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portion  of  Scripture  on  which  we  are  about  to 
enter  is  universally  known,  and  is  more  frequently 
repeated  than  any  other  except  our  Lord's  Prayer.  And 
yet  it  has  been  rarely  selected  as  a  topic  for  distinct 
discussion.  So  much  of  what  has  been  written  on  it, 
labours  under  the  disadvantage  of  a  diction,  which  is 
somewhat  obsolete.  So  much  more  is  found  in  forms  and 
combinations  which  render  the  remarks  so  far  inaccessible 
to  the  general*'  reader.  Then,  the  recent  publications  on 
the  Decalogue,  professing  a  more  popular  tendency,  are 
few;  and  hitherto,  at":  least  so  far  as  ascertained,  these  seem 
to  have  migrated  in  small  numbers  to  this  part  of  the 
country.  The  Commandments,  indeed,  are  excellently 
defined  in  sundry  Catechisms,  and  learnedly  explained  in 
many  Commentaries;  but  these,  though  invaluable,  do 
not  satisfy  the  larger  wish  of  the  soul.  In  such  circum 
stances,  the  Author  has  been  induced  to  issue  the  pre 
sent  Volume — to  reproduce  through  the  press  what,  with 
many  emendations,  was  first  delivered  from  the  pulpit. 
The  aspect  of  morality,  as  now  seen  in  politics,  in  com 
merce,  and  in  common  life,  has  farther  prompted  him  to 
undertake  the  commanded  duty  of  "crying  aloud,  and 
not  sparing,  while  showing  the  people  their  transgres 
sions,  and  the  house  of  Jacob  their  sins." 

After  what  has  been  published  in  elucidation  of  laws 
so  clear,  and  precise,  and  exact  in  themselves — though 
not  quite  meeting  what  is  yet  required — little  originality 
can  be  expected,  and  just  as  little  of  it  is  claimed  in  the 
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following  pages.  Still,  where  the  raw  material  is  fur 
nished,  the  manufacture  of  it  may  be  somewhat  novel  in 
pattern,  in  style,  or  arrangement.  The  peculiar  exigencies 
and  manners  of  the  age,  moreover,  may  furnish  sundry 
fresh  illustrations,  while  they  not  only  warrant,  but 
demand  them.  This  is  mainly  what  is  attempted  in  this 
production — an  attempt  which  it  is  humbly  hoped  will 
in  some  measure  justify  a  title  to  authorship,  as  distin 
guishable  from  the  office  of  compiler. 

The  Introductory  Essay  was  originally  composed  for  a 
religious  association  in  Glasgow,  and  it  has  been  so  far 
remodelled  as  to  suit  the  present  purpose.  While  one 
dissertation  has  been  allotted  to  each  commandment, 
three  discourses  have  been  appropriated  to  the  Fourth. 
The  Concluding  Sermon  exhibits  the  Christian  system  in 
its  relation  to  the  legal  statute;  and  shows  how  the 
transgressor  can  be  justified,  and  yet  its  enactments 
maintained.  Each  separate  and  succeeding  "judgment" 
is  preceded  by  a  brief  religious  service,  which  will  accom 
modate  the  instructions  to  the  uses  of  family  worship, 
as  well  as  private  devotion.  By  this  plan,  too,  the  lessons 
of  morality  will  be  breathed  into  the  soul  through  the 
aspirations  of  piety;  and  an  indissoluble  bond  will  be 
formed  between  the  law  of  Sinai  and  the  grace  and  truth 
of  Calvary. 

As  the  Volume  goes  forth  to  the  Church  and  the 
world,  may  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  accompany  it, 
and  make  it  instrumental  in  convincing  of  sin,  and  in 
stimulating  to  holiness. 


MEADOW  PARK  HOUSE, 
October,  1855. 
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THIS  is  a  subject  which  commends  itself  to  every  account 
able  being.  Man  is  most  intimately  concerned  with  it, 
as  originating  and  involving  every  class  of  his  duties; 
and  even  angels  may  desire  to  look  into  it,  as  by  it  they 
also  are  bound.  And  it  becomes  all  the  more  needful  to 
direct  our  thoughts  to  its  elucidation  when  such  startling 
theories  are  broached,  and  such  a  dangerous  practice  is 
inculcated,  as  those  that  have  recently  appeared.  A 
metaphysics  so  mystical  as  not  to  be  comprehended— 
so  attenuated  as  not  to  be  grasped — so  profound,  or  at 
least  so  dark,  as  not  to  be  fathomed — and  so  aerial  as  to 
be  wholly  unavailing  for  any  material  purpose — this  is 
gushing  in  streams  over  the  fields  of  our  home  literature, 
as  well  as  those  abroad.  We  do  well,  then,  in  these  times, 
to  turn  our  search  after  what  is  more  intelligible  and 
practical.  And  when  such  a  dogma  as  this,  that  elabo 
rated  falsehood  is  more  beneficial  to  the  world  of  mind 
than  unreasoned  truth,  is  upheld,  we  are  assuredly  called 
on  to  treat  of  what  is  moral  or  theological,  lest  they  be 
depreciated  or  put  aside  for  lack  of  being  argued  on  and 
proved.  Thus  may  we  expose  what  is  ostentatious,  and 
silence  what  is  clamorous,  and  neutralise  what  is  per 
nicious  in  error,  and  so  assert  the  rights  and  maintain 
the  cause  of  Truth,  as  justified  thus  by  her  children, 
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That  man's  accountability  be  not  passed  by  or  forgotten, 
or  lest  it  be  treated  of  lightly,  be  ours  the  attempt  to 
define,  to  establish,  and  confirm  it.  A  theme  is  this, 
now  retraced,  as  forming  a  most  fitting  introduction  to 
a  plain  and  practical  exposition  of  those  laws  to  which 
we  are  all  subject,  and  which  it  is  our  duty,  as  it  should 
be  our  delight,  to  obey.  Be  our  inquiry,  then,  at  this 
present,  into  the  origin,  the  foundation,  along  with  the 
standard  of  all  moral  obligation. 


What  is  morally  right  in  its  largest  acceptation 
must  be  sought  for  and  found  before  we  can  admit  any 
one  law  to  bind  us.  This,  we  hold,  must  originate  some 
where,  and  that,  too,  in  pure  mind,  which  can  alone  be 
the  source  of  the  great,  the  beautiful,  the  good.  Unless 
we  can  discover  the  prior  existence  of  intelligence,  will, 
with  freedom  of  exercise  for  both,  there  can  be  no  prin 
ciple  to  attract  —  no  feeling  to  venerate  —  no  action  to 
approve.  No  mere  physical  organism  can  do  this  apart 
from  a  spiritual  Framer.  It  may  be  faultless  in  form- 
nay,  be  indispensable  for  existence  —  but,  void  of  a 
Creator,  it  is  only  the  embodiment  of  a  necessary  fate 
or  a  capricious  fortune.  "No  mind  being  blended  or 
mixed  with  the  works  before  him,"  says  Blackie,  "no 
active  power  or  agency  displaying  its  influence,  and  no 
idea  pervading  his  mind,  but  that  the  scene  he  now 
witnesses  would  never  have  been  any  otherwise  than 
what  he  sees  it,  we  are  irresistibly  led  to  conclude  that 
such  a  being  must  be  denuded  of  everything  which  could 
form  an  element  on  which  to  erect  one  single  fleeting 
emotion  or  feeling  of  the  sublime  or  beautiful/'  In  the 
mental,  then,  we  trace  the  origin  of  the  moral,  and  this 
great  mental  Entity  must  possess  in  itself  every  element 
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and  attribute  embodied  in  its  countless  results.  But  one 
step  further  brings  us  to  the  seat  of  the  mental,  or  the 
great  Sensorium  of  all  vital  energy  and  movement;  and 
this  you  may  suppose  either  to  be  taken  for  granted  in  the 
a  priori,  or  as  proved  by  the  a  posteriori  argument  for 
the  being  and  attributes  of  a  God.  Having  reached  this 
point,  beyond  it  we  may  not  go  in  any  possible  province 
or  process  of  investigation.  To  all  landscapes  we  can 
look  on,  this  is  the  fixed  bound.  A  mighty  Mountain  this, 
living  all  over  with  light,  whose  top  ascends  to  heaven, 
and  which  no  creature  can  climb.  A  Place  of  rivers  is 
this,  ever  bright  and  glowing — so  broad  that  none  can 
pass — so  deep  that  none  can  fathom.  To  go  beyond  this 
conception  of  the  Godhead,  is  to  convert  the  pre-existing 
cause  into  a  subsequent  effect — is  to  mis-spend  talent- 
is  to  waste  time — is  to  exhaust  strength  in  forging  a 
chain  of  priorities,  and  that  without  end.  Try  it,  and 
you  descend  from  the  palpable  to  the  obscure.  Succeed 
in  escaping  from  this,  the  Divine  Sun  of  all  systems,  and 
we  forthwith  become  as  "  wandering  stars,  for  which  is 
reserved  the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever." 

Nor  can  we,  in  tracing  past  effects,  consent  to  stop  short 
of 'this  boundary,  else  we  lose  much  useful  ground — that 
lying  between  the  procession  and  the  mark  from  which  it 
sprung.  Till  they  reach  this  boundless  Eetina,  should 
the  beams  of  our  intellect  converge,  all  will  be  dim  and 
dismal.  Short  of  this  we  take  up  with  the  "  nothing," 
and  from  it  essay  we  to  fabricate  all  things  without  the 
will,  without  the  power,  of  a  Maker.  In  the  one  we 
disperse  its  beams — in  the  other  we  come  short  of  the 
changeless'  glory ;  but  in  both,  whether  over  or  within, 
we  become  that  fool  who  saith  in  his  heart,  "  There  is  no 
God."  Now,  this  is  the  data  we  desiderate — this  the 
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postulate  we  must  have  admitted.     Nor,  in  begging  thus 
much,  are  we  asking  more  than  the  severest  of  all  science 
allows.    Even  the  square  and  compact  mathematics  demurs 
not  to  such  a  demand.     What  wider  space  would  you 
have  than  the  distance  between  man  and  the  Deity  1 
Surely  the  course  is  long  enough  for  the  strongest  or  the 
fleetest  to  run.     Surely  to  build  on  God  is  rock  enough 
firm  and  sure  to  bear  our  most  ponderous  conclusions. 
In  our  inquiries,  then,  we  must  not  let  slip  the  first  great 
Cause  of  all,  but  the  rather  around  it  let  them  ever  re 
volve.     Yes,  in  constructing  our  theorem,  we  plant  such 
a  cognition  of  such  a  Being  demonstrated,  as  that  centre 
from  which  all  radii  proceed  on  to  the  circumference  of 
the  universe.     "God!  God!  God!"  so  sings  a  marvellous 
poet — 

"  As  flames  in  skies, 

We  learn  and  rise 
And  lose  ourselves  in  Thee  ; 

To  us  no  thought 

Hath  being  brought 
Toward  Thee  that  doth  not  flee. 

"  Thou  fill'st  our  eyes, 

As  were  the  skies, 
One  burning,  boundless  sun ; 

While  creature -mind, 

In  path  confined, 
Passeth  a  spot  thereon. 

God!  God!  God!" 

Now,  to  develop  this  existence,  to  show  forth  its  varied 
attributes,  were  all  things  called  into  being,  constituting 
the  material  as  well  as  the  invisible  kingdom.  For  this 
have  we  the  vast  creation — nature,  the  delegate  of  the 
Almighty — nature,  His  herald  to  proclaim  Him— nature, 
His  mirror  to  reflect  Him — nature,  His  child  to  prove 
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His  love — nature,  His  servant  to  manifest  all  His  power. 
Nor  is  there,  nor  can  there  be,  one  phase,  or  form,  or 
element,  or  feeling  in  this  creature  but  what  must  be 
found  in,  or  at  least  permitted  by  the  Divine  Creator. 
The  Cause  in  all  must  to  any  effect  be  commensurate. 
We  cannot  conceive  of  a  Deity  but  as  the  eternal,  un 
changeable  concentration  of  all  moral  excellence.  His 
nature  as  thus  is  not  merely  possible — not  accidental,  one 
of  countless  contingencies — but  it  is  what  it  is,  and  could 
not  otherwise  be.  God  is  a  Spirit ;  infinite,  not  only  in 
His  being,  His  wisdom  and  power,  but  also  in  His  moral 
aspect — "holiness,  justice,  goodness,  and  truth."  Any 
other  conception  of  Him  than  this  is  a  mental  monstrosity, 
which  we  shudder  to  contemplate,  even  among  the  antics 
of  fancy.  True,  we  have  heard  of  lords  many  and  gods 
many,  with  little  of  the  good  and  much  of  the  evil  about 
them.  These,  however,  are  only  the  idols  of  man's  ima 
gination,  after  he  became  subject  to  vanity.  It  was  man 
personating  God,  not  God  as  exhibited  to  man,  and  so 
what  was  formed  proved  true  to  the  line  of  descent.  Not 
only,  however,  to  display  himself  as  such  an  One — so 
glorious  in  His  holiness  —  did  God  frame  a  world  of 
spirits ;  but  that  all  might  feel  and  own  His  sovereignty, 
did  He  enact  laws,  did  He  apply  them,  to  every  depart 
ment  of  His  empire.  Those  we  call  physical  are  for 
inanimate,  what  we  call  organic,  for  animated,  and  what 
we  style  moral,  for  all  accountable  creatures.  In  Him  we 
have  not  merely  the  origin  of  all  right,  but  with  it  the 
title  to  enforce  it.  These  laws  are  not,  be  it  noted,  in, 
but  only  on  the  subject,  ordained  and  imposed  by  the 
Object.  From  their  attenuity,  and  depth,  and  ceaseless 
energy,  indeed  careful  must  we  be  of  an  atheistical  con 
founding,  a  perplexing  pantheism  here — a  blending  of  the 
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building  with  the  architect,  the  picture  with  the  artist,  or 
the  harp  with  the  finger  that  plays  it.  Without  such 
clear  distinction,  we  can  have  no  subordination  in  the 
mode,  and  therefore  no  authority  in,  no  imposing  of,  any 
obligation  by  the  Maker.  On  this  what  saith  Hooker  ? 
"A  law  is  that  which  doth  assign  unto  each  thing  the 
kind — that  which  doth  moderate  the  form  and  power- 
that  which  doth  appoint  the  form  and  measure  of  working 

—the  same  we  term  a  law;"  and  then  does  he  thus  con 
clude,  "a  law  is  that  which  hath  been  of  God."  Thus 
far,  then,  we  have  advanced — that  there  is  an  invisible 
spiritual  Being  in  His  veriest  personality — that  at  His 
will  angels  spread  out  their  silken  pinions,  and  floated  in 
seraphic  ardour — that  at  His  bidding  we  as  a  race  arose 

—and  that  in  Him  we  trace  the  origin  of  whatever  is 
just  and  right,  whatever  is  benevolent  and  pure.  Than 
this  we  are  not  to  think,  than  this  even  dare  to  express. 

"  Let  none  with  heedless  tongue  from  truth  disjoin 
The  reign  of  virtue.     Ere  the  day  spring  glowed 
Like  sisters  linked  in  Concord's  golden  chain — 
They  stood  before  the  Eternal  Mind — 
Their  common  parent — and  by  Him  were  both 
Sent  forth  among  His  creatures,  hand  in  hand, 
Inseparably  joined." 

Still,  this  admitted,  something  yet  is  wanted  to  league 
us,  or  bind  us  to  the  Divinity.  God  must  not  only 
be  what  He  is,  but  we  must  be  formed  with  certain 
capacities  and  feelings  before  He  can  have  any  claim  on 
our  service,  or  we  be  laid  under  any  obligation  to  serve 
Him.  Somehow,  impart  them  as  you  may,  we  must 
have  a  perception  of  moral  qualities,  a  sense  with  an 
approval  of  the  equitous,  a  feeling  with  a  condemnation 
f  the  iniquitous,  before  we  can  be  guided  by  their  prin- 
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ciples,  or  so  be  actuated  as  either  to  embrace  or  to  shun 
them.  Without  some  such  discriminating  optic,  we  had 
been  as  the  beasts  that  perish,  and  no  more  accountable 
than  they.  Let  this  be  withheld,  or  deranged,  or  ob 
scured,  as  in  the  idiot  or  maniac,  the  cord  of  obligation 
is  not  only  relaxed — it  is  cut  asunder — but  soon  as  re 
covered,  if  at  all,  it  is  once  more  rewoven.  Man,  there 
fore,  and  with  this  very  intent,  was  made  after  a  Godlike 
fashion,  even  after  the  image  Divine,  in  knowledge,  righ 
teousness,  and  holiness.  Without  such  characteristics,  we 
repeat  it,  not  had  we  conceived  of  the  moral,  nor  found 
any  limit  in  law.  Ay,  and  with  all  that  befel  our  race 
by  the  dire  catastrophe  of  Eden,  we  may  not  allow  these 
lineaments  to  be  wholly  effaced.  The  fall  we  regard  as  a 
terrible  moral  explosion,  with  consequences  such  as  are 
known  therefrom  to  ensue.  Man,  it  is  true,  became  a 
ruin  then,  but  not  as  if  by  decay.  Every  particle  of  his 
mental  constitution,  till  then  compact  and  harmonious, 
was  bv  this  rent  and  riven  asunder — was  by  this  flung 
far  apart — was  by  this  brought  from  sublimity  to  abase 
ment,  and  was  left  all  strewed  on  the  earth  like  countless 
disjointed  atoms.  The  crown  had  fallen,  and  by  that  fall 
was  broken,  but  there  we  see  it  still— 

"  In  painted  dust  and  (/Uttering  fragments  lie." 

There  have  we  the  original  material,  bruised  and  severed 
as  it  may  be,  but  that  material  ready  to  be  re-constructed 
into  what  it  was — a  rare  and  goodly  fabric.  Now,  I  say 
this  much  remaining  of  reason  and  understanding  and 
right  feeling,  still  enables  us  to  judge,  decide,  and  act,  in 
such  sort  as  to  preserve  our  accountability  to  the  laws  of 
the  God  that  made  us;  and  it  is  in  such  constitution, 
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shattered  as  it  truly  is,  that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
we  discover  the  origin  of  whatever  is  morally  binding. 

Among  these  fragments  of  the  human  soul,  we  select, 
for  our  present  purpose,  all  notions  of  the  right  and  the 
wrong — of  the  good  and  the  evil — of  the  just  and  the 
unrighteous — of  the  praiseworthy  and  the  blameful. 
These  we  hold  to  be  prior  to  all  education,  as  part  of  our 
common  nature ;  and  go  where  we  may,  we  find  them — 
with  the  savage  as  with  the  civilised.  They  may  be  dim 
or  doubtful,  perverted  or  misapplied,  still  they  are  found 
among  all  the  processions  of  humanity.  Actuated  by 
these,  have  we  the  universal  desire  for  the  honest,  the 
truthful,  the  gracious,  and  the  fair'?  "Who  will  show 
us  any  good?"  is  that  which  not  only  "many,"  but  what 
all  people  "say."  It  may  be  misdirected — may  be  morbid 
—still  the  disease  only  the  more  clearly  shows  what  had 
been  the  sane  constitution;  there  may  be  diversities  of 
defining  it — may  be  contrarieties  in  displaying  it — still 
there  is  with  every  man  what  inwardly  approves  or  con 
demns  every  act  and  word  and  intention,  "  his  thoughts 
the  meanwhile  accusing  or  else  excusing  one  another." 
"  This  is  the  still  small  voice  that  speaks  to  his  under 
standing,  and  directs  his  thoughts  to  something  that  lies 
beyond  the  verge  of  feeling — it  is  the  link  that  connects 
him  with  the  world  of  spirits."  Yes,  as  thus  configured — 

"Man  is  one, 

And  he  hath  one  great  heart.     It  is  thus  we  feel, 
With  a  gigantic  throb,  athwart  the  sea, 
Each  other's  rights  and  wrongs ;  thus  are  we  men." 

Not  only  sings  the  poet,  but  so  do  philosophers  of  every 
complexion  determine — even  this,  that  a  moral  sentiment 
pervades  the  children  of  men,  and  that  with  this,  void  of 
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all  other,  "they  are  a  law  unto  themselves."     The  con 
ception  of  this  law  appears  with  every  sect  once  courting 
the  concurrence  of  Greece.     "There  are  two  kinds  of  la,w,;' 
saith  Aristotle,  "that  which  is  proper  to  each  community, 
and  that  which  is  common  to  all."     The  books  of  Plato 
proceed  on  the  same  supposition;  and  that  they  had  it, 
and  that  it  was  universally  valid,  was  by  the  Eomans 
still  more  distinctly  entertained.     Nor  is  there  any  one 
in  more  modern  times  that  has  ever  made  plain  its  denial. 
The  very  number  of  the  systems  purporting  to  place  this 
where  it  ought,  and  assign  to  it  what  it  should,  proves  at 
least  the  ardour  with  which  was  sought  the  grand  dis 
covery.     Nor  is  there  one  law  internal  or  international — 
not  one  right  denned,  or  of  person,  or  property,  or  family, 
by  the  which  this  is  not  proclaimed.     It  is  this  we  see  in 
our  veneration  for  the  beautiful,  the  sublime — whether  in 
sentiment  or  conduct — even  in  physical  arrangements  it 
is  felt — with  their  every  artistic  display.     It  is  this  that 
is  reared  and  represented  in  every  religious  observance, 
that  is  built  up  in  every  temple,  that  smokes  on  every 
altar,  that  breathes  in  all  incense,  that  speaks  in  every 
prayer.     And  enough  for  us  that  we  have  it,  call  it  what 
you  may, — the  moral  sense — conscience — or  even  reason 
— if  you  will.     I  make  it  the  discerner  of  the  intents  of 
the  heart,  the  propeller  to  virtuous  deeds,  the  judge  of  all 
our  actions,  and  the  generous  rewarder  of  good.     If  you 
would  realise  it  as  the  very  Divinity  within  you,  or  as 
that  which  colleagues   you  with   heaven,  drink   in   the 
calm  approbation,  the  pure  delight,  which  a  contempla 
tion  of  the  virtuous  awakens. 


"  Thus  doth  Beauty  dwell 
There  most  conspicuous,  ev'n  in  outward  shape, 
Where  dawns  the  high  expression  of  a  mind : 
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By  steps  conducting  our  enraptured  search 
To  that  eternal  Origin,  whose  power 
Thro'  all  the  unbounded  symmetry  of  things — 
Like  rays  effulging  from  the  purest  sun — 
This  endless  mixture  of  her  charms  diffused." 


.  The  supreme  and  universal  rule  of  morality, 
then,  we  trace  up  to  the  perception  of  it,  and  the  feeling 
Of  it — with  which  we  all  are  born — then  upward  from 
man  to  that  Divine  Being  himself  who  hath  formed  him 
thus.  Our  next  endeavour  is  to  see  on  what  this  obli 
gation  under  which  our  constitution  lays  us  may  be 
soundly  and  safely  founded.  Nor  long  had  been  the 
search — nor  arduous  had  been  the  labour — if  we  had  been 
the  living  examplars  of  the  first  types  of  our  kind,  as 
they  came  from  the  hands  of  the  Creator.  Eeason  in 
its  proper  place,  and  with  its  proper  power — judgment 
unclouded — understanding  bright  as  day — every  object 
had  been  estimated  according  to  its  true  value,  and  seen 
in  its  just  position.  High  motive  only  awakening,  and 
pure  emotion  only  rising  like  to  the  gentle  swell  of  it— 
not  a  tempestuous  sea — every  feeling  adjusted  by,  and 
in  subserviency  to,  something  higher — Conscience,  the 
while,  enthroned  on  her  royal  seat,  and  smiling  on  all 
her  subjects — then,  every  dictate  of  a  soul  thus  poised, 
and  every  impulse  of  a  heart  thus  feeling,  had  been  in 
unison  with  the  holiest,  the  purest,  the  best ;  then,  and 
in  such  case,  the  sense  of  it  in  the  bosom  had  been  the 
basis '  of  rectitude,  and  the  origin  of  duty  had  been  its 
sure  foundation.  On  such  a  supposition,  whatever  was 
loved  would  be  the  lovely — whatever  avoided,  the  hateful 
• — whatever  approved,  the  virtuous — whatever  condemned, 
the  vicious — whatever  done,  the  good — and  whatever  ab 
stained  from,  the  evil.  The  will  of  the  creature  had  then 
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but  squared  with  the  Creator's  pleasure,  and  what  God 
bade,  man  had  loved  to  obey.  Error  had  not  been— 
deception  had  not  been,  nor  had  there  been  aught  of 
delusion.  Man,  if  unfallen,  had  been  too  good  to  attempt 
a  lie,  and  faculty  and  feeling  had  fairly  divided,  and 
rightfully  swayed,  the  mind. 

But  our  finding  of  ground  to  stand  on,  in  regard  to 
obligation  and  duty,  is  now  a  matter  not  quite  so  easy 
—an  investigation  not  so  quickly  closed.  All  being 
altered  now,  we  are  once  more  out  at  sea,  though  not 
from  sight  of  land ;  and  we  shall  find  our  repose  on  the 
billow  instead  of  the  solid  rock,  if  we  attempt  to  fix 
moral  confidence  on  the  dictates  of  fallen  man.  By  his 
direful  defection  every  power  was  weakened,  by  being 
atomised;  but  more  than  this,  by  being  driven  from  its 
position  relatively  with  other  functions,  each  suffered 
from  the  local  derangement.  And  not  was  this  upheav 
ing,  and  fracturing,  and  displacing  only  felt  by  the 
intellectual  as  if  an  earthquake  shook,  but  it  also  dis 
membered  the  moral.  Like  the  disruptured  surface  of 
our  globe — what  had  been  low  before  it,  after  the  fatal 
explosion  was  found  in  the  ascendant;  and  what  was 
originally  subordinate  assumed  a  usurper's  power.  What 
till  then  was  pure,  by  carnal  contacts  became  forthwith 
polluted;  and,  by  their  being  cast  to  the  earth,  the 
pearls  of  greatest  price  were  sullied  and  sadly  obscured. 
Among  these  dire  effects  Eeason  lost  her  throne,  and  her 
subjects  became  rebellious ;  the  Will  took  to  be  perverse, 
and  Conscience  got  associated  with,  and  so  assimilated  to, 
many  an  inclination  which  seduced  her.  So  is  it  thus; 
so  we  all  must  admit  that  we  know  what  it  is,  "but  how 
to  perform  that  which  is  good  we  find  not."  Thus 
weakened  and  deranged,  "the  good  that  we  would,  we  do 


20  ESSAY  ON  MORAL  OBLIGATION. 

not — but  the  evil  which  we  would  not,  that  we  do."  So 
that  we  have  yet  that  law  which  we  have  traced  to  God, 
in  which  we  speculatively  "delight," — at  the  same  time, 
"another  law  in  our  members  warring  against  this  law 
implanted  in  our  minds." 

If  this  aspect  of  the  case  is  in  accordance  with  Scrip 
ture  and  experience, — if  these  phases  of  man  are  in 
unison  with  the  fact,  then  surely  it  would  be  irrational, 
as  well  as  dangerous,  to  risk  our  responsibility  either  on 
our  mental  decisions  or  our  moral  judgments.  Nor  can 
we  think  this  will  be  seriously  denied  by  any  who  are 
observant  of  what  is  without,  or  reflective  of  what  is 
within  them.  All  over  the  world  there  is  something  out 
of  sorts  with  our  race;  a  state  of  doubt,  and  darkness, 
and  error — and  yet  not  midnight  either — of  sorrow  and 
helplessness,  and  distress,  which  was  never  its  primitive 
condition.  Nor  could  it  have  come  from  God — the  clear 
with  the  obscure — the  discerning  with  the  dim — the 
carnal  with  the  spiritual,  as  we  find  them.  These  tell  the 
sad  tale  of  Eden,  over  which  we  truly  sigh  as  our  own, 
though  some  may  affect  to  despise  it.  But  arise  from 
what  it  may — all  I  want  is  the  admission  that  man,  as 
he  is,  is  a  compound  of  imperfections — fallible  and  frail 
in  all  his  conclusions  and  feelings.  This  being  so,  I  can 
find  no  anchorage  in  him  for  what  is  just,  truthful, 
chaste,  benevolent,  or  wise.  Not  is  it  in  his  mind,  its 
wondrous  endowments  allowed ;  for  may  he  not  be 
deceived  ?  Not  is  it  in  his  heart ;  for  may  it  not  prove 
deceitful  ?  Not  in  his  imagination ;  for  by  it  he  is  led 
astray.  In  none  of  them  all  can  I  securely  embark;  for 
they  be  crazy  vessels,  and  subject  to  many  a  storm.  On 
none  of  them  can  I  lean ;  for  they  be  a  tottering  fence — 
they  be  a  bowing  wall.  On  none  of  them  may  I  build ; 


ESSAY  ON  MORAL  OBLIGATION.  21 

for  they  be  the  shifting  sand.  With  every  direction 
they  can  give,  every  light  they  can  hold  out,  I  may  be 
landed  not  only  in  error  but  delusion.  I  may  "call 
good  evil,  and  evil  good" — may  mistake  fancy  for  reality 
— personal  partiality  for  a  catholic  embracement,  and 
what  seems  valuable  in  essence  may  prove  right  per 
nicious  in  end. 

Nor  am  I  much  better  helped  to  a  solid  conclusion 
when  I  turn  to  the  last  and  the  greatest  of  all  our  moral 
regulators.  I  know  conscience  does  warn  and  encourage 
— that  it  does  decide  as  jury — pronounce  as  judge ;  and, 
surer  still,  disdains  not  to  execute  the  sentence.  Still, 
manifold  as  are  its  duties,  and  all-important  though  they 
be,  still  it  requires  to  be  informed,  and  is  capable  of 
being  improved.  So  that,  at  the  best  of  it,  perfection  is 
not  in  this  native  moral  decider.  But  worse  than  this, 
though  the  most  discerning,  it  can  be  weakened  or  blunted 
in  all  its  sensibilities  by  banishing  from  before  it  what  is 
lovely,  or  by  reflecting  on  that  which  is  base.  So  that 
from  familiarity  it  may  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace, 
what  at  the  first  look  it  abhorred.  Though  the  most 
authoritative  master  of  the  mind,  still  it  may  be  com 
pelled  by  passion  to  resign  its  sway.  Though  the  most 
vigilant  guardian,  like  a  distrustful  watch-dog  it  may  be 
bribed,  or  softly  lulled  to  slumber ;  and  though  the  most 
nervous  and  sensitive,  like  the  willing  dupes  of  some 
electro-biological  impostor,  it  may  be  paralysed  and 
benumbed.  Ah!  and  let  it  once  yield,  it  is  only  in 
duced  the  more  easily  to  do  so  again,  like  every  other 
faculty,  strengthened  by  victory — weakened,  dispirited, 
by  defeat ;  yea,  and  with  all  our  care,  of  it  we  may  make 
shipwreck.  Well,  then,  may  we  ever  exercise  ourselves 
to  have  this  conscience  void  of  offence,  for  it  may  offend. 
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Well  trust — but  only  trust — that  we  have  one  that  is 
good ;  for  there  be  the  possibility  of  our  being  deceived 
in  this — our  confiding  in  one  that  is  evil.  "Conscience/7 
so  says  the  poet— 

"Why,  conscience  is 

The  basest  thing  of  all.     Its  life  is  passed 
In  justifying  and  condemning  sin — 
Accomplice,  traitor,  judge,  and  headsman,  too." 

From  these  facts — these  traits  of  our  nature,  as  it  is, 
how  clear,  if  true,  that  human  device,  or  desire,  or  will, 
can  never  stand  as  the  basis  of  any  obligation !  There  is 
neither  in  these,  nor  about  these,  any  uniformity,  or 
solidity,  or  sacredness,  but  all  is  loose,  and  shallow,  and 
shifting.  What  of  the  individual  mind  is  here  we  have 
brought  out  in  national  usage;  and  so  diversified,  so  ir- 
reconcileable  is  this — one  country  ordaining  what  another 
forbids — one  lauding  what  another  condemns — one  pur 
suing  what  another  eschews — that  the  aggregate  makes 
plain  the  characteristics  of  its  several  components — that 
belonging  to  the  parts  is  evidently  borne  out  in  the  whole. 
So  that  I  am  driven  away  not  only  by  the  variety,  but  the 
very  contrariety  here  obtaining.  Shall  we,  then,  as  our 
last  resource,  betake  ourselves  to  the  deductions  of 
philosophy — to  the  dicisions  of  the  greatest  and  the  best 
— demanding  of  these  to  furnish  us  with  grounds  on 
which  to  take  our  stand  for  all  rule  and  duty'?  Passing 
on  from  the  far  remote  to  more  recent  authors,  we 
prefer  our  request  to  Clarke,  and  he  tells  us,  "that  from 
the  eternal  and  necessary  differences  of  things,  there 
naturally  and  necessarily  arise  certain  moral  obligations, 
incumbent  on  all  rational  creatures."  From  him  we  go 
to  David  Hume,  and  he  assures  us  that  fitness  has  little 
to  do  with  it,  but  that  all  and  every  moral  impression 
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hangs  on  the  principle  of  utility — or  that  the  consequence 
determines  the  cause.  Our  answer  received  from  him, 
we  proceed  to  Pope -and  Paley.  The  poet  tells  us  that 
"self-love,  the  spring  of  action,  moves  the  soul;"  and  the 
theologian  declares  that  we  do  nothing  without  an  eye  to 
advantage — that  the  hope  of  reward  and  the  dread  of 
punishment  constitute  the  bonds  by  which  mankind  is 
held;  and  of  this,  so  was  he  assured,  that  as  for 
conscience  he  could  not  afford  to  keep  one.  But,  not 
satisfied  with  these,  we  next  enter  the  study  of  Dr  Adam 
Smith;  and  rejecting  all  we  have  gained — his  asseve 
ration  is  that  the  whole  theory  of  moral  sentiment  may 
be  resolved  into  sympathy.  If  we  travel  back  and  ask 
the  sceptic  of  Malmesbury,  he  only  the  more  perplexes 
us,  by  denying  all  original  perception,  either  of  good  or 
evil;  and  if  Mandeville  be  consulted,  according  to  the 
Fable  of  his  Bees,  we  must  rest  all  virtue  of  every  kind  on 
mere  human  contrivance.  Involved  in  these  labyrinths, 
if  we  seek  to  escape  from  them  by  the  theory  of  more 
modern  writers,  especially  of  the  German  school,  we  shall 
find  ourselves  elevated  to  a  giddy  transcendentalism,  or 
lost  in  the  vapours  of  a  dim  and  dreamy  philosophy. 
Now,  nothing  is  more  plain  than  that  these  cannot  all  be 
correct — and  that  each  forming  the  conclusion  of  a  finite 
fallible  creature,  we  may  not  on  any  depend  for  what  is 
to  regulate  thought,  or  stamp  the  impression  of  right. 
In  all  we  can  examine,  we  may  have  an  admixture  of 
truth,  but  who  shall  winnow  it  from  falsehood?  we  may 
have  some  small  portion,  sound  enough,  but  nothing  on 
which  to  build.  Even  though  some  one  more  sagacious, 
more  acute,  more  profound  than  all  else,  had  discovered 
moral  truth,  pure  as  it  lay  in  the  mine,  still  being  a  man 
of  like  passions  with  ourselves,  there  was  with  him  naught 
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of  authority  whereby  to  enforce  the  decision.  There  is 
none  here  set  as  his  brother's  mental  keeper ;  and  should 
any  attempt  to  compel  me,  this  is  my  reply,  "Nay,  but 
0  man,  who  art  thou  that  judgest  another  man's  servant  1 
to  his  own  Master  he  must  stand  or  fall/'  Looking  to 
these  human  theories,  in  their  vagueness  and  e vanishment, 
do  we  with  Festus  exclaim— 

"  What  mountains  of  delusion  men  have  reared — 
How  every  age  hath  bustled  on  to  build — 
Its  shadowy  mole — its  monumental  dream  ! 
How  faith  and  fancy,  in  the  mind  of  man, 
Have  spuriously  mingled,  and  how  much 
Shall  pass  away  for  aye — as  pass  before 
Yon  sun — lord  of  steadfastness  and  change — 
The  visionary  landscapes  of  the  skies. 
Like  a  disbanded  rainbow — 
Arts,  superstition,  arms,  philosophy, 
Have  each  in  turn  possessed,  betrayed,  and  mocked  us." 

This  being  our  sad  plight — no  confidence  in  ourselves 
—no  refuge  in  others — not  in  learning — nor  science — nor 
rank — nor  rule — are  we  constrained  to  look  for  other 
ground  on  which  to  found  morality,  with  our  personal 
obligations  to  observe  it ;  and  it  is  here,  and  just  here,  a 
light  streams  forth  out  of  darkness.  Just  then  a  voice  of 
guidance  is  heard,  superior  to  man's,  and  nothing  inferior 
to  God's.  Over  all  we  here  would  adopt,  this  solemn 
motto  is  borne — "Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  thus 
the  God  of  Israel."  Unlike  what  we  met  with  in  man, 
His  Word  but  the  exponent  of  His  nature  is — faultless, 
unchangeable,  and  true.  If  this  be  a  veritable  voice,  all 
doubt  ceases — all  option  is  over — all  choice  for  ever 
at  an  end.  Be  it  but  authentic  and  genuine,  the  lofty 
philosophy  of  heaven,  then  are  its  doctrines  and  precepts 
truth  in  its  essence  and  its  outgoings;  and  more  than 
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this,  it  bears  with  it  what  we  are  seeking,  an  obligation  on 
every  being  who  hears  and  is  able  to  learn  it.  In  this 
wise,  God  hath  not  only  shown  thee,  0  man! — 0  sceptic  !— 
0  philosopher! — 0  merchant! — 0  teacher! — 0  minister!— 
what  is  good  in  itself,  but  also  what  He  requireth.  We 
say — mark  it  again — if  this  Scripture  is  true,  and  if  we 
reject  all  else,  we  are  suffered  to  be  cautious  here — if  not 
to  doubt,  to  examine — if  not  to  slight,  careful  how  we 
approve.  Such  a  revelation  as  is  to  constitute  the  basis  of 
thought,  feeling,  sentiment,  wishes,  words,  and  deeds,  can 
not  be  too  narrowly  examined.  Before  we  trust  ourselves 
to  its  fastnesses  we  are  to  "  walk  about  Zion,  and  tell  the 
towers  thereof ;"  before  adopting  it  as  true,  we  are  to 
"try  all  things,"  before  cleaving  to  that  which  is  good. 
And  even  after  admission,  you  are  to  be  ready  always 
"to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh  you  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you,  and  that  with  meek 
ness  and  fear."  And  surely  this  looks  well  in  the  Word 
itself  to  make  such  requirements  as  these.  This  is  not  the 
language  of  imposture — not  the  blinders  it  ever  employs 
— not  the  loop-holes  of  the  castle  of  Indolence,  neither 
the  barred  lattices  of  the  dungeon — the  immurement  of 
error  and  ignorance.  No,  no;  and  in  unison  with  this 
is  it  found  that  all  is  free,  expansive,  apparent,  in  the 
evidences  of  Christianity,  as  is  the  light,  and  as  are  the 
breezes  of  heaven.  Before  you  embrace  it,  I  not  only 
allow  you  to  examine,  but  I  insist  on  you  being  assured 
that  its  every  representation  of  the  Godhead  harmonises 
with  what  we  conceive — that  its  every  principle  is  in 
unison  with  what  reason  adopts,  and  conscience  itself  can 
approve — that  the  disclosures  of  God's  own  Book  accord 
with  the  highest  sublimities  we  can  reach  of  heaven,  of 
earth,  along  with  the  profundities  of  hell.  Nor,  in 
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adopting  this,  would  I  have  you  to  foreclose  all  other 
branches  of  knowledge.  So  confident  am  I  of  its  sound 
ness,  that  I  care  for  no  discussion — I  tremble  for  no 
discovery.  Push  your  investigations  where  you  please — 
up  among  the  stars — down  into  the  bowels  of  the  ground 
— and  Christianity  will  take  care  of  herself.  She  will  not, 
cannot,  suffer,  if  you  yourselves  do  not,  from  any  possible 
inquiry — neither  can  any  fair  discovery,  any  legitimate 
deduction,  injure  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  They  may  affect 
its  appearance,  as  clouds  conceal  the  stars,  but  even  these 
will  soon  pass  away.  They  may  obscure  its  disc,  but 
never  affect  the  substance,  nor  long  keep  from  shining 
that  great  orb  of  truth. 

And  strange  to  say — yet  highly  corroborative  of  our 
position — that  God's  revealed  will  is  the  only  foundation 
of  what  is  moral,  and  of  moral  obligation — if  we  only 
regard  it  as  a  republication  and  amplification  of  the  law 
of  nature — leaving  its  other  divulgements  alone — we 
have  sages  and  sophists  of  every  class  and  clan  reaching 
the  same  conclusion.  That  such  a  resting-place  is  needed 
as  that  which  the  Bible  unfolds  has  been  admitted  by 
Socrates  as  well  as  by  Solomon — by  Plato  as  well  as  by 
Paul.  Neither  would  Hume  nor  Kousseau  put  in  a  pro 
test  here,  if  persuaded  that  Word  was  God's.  Nor  has 
it  yet  been  denied  that  the  principles  involved  in  religion 
— which  is  just  the  science  that  binds — are  essential  to 
the  forming,  the  preserving,  of  every  social  state.  So  is 
it  asserted  by  Buchanan,  Goodman,  Knox — so  by  Saurey, 
Selden,  Grotius,  Mason,  PufFendorf,  Locke.  And  from 
these  of  its  precursors — to  those  of  the  last  century — and 
down  to  times  that  are  now — have  we  each  succeeding 
author  setting  forth  the  principles  of  natural  and  revealed 
religion  as  the  grand  foundation  of  morals.  Even  among 
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the  dreamy  abstractions  of  another  school  we  have 
Leibnitz,  Kant,  and  Fichte,  resting  on  that  moral  order 
traceable  to  Divine  Intelligence,  or  to  the  attributes 
found  in  the  Volume  of  God.  Nor  do  the  modern  Italian 
writers  on  such  subjects  withhold  their  corroborative  con 
currence.  This  unanimity,  we  hold,  mightily  strengthens 
our  position ;  nay,  it  tends  to  confirm  it. 

roos|&  liift  ~$is  ru^  I'jdiio.n 

®  jjirt.  All  we  have  to  do,  on  this  head,  is  to  convert 
what  we  have  laid  down  as  its  foundation  into  the 
standard  of  morals.  If  we  have  in  our  first  its  security, 
its  very  abiding  for  ever,  in  this  phase  of  revelation  we 
have  its  excellence,  its  elevation,  all  its  purity  displayed, 
"as  a  rule  of  life  and  manners;"  and,  if  taken  thus,  it 
only  confirms  all  we  have  said  on  the  claims  of  our  holy 
religion.  Nor  is  there  one  moral  quality  that  is  not 
tested,  that  is  not  measured  here  so  as  to  assure  us 
we  have  all  that  is  holy,  just,  and  good — that  we  have 
commands  which  are  pure — statutes  which  for  equity, 
judgments  which  for  clearness,  sink  every  other  moral 
system  beneath  them.  Here,  for  its  height,  have  we  a 
scale  of  rectitude,  and  piety,  and  purity,  and  honesty,  and 
truth,  and  goodwill,  ascending  to  heaven — even  up  to 
the  God  who  made  it.  Then,  as  a  standard,  seek  ye 
minuteness  of  detail — what  so  close,  so  intimate,  "as 
that  which  searches  the  heart,  and  tries  the  reins  of  all  the 
children  of  men  \ "  And,  then,  would  you  know  how  far, 
or  to  what,  your  solemn  obligations  are  binding  1  Here, 
too,  in  this  case,  so  perfect,  have  we  every  individual, 
every  possession,  every  relation,  embraced — time,  talent, 
pursuit,  God,  self,  man — these  same  requirements  being 
"  exceedingly  broad."  Take,  as  a  whole,  the  authoritative 
will  of  the  Lord  as  your  steadfast  anchor — here,  in  His 
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precepts,  have  you  the  safest  guide.  Take  His  entire 
disclosure  as  the  law — here  have  we  a  superstructure  all 
fair  and  finely-formed — nothing  ill-fashioned,  nothing 
ill-favoured  or  mean.  Differ  or  dispute  as  we  may 
on  its  doctrines,  all  is  at  one  on  the  moralities  of  the 
Bible.  Comparing  ourselves  by  ourselves,  we  are  not 
wise;  but  away  to  this  law  and  this  testimony — then  do 
we  at  once  ascertain  what  manner  of  men  we  are — how 
far  we  are  up  in  the  thermometer  of  pure  feeling,  or  how 
far  we  are  down  in  the  barometer  of  action.  Ay, 
and  our  safety  is  only  the  surer  as  we  admit,  or  as  we 
advance  to  the  Divine  estimate  of  deed,  assured,  as  we 
are,  that  it  can  never  vary.  Differ  may  the  usages  of 
states — change  may  the  fashions  of  the  world — a  grind 
ing,  secularising,  overreaching  spirit  may  at  periods  pre 
vail — a  loose,  a  licentious  language  may  pass  current  for 
a  gilded  refinement — and  a  degrading  effeminacy  may 
weaken  any  age  of  the  world.  But  not  does  this  standard 
fall  one  hair-breadth  down — nor  will  it  yield  up  one  line 
of  its  sacred  elevation,  to  meet  the  declensions  of  man. 
No !  but  it  has  stood  through  many  an  evil  day — 
still,  still  you  see  it  unfurled — still  shall  its  ensign  float 
in  the  breeze  as  long  as  breeze  can  blow;  and  having 
guided  and  guarded,  and  given  an  index  on  earth,  shall 
it  be  planted  in  the  midst  of  Paradise — G-od's  law  to  His 
creatures  still,  throughout  all  coming  ages.  Yes,  and 
from  philosophy  we  can  appeal  to  experience ;  "  for  if  any 
man  will  do  His  will,  then  he  shall  know" — in  his  eleva 
tion  of  soul,  his  holiness  of  feeling,  his  peace,  his  approval 
of  conscience — "  know  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  of  God." 
If,  indeed,  there  exist  any  great  interest  among  men- 
national,  legislative,  judicial,  executive,— if  there  is  ought 
of  the  precious,  the  pleasing,  the  endearing, — all  is  cared 
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for  here.  Here,  have  we  freedom  advanced, — here,  true 
patriotism  exalted, — here,  philanthropy  extolled.  By  it 
kings  do,  or  at  least  should  reign,  and  princes  decree 
judgment.  We  observe  it — far,  as  we  can,  we  strive  to 
reach  its  perfection,  though  we  may  never  attain  it;  then 
have  we  our  recompense  for  keeping  it,  in  mental  peace, 
outward  success,  .and  public  estimation.  The  more  strictly 
we  attend,  the  more  do  we  benefit  our  children,  our  neigh 
bour,  and  ourselves ;  and  whatever  conduces  to  these 
ends  can  be  no  false  standard  of  morals. 

And  now  to  conclude — does  it  not  stir  up  every  intel 
lective  power — giving  energy  to  the  functions  of  the 
head — does  it  not  bring  a  balm  to  the  heart — a  solace  to 
all  the  soul,  when  we  are  told,  and  able  to  prove  it — that 
God's  most  glorious  appointments  are  in  unison  with  the 
state  and  the  bearing  of  man — that  whatever  is  displayed 
in  His  works  accord  with  the  intimations  of  His  Word  1 
Is  it  not  cheering — animating — to  know,  that  these  go 
hand  in  hand  to  bless  and  benefit  our  kind, — to  know,  as 
we  have  tried  to  prove,  that  all  right  springs  from  the 
Lord  alone,  and  that  we  are  framed  to  feel  it — that  the 
foundation  of  our  obligation  rests  on  His  holy  will — and 
that  we  have,  as  a  standard  of  duty,  a  transcript  of  Deity's 
self — like  Him  remaining  unchanged  1  Is  it  not  dear  to 
our  hearts,  because  of  Divine  invitation,  that  whatever  is 
imposed  is  but  for  our  enlightenment,  but  for  our  spiritual 
good,  that  not  one  law  is  grievous,  but  that  contrariwise, 
to  the  observance  of  each  is  appended  a  great  reward  ?  Ay, 
and  conducing  to  our  happiness  thus,  how  delightful  to 
know  that  the  moral  economy  under  which  we  are  placed 
is  fitting  us  for  an  hereafter ;  and  that  if  we  will  only 
follow  and  not  thwart — only  seek,  and  not  assume — only 
hear,  and  not  command — only  obey,  and  not  rebel — only 


30  ESSAY  ON  MORAL  OBLIGATION. 

aspire  to  reach  our  magnificent  standard — if  thought  and 
feeling  be  only  strengthened  with  Christian  faith,  leavened 
with  Christian  hope,  and  sweetened  with  Christian  charity 
— then  we  shall  share  in  the  dignities  of  a  state  where 
mind  is  pare  mind — knowledge,  true  knowledge — morals, 
pure  morality — and  where  the  highest  philosophy  will 
concentrate  and  absorb  itself  in  the  love  and  the  service 
of  Him,  who,  through  a  way  and  by  a  plan  of  His  own, 
hath  called  us  "  to  glory  and  virtue/' 


Jjre  Jfint 


rager. 

OLOKD,  Thou  art  GOD  alone,  and  beside  Thee  there  is  none  else. 
Enable  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  to  realise  Thy  being,  as  the  only  living 
and  true  GOD,  and  incline  us  to  acknowledge  Thee  in  all  our  ways.  Help 
us  to  adore  those  perfections  by  which  Thou  art  exalted  and  distinguished 
as  the  Triune  Godhead;  and  preserve  us  from  ascribing  to  the  creature 
what  belongs  to  thyself,  the  Creator.  May  Jehovah- Jireh  be -manifested  to 
our  souls,  and  ever  may  we  walk  as  seeing  the  Invisible.  May  we  believe 
that  Thou  art,  the  eternal  I  AM,  and  have  grace  to  worship  Thee  through 
the  new  and  living  way,  which  is  Christ  thine  only  Son.  In  Him  disclosed 
may  we  find  Thee,  and  feel  that  Thou  art  the  Rewarder  of  aU  that  diligently 
seek  Thee.  Whatever  others  do,  as  for  us  and  our  houses,  may  we  serve  the 
Lord  acceptably  and  with  godly  fear.  This  prayer,  O  GOD,  hear— this 
prayer,  O  GOD,  answer,  and  pardon  all  our  sins,  for  Jesus'  sake.  Amen. 


ISAIAH  xliii.  1-17. 

1.  But  now  thus  saith  the  Lord  that  created  thee,  O  Jacob,  and  He  that 
formed  thee,  O  Israel,  Fear  not :  for  I  have  redeemed  thee,  I  have  called 
thee  by  thy  name  ;  thou  art  mine. 

2.  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and  through 
the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee :  when  thou  walkest  through  the  fire, 
thou  shalt  not  be  burned ;  neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee. 

3.  For  I  am  the  Lord  thy  GOD,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  Saviour :  I 
gave  Egypt  for  thy  ransom,  Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee. 

4.  Since  thou  wast  precious  in  my  sight,  thou  hast  been  honourable,  and 
I  have  loved  thee :  therefore  will  I  give  men  for  thee,  and  people  for  thy  life. 

5.  Fear  not :  for  I  am  with  thee :  I  will  bring  thy  seed  from  the  east,  and 
gather  thee  from  the  west ; 

6.  I  will  say  to  the  north,  Give  up ;  and  to  the  south,  Keep  not  back : 
bring  my  sons  from  far,  and  my  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth ; 

7.  Even  every  one  that  is  called  by  my  name :  for  I  have  created  him  for 
my  glory,  I  have  formed  him ;  yea,  I  have  made  him. 
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8.  Bring  forth  the  blind  people  that  have  eyes,  and  the  deaf  that  have 


9.  Let  all  the  nations  be  gathered  together,  and  let  the  people  be  assembled : 
who  among  them  can  declare  this,  and  show  us  former  things?  let  them  bring 
forth  their  witnesses,  that  they  may  be  justified :  or  let  them  hear,  and  say, 
It  is  truth. 

10.  Ye  are  my  witnesses,  saith  the  Lord,  and  my  servant  whom  I  have 
chosen :  that  ye  may  know  and  believe  me,  and  understand  that  I  am  He : 
before  me  there  was  no  GOD  formed,  neither  shall  there  be  after  me. 

11.  I,  even  I,  am  the  Lord ;  and  beside  me  there  is  no  saviour. 

12.  I  have  declared,  and  have  saved,  and  I  have  showed,  when  there  was 
no  strange  god  among  you :  therefore  ye  are  my  witnesses,  saith  the  Lord, 
that  I  am  GOD. 

13.  Yea,  before  the  day  was  I  am  He ;  and  there  is  none  that  can  deliver 
out  of  my  hand :  I  will  work,  and  who  shall  let  it  ? 

14.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  your  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel ;   For 
your  sake  I  have  sent  to  Babylon,  and  have  brought  down  all  their  nobles, 
and  the  Chaldeans,  whose  cry  is  in  the  ships. 

15.  I  am  the  Lord,  your  Holy  One,  the  Creator  of  Israel,  your  King. 

16.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  which  maketh  a  way  in  the  sea,  and  a  path  in 
the  mighty  waters ; 

17.  Which  bringeth  forth  the  chariot  and  horse,  the  army  and  the  power  ; 
they  shall  lie  down  together,  they  shall  not  rise :  they  are  extinct,  they  are 
quenched  as  tow. 


PSALM  xcvi.  1-5. 

O  SING  a  new  song  to  the  Lord :  For  great's  the  Lord,  and  greatly  He 

Sing  all  the  earth  to  GOD.  Is  to  be  magnified ; 

To  GOD  sing,  bless  His  name,  show  still  Yea,  worthy  to  be  fear'd  is  He 

His  saving  health  abroad.  Above  all  gods  beside. 

Among  the  heathen  nations  For  all  the  gods  are  idols  dumb, 

His  glory  do  declare ;  Which  blinded  nations  fear ; 

And  unto  all  the  people  show  But  our  GOD  is  the  Lord,  by  whom 

His  works  that  wondrous  are.  The  heav'ns  created  were. 


ENACTMENT  THE  FIKST.  35 


EXODUS  xx.  1-3. 

"  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,      .      .      .      Thou  shall  have  no 
other  gods  before  Me" 

BRETHREN, — The  primary  benefit  conferred  on  mankind 
by  a  divine  revelation  is  its  disclosure  of  the  true  Object 
of  worship.  Without  this,  as  a  system  of  religion,  it  had 
wanted  an  adorable  Being — as  a  system  of  ethics,  it  had 
possessed  no  sanction — as  a  system  of  rules,  no  authority 
had  enforced  its  observance.  Hence,  to  unfold  as  to 
enforce  the  reality,  the  spirituality  with  the  unity  of  the 
Godhead — to  exhibit  His  august  attributes — to  display 
His  ceaseless  and  universal  agency — to  point  out  His 
varied  works,  and  to  identify  Him  with  His  most  holy 
Word — these  have  been  the  first  and  the  last  care  of  the 
Spirit  of  grace  and  truth  when  inditing  the  inspired 
oracles.  As  the  foundation  of  the  whole  fabric,  we  find 
its  Builder  and  Maker  introduced  in  the  opening  line  of 
the  volume"— for  GOD,  yes,  GOD  is  there.  At  the  fall  of 
man  from  innocence,  we  find  the  righteous  Judge — for 
GOD,  yes,  GOD  is  there.  At  the  call  of  a  people,  in  their 
faithful  progenitor,  to  maintain  this  name  and  revere  it, 
we  find  the  Holy  One  of  Israel — for  GOD,  yes,  GOD  is 
there.  The  more  ancient  record  is  completed ;  and  as  it 
began  with  His  creating  energy,  it  concludes  with  the 
threat  of  His  coming  to  smite  the  earth  with  a  curse 
— for  GOD,  yes,  GOD  is  there.  The  Dayspring  from  on 
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high  is  about  to  empurple  the  east — the  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  host  award  Him  glory  then— for  GOD,  yes,  GOD 
is  there.  And  the  unerring  Teacher  directs  His  disciples 
to  the  act  and  the  utterance  of  prayer,  and  thus  opens  His 
solemn  appeal,  "  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven" — for 
GOD,  yes,  GOD  is  there.  0 !  and  in  the  winding  up  of 
the  inspired  drama,  as  if  to  bring  under  our  review  the 
mysterious  Trinity,  the  Lord  is  seen  and  heard,  the  Lamb 
is  seen  and  worshipped,  and,  with  the  Bride  herself,  the 
Spirit  invites  us  to  come— for,  in  sooth,  the  very  Godhead 
is  there. 

Now,  brethren,  as  the  centre-point  around  which  these 
intimations  revolve,  as  the  luminous  focus  by  which  these 
beams  are  converged,  or  as  the  sun  from  which  they  ir 
radiate,  is  the  first  of  the  first  great  commandment.  As 
the  Spirit  of  GOD  hovering  over  the  chaotic  mass,  so  this 
is  exalted  as  the  highest  at  once  and  the  best— as  the 
majestic  cloud— as  the  brilliant  flamings  of  the  shekinah 
in  the  temple — so  this  stands  forth  in  peerless  prominency 
and  grandeur.  Like  the  cross  lifted  up  on  the  Place  of  a 
Skull,  when  it  bore  the  body  of  Jesus,  to  this,  as  a  dis 
covery  and  injunction,  is  turned  the  mental  eye  ;  by  it  is 
gendered  every  pious  emotion,  while  around  it  is  found 
to  cluster  every  pure  moral  feeling.  Yes,  amid  the  legal 
brotherhood  this  "  testimony"  is  enthroned,  as  Christ  will 
be  at  the  judgment ;  and  amid  the  quenching  of  stars, 
the  fall  of  planets,  the  dissolution  of  this  world  as  now, 
this  shall  remain  unscathed — shall  be  carried  to  heaven, 
and  fixed  behind  the  throne  of  GOD  and  the  Lamb,  for 
the  hosts  to  contemplate  for  ever.  As  regulating  all 
worshipful  homage,  this  one  will  not  be  discarded— this 
one  shall  never  be  changed.  Angels  may  captivate  us 
then,  the  archangel  may  win  us  by  his  splendour, 
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cherubim  may  dazzle  us  with  their  brightness,  and  glori 
fied  companions  may  bid  us  to  fragrant  bowers ;  but,  with 
a  sound  more  impressive  still,  will  be  heard  for  ever  and 
aye,  what  the  voice  from  Horeb  enjoins — "Thou,  0  saint 
— thou,  0  higher  messenger — thou  shalt  have  no  other 
gods  as  competitors  with  me,  in  these  my  luminous 
regions." 

That  this,  then,  should  lead  the  van  of  this  noble 
array  of  enactments,  is  not  only  wise,  it  is  needful;  and 
that  it  should  have  been  entrusted  with  a  people  peculiar, 
because  they  had  it,  is  gracious  as  it  is  good.  GOD, 
indeed,  had  made  himself  known,  but  as  often  was  He  left 
and  forgotten.  Soon,  alas  !  all  flesh  apostatised  from 
their  Maker,  and  so  deeply  corrupted  their  ways. 
Soon,  alas !  by  its  carnalising  devices,  the  world  knew 
not  GOD  ;  and  but  for  this  annunciation  and  arrangement, 
either  atheism  or  polytheism,  had  universally  prevailed. 
Ah !  the  name  of  their  Creator  had  been  banished  from 
His  works — the  name  of  their  Father  from,  the  circle 
of  His  family,  and  we,  with  all  mankind,  had  been 
prostrating  our  bodies,  and  prostituting  our  minds, 
and  ruining  our  own  souls,  by  crouching  before  and 
worshipping  things  destined  to  be  corruptible.  Now, 
to  arrest  this  deluging  flood,  and  finally  dry  up  its 
waters — to  limit  this  degrading  practice,  and  eventually 
secure  its  extinction,  have  we  here  set  forth,  in  colours 
the  most  vivid,  as  with  concentrated  radiance,  the 
most  important,  the  most  imposing  of  all  theological 
truths.  He  who  in  the  beginning  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth — who  ratified  His  covenant  with  Noah,  and 
renewed  and  enlarged  it  with  Abraham — He  whose  title 
had  been  divulged  as  the  "I  AM" — the  uncreated,  but 
all-creating — the  unsustained,  but  all-sustaining — the 
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unseen,  but  all-seeing,  the  eternal,  immutable  Jehovah  — 
this  is  He  who  is  here  proclaimed  as  the  object,  single 
and  alone,  of  all  our  reverential  regards.  In  His  essential 
unity,  too,  we  furthermore  behold  Him  giving  utterance 
to  its  lofty  reverberation,  "  Hear,  0  Israel,  the  Lord  thy 
GOD  is  one  GOD."  Furthermore  is  He  here  arrayed  in 
His  most  majestic  as  well  as  attractive  characteristics.  The 
Lord  is  He,  of  all  magnificence  and  might,  but  also  the 
gracious  God,  proffering  rewards  to  obedience,  but  in  no 
wise  clearing  the  guilty.  Ay,  the  index  here  is  to  that 
nation's  GOD  of  whom  cometh  salvation  —  the  Father  of 
the  patriarchs,  the  Inspirer  of  the  prophets,  and  before 
all,  the  GOD  and  Father  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Nay, 
but  is  it  not  Jesus  also  ?  is  it  not  the  Spirit  also  ?  that 
be  here  set  forth  —  those  "three  who  bear  record  in  heaven," 
and  who  rule  and  breathe  on  earth  —  those  three  who  are 
one,  co-equal  in  power  and  in  glory. 

I.  How  this  precept  may  be  violated  ; 

II.  When  it  is  observed; 

III.  The  inducements  to  obey  it  —  let  these  engage  our 
attention  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  discourse. 

And  may  the  Being  who  passed  this  law  have  mercy 
upon  us,  and  incline  our  hearts  to  keep  it  ! 


We  are  to  have  no  other  gods  save  one,  and 
that  too  the  living  and  the  true.  If,  therefore,  we  have 
not  that  One,  or  if  we  presume  with  Him  to  have  more, 
we  verily,  on  either  supposition,  are  not  guiltless  of  its 
great  transgression.  Perceive  ye,  however,  that  this  pre 
supposes  none  are  so  sottish,  none  so  insane,  as  to  have  no 
manner  of  god.  It  deems  it  not  worthy  of  its  dignity  to 
.stoop  to  such  "fools"  as  these,  who  are  wholly  irrational 
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and  vain.  But,  implying  the  fact  that  every  man  must 
have  his  deity — something  that  he  venerates,  something 
that  he  trusts  to  for  counsel,  for  supply,  for  protection — 
it  bears  every  one  so  inately  endowed  to  Him  who 
formed  him  thus.  In  doing  this  it  rescues  him  from 
whatever  is  fictitious,  from  whatever  may  assert  a  place 
on  a  platform  with  the  Father  of  his  spirit ;  and  if  thus 
it  be,  the  mandate  is  disregarded,  when  we  do  not  know 
GOD  as  GOD,  and  also  as  our  GOD  in  covenant.  If  we 
live  in  a  remiss  and  culpable  ignorance  of  His  nature, 
with  its  outgoings,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  award  Him 
what  is  His  due ;  and  so  we  fill  not  the  measure  of  this 
duty.  Like  to  the  Samaritans,  we  worship  we  know  not 
what — like  to  the  Athenians,  we  pray  to  an  Unknown 
GOD,  and  not  according  to  reason.  In  such  gloom,  how 
sure  is  there  to  be  error,  how  sure  to  take  GOD  to  be 
such  an  one  as  ourselves,  clothing  Him  with  attributes 
wholly  derogatory  to  His  name,  and  inconsistent  with  His 
pure  spirituality!  Or  should  we  know  Him  even  as  the 
heavens  declare — even  as  the  sparkling  volume  reveals 
Him — should  we  not  be  impressed  as  we  ought,  on  the 
rise  of  such  a  perception,  I  fear  this  law  is  broken. 
This  Light  may  shine,  but  if  we  do  not  receive  it,  verily 
we  are  in  darkness.  This  Beam  may  glow,  but  if  it 
warms  us  not,  verily  we  are  impervious  ;  or,  if  not 
quickened  by  such  ardour,  verily  we  are  insensate.  We 
may  admit  His  manifold  infinitudes,  but  we  fall  short  of 
the  intent  of  this  injunction,  when  we  steel  our  hearts 
against  the  vivifying  impressions  which  a  scriptural  recog 
nition  of  the  Divinity  is  so  eminently  calculated  to  form. 
So  that  to  be  up  to  this  requirement,  we  are  not  only  to 
feel  after,  but  also  to  feel  GOD  throughout  our  entire 
intellectual  along  with  our  emotional  nature.  And  even 
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these  instilled  and  awakened,  should  we  fail  to  make  an 
open  announcement  of  His  name,  or  to  give  in  our  adhe 
rence  to  His  cause,  or  to  yield  ready  submission  to  His 
authority — Alas !  we  do  not  exhibit  His  gloriousness  as 
the  first  commandment  enforces. 

Still,  dear  brethren,  we  are  not  charging  either  listener 
or  reader  with  the  violation  of  this  law  in  any  of  its  more 
aggravated  forms.  We  charge  not  any  with  literally 
worshipping  or  religiously  serving  the  creature  to  the 
exclusion  of  Him  who  made  all  living  things.  We  do 
not  even  imagine  that  you  have  strange  gods  in  your 
homes,  or  in  your  private  chambers,  such  as  be  fashioned 
after  man's  device.  No  idea  have  we,  as  beautifully  ex 
pressed  by  Job,  that  your  hearts  have  ever  been  enticed 
by  the  sun  when  shining,  or  that  you  ever  kiss  hands 
when  you  see  the  moon  walking  in  brightness ;  for  this 
would  be  blankly  to  deny  the  GOD  who  is  above  you. 
Still,  though  not  so  flagrantly  in  methods  and  manners, 
far  from  inculpable  or  few,  may  you  tamper  with  this 
commandment.  Alas !  who  among  us  all  can  say  that 
we  have  not,  by  our  impious  predilections,  provoked  the 
Lord  to  jealousy  1  Nay,  but  haply  the  most  strictly 
observant  among  us  have  reason  to  make  this  confession : 
"0  Lord  our  GOD,  other  lords  beside  Thee  have  had 
dominion  over  us."  Yes,  the  spirit  of  the  passage  is 
strict,  is  uncompromising,  is  searching,  just  as  in  its 
penalties  severe.  As  did  Laban  in  Jacob's  tent,  it  looks 
into  very  crevice  and  cranny  of  our  sacred  imaginings 
and  desires,  to  find  out  if  among  all  such  "  stuff'''  there 
be  any  false  gods  concealed.  With  Jacob  we  may  be 
wroth  at  the  mere  surmise  of  such  iniquity,  still,  though 
haply,  as  with  him,  all  but  unknown  to  ourselves,  some 
such  secreted  shrine  may  be  hid  by  our  native  deceitfulness, 
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which  smiles,  as  did  EacheFs  countenance  when  she 
covered  the  sin.  So  that  neither  audibly  nor  ostensibly 
may  we  ever  deny  the  Lord — nay,  outwardly  may  we 
confess,  and  visibly  may  we  worship  Him ;  and  yet  all 
the  while,  to  His  omniscient  eye,  may  we  be  harbouring 
sundry  other  objects,  to  the  which  we  are  religiously 
devoted,  so  having  "other  gods  before  Him."  Yes,  if 
there  be  aught  else,  be  it  person,  or  property,  or 
pleasures,  which  we  more  ardently  long  for,  or  which 
we  more  devotedly  cultivate,  or  which  we  supremely 
love — then  these  are  other  claimants,  by  the  which  we 
insult,  if  we  do  not  dethrone,  Jehovah.  One  such 
desire  or  pursuit  inordinately  cherished  or  followed,  like 
a  dead  fly  in  the  ointment,  taints  the  whole  vial  of  our 
incense,  and  incurs  the  Divine  indignation.  Therefore, 
when  I  see  the  father  doting  on  his  children,  only  alive 
to  their  earthly  honour  or  praise,  keeping  them  nearest 
his  heart,  I  remind  him  of  this  law.  When  I  see  the 
woman,  as  Eebekah  was,  very  fair  to  look  upon,  beholding 
her  natural  face  in  a  glass  all  too  complacently  and 
frequently,  I  point  her  to  this  law;  and  when  I  see  the 
man  who  is  proud  of  his  genius,  his  talent,  or  his  learning, 
ever  worshipping  his  own  mind  instead  of  the  Being  wiio 
gave  it,  I  direct  him  to  this  law;  and  when  I  see  the 
ambitious  man  panting  to  reach  the  summit  of  popularity 
or  of  power,  ever  paying  his  homage  to  fame,  I  warn  him 
of  this  law;  and  when  I  see  the  ostentatious  man  bediz- 
zened  with  pompous  ornaments,  flaunting  his  decorations, 
solaced  with  a  gaudy  retinue,  ever  delighting  in  this  the 
most  pitiful  pride  of  this  pitiful  life,  I  tell  him  of  this 
commandment.  Or  when  I  hear  another  boasting  himself 
of  his  riches,  and  as  they  increase,  setting  his  heart  upon 
them — when  I  hear  him  "  say  to  the  gold,  Thou  art  my 
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hope,  and  to  the  fine  gold,  Thou  art  my  confidence"  —  him  I 
warn  with  more  of  peremptoriness  to  flee  this  aged  lust, 
for  "  covetousness  is  idolatry."  And  when  I  see  the 
lover  of  pleasure  more  than  the  lover  of  GOD  courting 
nothing,  seeking  nothing,  enjoying  nothing  but  fleshly 
excitements,  earthly  gratifications,  or  carnalising  delights, 
then  read  I  this  law  with  an  emphatic  meaning  before 
him.  Yes,  over  all  such  outward  things  must  we  in 
reprobation  exclaim,  "These  be  thy  gods,  0  Israel!"  — 
occupying  that  place  which  Jehovah  should  hold  in  thy 
bosom. 


,  Such,  then,  are  sundry  of  the  forms  in  which 
this  statute  may  be  openly  or  covertly  set  at  nought  — 
such  some  of  the  affections  which  conduct  to  the  verge  of 
transgressing  it.  Like  every  other  dictate  of  Sinai,  it  may 
be  unsuspectingly  traversed,  as  it  may  be  wittingly  dis 
regarded,  even  by  professing  believers  in  GOD  and  His 
Holy  Child.  Let  us  now,  and  in  the  second  place,  discover 
when  we  may  be  said  to  observe  it.  In  doing  this, 
is  it  your  imagination  that  all  other  attachments  are  to 
be  cut  asunder,  that  all  other  loves  are  to  cool,  and  no 
other  object  respected  ?  With  this  Divine  charge  is  it  not 
compatible  to  bear  an  affection  of  any  one  kind,  or  to  any 
one  degree,  as  marked  on  the  thermometer  of  feeling  \ 
Yes,  quite  in  unison  with  it  are  we  allowed,  nay,  enjoined 
to  hold  others  dear,  if  only  GOD  is  dearer  —  to  esteem 
others  as  valuable,  if  only  Christ  is  more  precious  —  to 
court  other  salutary  agencies,  if  we  only  yield  the  most 
implicitly  to  the  sacred  influences  of  the  life-giving  Spirit. 
Only  let  the  balance  of  our  affections  be  adjusted  by  those 
of  the  sanctuary  —  only  let  that  subordination  of  them  be 
established  which  Moses'  law  and  Christ's  religion  de- 
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mand  over  them  all,  be  it  reason,  reflection,  or  emotion ; 
and  in  them  all  only  let  GOD  be  GOD,  there  reigning  with 
sovereign  sway,  then  may  we  employ  and  improve  them. 
Nay,  we  will  love  parents,  relatives,  friends,  for  the  love 
we  bear  to  Him,  as  received  from  His  gracious  hand. 
Every  such  gift  will  be  the  more  highly  prized,  while 
every  such  relationship  will  be  the  more  sedulously  cul 
tivated,  as  a  bond  which  He  hath  woven.  You  will  love 
father  and  mother,  but  less  than  you  do  Jesus — you  will 
love  wife,  and  sister,  and  brother,  but  less  than  you  do  Him, 
else  not  are  ye  worthy  of  Him,  not  of  His  blessings  or  His 
cause.  Observing  this  first  commandment,  far  be  it  from 
any  to  aver  that  it  presupposes  the  renouncement  of  all 
human  allegiance.  All  it  requires  is  a  preference  of,  with 
a  deference  to,  that  sacrament  sworn  to  this  King  of 
kings.  Nor  does  it  embody  the  demand  to  repudiate 
earthly  authority;  but  should  opposition  arise  because  of 
the  Word,  should  a  competitorship  spring  up  between 
divine  and  human  order,  then  the  inculcation  here  is,  to 
follow  Peter  and  John,  and  of  the  highest  mundane  magis 
trates  thus  to  demand,  with  a  boldness  chastened  with 
meekness,  "  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  GOD  to 
hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  GOD,  judge  ye."  Now, 
it  is  thus,  and  so  far  you  are  said  to  observe  this  enact 
ment.  The  celestial  Legislator  is  thus  supremely  honoured 
by  your  bringing  down  every  thought  to  the  obedience 
of  Jesus  Christ,  "  whiles  by  the  experiment  of  this  minis 
tration,"  as  Paul  affirms,  "others  glorify  GOD  for  your 
professed  subjection  to  His  gospel." 

But  every  lofty  imagination  being  thus  cast  down, 
every  God-dishonouring  thought  and  pursuit  abandoned, 
the  positive  of  both  must  begin.  If  every  corner  of  the 
house  has  been  "swept  clean"  of  all  such  usurpers  and 
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intruders,  we  are  next  to  have  it  "garnished"  with  holy 
sentiment,  and  adorned  with  the  heavenly  presence.     For 
the  throne  thus  vacated,  it  behoves  us  to  find  a  monarch. 
For  the  palace  of  our  minds  thus  empty,  a  royal  inmate 
is  wanted — as  for  the  subjects  of  these  bosoms,  a  king. 
When  we  have  sought  and  secured  these  in  one  Divine 
personation,  we  perform  the  great  duty  which  our  mean 
ingful  negation  implies.     Having  no  other  gods,  we  are 
to  admit  the  one  GOD — having  no  false  prophet,  we  are 
to  hearken  to  Him  that  is  the  Faithful  Witness ;  and  har 
bouring  no  unclean  demons,  are  we  to  cherish  the  Spirit 
of  holiness.     We  reach  the  standard  here  erected  in  face 
of  the  earth  and  the  heavens,  so  soon  as  GOD  is  correctly 
known  and  sensibly  acknowledged,  as  the  acquaintance 
ship  can  be  formed  in  His  Word.    Show  me  a  belief  all 
unfeigned  in  His  being,  with  its  awTe-gendering  distinctions 
— show  me  this  faith  resting  on,  as  well  as  realising  Him 
— show  me  this  in  a  corresponding  recognition  in   all 
events   and   providences,   and    you   show   me   the  first 
principle  of  this  law's  observance — show  me  a  fear  of 
Him  tempered  with  affection — a  love  of  Him  sanctified 
with  reverence,  and  you  show  me  its  further  development. 
Let  me  have  Him  before  every  faculty,  and  energy,  and 
motive,  regulating  these  and  deeply  impressing  them  all, 
and  I  find  Him  in  your  thoughts.     Let  me  have  every 
passion  in  submission  to  His  dispensations,  and  always 
indulged  in  the  line  of  His  holy  prescriptions,  and  you 
give  me  the  best  test  of  your  love.     Let  me  have  a 
devotedness  of  spirit,  which  delights  in  secret  commu- 
nings,  which  feeds    on   public  worship,   which  bemoans 
its  weakness  in  prayer,  and  sends  forth  its  melody  in 
praises ;    and  in  these  again  I  trace  what  Jehovah  has 
enjoined,  just  as  I  do  the  treasure  of  the  heart  from  the 
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tincture  of  labial  expression.  Yea,  and  to  crown  and 
complete  the  whole  —  to  body  forth  what  is  felt  within, 
by  what  is  performed  without  —  a  conduct  is  wanted  in 
all  points  becoming  the  Gospel  —  that  is,  a  ready  service, 
a  free,  an  unfaltering  obedience,  an  eagerness  to  run,  with 
an  alacrity  in  running  in  the  path  of  these  precious  com 
mandments.  Such  is  the  requisite,  such  the  reasonable 
demand,  as  the  fruit  decides  the  tree.  What  indeed  is 
this,  as  a  combined  mental  movement,  but  the  inevitable 
result  of  realising  the  great  GOD  and  our  Saviour  —  the 
outflowing  effects  of  admitting  Him,  with  His  essential 
magnificence,  into  the  recesses  of  the  soul  ?  Thus  it  is  by 
belief,  by  trust,  by  hope,  by  delight,  as  originating  in  the 
Wisest  and  the  Best,  that  He  by  us  is  "  sanctified,"  while 
He  proves  "our  dread."  And  thus,  too,  by  us  is  His 
mandate  by  the  prophet  fulfilled,  "But  this  thing  I 
commanded  them,  saying,  Obey  my  voice,  and  I  will  be 
your  GOD,  and  ye  shall  be  my  people."  Oh  !  and  as 
involving  the  glory  of  our  Creator,  Eedeemer,  and  Sanc- 
tifier,  certes  it  cannot  be  too  much  to  ask  that  this  be 
done,  be  thought  of,  be  felt,  be  discharged,  in  a  manner 
the  most  punctual,  with  a  readiness  the  most  eager,  to  a 
degree  the  most  eminent,  in  a  space  the  most  extensive  — 
yea,  and  in  fine,  with  a  "perfect  heart"  before  Him. 


Having  thus  considered  what  constitutes  the 
infraction  as  well  as  the  keeping  of  Sinai's  primal  divulge- 
ment,  let  us,  in  the  last  place,  briefly  attend  to  the  obliga 
tions  and  motives  by  which  we  ought  to  be  influenced  in 
our  endeavour  to  conform  to  its  caution.  Now,  if  there 
is  any  link  which  connects  our  spirits  with  their  Maker, 
we  must  acknowledge  His  name  as  indicative  of  His 
nature;  and  as  this  we  would  preserve  intact,  so  must  we 
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also  revere  Him.  As  we  would  that  a  crime,  in  our  circum 
stances,  at  least — the  most  heinous,  and  a  guilt  the  most 
enormous — be  not  laid  at  our  door,  is  this  inspired 
adstriction  to  bind  us.  As  we  covet  and  pray  for  piety  in 
thought,  and  godliness  in  action — as  we  would  yet  adhere 
to  GOD  as  the  mainstay  of  our  hopes — as  we  would  still 
dwell  on  His  attributes,  as  themes  for  our  sweetest  medi 
tations — as  we  would  that  His  glory  continue  to  con 
stitute  the  grand  end  of  our  being — by  each  of  these 
spiritual  delights  are  we  invoked  to  maintain  it.  And 
furthermore  to  aid  us- — as  to  persuade  us  to  do  so,  to 
deter  us  from  every  infraction — comes  in  the  sentiment 
of  justice.  Who  but  the  fool  may  deny  that  Jehovah  has 
rightful  claims  on  us  His  accountable  children,  nay,  on 
the  whole  round  universe  1  Now,  as  we  admit  and 
hallow  these — as  we  would  uphold  His  right  to  empire, 
and  power,  and  blessing — so  may  we  not  dare  to  refuse 
Him  these  awardings.  If  we  do,  we  treat  Him  as  a  pre 
tender — discard  Christ  as  a  usurper— quench  the  Spirit's 
flame  as  if  it  were  but  "  strange  fire" — so  making  GOD  a 
liar.  As  we  tremble,  then,  at  this  epithet,  especially  in 
such  a  combination,  as  we  regard  with  abhorrence  any 
attempt  to  take  from  GOD  and  give  it  to  Satan — as  we 
hate  to  see  the  thing  made  raised  to  an  equality  with 
Him  who  formed  it — as  we  would  escape  such  imputa 
tions  of  accumulated  insult  on  that  Head  which  wears 
the  stars — by  all  these  pious  antipathies  are  we  driven 
from  every  false  god.  And  if  so  thus,  there  is  not  one 
rising  of  piety — not  one  of  its  silken  cords — not  one 
of  its  golden  loopings — not  one  of  its  soft  persuasives 
that  bind  us  not,  and  oblige  us  not  to  the  keeping  of  this 
holy  law.  But  GOD  is  not  only  the  greatest,  also  the 
most  gracious  is  He.  And  this  brings  us  in  sight  of 
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another  feeling  which  should  draw  us  close  to  His  cause 
and  shut  us  up  in  His  kingdom.     Not  is  it  with  less,  but 
assuredly  with  augmented  force  that  the  impressions  of 
gratitude,  with  the  consciousness  of  a  constant  depen 
dence,  advance  to  confirm  our  choice  in  regard  to  this 
ample  precept.     To  whom  are  we  indebted,  if  not  to  Him, 
for  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things  ?     To  whom  but  to  Him 
are  we  obligated  for  that  light,  and  hope,  and  comfort, 
and  strength,  and  peace,  imparted  through  the  scheme  of 
salvation1?     Who  but  He  loved  us  so  that  His  own  Son 
was  not  spared'?     Who  but  He  was  so  solicitious  for  our 
enlightenment,  as  to  send  forth  the  Spirit  to  lead  us  into 
all  truth?     And  to  whose  inspiration,  but  that  of  the 
Almighty,  can  we  give  authorhood  to  that  Word,  "the 
entrance  of  which  giveth  light!"     0!    has  not  each  of 
these  favours   a   tongue,  bidding   us   to   adoration  and 
service? — each  of  these,  has  it  not  an  influence,  as  with 
that  of  gravitation  imbued,  drawing  us  to  the  Centre  of 
our   blessings,  and   actuating   our   mental   impulses   to 
revolve  unswervingly,  unceasingly,  unweariedly,  around 
this  glorious  Being,  who  is  a  Sun  to  His  people?     Does 
any  earthly  benefactor  make  a  demand  on  our  recogni 
tion? — then   GOD   more.     Does  any  one  challenge   our 
praises? — then  GOD  more.     Has  any  one  a  claim  to  our 
hearts  ? — then  GOD  more.     So  that  if  we  are  not  "  past 
feeling" — having  our  "consciences  seared " — having  the 
heart    of  stone  —  verily   such    precious    benefits,    such 
unspeakable  gifts  of  created  excellence — of  redemption 
and  grace — verily  these  will  prove  motives  with  us  all 
to  own  GOD,  and  serve  Him — motives  which  time  will 
not  alter,  nor  even  eternity  weaken.     Therefore,  by  these 
very  mercies  of  God,  by  every  supposable  cause  which 
kindness,  condescension,  long-suffering,  and  benevolence 
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can  produce,  are  we  once  more  drawn  as  by  the  cords  of 
men,  to  attend  to  this  leading  enactment — to  worship 
reverently  towards  GOD'S  holy  temple — yea,  and  by  this, 
the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  are  we  besought  to  repent  of 
having  ever  infringed  it  1 

Brethren,  if  such  perceptions,  and  convictions,  and 
recollections,  advance  with  their  inducements  to  glorify 
the  "  GOD  of  the  Hebrews/'  as  also  the  Christian's  GOD, 
not  the  less  lovingly  are  we  moved  to  this  avowal  by  a 
sense  of  personal  advantage.  We  know  this  is  last  to 
be  mentioned,  though  all  the  while  it  is  entertained. 
Among  other  and  more  generous  inducements,  it  must 
not  by  us  be  omitted,  as  it  has  not  been  by  our  heavenly 
Master  ;  for  to  the  keeping  of  His  every  commandment, 
by  himself  has  been  appended  a  very  great  reward.  Nor  is 
it  to  be  doubted  that  our  own  dignity,  as  well  as  duty,  is 
involved  in  GOD  being  ours.  Precisely  as  we  exhibit  His 
honour,  do  we  exalt  ourselves,  and  we  proportionally  lose 
our  own,  as  we  come  short  of  His  glory.  With  Him  in 
our  reverential  regards  are  we  restrained  from  sin,  and 
correspondingly  preserved  from  misery.  Even  here  in 
His  presence  is  almost  a  fulness  of  joy — while  seated  in 
contemplation  at  His  right  hand,  we  have  a  foretaste  of 
those  rivers  of  pleasure  which  therefrom  flow,  and  that 
for  evermore.  In  the  light  of  His  countenance  alone  we 
see  light — without  it  we  are  in  gloom;  and  truly  an 
inducement  is  here.  Dwelling  with  Him,  reposing  as  in 
His  bosom,  our  minds  are  kept  in  perfect  peace,  but 
without  Him  there  is  turmoil;  and  truly  an  inducement 
is  here.  Under  the  covert  of  His  wing  are  we  shielded 
from  the  arrow  and  the  pestilence,  but  away  from  Him 
are  we  ever  exposed ;  and  truly  an  inducement  is  here. 
Ah!  away  from  GOD  no  beam  is  there,  but  blackness — 
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no  tranquillity  is  there,  but  terror — no  assurance  is  there, 
for  all  is  unpardoned  sin. 

Yes,  brethren,  and  in  conclusion,  learn  to  remember 
this — that  in  GOD,  the  soul  once  in  orphanage  recovers 
its  heavenly  Father,  by  whom  all  its  wants  are  supplied 
— that  in  GOD,  the  soul  once  in  widowhood  is  restored 
to  its  Divine  Husband,  by  whom  its  affections  are  blessed 
— that  in  GOD,  the  soul  once  in  darkness  and  sterility 
finds  a  celestial  Luminary,  by  whose  broad  effulgence 
its  best  seed  germinates — its  fairest  flowers  effloresce, 
while  its  most  beauteous  blossoms  blush  to  the  fruits  of 
righteousness.  Then,  from  what  is  due  to  ourselves — far 
as  we  have  been  constituted  the  custodiaries  of  our  own 
elevation,  and  safety,  and  happiness — have  we  in  these 
considerations  motives  the  most  powerful,  motives  omni 
potent,  lasting,  overwhelming,  to  learn,  to  think,  to  feel, 
to  speak,  to  act  throughout  the  whole  current  of  our 
days,  in  strict  conformity  with  this  leading  direction, 
uttered  by  the  high  voice  of  Heaven,  when  it  said,  "Thou 
shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  Me."  As  involving  Thy 
glory — as  conversant  with  our  felicity,  0  Lord,  give  all 
of  us  grace  that  we  may  have  "  respect  unto  this  Thine 
own  statute  continually,"  through  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


(todmntt 


rajtr. 


OLORD,  with  this  entreaty  we  come  before  Thee,  that  Thou  wouldst 
have  mercy  upon  us.  Ours  is  a  race  lying  in  wickedness,  and  we, 
with  our  fathers,  have  sinned.  Knowing  Thee  as  God,  we  have  not  been 
worshipping  Thee  as  we  ought,  neither  have  we  been  thankful.  Other  gods 
beside  thyself  have  had  dominion  over  us;  and  too  often  have  we  been  led 
astray  by  our  idolatrous  hearts.  We  have  forgotten  Thy  spirituality — we 
have  disregarded  Thy  sovereignty,  neither  have  we  been  acknowledging  Thy 
propriety  in  us.  Bring  us,  O  Lord,  to  feel  that  an  idol  is  nothing  in  the 
world — that  with  eyes  it  seeth  not,  with  ears  it  heareth  not,  with  hands  that 
it  cannot  help  us.  Persuade  us  also  that  so  are  all  they  who  trust  in  them, 
and  that  they  shall  be  confounded.  May  we  take  good  heed  unto  ourselves, 
lest  by  these  we  be  corrupted ;  and  may  we  have  grace  to  keep  pure  and  entire 
those  ordinances  only  which  Thou  hast  appointed  in  thy  Word!  Enable 
us  to  realise  Thee  in  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  Emmanuel,  God  with  us ;  and  ever 
may  we  adore  that  great  mystery — God  manifest  in  the  flesh.  As  Thou  art 
a  Spirit,  infinite  and  eternal,  help  us,  O  Father,  to  worship  Thee  in  spirit ; 
and,  away  from  all  that  is  false,  help  us  to  worship  with  that  truth  in  the 
inward  parts  which  Thou  hast  been  pleased  to  demand.  This  petition  we 
prefer  in  the  name  of  Him  whom  thou  hearest  always.  Amen. 


l&ts&an. 

ISAIAH  xliv.  9-20. 

9.  They  that  make  a  graven  image  are  all  of  them  vanity;  and  their 
delectable  things  shall  not  profit ;  and  they  are  their  own  witnesses ;  they  see 
not,  nor  know ;  that  they  may  be  ashamed. 

10.  Who  hath  formed  a  god,  or  molten  a  graven  image  that  is  profitable 
for  nothing  ? 

11.  Behold,  all  his  fellows  shall  be  ashamed:  and  the  workmen,  they  are 
of  men:  let  them  all  be  gathered  together,  let  them  stand  up;  yet  they  shall 
fear,  and  they  shall  be  ashamed  together. 
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12.  The  smith  with  the  tongs  both  worketh  in  the  coals,  and  fashioneth  it 
with  hammers,  and  worketh  it  with  the  strength  of  his  arms :  yea,  he  is 
hungry,  and  his  strength  faileth :  he  drinketh  no  water,  and  is  faint. 

13.  The  carpenter  stretcheth  out  his  rule  ;  he  marketh  it  out  with  a  line  ; 
he  fitteth  it  with  planes,  and  he  marketh  it  out  with  the  compass,  and  maketh 
it  after  the  figure  of  a  man,  according  to  the  beauty  of  a  man  ;  that  it  may 
remain  in  the  house. 

14.  He  heweth  him  down  cedars,  and  taketh  the  cypress  and  the  oak, 
which  he  strengtheneth  for  himself  among  the  trees  of  the  forest ;  he  planteth 
an  ash,  and  the  rain  doth  nourish  it. 

15.  Then  shall  it  be  for  a  man  to  burn  :  for  he  will  take  thereof,  and  warm 
himself ;  yea,  he  kindleth  it,  and  baketh  bread ;  yea,  he  maketh  a  god,  and 
worshippeth  it ;  he  maketh  it  a  graven  image,  and  faileth  down  thereto. 

16.  He  burneth  part  thereof  in  the  fire ;  with  part  thereof  he  eateth  flesh ; 
he  roasteth  roast,  and  is  satisfied  :  yea,  he  warmeth  himself,  and  saith,  Aha, 
I  am  warm,  I  have  seen  the  fire  : 

17.  And  the  residue  thereof  he  maketh  a  god,  even  his  graven  image  :  he 
faileth  down  unto  it,  and  worshippeth  it,  and  prayeth  unto  it,  and  saith, 
Deliver  me,  for  thou  art  my  god. 

18.  They  have  not  known  nor  understood  :  for  He  hath  shut  their  eyes, 
that  they  cannot  see  ;  and  their  hearts  that  they  cannot  understand. 

19.  And  none  considereth  in  his  heart,  neither  is  there  knowledge  nor 
understanding  to  say,  I  have  burned  part  of  it  in  the  fire  ;  yea,  also  I  have 
baked  bread  upon  the  coals  thereof ;  I  have  roasted  flesh,  and  eaten  it :  and 
shall  I  make  the  residue  thereof  an  abomination  ?  shall  I  fall  down  to  the 
stock  of  a  tree  ? 

20.  He  feedeth  on  ashes  :  a  deceived  heart  hath  turned  him  aside,  that  he 
cannot  deliver  his  soul,  nor  say,  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ? 


Cantide. 


PSALM  xcvi.  4-7. 

FOR  great's  the  Lord,  and  greatly  He  Great  honour  is  before  His  face, 

Is  to  be  magnified ;  And  majesty  divine  ; 

Yea,  worthy  to  be  fear'd  is  He  Strength  is  within  His  holy  place, 

Above  all  gods  beside.  And  there  doth  beauty  shine. 

For  all  the  gods  are  idols  dumb,  Do  ye  ascribe  unto  the  Lord, 

Which  blinded  nations  fear ;  Of  people  every  tribe, 

But  our  God  is  the  Lord,  by  whom  Glory  do  ye  unto  the  Lord, 

The  heav'ns  created  were.  And  mighty  power  ascribe. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  4,  5,  6. 

"  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,  .  .  .  Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven 
above,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under  the  earth: 
thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself  to  them,  nor  serve  them:  for  I  the  Lord  thy 
God  am  a  jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  Me;  and  showing 
mercy  unto  thousands  of  them  that  love  Me,  and  keep  my  commandments" 

BRETHREN, — To  bring  mankind  to  a  knowledge,  along  with 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  true  God,  was  the  primary 
design  of  His  revealed  will.  Hence  on  the  forefront  of  it 
is  His  name  engraven ;  on  every  tablet  of  it  is  His  nature 
stamped;  and  from  its  every  high  battlement  wave 
forth  the  banners  of  Jehovah.  And  in  order  that  every 
other  being  might  disappear — or  at  least  be  regarded  as 
infinitely  inferior — that  the  soul  should  be  rescued  from 
all  false  and  fictitious  deities,  did  this  prohibition  issue 
from  the  secret  place  of  thunder :  Thou,  0  man,  of 
whatever  nation,  kindred,  or  tongue,  "thou  shalt  have 
no  other  gods  before  Me." 

Now,  with  the  Lord  Jehovah  and  His  strength  of 
attribute  and  outgoing,  thus  prominently  and  peerlessly 
set  before  our  mental  vision,  and  from  which  it  may 
never  wander,  though  it  may  sometimes  quail,  the  next 
vital  question  is,  wherewithal  shall  we  come  before  Him'? 
If  the  palace  is  here  defined,  where  is  the  avenue  to  reach 
it?  If  the  object  of  adoration  is  here,  how  shall  we 
acceptably  worship  Him'?  The  answer  to  this,  but  given 
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in  the  negation,  constitutes  the  sum  and  substance  of  the 
second  commandment.  This,  too,  it  does  by  obstructing 
a  path  man  is  most  prone  to  follow,  by  peremptorily 
forbidding  him  a  course  into  which  he  has  constantly 
strayed.  And  debarring  him  thus  from  such  patent  and 
palpable  deviation,  it  compels  him  to  look  straight  on 
and  to  advance  right  forward  to  the  house,  the  throne, 
the  presence  of  Him  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever. 
Having  given  us  the  faith  in  the  first,  here  gain  we  the 
form  of  sound  words,  and  of  sound  worship,  which  have 
ever  been  delivered  to  the  saints.  But  should  we  swerve 
by  the  least  of  it  from  this  mandate,  we  fall  among  briers 
and  thorns  —  should  we  lose  sight,  for  a  moment,  of  this 
warning,  we  plunge  into  heathen  darkness,  and  become 
more  guilty  than  they.  Let  us  break  away  from  its 
salutary  attraction,  and  we  become  at  once,  and  haply  for 
ever,  so  many  wandering  stars,  rushing  from  the  bright 
brotherhood  of  those  who  worship  in  spirit  and  truth. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  there  are  two  separate 
aspects  in  which  it  can  be  viewed,  and  these  are  — 

I.  The  urgency  of  the  requirement  ;  and 

II.  The  sanctions  by  which  the  law  is  upheld. 

And  may  the  Spirit  of  God  teach  us  to  know  this  law, 
and  incline  our  hearts  to  keep  it  ! 


*  The  urgency  of  this  requirement  strikes  out  into 
three  great  branches.  There  is,  first,  the  prevalence  of  its 
neglect,  then  man's  proneness  to  relapse  into  idolatry,  and 
then  its  immoral  results.  These  we  shall  discuss  in  their 
order.  The  prevalence  of  the  neglect  of  this  testimony 
becomes  more  than  indisputable  —  it  becomes  positively 
affecting,  when  we  dwell  on  the  phases  of  Paganism. 
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This,  indeed,  we  might  augur  from  the  minuteness  of  the 
debarments  by  which  it  is  distinguished.      These  prove 
that  with  more  than  wonted  solicitude  the  Lord  would 
protect  His  honour,  and  guard   all  future  worshippers. 
Neither  are  the  requirements  more  specific  or  numerous 
than  the  state  of  the  world  demanded,  or  than  it  calls  for 
still.      0  !   in  a  space,  alas !  too  brief  after  the  Divine 
disclosures  to  our  remote  progenitors,  did  idolatry  begin 
to  appear,  as  representing  what  never  was  seen — soon  did 
man's  desire  grave  out  tangible  images ;    and  with  'the 
rapidity  of  a  mountain  torrent  did  the  heresy  go  forth  to 
deluge  every  land.     Nay,  with  electric  speed  did  it  travel, 
quickly  striking  with  its  paralysing  shock  whole  genera 
tions  of  men,  as  it  darted  from  the  enginry  of  hell.     Go 
whither  we  may  in  our  historic  researches,  out  of  the 
patriarchal  circle — journey  whither  we  may,  beyond  the 
limits  of  Canaan,  we  meet  with  the  gaunt  abomination- 
meet  with  Gentilism  wherever  Judaism  was  unknown,  and 
often,  and  even  where  it  had  been  promulged.    Under  one 
cloud  of  ignorance  and  error,  as  to  acceptable  religious  rites, 
alike  were  involved  civilised  with  savage  nations.     In  this 
respect  the  North  gave  up  to  the  South — the  East  kept  not 
back  from  the  West  its  monstrously  profane  personations. 
Or  yet,  more  gross  and  irrational,  were  stocks  set  up,  and 
stones  elevated,  not  as  containing  the  numen,  but  as  the 
god  itself.     In  these  tangibilities  was  it  deemed  to  reside, 
or  over  these  haunts  to  hover,   or  about  these  ever  to 
dwell.     Then,  with  wild  and  wayward  imaginings — with 
unsettled,  because  unsatisfied  spirit,  countless  were  the 
objects  selected  wherewith  to  insult  the  Lord,  and  debase 
the   souls  He   had  formed.     Over   this  polytheism  the 
name  written  might  have  been  Legion,  for,  in  sooth,  these 
idols  were  many.     Not  confined  to  what  was  around  on 
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earth,  did  unenlightened  humanity  look  up  to  the  heavens 
above  it.  As  representations  the  most  resplendent,  as 
ordinances  the  most  benign,  was  the  heart  of  it  enticed 
by  the  sun,  and  the  hand  of  it  was  lifted  up  to  the  moon, 
in  all  of  iniquitous  adoration.  To  swell  the  dismal 
nomenclature,  irrational  animals  were  singled  out,  which 
were  protected  and  honoured  as  sacred  ;  nay,  creeping 
things  for  this  were  also  preserved.  Nor  were  woods 
exempt,  nor  shrubs  left  out,  nor  flowers  of  the  field  passed 
by.  0!  had  the  very  reverse  of  Sinai's  second  "word" 
then  been  uttered,  how  observant  had  the  world  been  of 
it — making,  as  it  did,  likenesses  of  everything  in  heaven, 
on  the  earth,  and  beneath  it — bowing  down  to  them  all, 
and  serving  them.  Then,  to  finish  the  degrading  cata 
logue,  every  immoral  feeling — every  carnal  delight  had  its 
statue,  with  its  willing  votaries.  Pride,  as  a  passion,  was 
deified — lust,  as  a  passion,  was  deified — and  cruelty  was 
also  deified  ;  and  thus  was  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible 
God  changed  into  images  made  like  to  corruptible  man, 
and  that,  too,  in  the  vilest  of  his  aspects.  Nor  was  it  only 
here,  or  only  there ;  but  of  such  insulting  offensiveness  the 
whole  world  was  guilty,  and  far  from  charging  its  neigh 
bour,  every  mouth  was  stopped. 

Now,  brethren,  if  ignorance  calls  for  instruction — if 
exposure  cries  out  for  rescue — and  all  the  more  loudly  as 
the  one  is  profound,  as  the  other  is  imminent — certes  in 
depth,  and  expansiveness,  and  perilousness,  no  state  of  a 
race  born  in  the  image  of  God  could  more  touchingly 
appeal  to  himself  for  a  torch  to  dispel  the  darkness,  for 
a  guide  to  point  the  way,  than  such  universal,  such  unmi 
tigated,  and  such  monstrous  idolatry.  And  this  case 
becomes  yet  more  clamant,  when  we  find  that  no  art 
detected,  but  rather  aided  the  fallacy — that  no  philo- 
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sophy  could  expose,  but  that  it  rather  defended  the 
dreadful  theistic  falsehood.  Do  whatever  else  it  might, 
here,  at  least,  civilisation  was  at  fault.  Achieve  what 
else  it  might,  science  was  impotent  to  discover  the  path 
to  a  spiritual  sacrifice.  Nor  was  it  done  by  sophist, 
not  by  sage,  not  by  poet,  not  by  historian;  for  these 
knew  not  God.  Nay,  the  more  did  human  learning  tend 
to  aggravate  the  evil,  since  ingenuity,  and  talent,  and 
taste,  only  augmented  the  number  of  gods  that  were  new 
and  unknown.  The  glare  of  genius  did  not  disperse 
these  vapours,  but  it  made  them  more  apparent — and 
the  powers  of  the  tutored  mind  were  bent,  if  at  all,  not 
to  remove,  but  to  confirm  the  iniquity.  When  from  the 
things  made  our  rational  race  might  have  deduced  the 
eternal  Godhead,  with  His  almighty  power,  "  they  glorified 
Him  not  as  God,  neither  were  they  thankful;"  but,  and 
because  they  had  "become  vain  in  their  imaginations, 
their  foolish  heart  was  darkened."  Yes,  it  was  when  pro 
fessing  themselves  to  be  wise,  the  Gentiles  became  fools 
by  their  worshipping  and  serving  "the  creature  more 
than  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever.  Amen/' 

Now,  and  mark  the  inference  implied  in  the  forthcom 
ing  question.  But  for  the  admonition  encased  in  the 
caution  of  our  text,  what  had  been  the  condition  of  the 
world  ? — where  would  have  been  the  church,  that  pillar 
and  ground  of  the  truth?  The  one  had  been  converted 
into  a  huge  pantheon,  the  other  had  sought  refuge  in 
heaven.  Where  the  prevention  has  not  penetrated,  see 
how  rages  the  disease — where  the  scaring  sound  has  not 
reached,  the  cage  of  this  earth  is  filled  with  such  unclean 
birds.  Yes,  had  not  this  prescription  been  given,  or  this 
warning  conveyed  by  the  religion  of  Christ,  both  as 
incipient  and  finished — not  is  there  a  people,  or  tribe,  or 
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tongue,  that  would  not  have  been  set  on  their  idols— 
whose  knee  would  not  have  been  bent  to  them,  and  whose 
minds  had  not  been  darkened  by  the  shadow  of  this 
materialism,  where  pure  spirituality  should  have  been. 
But  for  this  and  kindred  disclosures,  we  had  been,  with 
our  painted  forefathers,  impiously  fabricating  grotesque 
representations  of  what  is  august  and  unseen,  worship 
ping  devils,  not  God,  in  our  dire  fanaticism  and  folly. 
Where  rescue  from  this  has  been  effected,  let  the  praise 
be  awarded  to  the  Scriptures.     Nor  let  the  Koran  with 
hold  this  praise,  since  its  banishment  of  all  likeness  of 
any  thing  in  its  prescribed  devotions  is  borrowed  from 
that  volume  of  the  Book  in  the  which  it  is  written,  not 
of  Mahomet,  but  Jesus.     If  we  have  been  conducted  to 
the  method  of  Jehovah's   own  mind  as  distinguishable 
from  that  of  vain  mortals,  be  our  acknowledgments  to 
the  unerring  Guide ;  but  should  we  ever  stray,  be  the 
deep  culpability  on  ourselves.     If  our  hands  cannot  err— 
if  our  knee  be  not  bent  to  sin — if  our  eye  be  turned  away 
from  the  viewing  of  such  vanity — let  our  lip  be  tuneful 
with  its  most  pious  strains  to  Him  the  Father,  Him  the 
Son,  Him  the  inditing  Spirit,  by  whose  inspiration  and 
revelations  we  have  been  taught  the  most  simple  yet 
sublime  adoration,  even  from  the  dawn  of  our  days. 

Again.  The  urgency  of  the  demand  for  such  a  legal 
statute  as  counts  the  second  of  the  Decalogue,  is  perceived, 
when  we  advert  not  only  to  what  the  world  actually  was 
without  it,  but  to  what  it  became,  and  what  it  is  prone  to 
be.  Strange,  in  sooth,  but  not  less  is  it  true,  that  to  this 
very  sin  all  mankind  are  most  liable.  Strange,  in  sooth, 
that  after  having  escaped  from  it,  they  should  relapse 
into  the  error — that  after  having  seen  the  light,  they 
should  fall  back  into  darkness!  To  worship  God  as  man 
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wills,   seems   common   to    the   unregenerate — -to   invent 
modes  of  his  own,  seems  a  spontaneous  growth  of  his 
soul,  and  to  help  out  his  fancy  by  elegant  or  coloured 
figurations,  is  resorted  to  in  the  absence  of  faith.     Ah ! 
and  if  nations  are  declared  to  be  without  excuse  for  not 
following  the  conclusions  of  reason,  of  how  much  sorer 
punishment,  think  ye,  will  they  be  deemed  worthy  who 
pervert  and  abuse  revelation  \     Knowing  this  deplorable 
proneness  in  His  chosen  people,  Jehovah  set  a  double 
watch  on  it — debarred  them  from  it  by  terrors  in  the 
thickest  complication,  and  stamped  on  the  odious  secret 
seven  seals  lest  they  should  dare  to  open  it.     And  yet— 
and  yet,  for  all  this — it  was  the  sin  which  most  easily 
beset  them.     They  were  not  only  a  gainsaying,  but  an 
idolatrous  people.     Though  bound   to  a  God  of  whom 
they   never    saw   any   similitude,    still    they   loved   the 
image — though  fixed  to  one  location,  by  them  were  groves 
planted,  and  high  places  possessed,  where  they  might  offer 
their   homage.     Despite   of  the   deepest-toned   curses— 
despite  of  the  brightest   prophetic   promises — still  did 
they  thus  insult  the  God  who  made  them,  and  by  whom 
they  had  been  preserved.     To  impress  both  memory  and 
heart,  amid  what  striking  sublimities  was  the  way  of 
His  worship  revealed?     And  yet,  while  Sinai  was  blazing 
before   them,    or   had  just   ceased   to    burn — while  the 
lightning  was  flashing,  or  scarcely  had  ceased  to  play- 
while  the  trumpet  was  sounding,  or  its  echoes  had  not 
yet  died — were  they  framing  a  molten  calf;   and  amid 
such  awful  scenery  were  they  sitting  down  around  it  to 
eat    and   to    drink,    or   they   were   rising   up    to   play. 
Hideous,    horrible   spectacle!      Unparalleled   hardihood ! 
Depravity  wholly  incredible  unless  given  in  the  Word  of 
Truth !     This,  indeed,  is  next  to  the  worst  of  all  unjusti- 
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fiable  idolatry!  Next  to  the  worst!  why,  what  can  exceed 
it — what  in  enormity  transcend  it  ?  Yes,  that  same 
insane  desire  and  impious  device,  to  meet  God  in  ways 
not  His  own,  as  found  within  the  limits  of  Christendom,  is 
worse ;  yea,  and  by  churches  daring  to  assume  the  name 
of  Him  by  whom  it  was  sternly  abolished.  Nor  can  we 
deny,  while  we  pity — but  while  we  pity  we  must  also 
condemn — and  take  good  heed  to  ourselves.  If  this 
Sinaiatic  order  does  forbid  the  worshipping  of  the  true 
God  under  such  false  resemblances — if  it  will  not  tolerate 
any  offering  but  what  is  appointed  in  the  Word — if 
images  are  specially  discarded — I  ask  why  yon  one  of 
the  Virgin  everywhere  \  if  likenesses  are  debarred,  I  ask, 
again,  why  yon  one  of  Mary?  why  yon  one  of  Christ ? 
why  yon  one  of  the  Holy  Ghost1?  If  no  likeness  is 
to  be,  under  any  pretence,  of  anything  in  heaven  above, 
why  yon  sculptured  angel?  why  yon  pictured  Paul?  If 
nothing  on  the  earth  beneath  is  to  patch  up  our  piety,  I 
ask  why  yon  rag,  yon  relic,  yon  crucifix  ?  why  yon 
decorated  altar  ?  why  yon  blazing  lights  ?  And  above 
all,  and  beyond  all,  if  no  "bowing"  is  to  be  here,  to  any 
such  wretched  remnant,  why  are  yon  bodies  bent  ?  why 
yon  solemn  obeisance?  why  yon  abject  prostration  before 
a  stone-cold  image  enshrined  ?  If  no  "  serving"  of  these 
must  be  here,  why  this  elevation  of  the  host  ?  why  these 
praises  of  departed  spirits  ?  why  these  prayers  to  those 
who  may  or  may  not  be  in  heaven  ?  why  this  solemn 
dedication  of  soul  and  body  to  apostle,  to  martyr,  to 
angel,  or  to  the  mother  of  Jesus  ?  Ay,  such  practices  as 
these  forcibly  assure  us  of  the  imperative  need  of  having 
such  a  landmark  of  God's  will,  in  the  clearest  prescription 
of  His  worship.  Nor  is  this  abhorrent  profanity  more  in 
the  Eomish  Church  than  it  is  in  that  whose  name  is  takea 
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from  Greece.  In  this  vast  Eastern  schism  as  vast  a 
defalcation  prevails  of  what  the  voice  of  this  command 
ment  enjoins,  as  securing  the  glory  of  God,  the  honour  of 
Christ,  with  the  magnifying  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Verily, 
such  unmasked  and  undeniable  idolatry  under  a  system 
professed,  which  banishes  even  the  rites  of  Judaism  as 
"  beggarly  elements" — this  at  our  age,  too,  after  the  vials 
of  Divine  vengeance  on  the  transgression  have  been  so 
repeatedly  poured  out — this  does  proclaim  the  "Mother  of 
Harlots,"  "  the  Mystery  of  Iniquity,"  "  the  Man  of  Sin," 
embodied,  "  who  should  deceive  the  nations."  And  if  ever 
one  crying  evil,  or  one  imminent  peril  was  which  gives 
urgency  to  this  announcement,  and  demands  its  continued 
reiteration,  none  other  is  it  than  this  adding  to,  this 
diminishing  from,  the  worship  prescribed  by  the  Lord, 
who  alone  is  worthy  to  receive  it.  0  !  of  this  to  warn 
us,  and  consistently  with  free  will  to  constrain  us  to  flee 
idolatry  as  we  would  the  jaws  of  hell;  or  if  assumed  through 
ignorance,  to  secure  its  contrite  abandonment,  was  it  not 
wise,  was  it  not  well  in  the  Lawgiver  thus  to  ordain, 
"  Take  good  heed  to  yourselves" — all  people  of  every  tribe, 
all  of  the  two  ministrations — "  lest  ye  corrupt  yourselves, 
and  make  you  a  graven  image,  the  similitude  of  any 
figure,  the  likeness  of  male  or  female  1" 

But,  and  once  more  on  the  urgency  of  the  case:  if 
God's  pre-announcement  against  every  form  of  will-wor 
ship  was  required,  on  account  of  man's  proneness  to  offer 
it,  as  well  as  the  dishonour  it  heaped  on  the  Divine 
Legislator,  shall  we  be  allowed  to  say,  that  this  induce 
ment  on  His  part  was  all  the  stronger,  as  the  impious 
perversion  ever  tends  to  man's  corruption'?  Apart  from 
the  knowledge  of  God  and  His  fear,  no  moral  virtue,  no 
evangelical  grace,  can  by  possibility  exist ;  and  these 
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foundations  removed,  then  what  can  the  righteous  dol 
So  that  the  debasement  to  which  the  iniquity  conducts, 
led  Jehovah  to  expose  it,  and  entrench  it  round  with  His 
terrors.  And  what  else  could  ensue  than  that  religiously 
bowing  to  a  stock,  man  should  become  insensate — that 
owning  an  animal  as  God,  man  should  become  even  as  the 
beasts  that  perish — or  that,  courting  what  was  sensual  and 
devilish,  he  should  become  demonised  1  Such,  indeed,  was 
the  low  estate  to  which  heathen  nations  were  reduced, 
that  we  blush  when  we  read  the  recital,  and  we  fear  lest 
our  blood  be  contaminated  with  theirs,  in  the  complicated 
mixtures  of  descent.  If  our  hearts  are  not  hardened  to 
marble,  we  must  abhor  their  foulness,  while  we  deeply 
execrate  their  crimes.  And  where  the  marvel  here,  if 
there  obtained  a  personifying  and  a  perpetuating  of  every 
vile  affection  of  the  bosom  1  Yea,  and  let  the  godless  read 
the  lesson — the  wicked,  the  profligate  among  ourselves — 
since  yet  there  be  too  many  passions  men  are  ever  prone 
to  idolise.  Well,  then,  cruelty  went  forth  in  Mars  and 
Juggernaut ;  and  by  their  deifying  of  these,  the  heathen 
became  more  vengeful.  Therefore  be  angry,  and  sin  not. 
Lust  was  embodied  in  Venus  and  Vishnu ;  and,  plunging 
into  their  mysteries,  the  soul  turned  more  and  more 
polluted.  Therefore  flee  ye  youthful  lusts,  which  war 
against  the  spirit.  Theft  and  deceit  went  forth  in 
Mercury,  and  copying  him,  his  votaries  became  more 
furtive  and  false.  Therefore  speak  ye  the  truth  every 
man  unto  his  neighbour,  abjuring  the  while  the  hidden 
works  of  dishonesty.  Drunkenness  was  personified  in 
Bacchus,  and  engaging  in  his  giddy  orgies,  men  became 
more  wild,  and  wanton,  and  raging.  "  Therefore  be  not 
drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  excess."  And  what  is  all 
thiB  but  Paul's  heart-sinking  description? — "For  this 
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cause,"  even  contaminating  the  purity  of  worship,  "  God 
gave  them  up  unto  vile  affections,  receiving  in  themselves 
that  recompense  of  their  error  which  was  meet."  From 
this,  too,  were  they  "  filled  with  all  unrighteousness,  forni 
cation,  wickedness,  covetousness,  maliciousness,  full  of  envy, 
murder,  debate,  and  void  of  natural  affection."  And  thus 
fell  Israel,  too,  laden  —  yes,  laden  with  iniquity.  And  thus, 
too,  has  Kome's  priesthood  gone  down  to  tyranny  —  to 
licentiousness,  to  persecution;  and  thus,  in  the  taint  and 
pollution  of  her  atmosphere,  does  she  stand  identified  with 
Babylon  the  Great,  "with  the  mother  of  the  abominations 
of  the  earth,  being  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and 
with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus."  And  who  can 
tell  to  what  a  thorough  debasement  of  slavery,  of  super 
stition,  of  ignorance  the  Greek  Church  is  reduced,  and  all 
by  reason  of  her  idolatries  ?  Verily,  it  is  as  a  branch  cut  off 
from  the  true  vine  —  withering.  Verily,  it  is  a  tottering 
fence,  not  a  stately  tower.  Verily,  it  is  in  the  decrepi 
tude  of  senility,  not  in  the  vigour  of  manhood  ;  and  having 
thus  become  old  and  wrinkled,  ere  long  it  shall  vanish 
away.  Now,  brethren,  these  being  the  invariable  results 
of  a  departure  from  God  —  in  the  plain  path  of  this  precept 
—  what  an  overpowering  light.  does  it  shed  on  the  urgency 
that  was,  and  yet  is,  of  uttering,  of  repeating  the  warning 
which  speaketh  in  this  wise  :  "  Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  graven  image,  nor  any  likeness  of  any 
thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  on  the  earth  beneath,  or 
in  the  waters  under  the  earth  :  thou  shalt  not  bow  down 
to  them,  nor  serve  them!" 


The  sanctions  by  which  this  law  of  the  Lord 
is  upheld,  that  is,  those  specified  reasons  which  impart  to  it 
an  obligatory  power,  and  deter  us  from  the  infraction,  can 
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only  be  briefly  considered.  These  are  embodied  in  the 
latter  clause  of  the  passage,  "  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am 
a  jealous  God."  Now,  if  image-worship  is  a  crime  such 
as  we  have  depicted  it,  surely  no  language  either  too 
strong  or  too  sacred  can  be  used  to  deter  from  it,  neither 
can  any  suffering  be  too  severe  for  those  who  wittingly 
commit  it.  Accordingly  we  find  considerations  advanced, 
well  calculated  to  prevent  the  offence,  as  to  stimulate  to 
the  opposite  duty.  These,  indeed,  could  be  adduced  as 
reasons  annexed  to  each  separate  order  as  it  issued  from 
the  court  of  Heaven.  Over  them  all  Jehovah  maintains 
a  keen  and  constant  guardianship — towards  them  all,  as 
exponents  of  His  own  attributes,  He  bears  an  unaltering 
affection ;  so  that  there  be  not  one  of  the  ten  to  which 
these  particular  affirmations  may  not  with  propriety  be 
appended,  "  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  Me ;" 
"  thou  shalt  not  take  my  holy  name  in  vain ;"  thou  shalt 
not  break  my  Sabbaths,  neither  dishonour  thy  parents, 
neither  kill,  nor  commit  adultery,  nor  steal;  for  /the  Lord 
thy  God  am  a  jealous  God ;  and  in  respect  to  every 
transgression,  I  visit  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  on  their 
sinful  descendants.  Still,  as  if  belonging  more  especially 
to  this  than  any  of  the  rest,  is  the  reason  here  subjoined, 
which  is  understood  to  all.  To  this  alone  does  the  expres 
sion  belong.  By  this  being  here,  God  has  been  pleased  to 
bar  up  the  flood-gates  of  iniquity,  and  to  intimate  to  the 
church  in  all  ages,  that  the  observance  of  this  law  is 
tantamount  to  its  purity,  while  its  violation  is  destructive 
of  inner  vitality.  Keep  back,  saith  Jehovah  to  all,  from 
this  dire  offence — this  impious  indignity  offered ;  for  I  will 
not  give  my  glory  to  another,  and  least  to  molten  images. 
Keep  far  from  this  evil,  saith  the  Divine  Spouse  to  that 
church  He  hath  affianced  to  himself,  since  mine  thou  must 
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continue,  without  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing  as  is 
here  condemned.  As  mine,  thou  must  be  both  constant 
and  devoted  to  my  cause — as  mine,  both  loving  and  true — 
as  mine,  be  it  thine  to  approach,  thine  to  invoke,  thine  to 
present  thy  tokens  of  fealty,  but  to  myself  alone.  As 
mine,  let  faith  perceive  Me,  not  the  carnal  eye — as  mine, 
let  none  intervene  between  Me  and  thy  heart — as  mine, 
speak  but  to  Me  in  the  breathings  of  that  confidence  with 
which  no  stranger  god  shall  intermeddle.  So  speaketh 
Christ  to  His  Bride,  the  wife  all  adorned  of  the  Lamb. 
Ay,  and  as  His,  too,  no  wish  to  wander  can  be  cherished, 
no  levitous  conduct  allowed.  No,  but  as  His  dear  and 
His  devoted  ones,  must  those  whom  He  hath  chosen,  and 
called,  and  set  His  love  on,  not  only  be  pure  in  heart, 
but  they  must  "  abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil."  To 
look  at  the  idol,  what  is  it  but  to  turn  from  the  Beloved'? 
to  trust  it,  what  but  to  distrust  Him  1  to  speak  to  it, 
what  but  to  observe  a  dogged  silence  to  Him  \  Let  any 
thus  play  the  wanton — any  thus  commit  such  spiritual 
harlotry — then  will  Jehovah  be  avenged !  For  thus  does 
He  remind  us  all :  "  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous 
God" — jealous  of  our  constancy  as  He  is  for  His  honour 
and  glory.  Let  us  perpetrate  siich  infidelity,  from  His 
presence  then  shall  we  be  driven,  while  His  countenance 
will  be  obscured— from  His  home  we  shall  be  banished, 
far  from  the  household  of  faith.  No  such  corruption,  no 
such  abomination  can  abide  in  His  dwelling-place  nor 
appear  before  His  face ;  and  so  shall  all  such  be  abhorred, 
be  expelled,  be  punished,  whether  they  be  Jew  or  Gentile, 
whether  bond  or  free.  Yes,  such  is  the  appeal  to  every 
nation,  community,  family,  and  person,  "The  Lord  thy 
God  is  a  jealous  God;"  and  "as  jealousy  is  the  rage  of  a 
man,"  "  He  will  not  spare  in  the  day  of  vengeance  ;"  "  He 


68  ENACTMENT  THE  SECOND. 

will  not  regard  any  ransom,"  nor  wink  at  the  sin,  "though 
thou  givest  many  gifts." 

In  proof  of  this  threat,  as  well  as  to  verify  the  allusion, 
another  barrier  in  defence  of  this  enactment  is  raised  in 
the  positive,  explicit  determination  of  God  to  visit  the 
iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  that  hate  Him. 
0  !  and  what  an  appeal  is  here  to  every  parental  instinct 
— to  every  emotion  that  can  rise  in  a  parent's  bosom! 
To  render  it  all  the  more  impressive,  largely  can  it  be 
shown  that  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  has  never  repented, 
never  said  and  not  done  it,  never  forewarned  without 
bringing  to  pass.  Indeed,  the  grand  solution  of  the 
problem  in  regard  to  the  decline  and  fall  of  empires  is 
found  in  this  disclosure.  Every  nation  addicted  to  the 
fabrication  of  idols  has  reaped  the  consequences,  in  weak 
ness,  dissolution,  and  decay.  Antiquity  tells  us  this,  as 
do  more  modern  times — Gentilism  tells  us  this,  as  does 
the  captivity  of  the  Jews.  By  it,  and  without  variable 
ness,  vices  are  gendered  which  induce  natural  weakness 
and  end  in  cowardice,  distrust,  and  disunion.  By  these, 
His  ministers  of  wrath,  God's  soul  has  ever  and  at  last 
been  avenged  on  all  such  nations  as  these.  From  a  far 
remote  antiquity,  throughout  a  thousand  years,  have 
these  ever  and  anon  been  visited  with  anarchy,  with 
sword,  with  famine,  till  utterly  and  hopelessly  destroyed ! 
Over  the  desolations  of  Assyria  and  Babylon,  over  those 
of  Egypt  and  Greece,  over  those  of  pagan  Rome,  over 
those  of  captive  Israel,  over  subjugated  India,  and  China, 
now  shaken  to  its  base,  is  read  this  dire  inscription — 
Punish  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  on  their  superstitious 
children.  Ay,  and  because  of  her  manifold  idolatries, 
with  their  blood-dripping  fingers,  with  their  blazing  fires, 
with  their  pincing  tortures,  with  their  deeds  of  darkness, 
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is  that  dynasty,  with  whose  fornication  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  have  been  drunk,  destined  to  be  swept  away 
with  its  blind  Grecian  sister,  when  the  anthem  of  saint 
and  angel  will  dirge  it  over  their  graves.  Yes,  a 
"deceived  heart"  having  "turned  aside"  these  idolatrous 
states,  as  well  as  these  pagan-like  churches,  "not  one 
of  them  can  deliver  its  soul ; "  and  to  the  third,  nay, 
down  to  the  fourth  generation  of  them  who  continue  to 
hate  Him,  will  Jehovah  visit  this  sin. 

This  being  so,  let  Britain  herself  have  a  care.     Porten 
tous  at  this  present   is  its  aspect,  and  widespread  and 
gloomy  are  the  clouds  which  darken  her   sky,  though 
glints  of  sunbeam  appear.     Wars  and  rumours  of  wars 
have   gathered   quickly  and  thickly   around   her;    and 
still  against  her  peace,  and  in  defiance  of  her  arms,  are 
mustering  countless  hosts.     Already  her  diplomacy  has 
failed — already   her   resourcen   have   been  strained,  and 
heavy  are  the   burdens   which   press   her — already  her 
conquests  have  been  arrested,  and  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands   of  her  most  gallant  sons  have  fallen   on  a 
distant  strand.     Let  her,  we  say,  have  a  care,  lest  these 
be  the  last  judgments  beginning,  sent  upon  a  Protestant 
people  for  conniving  at  the  pollutions  of  the  Papacy.    To 
tolerate  it,  she  does  well;  but  to  pay  for  the  rearing  of 
her  priesthood — to  pay  for  her  blinding  ministrations — 
to  make  legislators  of  her  members,  and  admit  them  to 
the  councils  of  our  Queen,  is  assuredly  "  to  be  righteous 
over  much"  in  regard  to  religious  liberty.     It  is  the  way 
to  undermine  the  throne — to  poison  the  vitals  of  our  civil 
constitution — to  endanger  every  interest  of  the  state;  if 
it  is  not,  as  we  believe,  the  surest  and  the  speediest  con 
ductor  to  draw  down  the  lightning  of  an  indignant  God 
on  our  apostate  country.     Yes,  these  dire  calamities  are 
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warning  us  all  to  purge  out  the  old  leaven — to  cast  forth 
the  unclean  thing — to  come  out  from  among  the  deluded 
or  designing  votaries  of  Popery,  and  be  separate — no  more 
"  to  have  fellowship  with  its  unfruitful  works  of  darkness, 
but  rather  to  reprove  them"  by  a  firm  and  unflinching 
adherence  to  the  noble  testimony  of  our  fathers.  And, 
brought  out  of  the  straggle  victoriously,  as  we  hope  and 
think,  and  pray  that  we  may  be,  let  us  go  and  sin  no 
more  by  such  an  idolatrous  connivance,  lest  a  worse  thing 
than  a  temporal  suffering  befal  us. 

But,  and  to  be  done,  if  we  have  here  the  assurance  of 
punishment  to  deter  from  any  violation,  we  have  also 
the  sanction  of  reward  whereby  to  favour  the  command 
ment.  Only  let  it  be  observed  in  the  positive  duty — let 
God  be  acknowledged,  prayed  to,  and  praised,  neither  in 
any  nor  through  any  Baal  or  Bel,  Molach  or  Dagon,  Nem- 
phan,  Ashtaroth,  or  Nebo — let  Him  be  approached  "by 
the  new  and  living  way" — let  Him  be  adored  through  the 
medium  of  His  Son,  and  then  will  His  loving  favour  be 
ours.  Let  no  materiality  taint  the  soul's  pure  homage — 
no  shadow  of  earth  adumbrate  the  face  of  our  Father,  nor 
screen  us  from  His  regards — let  no  creature,  celestial, 
terrestrial,  or  infernal,  intervene  between  the  spirit  and 
its  exalted  Head — let  Him  alone  be  realised,  away  from 
picture,  stock,  or  stone — to  Him  be  bent  the  knee — of 
Him  be  the  tongue's  confession — then  will  God  hearken 
and  do.  Ay,  past  sins  will  be  forgiven  on  account  of  one 
Sufferer — former  delinquencies  forgotten  for  His  righteous 
ness'  sake — every  deficiency  supplied  from  out  His  inex 
haustible  fulness.  Loving  God,  and  serving  God  in 
Christ,  will  He  indeed  show  mercy  to  us,  with  the 
thousands  that  follow,  while  keeping  His  gracious  com 
mandments.  And  this  is  the  most  precious  dower  we 
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can  bequeath  to  our  children,  as  including  all  other  bless 
ings.  By  these,  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  then,  brethren, 
be  ye  all  persuaded — by  His  goodness  be  ye  brought  to 
repentance.  Search  ye  all  and  see,  lest  there  be  in  any 
such  an  evil  thing  and  bitter  as  to  depart  from  the 
living  God.  Should  any  such  defection  arise,  be  its 
form  or  fashion  what  it  may,  instantly,  unreservedly 
be  it  yours  to  cast  the  imagination,  the  vanity,  the 
presumption,  to  the  "moles  and  the  bats,"  taking  God's 
way  of  worshipping,  and  Him  alone  as  first  enjoined  to 
worship.  In  maintaining  your  Christian  consistency, 
remember  light  hath  no  communion  with  darkness,  neither 
"Christ  any  concord  with  Belial."  At  every  recurring 
communion  bear  in  mind  what  wrote  the  inspired 
apostle :  "  Ye  cannot  drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord  and  the 
cup  of  devils ;  ye  cannot  be  partakers  of  the  Lord's  table 
and  the  table  of  devils."  0  !  and  never,  never  forget 
what  said  the  wisest  of  teachers  while  instructing  the 
whole  church  and  the  world  :  "  The  true  worshippers 
shall  worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth ;  for  the 
Father  seeketh  such  to  worship  Him."  Among  these, 
0  God,  may  we  be  found,  for  Jesus'  sake  !  Amen. 


Cjririr 


nt»tr. 

HIK          ** 

OUR  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  haUowed  be  thy  Name.  Enable  us  to 
magnify  that  work  of  Thine  which  men  behold.  Open,  O  Lord,  the 
eyes  of  our  understanding,  that  we  may  see  Thee  in  those  arrangements  of 
Thy  providence  which  are  new  to  us  every  morning.  Above  all,  we  beseech 
Thee  to  impart  to  us  the  ability  to  respect  that  Word  which  Thou  hast 
magnified  above  all  Thy  Name.  Gracious  God,  forbid  that  we  ever  dare 
to  call  that  common  which  Thou  hast  cleansed— ever  to  desecrate  Thine 
ordinances,  to  mock  Thine  oracles,  or  breathe  Thine  attributes  with  polluted 
lips.  Teach  us  that  Thou  wilt  not  hold  us  guilty  if  we  thus  despise  Thee. 
But,  O  Lord  God,  as  the  Glorious  and  Fearful,  may  we  fear  Thee— as  the 
Good  and  the  Bountiful,  may  we  sing  Thy  praises  continually— as  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  may  we  extol  Thy  Name 
together.  As  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  enable  us,  we  pray  Thee,  to  offer 
incense  from  Thine  altar,  along  with  a  pure  offering.  With  Moses  on  earth, 
we  would  celebrate  Thy  perfections,  as  the  alone  glorious  in  holiness,  fearful 
in  praises,  doing  wonders.  With  Moses  in  heaven,  may  we  ever  adore  Thee, 
as  great  and  marvellous  in  Thy  works,  as  just  and  true  in  Thy  ways,  Thou 
King  of  saints.  And  hallowing  thus  Thy  Name,  may  we  consecrate  ourselves 
to  Thy  service,  for  the  sake  of  Christ.  Amen. 


PSALM  cxlviii. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.     Praise  ye  the  Lord  from  the  heavens :  praise  Him 
in  the  heights. 

2.  Praise  ye  Him,  all  His  angels :  praise  ye  Him,  all  His  hosts. 

3.  Praise  ye  Him,  sun  and  moon  :  praise  Him,  all  ye  stars  of  light. 

4.  Praise  Him,  ye  heaven  of  heavens,  and  ye  waters  that  be  above  the 
heavens. 

5.  Let  them  praise  the  Name  of  the  Lord :  for  He  commanded,  and  thev 
were  created. 

6.  He  hath  also  stablished  them  for  ever  and  ever :  He  hath  made  a  decree 
which  shall  not  pass. 
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7.  Praise  the  Lord  from  the  earth,  ye  dragons,  and  all  deeps : 

8.  Fire,  and  hail ;  snow,  and  vapours  ;  stormy  wind  fulfilling  His  word : 

9.  Mountains,  and  all  hills ;  fruitful  trees,  and  all  cedars : 

10.  Beasts,  and  all  cattle  ;  creeping  things,  and  flying  fowl : 

11.  Kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  people ;  princes,  and  all  judges  of  the  earth: 

12.  Both  young  men,  and  maidens ;  old  men,  and  children  : 

13.  Let  them  praise  the  Name  of  the  Lord :  for  HisName  alone  is  excellent ; 
His  glory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven. 

14.  He  also  exalteth  the  horn  of  His  people,  the  praise  of  all  His  saints  ; 
even  of  the  children  of  Israel,  a  people  near  unto  Him.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 


Cantitk 

PSALM  Ixvi.  1-5. 

ALL  lands  to  God,  in  joyful  sound,  All  on  the  earth  shall  worship  Thee, 

Aloft  your  voices  raise.  They  shall  Thy  praise  proclaim 

Sing  forth  the  honour  of  His  Name,  In  songs :  they  shaU  sing  cheerfully 

And  glorious  make  His  praise.  Unto  Thy  holy  Name. 

Say  unto  God,  How  terrible  Come,  and  the  works  that  God  hath 

In  all  Thy  works  art  Thou  !  [Thee  With  admiration  see :       [wrought 

Through  Thy  great  pow'r  Thy  foes  to  In's  working  to  the  sons  of  men 

Shall  be  constrained  to  bow.  Most  terrible  is  He. 
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mourn* 


EXODUS  xx.  1,  7. 

"  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,  .  .  .  Thou  shall  not  take  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain  ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless 
that  taketh  His  Name  in  vain." 

BRETHREN,  —  While  engaged  in  expounding  the  command 

ments,  you  are  not  to  suppose  that  we  are  confined  to 

Sinai.     True,  these  were  first  embodied  as  a  system,  and 

announced  as  duties,  and  collected  as   obligations,   and 

indelibly  engraven  as  laws  on  that  towering  throne.     But 

there  is  no  such  voice  or  sound  that  has  not  been  echoed 

by  all  the  hills  of  holiness  found  in  the  inspired  enclosures 

—that  has  not  gone  from  this  cloud  of  thunders  in  full 

and  clear  reverberations.     Eead  where  we  may,  do  we 

meet  with  the  prohibitions,  the  injunctions,  the  cautions 

in  the  varied  Word  of  the  Lord.     Throughout  the  entire 

web  and  texture  of  revelation  are  these  interwoven,  and 

that  so  closely,  too,  that  we  cannot  disentangle  them  ; 

while  they  rise  with  such  an  outstanding  prominency, 

that  we  cannot  overlook  them  more  than  our  mountain 

pinnacles.     It  matters  not  what  page  we  peruse,  or  what 

holy  man   we   consult,  never   for  any  space  are  these 

enactments  forgotten  —  never  from  any  book  of  the  whole 

Bible  have  they  been  erased.     In  the  Kevelation  of  John, 

we  find  this,  even  to  worship  God.     In  the  Epistles  we 

find  them,  and  only  the  more  frequently,  in  his,  who, 

with  more  than  a  master's  mind,  reasoned  on  righteous 

ness  along  with  the  forthcoming  judgment.     Yea,  by  all 
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Paul's  faith  did  he  establish  the  law.  Nor  is  there  one 
prophet  of  old,  speaking  under  the  Spirit's  promptings, 
who  did  not  repeat,  and  enforce,  and  demand  what  first 
was  entrusted  to  Moses.  0 !  and  He  who  spake  as  never 
did  man,  ofttimes  recounts  these  commandments — even  as 
He  came  to  fulfil  them.  So  that  while  we  are  engaged 
in  elucidating  this  reiterated  portion  of  the  Scriptures,  we 
must  be  engaged  with  so  much  also  of  the  apostolic,  and 
the  prophetic,  and  even  the  patriarchal  writings.  Instead, 
then,  of  adhering  to  the  original  texts  which  proclaim 
these  as  statutes  to  the  church,  to  the  world,  and  haply  to 
heaven  itself,  we  might  run  to  and  fro  over  the  whole 
sacred  field,  and  pick  them  up  as  we  went — even  as 
goodly  pearls.  And  instead  of  taking  the  third  prohibition 
as  it  stands  in  order  with  the  rest,  we  might  have  selected 
the  very  first  petition  taught  His  disciples  by  our  Lord, 
and  changed  the  negative  command  into  this  positive 
prayer,  "  Hallowed  be  Thy  Name."  Merely  for  the  sake 
of  strengthening  the  unity  of  our  purpose,  by  the  local 
connection  of  the  passages,  we  recur  to  the  words  spoken 
by  Jehovah- Jesus  himself,  after  He  had  rescued  His  people 
from  the  land  of  Egypt. 

The  true  God  having  been  proclaimed  with  His  right 
to  our  exclusive  adorative  service,  and  the  mode  in  which 
that  worship  must  be  presented  having  also  been  divulged, 
next  comes  the  nature  or  complexion  of  the  sentiments  to 
be  harboured— ^of  the  feelings  to  be  entertained — of  the 
expressions  to  be  uttered  in  regard  to  that  majestic  yet 
merciful  Being,  whom  we  have  been  taught  at  once  to 
confess  and  worship.  The  formula  in  which  these  are 
put  is  what  the  text  embodies,  "  Thou  shalt  not  take  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain."  In  a  brief  revision 
of  it,  let  us  consider — 
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I.  What  this  law  inculcates  ; 

II.  The  heinousness  of  transgressing  it ; 

III.  The  consequence  of  such  a  violation  :  "  For  the 
Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  His  Name  in 


vain." 


And  we  renew  our  supplication  that  He  may  have 
mercy  upon  us,  and  by  His  own  Spirit  incline  our  hearts 
to  keep  this  law. 

J[int,  At  the  outset  you  remark,  brethren,  that  the 

inculcation    given    here   implies    a    certain    license    of 

utterance,  a  privilege  of  no  mean  import,  which  may  be 

improved  by  believers.     At  the  same  time,  there  is  the 

requirement  of  a  certain  spirit,  or  disposition,  or  feeling, 

with  its  manifestation  to  attend  the  devotional  exercise. 

No  hinderance  is  here  from  taking  Jehovah's  Name  even 

into  impure  lips,  for  no  pure  lip  is  here — neither  from 

annunciating  any  of  His  titles,  neither  from  recounting 

the  mysteries  of  His  Word,  nor  telling  of  His  wondrous 

acts,  or  of  the  great  things  He  hath  done  for  our  souls. 

These  are  comprised  in  His  great  and  gracious  Name.    Biit 

the  point  and  pith  of  the  debarment  lies  in  the  mental  frame 

which  prompts  to  it,  the  spirit  maintained  when  uttering 

it,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  invoked.     Since,  on  the 

constitutional  principles  of  our  nature,  the  mouth  speaketh 

from  the  abundance  of  the  heart,  cold  and  callous  would 

it  be,  if  on  topics  so  inspiriting  it  would  long  keep  silence ; 

and  were  we  to  remain  dumb,  the  sun,  the  moon,  the 

stars,  the  ocean,  the  mountain,  the  wood,  the  very  stones 

of  the  street,  would  shame  us.     But,  emboldened  by  such 

a  tolerance,  careful  must  we  be  how  we  use  it — careful  as 

to  the  time,  the  place,  the  occasion,  the  mode  in  which, 

or  at  which  we  take  upon  ourselves  to  challenge  the  ear, 
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or  draw  down  the  inspection  of  the  Almighty.  The  Name 
of  God,  remember,  is  indicative  of  His  nature,  and  there 
fore  it  is  the  symbol  of  whatever  is  most  awe-inspiring 
and  sacred.  When  we  are  permitted  to  contemplate 
Jehovah,  or  to  breathe  His  Name,  it  must  ever  be  with 
emotions 'and  expressions  corresponding  with  His  match 
less  perfections.  Of  infinite  power  He — let  this  be 
acknowledged  with  trembling,  and  enlarge  on  it  then  as 
you  will.  Of  inflexible  justice  He — let  this  be  realised 
and  revered,  and  enlarge  on  it  then  as  you  will.  Of 
immaculate  holiness  He — shrink  from,  and  be  humbled 
before  it,  and  praise  it  then  as  you  will.  Of  inexhaustible 
beneficence  He — let  this  be  confessed  and  felt,  and  extol 
it  then  as  you  will.  Of  enduring  mercifulness  He — let 
this  be  the  theme  of  your  song,  and  laud  it  then  as  you 
will.  And  withal,  alone  having  immortality,  past,  present, 
and  to  come — let  this  be  impressed  on  your  souls,  and 
then,  opening  your  mouths  to  Him,  "will  ye  sanctify 
the  Lord  God  himself,  and  He  will  be  your  fear  and  your 
dread." 

In  like  manner,  brethren,  what  is  thus  permitted,  nay, 
enjoined  as  to  the  Name  or  nature  of  God,  is  here  allowed 
in  reference  to  every  mode,  be  it  object  or  subject,  incident, 
action,  or  plan,  by  which  it  has  pleased  the  supreme 
Creator  and  Governor,  Eedeemer  and  Sanctifier,  to  make 
himself  known  to  His  creatures.  "With  a  wonderment 
as  pious  as  it  is  profound  are  we  to  survey  as  we  can  the 
gorgeous  expanse  of  the  universe,  to  investigate  its  every 
arrangement  as  betokening  an  all-wise,  an  almighty 
authorhood,  and  thus  to  exclaim,  "  0  Lord,  how  manifold 
are  thy  works !  in  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all." 
Also  with  impressions  the  most  profound,  as  with  expres 
sions  the  most  guarded,  are  we  to  discourse  on  the 
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outgoings  of  the  celestial  Buler,  as  traceable  in  the  move 
ments  of  His  providence,  bowing  down  and  submitting 
thereto  with  a  holy  meekness  the  while.  Neither  are  we 
prevented  by  this  oracle  from  expatiating  on  the  book  of 
life.  Contrariwise  it  should  form  the  topic  of  our  con 
verse,  the  subject  of  our  meditations,  the  theme  of  our 
songs  in  the  night.  As  the  veriest  concentration  of  the 
Divine  attributes,  presence,  and  agency,  while  we  admire 
it  as  we  ought,  our  hearts,  like  David's,  should  stand  in 
awe  of  it ;  yea,  while  we  hear  it,  or  speak  of  it,  or  read  it, 
we  should  tremble.  Acting  up  to  this  law  of  the  Deca 
logue,  it  behoves  us  with  similar  sentiments  to  regard 
and  take  advantage  of  any  institution  which  has  been 
determined  by  our  heavenly  Father  for  the  benefit  and 
improvement  of  His  children.  Worship  we  should  offer, 
but  then  with  what  solemnity!  Prayer  we  should  make, 
but  then  with  what  earnestness,  and  faith,  and  affection, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord !  And  praise  from  our 
lips  should  arise,  but  with  what  a  defined  understanding! 
And  the  Sabbath  should  be  remembered,  yea,  but  also 
kept  holy ;  and  the  Christian  sacraments  should  be 
observed,  but  as  Christ's  most  meaningful  appointments. 
This  should  be  done  in  terms  of  the  third  commandment, 
with  souls  magnifying  the  Lord,  with  spirits  rejoicing  in 
God  their  only  Saviour.  And  if  the  religious  solemnity 
of  an  oath,  which  is  a  literal  sacrament,  is  to  be  admini 
stered  for  confirmation,  and  the  putting  an  end  to  strife, 
let  it  ever  be  as  in  the  presence,  and  under  the  designa 
tion  of  the  Holy,  the  Just,  the  Truthful,  yea,  the  All-seeing 
Jehovah,  and  it  will  not  be  taken  in  vain. 

To  take  God's  Name,  then,  are  we  privileged  at  proper 
times,  at  proper  places,  and  in  a  proper  manner.  Angels 
do  it  thus,  our  first  parents  did  it  thus,  disembodied 
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spirits  do  it  thus  in  paradise.  But  we  are  not  angels,  not 
as  Adam  first  was,  neither  are  we  yet  glorified.  There 
fore,  we  require  inculcations  or  cautions,  such  as  would 
prove  wholly  inapplicable  to  them.  This  our  weakness 
and  impiety  is  more  than  suspected,  it  is  expressly  pre 
supposed,  in  that  law  we  are  now  engaged  in  expound 
ing.  And  what  is  enforced  on  us  here  will  be  the  more 
clearly  perceived,  by  considering  what  must  be  avoided, 
as  well  as  what  done,  if  we  would  keep  the  command 
ment.  So  far  favoured  as  to  speak  to  God  in  prayer 
or  of  Him  in  His  works  and  ways — careful  must  we  be, 
lest  we  ever  invoke  Him  in  vain.  The  peremptory  insist- 
ment  of  this  statute  is,  that  all  such  sin  as  the  mouth  can 
commit  in  regard  to  what  is  sacred,  be  hated,  be  shunned, 
or  forsaken ;  while,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  graces 
of  reverence  and  godly  fear  are  to  be  assumed  and 
practised.  Uttering  the  designations  of  One  all  so 
glorious  in  His  holiness,  by  this  law  are  we  forbidden  to 
harbour  levity — less  still  disrespect — since  He  is  greatly 
to  be  feared  by  all  that  are  about  Him.  Contemplating 
the  monumental  displays  of  His  power,  His  skill  and 
benevolence,  we  are  guarded  here  from  questioning  their 
utility — commenting  on  them  as  imperfect,  or  condemn 
ing  them  as  inappropriate  or  worthless.  Let  our  mundane 
allotment  be  obscure — let  our  temporal  means  be  meagre 
—let  our  cup  neither  overflow  nor  sparkle,  then,  by  this 
utterance  of  Sinai,  we  are  not  to  murmur — not  to  speak 
unadvisedly  with  our  lips,  lest  we  charge  God  foolishly— 
lest  we  enact  the  part  of  the  "  axe  which  would  boast 
itself  against  him  that  heweth  therewith,  or  that  of  the 
saw  which  would  magnify  itself  against  him  that  shaketh 
it."  Then  the  caution  before  us  dares  us,  at  the  peril  of 
our  peace,  to  read  the  inspired  oracles  with  levity — to 
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make  merry  with  their  profound  disclosures — or  in  fancied 
wittiness  to  quote  them.     Not  are  we  permitted  in  aught 
to  question  the  authority  of  their  Author — neither  to  deny 
their  right  as  His  to  instruct  the  intellect — to  mould  the 
will — to  settle  the  convictions  of  the  soul,  as  to  guide  the 
course  of  our  conduct.     Entering  the  house  of  God,  it  is 
this  that  Lids  us  put  our  shoes  from  off  our  feet,  or  shake 
away  all  earthiness  from  us — bids  us  to  engage  in  its 
instructive  solemnities,  as  if  Jehovah  was  there,  and  as 
if  He   did   require   them.     Assuredly  to  desecrate   any 
ordinances  of  His  divine  appointing,  so  far  as  they  bear, 
so  far  as  they  illustrate  His  Name,  must  be  to  take  it  in 
vain,  which  we  are  not  to  do.    Calling  the  Lord  to  witness, 
and  lifting  up  our  hand  to  heaven,  and  vowing  on  the  holy 
book,  are  we  adjured  by  Him  who  liveth  for  ever  and 
ever  to  "  speak  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth,"  so  far  as  known  to  ourselves,  neither  from 
this,  in  one  point,  or  by  the  veriest  iota,  to  swerve.     Ah! 
deep  answereth  unto  deep  from  every  recess  of  the  Scrip 
tures  to  challenge  attention  here,  and  scar  from  the  blood- 
red  sin :    "  Thou  shalt  not  swear  falsely  by  the  Name  of 
the  Lord  thy  God  ;   but  thou  shalt  swear  in  truth,  in 
judgment,  and  in  righteousness."     Yes,  and  a  barrier  is 
here  set  up  which  may  not  be  shaken  or  flung  down 
against  every  expression,  savouring  by  the  least  of  pro 
fanity.     A  bridle  this  is  for  the  mouth,  lest  we  so  offend 
with  our  tongues.     Never  is  the  great  and  dreadful  Name 
to   be   uttered   in   ordinary  converse — never  to   deepen 
passion,  less  still  to   imprecate  curses   on  an  offending 
neighbour.     Conversant  with  all  this  wickedness,  as  per 
petrated  every  where  and  in  every  form,  and  indicative 
of  His  abhorrence  of  the  sin,  has  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth 
specially  granted  this  enactment,  which  seeks  its  preven- 
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tion  and  cure.  Through  it,  and  with  righteous  indigna 
tion,  He  speaks  to  the  wine-bibber,  to  the  irascible,  to 
the  malignant,  and  to  the  giddy,  while  He  comes  with 
the  admonition  to  the  young.  That  all  may  know  and 
receive  it,  this  Wisdom  cries  aloud  in  the  streets,  and  is 
emblazoned  on  the  walls  of  our  schools.  Guised  in  this 
sacred  requirement,  the  order  from  Heaven's  chancery 
enters  the  places  of  business  —  passes  into  the  halls  of 
fashion  —  is  heard  in  the  marts  and  markets  —  sounds 
through  the  merchant's  counting-house,  and  abides  in  the 
artizan's  shop.  Even  Christians  themselves  are  pursued 
by  it  in  their  more  unguarded  moments,  and  warned  by  it 
in  their  hours  of  temptation.  Ay,  and  to  mark  it  is  an 
offence  —  "  an  iniquity  to  be  punished  by  the  judges"  —  to 
stamp  its  violation  with  Jehovah's  deepest  indignancy  — 
to  debar  any  child  of  Adam  from  thus  despising  his 
Maker  —  has  this  mandate  gone  forth  to  every  rank  and 
clime,  "Thou  shalt  not"  —  or  king  or  subject,  or  old  or 
young,  or  rich  man  or  poor  —  "thou  shalt  not  take  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain." 


The  heinousness  or  the  enormity  of  breaking 
this  law  is  the  next  consideration  in  our  specified  division. 
In  their  gaunt  and  hideous  deformity  we  here  come  in 
sight  of  profanity,  of  blasphemy,  of  perjury.  At  the 
very  mention  of  these  impious  personations  all  that  is 
within  us  may  be  stirred  up  to  a  jealousy  like  Elijah's 
for  the  Lord  God  of  hosts,  while  a  watch  is  summoned 
and  set,  the  most  vigilant  and  powerful,  over  our  traitor 
ous,  over  our  perfidious  hearts.  It  is  against  these  strong 
holds  of  Satan  that  the  fiery  shafts  slumbering  in  this 
quiver  are  hurled.  Pause  for  a  moment,  and  think  on 
what  this  involves.  By  disregarding  the  mandate,  an 
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insult  at  once  gratuitous  and  direct  is  offered  to  the 
nature,  with  its  every  attribute  and  its  every  manifesta 
tion,  of  Him  whose  throne  is  erected  in  heaven,  and  whose 
sceptre  ruleth  over  all.     A  mockery  is  it  of  the  Sovereign 
by  the  subject— of  the  highest  Master   by  the  lowest 
servant — of  the  Divine  Creator  by  His  weakest  creature. 
Neither  is  a  veil  between  us  and  the  Being  offended — no 
intervening  object   between    the  profane  spirit  and  its 
God.     It  may  be  His  work,  but  He  is  there — it  may  be 
His  word,  but  He  is  there— it  may  be  His  Name,  but 
that  is  the  concrete  of  His  nature.     0  how  flagrant  is 
such   impiety — how  unseemly,  how   desperately  wicked 
when  cherished  and  breathed  against  that  High  and  Holy 
One  who  claims,  and  most  justly  claims,  the  profoundest 
reverence  from  all  that  praisefully  approach  Him!     How 
detestably  ungracious  thus  lightly  to  esteem  the  Kock  of 
our  salvation — not  to  sanctify  our  heavenly  Father  in 
our  hearts,  when  we  think  of  those  covenant  relations 
woven  with  all  His  children !     Here,  His  pitying  patience 
in  waiting  for  us — His  tenderness  in  receiving  us — His 
plan  for  expiating  our  sins— His  agency  for  regenerating 
and  sanctifying  our  whole  natures — His  support  of  us  in 
the  time  of  need — His  promises  so  great  and  precious— 
these,  all  these  rise  up  to  deepen  the  guiltiness,  and  cry 
out,  beware !  beware !     And  yet,  despite  of  such  heavenly 
warning,  and  from  some   miserable  perversion  of  con 
sequences,  this  very   goodness,   and   long-suffering,  and 
condescension  on  God's  part  seem  to  beget  and  foster 
something  like  contempt  on  ours!     And  thus,  too,  vividly 
does  man   display  his  hardness    and   impenitent   heart. 
0  !  and  every  challenge  of  Christ's  presence  amid  worldly 
and  trivial     concernments — such  an  introducing  of  the 
incidents   of  His   life   or  of  His  language  in  common 
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and  every-day  intercourse — what,  I  demand,  is  tins  but 
a  crucifying  of  the  Lord  of  glory  afresh  —  a  putting 
of  Him  to  open  shame  ?  What  can  be  more  heinous 
than  thus  to  slight  a  Eedeemer  bathed  in  the  sweat  of 
His  agony  or  red  with  His  own  blood  ?  What  is  this 
but  anew  to  invest  Him  with  the  robe — anew  to  plat  the 
crown — anew  to  give  the  reed — anew  to  plant  the  cross 
—anew  to  drive  the  nails — anew  to  point  the  spear  1  yea, 
and  in  all,  anew  with  the  Gentiles  to  mock  Him  !  And 
then,  proceeding  from  the  Father  and  Son — and  their 
Equal,  too — a  provocation  is  here  offered,  while  infringing 
the  third  commandment,  to  the  quickening  Holy  Spirit. 
Eeaching  the  summit  of  human  profaneness — which  we 
do  in  perjury — methinks  we  come  nearest  that  sin 
against  Him  which  shall  not  be  forgiven,  either  in  this 
world,  or  in  the  world  to  come.  For  what  do  we,  then, 
but  summon  Him  to  witness  a  lie,  and  forge  His  Name 
to  vend  it !  Verily,  than  thus  we  cannot  more  deeply 

"  grieve  "  — cannot    more    strenuously   "  resist " cannot 

more  effectually  "  quench"  Him,  as  the  Spirit  of  truth 
and  of  holiness. 

Neither,  brethren,  can  we  sue  for  extenuation  by  reason 
of  ignorance,  or  even  prefer  the  plea  of  inadvertency  in 
the  case  of  habitual  swearing.  But  the  culpability  of 
taking  God's  Name  in  vain  becomes  all  the  greater  when 
done  in  face  of  this  most  peremptory  prohibition,  which 
none  can  misunderstand.  Feeling  it  to  be  unseemly,  and 
knowing  it  to  be  base,  still  it  is  practised  by  millions,  who 
are  therefore  without  excuse.  And  in  the  case  of  profane 
persons  such  as  Esau,  there  must  have  been  a  quelling  of 
every  righteous  feeling— a  schooling  into  an  utter  disdain 
of  every  Divine  perfection — a  course  of  training  into  a 
contempt  for  all  that  procedure  by  which  Jehovah  is  seen 
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and  recognised  on  the  earth.  We  must  have  studiously 
expelled  every  sentiment  of  piety  and  propriety  from  our 
souls — we  must  have  steeled  them  against  every  emotion 
which  wisdom  and  love  can  awaken.  If  the  landmark  of 
godliness  has  thus  been  broken  down,  repeated  attacks 
have  done  it ;  and  if  God  is  habitually  dishonoured,  it  is 
only  by  those  who  have  yielded  themselves  to  the  devil. 
Verily,  an  aggravation  of  our  transgression  is  this,  as  if  we 
had  wittingly  and  willingly  stretched  out  our  hand  against 
God,  and  strengthened  ourselves  against  the  Almighty. 
It  is  like  "  a  running  upon  Him,  even  on  His  neck,  yea, 
upon  the  thick  bosses  of  His  buckler."  "  And  is  this  not 
evil" — not  grievous — not  odious — not  daring  \  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

But  may  not  the  depth  of  such  colouring  be  brushed 
away,  arid  the  picture  be  somewhat  lightened  by  the 
enlisting  of  our  pleasure  or  our  profit,  to  advocate  our 
cause  in  the  case  ?  Have  we  nothing  to  advance  in  the 
way  of  strong  seductions  and  allurements,  which  man 
finds  it  hard  to  withstand  1  If  we  taste  this  fruit  for 
bidden,  can  we  not  allege  "  that  it  is  good  for  food,"  and, 
therefore,  "to  be  desired V9  Are  we  not  turned  to  it  by 
passion,  by  pride,  by  lust,  or  by  revenge  \  No  such  thing. 
If  we  were,  it  had  been  bad  ;  but  not  being  so,  it  is  all  the 
worse — aii  the  more  culpable  and  base.  It  is  evil  practised 
for  its  own  sake — transgression  for  the  sake  of  offending 
— and  sin  pursued  on  account  of  its  exceeding  sinfulness. 
Let  this  be  denied,  then  permit  me  to  ask  the  vender 
of  profanity  what  he  gains  by  the  odious  traffic?  How 
much  money  has  it  yielded  ] — none.  How  much  of  health 
has  it  imparted  1 — none.  How  much  of  reputation  has  it 
borne  you  \ — none  ;  but  all  on  the  losing  side,  it  has  de 
stroyed  what  you  had  of  a  good  name — and  exploded  all 
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hopes  of  a  better.  What  of  peace  of  mind  or  of  inward 
happiness  has  it  gendered  \  Away  !  the  wages  of  this  sin, 
as  of  every  other,  is  death  to  all  such  enjoyment.  0!  is 
it  not  so,  that  under  the  lips  of  those,  whose  mouth  is  full 
of  such  cursing  and  bitterness,  there  lurks  the  poison  of 
asps;  and  that,  by  reason  of  its  width  and  its  moral 
pestilentiousness,  their  throats  become  open  sepulchres, 
rank  with  the  fumes  of  hell  ? 

In  point  of  degree,  this  is  truly  high  enough — in  regard 
to  density,  dark  enough,  as  measuring  or  painting  the 
guilt  incurred  by  breaking  this  holy  law — by  a  disregard 
to  the  first  petition  of  our  Great  Teacher's  prayer.  Still, 
the  damage  is  not  completed,  neither  can  any  one  esti 
mate  the  amount  of  mischief  which  it  ever  works  in  the 
world.  A  pest-house  in  itself,  it  breathes  contamination 
around  it — a  dire  epidemic  in  itself,  it  sends  forth  the 
pestilence  on  all  the  winds  of  heaven.  Bad  enough,  in 
sooth,  would  it  be  were  it  confined  to  one's  self,  but 
this  can  never  take  place.  No  man,  as  it  has  been 
justly  remarked,  heedlessly  or  designedly  thus  sum 
mons  God's  presence,  or  calls  forth  His  curses,  or  idly 
takes  His  Name  while  in  the  privacy  of  the  closet, 
or  on  the  lonely  mount,  or  in  the  desolate  wilderness. 
He  must  have  an  ear  to  hear  them,  or  an  eye  to  read 
the  imprecations.  As  a  sin  of  the  tongue,  it  is  a  spark 
which  can  kindle  a  great  fire.  After  itself  hath  been 
inflamed  by  Satan,  others  hear,  and  they  learn — others 
witness,  and  they  try — others  are  invited,  and,  alas! 
they  quickly  follow,  "lisping  the  new-born  curse,  or 
muttering  the  faltering  oath."  Here,  indeed,  is  the  wise 
man's  truth  revealed,  that  "  one  sinner  destroyeth  much 
good."  Yes,  the  master  swears  at  the  man,  the  man 
takes  up  the  impious  flourish,  and  repeats  it  to  the  boy, 
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who  in  turn  is  proud  and  pleased  in  this  to  ape  his  elders ; 
and  so  the  factory  and  the  forge  have  assumed  an 
atmosphere  hotter  by  far  than  their  fires.  And  the 
captain  swears  to  his  crew,  and  the  crew  swears  each  to 
his  mate;  and  so  a  common  language  obtains  on  ship 
board,  in  which  all  parties  are  skilled,  and  sounds  float 
over  the  deck  more  portentous  by  far  than  all  the  gales 
which  sweep  it.  And  the  officer  swears  to  his  ordinary, 
and  he  to  the  men  beneath  him,  and  they  to  the  sutlers 
around ;  so  that  one  volley  of  oaths  may,  from  an  army, 
or  even  a  detachment,  be  discharged  more  fleet  and  more 
fatal  by  far  than  all  their  shots  and  shells  !  And  despite 
of  vows  taken  at  their  baptism,  and  in  defiance  of  all 
natural  affection,  we  have  heard  of  parents  perpetrating 
this  blasphemy  in  the  audience  of  their  sons  and  daughters. 
Guilty  of  such  unseemliness,  such  a  heinous  dereliction  of 
duty,  what  can  these  forebode  but  that  their  offspring 
should  go  and  do  likewise  ?  And,  then,  with  no  fear  of 
God  before  their  eyes,  with  their  insubordination  and 
rudeness,  and  dogged  disobedience,  what  by  grace  and 
godly  upbringing  might  have  been  another  Bethel,  be 
comes,  from  parental  example,  nothing  but  a  synagogue 
of  Satan,  filled  with  the  sons  of  Belial. 

But,  not  staying  with  the  individual  in  his  social,  neither 
does  this  vice  abide  alone  in  its  own  individual  capacity. 
Not  only  is  it  sinful  in  itself,  but  it  induces  to  other 
offences,  while  it  deadens  every  religious  impression,  and 
wholly  incapacitates  for  any  acceptable  service.  How, 
think  you,  would  this  spirit  of  profanity  ever  worship — 
how  could  that  lip  ever  effectually  bless  from  which 
proceed  these  curses  1  Think  of  an  irreverent  believer — of 
a  pious  swearer — of  a  profane  member  of  the  holy  house 
hold  ;  then  think  of  what  is  as  irreconcileable  as  light 
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is  with  darkness.  No,  no,  we  shall  believe  such  a  con 
junction  possible,  when  we  meet  with  some  profligate 
swearing  in  the  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem  !  Nay,  but 
in  regard  to  every  plant  of  piety,  every  blossom  of  virtue, 
nothing,  we  avow,  can  live  under  the  upas-tree  of  this  sin  ; 
but  every  such  produce  must  perish  by  the  scathing  light 
ning  of  this  irreverent  use  of  God's  most  glorious  Name. 
Those  who  are  chargeable  with  this  desperate  vice  are 
not  only  reprobate  as  touching  the  faith,  but  they  become 
as  the  trees  of  Jude,  whose  fruit  wither  eth,  twice  dead, 
plucked  up  by  the  roots  —  or  like  to  his  raging  waves  of 
the  sea,  they  foam  out  their  own  shame. 


In  this  deteriorating  process  we  trace  the 
present,  the  more  pressing,  as  well  as  palpable  con 
sequences  of  taking  God's  Name  in  vain,  so  that  by 
noticing  it  our  last  division  has  been  so  far  forestalled. 
This,  however,  is  only  the  first  symptom  of  a  moral 
malady  which  will  reach  its  climax  in  the  dungeons  of 
despair,  and  the  agony  of  which  will  originate  in  the 
flames  of  perdition.  As  this  is  the  one  commandment  to 
which  any  penalty  is  directly  appended,  fairly  may  we 
argue  from  it  the  signal  severity  of  its  punishment.  True, 
the  Lord  will  not  hold  any  guiltless  who  do  not  acknow 
ledge  Him,  or  who  worship  graven  images,  or  who  steal, 
or  kill,  or  covet  ;  but  in  the  foregoing  enactment,  the 
threatening  is  attached  to  this,  not  only  to  show  its  enor 
mity,  but  also  to  indicate  man's  facility  in  despising  it. 
So  that,  embosomed  in  the  negative,  we  read  the  most 
positive  affirmation  of  the  penal  consequences,  either  of 
insulting  the  Divine  Majesty  or  any  of  His  means  of  dis 
playing  it.  And  where  is  the  wonder  here  when  we 
review  its  heinousness  ?  Were  this  not  so  to  be,  could 
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this  trenching  on  law  be  with  impunity  practised.  Then 
where  was  the  justice,  where  the  holiness,  where  the 
jealousy  for  His  own  authority,  of  the  all- wise  Legis 
lator  ?  In  this  life,  indeed,  as  with  every  other  sin,  the 
punishment  begins  with  the  compunction,  with  the  peril, 
with  the  progress  of  the  vice,  as  with  the  disgrace 
which  attends  it.  But,  if  still  persisted  in  and  unre- 
pented  of,  it  will  end  in  the  infliction  of  the  dire  denun 
ciation  before  us,  as  extending  over  all  eternity.  Nor 
is  the  Being  who  hath  uttered  it  man  that  He  should 
lie,  neither  any  of  man's  sons  that  He  should  repent. 
But  having  said,  He  will  do  it ;  having  forewarned  us  thus, 
He  will  bring  it  to  pass.  Human  rules  may  overlook 
this  crime,  a  world  lying  in  wickedness  may  be  regaled 
while  witnessing  it.  Not  so,  0  never,  Jehovah — not  the 
company  of  angels — not  the  assembly  of  saints!  The 
conscience  may  be  blinded  so  as  not  to  rise  up  in  repro 
bation  against  it,  for  habitude  makes  every  sin  seem 
less,  while  it  deadens  the  thought  to  all  danger.  But 
not  regardless  will  Jehovah  become  of  His  most  holy 
will ;  and  under  His  inspection  be  sure  it  will  find  us 
out.  Memory  may  be  unable  to  retain  the  times  and 
ways  in  which  this  precept  has  been  despised,  but  the 
Lord  will  not  forget,  and  the  book  of  His  remem 
brance  will  unfold  them  all  to  our  shame.  0  !  while  life 
is  young,  and  health  is  high,  and  the  tide  of  success 
flows  on,  no  compunction  may  be  felt,  no  troublesome 
conviction  of  the  sin.  But  let  sickness  or  disease  assail, 
then,  soon  as  the  world  withdraws,  the  distressing  reflec 
tions  on  past  life  and  manners  enter  to  puncture  and  to 
trouble  the  soul.  Then  feel  we,  in  sooth,  that  the  Lord  is 
not  holding  us  guiltless.  Or  even  if  not  then  perplexed, 
only  let  the  hand  of  death  draw  apart  the  curtain  of  yon 
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couch,  and  let  it  stare  on  yon  pallid  countenance,  or  grasp 
yon  withered  wrist,  or  seize  yon  trembling  limbs.  Ah ! 
then,  fleet  as  lightning's  flash,  and  hissing  as  serpent's 
tongue,  and  livid  as  bolts  of  fire,  and  thick  as  wriggling 
snakes,  will  long-since-uttered  oaths,  and  deep-toned,  dark- 
-tinctured  profanities,  return.  With  all  the  horrors  of 
remorse,  then,  will  be  visited  the  spirit  hovering  on  the 
verge  of  time,  and  about  to  appear  before  its  insulted 
Maker,  its  indignant  Kedeemer,  and  the  Spirit  it  had 
quenched  and  quelled.  Or  if  drugged  even  then  with 
the  opiates  of  a  self-delusion,  or  of  an  impious  hardihood, 
the  day  of  the  Lord  will  reveal  it  at  once  in  disgrace  and 
condemnation.  To  no  earthly  tribunal  may  such  a  com 
mission  bring  us,  but  with  a  chain  we  can  shake,  but  not 
sever_by  a  might  we  shall  feel,  but  not  resist,  shall  it 
draw  us  to  the  judgment-seat  of  Jesus.  Then,  0  then ! 
shall  we  suffer  for  the  dire  perpetration.  Like  to  exhausted 
volcanoes — like  to  their  furrowed  barrenness — like  to 
lava-burnt  mountains — all  black  and  parched,  and  bare, 
before  that  bar  shall  appear  the  shrivelled  spirits  of  those 
who  insulted  the  Lord,  while  the  blackness  of  ashes  will 
mark  their  unglorified  bodies.  Instead  of  hurting  and 
offending  as  before,  they  shall  now  be  injured— instead 
of  breathing  flames  as  before,  fire  shall  envelope  them  for 
ever;  and  instead  of  dishonouring  God  as  before,  God 
himself  in  His  just  indignation  will  visit  them  with 
endless  confusion.  Then,  ah  then!  will  the  "swift  wit 
ness"  be  heard  "against  all  false  swearers,  who  fear  not 
Me,  saith  the  Lord."  Against  them,  with  their  own 
condemning  hearts,  will  rise  up  those  whom  their  gaunt 
perjury  had  wronged.  Against  them  will  rise  up  those 
whom  their  language  had  contaminated,  and  whom  their 
example  had  decoyed.  And  what  will  the  Master  say 
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when  servants  appear  to  be  cast  out  for  a  sin,  which  He 
while  on  earth  had  taught  them  ?     And  how  will  parents 
feel  when  their  children  come  to  hear,  "Depart  from  Me, 
ye  that  have  wrought  iniquity,"  when  they  know  their  own 
practice  led  them  to  impiety  and  sorrow  1     Verily,  their 
blood  will  rest  upon  their  heads,  and  in  the  everlasting 
destruction  of  their  offspring,  such  fathers  will  rightfully 
share.     Then,  in  sooth,  will  God's  "  wrath  be  on  all  these 
because   of  the   oath"   which   they  so  unguardedly  and 
unblushingly  "  sware."     And  methinks  the  acme  and  the 
eminence    of  this  punishment  will  be  reached   by  the 
evil,  and  witnessed  in  them  by  the  good,  not  only  in  their 
being  "scorched  with  great  heat,"  but  in  their  continuing 
to  "  blaspheme  the  Name  of  God,  which  hath  power  over 
these  plagues."     Ah!  and  in  these  dire  calamities,  and 
Satanic  characteristics,  coupled  with  their  not  even  then 
"repenting  to  give  Him  the  glory" — in  these,  I  say,  will 
be  written  in  lines  redder  than  Sinai's  fire,  or  will  peal 
throughout  the  caverns  of  perdition,  with  louder  tones 
than   did   its   awful   thunder,  this   decisive,  unalterable 
sentence,  The  Lord  of  earth  and  heaven  will  hold  him 
guilty  for  ever  who  taketh  His  Name  in  vain. 

While  the  profane  may,  let  them  yet  repent.  While 
God  yet  is  gracious,  let  them  to  Him  return,  and  pray 
for  penitence  and  pardon.  Beseeching  forgiveness  for 
the  past,  for  the  sake  of  the  Lord  their  righteousness, 
be  it  theirs  to  beseech  grace  to  sanctify  them,  to  teach 
them  a  new  song  their  injured  God  to  glorify,  that  the 
lip  foul  with  execrations  may  yet  become  redolent  with 
praise.  Ay,  and  the  more  earnest  let  us  all  be  to  guard 
against  the  sins  of  the  tongue,  told  as  we  are,  and  feeling 
as  we  do,  that  it  is  a  world  of  iniquity  in  itself-— that  it 
is  an  unruly  evil  which  no  man,  none  but  the  Spirit,  can 
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tame.  And  let  us  be  the  more  watchful  here,  assured  as 
we  are  by  One  who  cannot  err,  as  He  will  not  deceive, 
that  "  by  our  words  we  shall  be  justified,  and  by  our 
words  we  shall  be  condemned."  Amen. 


Enactment  i|e 


OGOD,  in  all  Thy  laws  enable  us  to  realise  Thy  nature.  In  them  may 
we  see  Thy  justice  as  a  great  mountain — Thy  judgments  deep  as  floods. 
In  them  may  we  mark  Thy  holiness,  and  seek  to  equal  their  purity.  In 
them  may  we  feel  Thy  fatherly  love  and  Thy  pastoral  care,  as  they  are  given 
to  guide  and  bless  us  with  a  great  reward.  In  them,  O  Lord  our  King,  may 
we  recognise  Thine  authority,  and  have  grace  to  acknowledge  it  in  practice. 
Give  us,  we  implore  Thee,  to  believe  in  the  perpetuity  of  all  Thy  moral 
statutes.  Convince  us  that  the  Sabbath  is  to  be  maintained  and  observed  on 
to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  that,  though  heaven  pass  away,  it  will  not,  in 
one  tittle  of  it,  be  withdrawn,  till  its  grand  intents  are  fulfilled.  God 
Almighty,  forbid  that  we  should  ever  dare  to  remove  that  landmark  which 
Thou  hast  been  pleased  to  set  up.  May  we  ever  remember  it  as  the  day 
Thou  hast  made  for  the  special  and  periodical  manifestation  of  Thine  own 
glory,  and  in  it  may  we  joy  and  rejoice.  After  Thine  own  example,  after 
that  of  the  patriarchs,  and  Thy  people,  and  Thy  prophets,  Jehovah,  incline 
us  to  hallow  it.  After  the  example  of  Him  who  is  Lord  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
that  of  His  inspired  apostles,  with  the  faithful  of  descending  ages,  may  we 
attend  to  this  holy  ordinance,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear.  And  of  this 
our  privilege  and  our  profit,  to  Thee  be  the  honour  and  the  praise,  through 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


ftssoit. 


PSALM  cxviii.  14,  to  the  end. 

14.  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  song,  and  is  become  my  salvation. 

15.  The  voice  of  rejoicing  and  salvation  is  in  the  tabernacles  of  the 
righteous  ;  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  valiantly. 

16.  The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  is  exalted :  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord 
doeth  valiantly. 

17.  I  shall  not  die,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord. 

18.  The  Lord  hath  chastened  me  sore :  but  He  hath  not  given  me  over 
unto  death. 
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19.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteousness :  I  will  go  into  them,  and  I  will 
praise  the  Lord : 

20.  This  gate  of  the  Lord,  into  which  the  righteous  shall  enter. 

21.  I  will  praise  Thee  :  for  Thou  hast  heard  me,  and  art  become  my  salva 
tion. 

22.  The  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is  become  the  head  stone  of  the 
corner. 

23.  This  is  the  Lord's  doing  ;  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 

24.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made ;  we  will  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  it. 

25.  Save  now,  I  beseech  Thee,  O  Lord :   0  Lord,  I  beseech  Thee,  send 
now  prosperity. 

26.  Blessed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord :  we  have  blessed 
you  out  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

27.  God  is  the  Lord,  which  hath  showed  us  light :  bind  the  sacrifice  with 
cords,  even  unto  the  horns  of  the  altar. 

28.  Thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will  praise  Thee :  thou  art  my  God,  I  will 
exalt  Thee. 

29.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  for  lie  is  good :  for  His  mercy  endureth 
for  ever. 


Canticle. 

PSALM  cxviii.  24-29. 

THIS  is  the  day  God  made,  in  it  God  is  the  Lord,  who  unto  us 

We'll  joy  triumphantly.  Hath  made  light  to  arise  : 

Save  now,  I  pray  Thee,  Lord ;  I  pray,  Bind  yc  unto  the  altar's  horns 

Send  now  prosperity.  With  cords  the  sacrifice. 

Blessed  is  he  in  God's  great  name,  Thou  art  my  God,  I'll  Thee  exalt ; 

That  cometh  us  to  save  :  My  God,  I  will  Thee  praise. 

We,  from  the  house  which  to  the  Lord  Give  thanks  to  God,  for  He  is  good 

Pertains,  you  blessed  have.  His  mercy  lasts  always. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  8,  11. 

'•'•And  the  Lord  spake  all  these  words,  saying,      .'-'  v     »      Remember  the 
Sabbath-day,  to  keep  it  holy ;  for  in  six  days  the  Lord  made 

heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day ; 
wherefore  the  Lord  blessed  the  Sabbath-day,  and  halloiued  it." 

BRETHREN, — Before  building  up  the  walls  of  any  edifice, 
we  must  lay  the  foundation.  But  before  this  can  be 
done,  every  obstruction  must  be  removed ;  and  if  any 
such  be  there,  of  it  the  surface  must  be  cleared  before 
operations  are  commenced.  And  so  are  we  constrained 
to  do  in  expounding  and  enforcing  the  commandment 
of  our  text.  Approaching  it,  we  are  met  with  redoubts 
thrown  up  by  the  adversary,  and  to  impede  our  progress, 
have  obstacles  been  raised  in  every  possible  form  of 
objection.  At  this  we  are  not  to  wonder,  though  we 
grieve,  since  it  is  an  appointment  of  God,  which  consti 
tutes  the  strongest  hold  of  religion,  of  piety,  as  of  godli 
ness.  Being  the  last  statute  of  the  first  table  of  the. law, 
it  is  set  down  there  to  give  scope  to  the  foregoing — to 
embrace  and  engird  them  all.  It  provides  for  their  being 
observed  in  such  manner  as  to  bring  more  glory  to  the 
Giver  of  it,  and  eminently  to  bless  mankind.  If,  then,  it 
could  only  be  expunged,  or  called  in  question,  or  disre 
garded,  or  relaxed,  the  enemy  of  souls  would  gain  a  cor 
responding  advantage,  or  even  achieve  his  most  splendid 
victory.  Suspended  on  it,  indeed,  is  the  monotheism  of  the 
first  commandment,  while  the  idolatry  condemned  in  the 
second,  and  the  profanity  exposed  in  the  third,  are  kept 
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in  abeyance — yea,  put  down  by  an  obedience  to  this  high 
order  of  Heaven.  On  the  other  hand,  and  to  prove  this, 
wherever  the  Sabbath  is  disregarded,  or  remembered  and 
not  kept  holy — there  the  one  God  is  forgotten — or  there 
He  is  worshipped  through  images — or  there  His  sacred 
name  is  systematically  taken  in  vain.  In  a  word,  so 
valuable,  and  testing,  and  protecting  is  the  Sabbatical 
appointment,  that,  though  we  may  not  be  Christians 
with  it,  we  cannot  be  Christians  without  it. 

Full  well  aware  of  this,  that  adversary  who  deceiveth 
the  nations — who  ruleth  in  the  world  as  its  prince — who  is 
charmed  to  accuse  the  brethren — has  directed  his  heaviest 
artillery  against  this  landmark  of  Zion.     With  most  rare 
and  profound  ingenuity  has  he  sought  to  undermine  the 
battlement,  or  with  most  frantic  effort  to  demolish   it, 
that  he  might  thereafter  let  in  a  flood  of  atheism  and 
immorality,  to  deluge  a  backsliding  people.     And  that  it 
has  been  Satan's  fondest  aim,  as  lately  attempted,  and  as 
still  being  tried  among  us,  to  weaken  the  sanctions  of 
the  Sabbath — to  fling  down  all  it  fences,  and  desecrate  all 
its  sacredness — this,  we  say,  is  too  painfully  apparent  in 
the  neglect  of  other  ordinances,  which  it  has  produced  on 
the  part  of  the  children  of  disobedience.     These  things 
being  so,  any  attempt  to  enforce  this  law  must  follow  the 
removal  of  all  such  doubts — the  clearing  away  of  all  such 
rubbish  as  here  has  been  strewed  in  our  path.     Let  us, 
then,  to  the  refutation  of  these  arguments,  which  have 
been  advanced   to  delude,  as  to  the  explosion  of  these 
mines  which  have  been  excavated  to  engulf  the  simple 
and   unwary.      Three   questions   seem   to  comprise   the 
assertions   and  allegations   of  those  who  have   arrayed 
themselves    against    the    obligation    of    hallowing    the 
Christian's  Sabbath.     These  are — 


ENACTMENT  THE  FOURTH.  101 

I.  Has  the  Sabbatical  institute  been  abrogated  ? 

II.  Have  any  of  its  restrictions  been  modified  ?  and, 

III.  Why  lias  the  day  been  changed  1 

Be  ours  the  attempt  to  reply  to  these  three  queries, 
before  we  consider,  either  how  it  is  to  be  sanctified,  or  the 
benefits  that  therefrom  spring.  And  may  the  Being  who 
propounded  the  law  give  us  all  power  to  fulfil  it  ! 


I  need  not  remark,  at  the  outset,  that  innumer 
able  attempts  have  been  made  to  prove  that  the  fourth 
commandment  has  been  recalled,  or  that  it  is  nullified  by 
the  religion  of  Jesus,  with  other  Jewish  ceremonies.  If  these 
attempts  had  succeeded,  the  controversy  had  been  at  an 
end.  No  more  could  have  been  said  in  support  of  what 
had  become  old,  and  had  actually  vanished  away.  On 
the  mere  postulate  of  its  being  a  shadowy  rite,  those  who 
care  nothing  either  for  Judaism  or  Christianity  stoutly 
maintain  that,  with  other  such  feast-days  and  fasts,  it  has 
been  abolished.  Now,  if  it  has  been  swept  away,  that 
could  only  bedone  by  Him  who  originally  ordained  it. 
None  but  God  himself  can  annul  this,  or  any  other  of  the 
great  commandments,  and  that,  too,  by  recorded  direction. 
None  but  Christ  himself,  God's  envoy,  God's  equal,  ever 
had  power  on  earth  to  bid  away  one  law.  None  but  the 
Holy  Ghost,  speaking  or  writing  through  the  agency  of 
prophet,  or  evangelist,  or  apostle,  could  return  that  season 
to  a  common  use,  which  Jehovah  himself,  by  saying  and 
doing,  had  cleansed.  And  if  such  a  recall  has  issued 
from  the  courts  above  to  the  courts  below,  verily  it  must 
have  been  written  with  such  perspicuity  and  plainness, 
that  all  who  run  might  read  it.  So,  in  a  matter  of  such 
moment,  we  cannot  suppose  that  the  all-  wise  God  and  our 
Saviour  would  give  out  an  uncertain  sound  —  give  out 
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such  an  ambiguous  utterance  as  an  impious  ingenuity 
would  pervert — or  such,  a  dubious  dictate  as  would  divide 
and  distract  mankind. 

If,  then,  it  has  been  abrogated — if  it  has  been  taken  off 
as  a  burden  too  heavy  to  be  borne — is  it  too  much  to  ask, 
when  it  was  1  where  it  was  1  and  by  whom  it  was  so 
written  1  Among  such  passages  and  paragraphs  as  really 
abolish  the  ancient  ritual,  we  search,  and  look,  and  exa 
mine — but  lo,  it  is  not  there !  To  our  Lord  Christ  we 
hearken  when  altering  or  abrogating  the  laws  of  Moses — 
but  lo,  it  is  not  there !  To  Jesus  we  hasten  for  instruction 
as  soon  as  the  question  is  raised  ;  and  if  at  any  time  He 
did  expunge,  or  speak  of  expunging  the  season  of  rest 
from  the  statute  book,  it  would  have  assuredly  been  when 
tempted  by  the  Pharisees  on  the  subject.  But  still  even 
here  we  scan  these  interviews  in  vain.  Not  by  the 
merest  link  does  our  Lord  relax  its  obligation — not  by 
the  merest  iota  does  He  remove  it  out  of  its  place — not 
by  the  lightest  touch  of  His  finger  does  He  seek  to 
diminish  its  loftiness.  And  far  from  finding  anything  to 
depreciate  the  ordinance  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  or 
in  their  inspired  epistles,  we  find  it  virtually  re-established 
in  its  being  revered  and  honoured  by  those  saints  who  so 
nobly  contended  for  the  faith.  But  so  long  as  such  silence 
obtains — so  long  as  the  lip  of  the  lively  oracles  breathes 
not  a  sound  against  our  holy  day — not  an  angel  from 
heaven  shall  shake  it  in  our  estimation,  more  than  he 
might  palm  any  other  gospel  upon  us  ;  while  the  loudest 
clebatings  of  hell  will  only  confirm  our  belief  that  the 
Sabbath  still  stands  enrobed  in  all  its  sacredness.  So  long 
as  no  explicit  announcement  from  Christ,  or  His  messen 
gers,  has  associated  it  with  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  or  any 
other  typical  observance — so  long  as  they  have  not  dis- 
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sociated  it  from  its  brotherhood,  nor  torn  it  from  its  place 
in  the  Decalogue,  the  eloquence  of  all  senates — the  argu 
ments  of  all  schools — the  pleadings  of  all  infidels,  and 
sceptics,  and  latitudinarians,  are  to  us  as  the  idle  breeze 
— to  us  as  the  sounding  brass — to  us  as  the  tinkling 
cymbal.  In  this  case,  as  in  every  other  referring  to  creed 
and  practice,  we  must  away  to  the  law  and  testimony, 
discovering  by  prayer,  accompanied  with  diligent  search, 
what  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit. 

And  this  non-abrogation  of  it,  after  all,  is  just  what  we 
might  have  expected  from  the  date  and  the  character 
with  the  various  utilities  of  the  fourth  commandment. 
Though  embodied  in  this,  its  being  was  long,  long  before  it. 
Not  was  it  any  of  those  which  waited  for  Sinai  with  all 
of  authority  to  announce  it,  but  before  Moses  was  it  had 
been  fixed  and  hallowed.     Like  to  some  mighty  stream 
whose  origin  few   have   reached,  can   its   beginnings  be 
traced  far  into  the  solitudes  of  the  past.      Before  the 
faithful  had  a  federal  father,  had  it  been  with  Jehovah 
and  His  seraphic  attendants  in  heaven.     So  that,  as  did 
its  Divine  Author,  it  might  assert  its  claim,  but  only  to  a 
created  perpetuity,  and  say,  "  before  Abraham  was,  I,  the 
Sabbath,    am."      From   its  holy  resting-place    above   it 
descended  to  this  world,  at  once  to  beautify  and  bless  it. 
Yes,  its  infant  brow  was  raised  on  these  plains,  and  its 
sweetest  smile  empurpled  the  dawn,  and  its  bright,  bright 
eye  awoke   soon  as   the   heavens   and   the   earth   were 
finished  with  all  their  sparkling  hosts.     Then  it  was,  as 
God  surveyed  His  work,  and  as  from  His  labour  He 
rested,  that  He  blessed  the  Sabbath-day,  and  that  He 
hallowed  it.     So  that  shadows  might  thereafter  fall,  and 
lie  on,  and  retire  from  the  face  of  the  dial  of  revelation, 
and  yet,  like  yon  gleaming  disc  by  which  it  is  irradiated, 
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this  would  remain  unmoved.  And  while  temporary  re 
gulations  arose  and  passed  away,  this  might  retain  its 
permanency  of  obligation  over  every  soul  of  man,  of  the 
Jew  first,  and  also  of  the  Gentile,  in  order  to  bear  witness 
to  that  creation-birth  it  was  summoned  to  celebrate. 

Nor  less  than  this  could  be  augured  or  anticipated  from 
the  prominent  place  assigned  it.     Brethren,  mark  ye  here, 
and  bear  it  ever  in  mind,  that  it  is  not  classed  with  what 
was  transient  or  typical — not  with    sacrifice,  not  with 
ablutions,  not  with  the  Passover,  nor  with  any  other  legal 
festival.     But  it  ranks  with  laws,   and  ordinances,   and 
judgments,  which  were  framed  in  wisdom,  and  enframed 
in  tablets  of  stone  for  the  guidance  of  the  whole  universe; 
and  which,  as  from  a  lofty  eminence,  have  been  hung  up 
on  Horeb  for  the  perusal  of  all  nations,  as  for  all  cycles 
of  time,  till  time  shall  be  no  longer.     It  stands  with  a 
fraternity  the  most  august,  the  most  holy,  and  just,  and 
good — and  doing  so,  with  men  it  must  be  binding  for  ever. 
Known  by  the  company  it  keeps,  as  it  is  with  them,  so 
shall  it  be  with  it,  never  passing  away  till  by  it  God's 
will  is  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  by  the  angels  in  heaven. 
Strange  to  imagine  that  this  one  alone  should  be  erased 
from  the  tables  of  the  law  while  all  the  others  remained  ! 
And  is  it  not  stranger  still,  if  this  were  doomed  to  perish, 
that  Jehovah  should  repeat  it,  and  enlarge  on  it,  and  on 
it  alone.,  while  yet  in  the  mount  with  Moses  !     Yes,  as  His 
last  injunction  to  His  servant,  after  it  had  already  been 
uttered,  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying,  "  Speak  thou 
also  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  saying,  Verily,  my  Sabbaths 
ye  shall  keep :  for  it  is  a  sign  between  Me  and  you  through 
out  your  generations  ;  that  ye  may  know  that  I  am  the 
Lord  that  doth  sanctify  you.     You  shall  keep  the  Sab 
bath,  therefore ;  for  it  is  holy  unto  you."    As  if  foreseeing 
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man's  proneness  to  forget  it,  instead  of  hushing  the  sound, 
here  it  is  twice  repeated,  while  one  utterance  serves  for 
all  the  rest.  As  if  foreseeing  our  wish  to  escape  from  it, 
instead  of  freeing  man  from  its  obligation,  here  the  ordi 
nance  is  bound  upon  him  by  a  double  chain,  while  one 
only  fastens  the  rest.  Nor  ought  this  otherwise  to  be, 
because  of  its  inherent  morality,  and  because  of  the  aid  it 
brings,  and  the  strength  it  imparts  to  our  graces.  Yes, 
the  duties  it  involves  are  lasting,  are  universal,  are  bind 
ing,  so  with  all  peremptoriness  is  the  command  repeated. 
As  intelligent  beings,  are  we  not  obligated  to  adore  the 
perfections  of  our  Creator  \  As  ransomed  beings,  are  we 
not  obligated  to  lift  up  the  plan  of  our  redemption  1  and 
as  regenerated  beings,  are  we  not  evermore  obligated  to 
celebrate  the  advent  of  that  Spirit  by  whom  we  have  been 
renewed?  Verily,  then,  either  till  Jehovah  change,  or 
till  the  scheme  of  grace  has  failed,  or  the  Spirit  returns  to 
heaven,  must  this  appointment,  which  embraces  these 
sublimities,  exist  as  part  and  portion  of  our  reasonable 
service.  And  more  than  its  own  individualised  design,  it 
favours  every  other  commandment,  and  strengthens  the 
things  which  remain.  A  security,  indeed,  and  the  only 
one  is  here  for  the  observance  of  those  august  precepts  by 
which  it  is  preceded,  as  well  as  by  which  it  is  followed; 
nor  can  there  be  devised  another  such  effectual  mean  of 
cherishing  that  universal  and  unfailing  spirit  of  holiness 
which  fits  us  to  see  the  Lord.  Not  then  being  ceremonial, 
but  moral,  it  is  binding  on  all  of  every  age  and  clime,  and, 
like  the  mercy  of  Him  from  whom,  with  His  wisdom  it 
came,  is  it  destined  to  endure  for  ever. 

And,  brethren,  this  expectation  grounded  on  the  nature, 
and  this  argument  borrowed  from  the  sanctities  of  the 
Sabbath,  are  fully  verified  by  the  language  employed  by 
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many  prophets  in  regard  to  its  posterior  observance.  With 
His  eye  on  the  times  of  the  Messiah,  with  a  sacred  en- 
kindlement  of  soul,  thus  wrote  the  evangelical  Isaiah, 
"  Every  one  that  keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting  it,  I 
will  bring  to  my  holy  mountain."  And  when  was  this 
to  be  1  not  during  the  Jewish  economy,  but  at  the  Chris 
tian  dispensation — even  at  the  time  "when  my  house 
shall  be  called  a  house  of  prayer,"  not  merely  for  the 
Israelites,  "  but  for  all  people."  According  to  the  predic 
tion,  the  Gentiles  have  come  to  this  light,  and  the  church 
enjoys  her  Sabbaths.  In  vision  of  the  Holy  One,  thus 
could  the  Psalmist  foresee  that  the  stone  which  was  refused 
by  the  "  builders  should  become  the  head  of  the  corner." 
And  the  very  day  for  this  grand  event  was  that  when 
the  gates  of  righteousness  should  be  opened,  the  day 
which  the  Lord  had  made  by  a  perpetual  covenant,  and 
in  the  prospect  of  which  David  could  "rejoice  and  be 
glad."  So  that  if  we  have  now  our  Sabbaths  arid  our 
sanctuaries,  it  is  no  more  than  what  was  foretold  would 
be  ;  and  any  attempt  to  abrogate  this  law  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  an  attempt  to  falsify  the  Word  of  God,  and 
cause  it  to  return  to  Him  void  of  all  spiritual  good. 

On  these  verifications  of  continuousness  and  perpetuity 
we  are  the  more  disposed  to  rest,  since  they  are  substan 
tiated  by  Jesus — substantiated  in  so  far  as  He  did  not 
contradict  them,  but  left  them,  as  found  in  His  holy 
prophets,  ever  since  the  world  began,  His  silence  implying 
consent.  Exculpating  His  disciples  for  plucking  corn- 
ears  on  a  Sabbath,  did  He  do  so  by  saying  it  was  gone, 
or  by  henceforth  disannulling  its  sanction  1  did  He  do  so 
by  affirming  that,  like  other  Mosaic  appointments,  it  had 
passed  away  1  No :  but  notify  here  that  His  reply  was 
precisely  the  reverse.  He  refers  to  a  circumstance  in  the 
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life  of  David  which  justified  Him  in  disregarding  a  most 
stringent  law  when  the  Sabbath  was  most  rigidly 
observed;  and  if  He  was  innocent  of  the  great  trans 
gression  laid  to  the  charge  of  His  disciples,  in  their 
peculiar  position  they  could  not  be  guilty.  But  then,  in 
all  this,  He  never  wounded,  but  the  rather  bound  up  the 
appointment.  Far  from  brushing  it  away,  His  grand 
conclusion  was,  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man. 
For  man,  remark — not  merely  the  Jew — but  obviously  for 
man  wherever  he  was,  under  whatever  sun,  and  subject 
to  whatever  dispensation.  For  man  it  was  to  be  con 
tinued,  so  liable  to  forget  his  Maker — for  man,  so  regard 
less  of  the  things  of  God — for  man,  so  ready  to  rush  to 
his  own  ruin — for  man,  so  prone,  alas  !  to  deny  his  Lord, 
or  to  dishonour  His  name.  And  it  was  for  him,  too,  in  the 
sense  of  a  binding  alliance — for  him  and  his  physical 
revival — for  him  and  his  spiritual  growth — for  him 
and  his  social  comfort.  Yes,  for  him  it  was  to  be 
as  an  islet  green  in  the  sea — for  him  to  be  as  a  help 
mate  to  piety  and  duty — for  him  to  be  as  a  shelter  from 
many  a  storm — for  him  to  be  as  a  table  set  in  this 
wilderness !  But  let  him  cast  it  off — let  him  refuse  to 
hallow  it — let  him  neglect  its  recurrence — let  him  violate 
its  sanctity — then  never  or  no  more  can  it  l>Qfor  him. 
Oh!  that  tie  is  broken  which  Christ's  own  hand  once 
wove — that  sacred  companionship — man  and  the  Sabbath 
—which  the  Lord  Jesus  joined  in  holiest  bands,  is  put 
asunder  by  vile  divorcing  fingers.  And  thus  what  Christ 
re-enacted,  and  all  so  clearly  fulfilled,  is  impiously  des 
troyed  by  those  who  would  expunge  the  glorious  law 
of  the  Sabbath.  Now,  and  again,  we  ask,  has  the 
Sabbatical  institution  been  abrogated  ?  Seeing  that  the 
Scriptures  have  not  said  so — seeing  that  the  prophetic 
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announcements  look  to  its  perpetuation,  and,  led  by  our 
Lord's  conclusion  to  realise  a  yet  unbroken  connection 
between  itself  and  its  objects,  and,  with,  all  this,  con 
sidering  its  immediate  moral  tendency,  emphatically  we 
say  —  No. 


But,  and  in  the  second  place,  we  proceed  to 
inquire  if  any  of  its  restrictions  have  been  modified,  any 
of  its  rigour  relaxed  1  And  here  we  are  inclined  to  answer, 
with  all  deference  and  reverence,  that  they  have.  The 
grounds  we  take  up  for  saying  so,  let  us  now  briefly 
examine.  We  are  told  by  the  adversary,  if  the  Sabbath 
is  in  force,  that  we  break  it  along  with  others.  As  our 
Lord  was  taunted  with  a  similar  infringement,  His  reply 
and  self-justification  on  the  occasion  bears  out  the  fact 
that  certain  alterations  were  made  by  Him,  so  as  to  accom 
modate  it  to  the  nature  and  the  extent  of  His  kingdom. 
Had  it  been  usual  in  His  day  to  attempt  what  He  did,  or 
after  the  most  approved  methods  to  try  to  heal  the  sick, 
the  Pharisees  would  never  have  charged  Him  with  doin«; 

o  o 

w^hat  they  deemed  to  be  unlawful  on  the  Sabbath-day. 
So  that  the  very  allegation  against  Him  leads  us  to  infer 
that  He  was  doing  something,  which,  even  viewed  as  not 
miraculous,  was  unusual.  It  obviously  was  contrary  to 
national  practice,  as  to  the  ordinance  itself,  to  pluck  corn 
and  eat  it  during  that  weekly  solemnity.  And  in  vindi 
cating  the  conduct  of  His  disciples  from  an  exception, 
Christ  seems  to  have  made  that  very  exception  the  rule 
in  all  time  to  come.  Had  He  said  nothing  on  that  occa 
sion  in  the  line  of  relaxing  the  ceremonial,  we  can  read 
no  reason  for  the  high  ground  He  took,  neither  for  the 
authority  with  which  He  spake,  when  He  said,  "  for  the 
Son  of  man  is  Lord  even  of  the  Sabbath-day."  Obviously 
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did  He  here  take  His  great  power,  and  in  virtue  thereof, 
He  sanctioned  a  procedure  on  the  part  of  others  and  him 
self,  which  no  man  had  a  title  to  do,  unless  God  had  sent 
him.     The  assertion  itself  is  uncalled  for,  unless  He  was 
about  to  determine  some  lasting  change.     Eegarding  it  in 
this  light,  so  much  is  gained  from  it  in  favour  of  satisfy 
ing  the  cravings  of  hunger,  by  a  method  not  previously 
provided,  neither  suffered  by  the  law  as  it  stood.     Then, 
what  immediately  follows  grants  so  much  more  of  toler 
ance  in  reference  to  the  wants  of  others.     Going  about 
doing  good  continually,  Christ  encounters  a  man  in  the 
synagogue  who  had  a  withered  hand.    A  fine  opportunity 
was  this  for  them  who  lay  in  wait  to  snare  Him  in  His 
words.     Now,  here  we  repeat  the  remark,  that  if  such  a 
practice  as  that  of  healing  had  been  common  at  the  time, 
on  the  day  in  question,  no  notice  would  have  been  taken 
of  it,  and  the  miracle  would  have  passed  without  animad 
version  far  as  it  was  concerned.     Supposing,  then,  on  the 
Mosaic  requirement,  that  any  such  attempt  was  illegal, 
what  was  our  Lord's  reply  1     He  reminds  them  that  a 
case  of  similar  urgency  was  allowed  to  interfere  with  this 
national  solemnity  when  a  sheep  chanced  to  fall  into  a 
pit.     And  it  was  clearly  with  a  view  of  extending  the 
exception  to  the  case  of  suffering  humanity,  that  our 
Lord  then  effected  a  cure.     Healing  the  diseased  man, 
He  laid  down  a  general  rule  for  His  followers  in  all 
future  ages.     He  asked  the  fanatical  cavillers  whether  it 
was  lawful  on  that  day  to  save  life,  or  to  destroy  it — to 
do  good,  or  to  do  evil  1  and  silencing  them  by  the  ques 
tion,  He  laid  down  this  as  a  general  maxim,  which  never 
had  been  laid  down  before,  "  Wherefore,  it  is  lawful  to  do 
well  on  the  Sabbath-days/' 

Now,  from  such  a  passage  and  such  a  procedure  as  this 
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on  the  part  of  Him  who  framed  it,  we  are  safe,  we  think, 
in  arguing  for  a  relaxation  on  the  appointment,  so  far  as 
traced  back  to  Sinai — a  relaxation,  however,  not  to  be 
tolerated,  save  on  such  pleas  as  those  which  our  Saviour 
advanced,  and  not  one  hair-breadth  beyond  them.  On  this 
same  dictate,  we  get  rid  of  much  that  was  peculiar  to  it  as 
a  Jewish  ceremonial ;  and  had  other  such  cases  occurred, 
it  is  fair  to  infer  that  the  remainder  of  such  peculiarities 
would  have  been,  by  its  Lord,  abolished.  By  such  deduc 
tions,  we  strip  it  of  its  old  and  hard  encasements — we 
adopt  that  exfoliative  process  by  which  is  removed  what 
ever  made  it  a  Jewish  festival,  and  we  restore  it  to  what 
it  was  before  any  such  ritual  began.  We  denude  it  of 
those  outward  garments  with  which  the  Levitical  clothed 
it,  and  we  show  its  beauteous  form.  We  take  from  it 
whatever  was  casual,  and  leave  only  what  is  essential; 
and  if  we  lose  so  much  of  the  body,  we  gain  so  much  more 
of  the  spirit.  From  being  fitted  to  a  ministration  of  con 
demnation,  we  adapt  it  to  an  economy  of  grace  ;  and  from 
being  formed  principally  for  Canaan,  we  invest  it  with  a 
character  which  fits  it  for  every  land,  as  for  every  age, 
and  which,  by  associating  it  thus  with  the  religion  of 
Jesus,  will  be  examplified  in  the  regions  of  glory. 

It  is  lawful,  then,  to  do  well,  not  on  that  one  only  in 
which  Jesus  cured  the  withered  hand,  but  on  all  Sabbath- 
days — so  hath  himself  determined.  And  this  well-doing, 
too,  has  reference  to  the  supplying  of  our  physical 
necessities — to  the  cleansing  and  dressing  of  our  bodies, 
therefore,  and  to  the  procuring  of  what  will  sustain  them. 
Therefore,  too,  we  "  do  well"  when  a  fire  is  kindled  in  our 
homes  on  that  day,  since,  in  these  northern  regions  at  least, 
health  might  be  destroyed — nor  would  the  sanctuary  be 
fit  to  receive  us,  neither  could  congregations,  at  certain 
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states  of  the  weather  and  periods  of  the  year,  assemble  in 
comfort,   or  safely  remain  to  worship.      To  cook  such 
victuals  as  are   needful  for  the   body,  and  which  can 
not   be   cooked   before,  cannot,    therefore,  be  unlawful; 
but  fuel  being  available  at  any  season,  we  are  not  "  to 
gather  sticks/7  else,  again,  we  are  guilty  as  he  was  whom 
Jehovah  of  old  time  condemned.     For  the  sick,  or  the 
weak,  or  the  relaxed,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  fill  with 
the  hopes   of  cure,  is  verily  to  "  do  well,"   even  by  the 
attempt  to  preserve  life ;  and  to  tend  the  couch  of  lan 
guishing,  and  smooth  the  pillow  of   pain,  must  consort 
with  the  feelings  of  Him  who   ever  delighted  in  mercy. 
In  a  word,  and  in  entire  unison  with  the  enlarged  and 
spiritual  genius  of  the  Gospel,   we  deem   not  ourselves 
wrong  in  abandoning  what  was  purely  Jewish  in  that 
ordinance   protected  by  the  fourth  commandment — re 
taining  as  we  do  every  jot  and  tittle  which  its  original 
design,  and  the  religion  of  Jesus,  enjoin.     But  with  such 
an  allowance  let  us  all  take  warning,  lest  we  be  tempted 
to  abuse  it.     Very,  very  different  is  this,  and  right  easily 
distinguished  from  its  studied  abjurernent,  from  its  heed 
less  neglect,  as  from  its  profane  desecration.     Wide  apart 
is  this  admission,  as  light  can  be  from  darkness,  from 
buying  or  selling  on  that  holy  day,  or  from  treading  the 
wine-press,  as  seen  by  the  indignant  Nehemiah.     Wide 
apart  is  it  all,  and  on  every  Christian  permission,  from 
following  any  worldly  employment  except  that  engage 
ment  with  which  life  is  concerned,  or  what  can  assuage 
grief,  or  what  alleviate -pain.     And  yet  further  are  GUI- 
Lord's    Sabbatistic   commentaries    apart  from    aught  of 
mere  recreation,  aught  of  animal,  or  even  pure  mental 
enjoyment.    No,  110;  even  with  these  before  thee,  0  back 
slider  !  no  sufferance  is  given  for  thy  foot  to  turn  away 
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to  the  fields,  or  to  the  river's  bank,  or  with  those  who  go 
down  in  ships,  from  the  Sabbath.  No  sufferance  is  here 
granted  to  do  thine  own  pleasure,  neither  to  do  thine  own 
ways,  neither  "  to  speak  thine  own  words,"  on  God's  holy 
day.  But  this  demand  is  yet  unrelaxed,  yet  made  on  us 
all,  even  to  call  it  for  itself  "  a  delight,"  "  the  holy  of  the 
Lord,  and  honourable."  Ay,  and  as  we  may  hereafter 
show  in  the  burning  words  of  the  prophet,  "  Blessed  is  the 
man  who  doeth  this,  and  the  son  of  man  who  layeth  hold 
of  it  ;  who  keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting  it,  and 
keepeth  his  hand  from  doing  any  evil."  Again  we  aver 
that  work  may  be  done  during  that  now  evangelistic 
appointment  —  but  only  such  as  is  stamped  with  the  stern 
ness  of  necessity,  or  is  soft  with  the  meltings  of  mercy. 
So  that  far  as  a  burden,  far  as  a  beggarly  element,  we  are 
relieved  from  the  Sabbath  —  far  as  a  boon  and  a  blessing, 
a  season  for  holy  convenings,  it  has  not  been  recalled. 


But,  holding  these  views,  for  which  some  new 
reasons  have  been  given  here,  we  are  again  charged  with 
profanation  by  the  profane,  for  having  changed  the  day. 
We  are  asked  where  is  our  warrant  for  this  ;  and  the  Jew 
and  the  modern  unbeliever  are  both  at  one  against  us. 
And  this  we  do  not  wonder  at,  since  their  common  aim  is 
to  insult  and  blaspheme  that  holy  name  by  which  we  are 
called  —  to  dishonour  the  Lord  of  glory.  So  that  what 
ever  tends  to  exalt  Him  evokes  their  most  dire  indignation. 
Brief  space  have  we  left  for  answering  this  last  interroga 
tory;  but  brief  as  it  is,  let  us  use  it.  If  we  only  preserve 
the  essence  or  spirit  of  the  Sabbath  as  a  season  of  sacred 
communing,  as  also  of  secular  repose,  the  precise  period 
selected  must  be  of  minor  moment.  Jehovah  made 
choice  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  week.  True  ;  but  it  was 
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not  this  as  numerical  He  blessed — it  was  the  Sabbath, 
the  holy  rest  He  took  after  His  work  was  finished.     Had 
He  thus  baptised  the  seventh,  and  none  other,  without 
justification  had  been  the  church  for  her  long-made  trans 
position.     So  that  such  an  alteration  may  take  place,  and 
yet  the  intent  of  the  ordinance  be  amply  met  and  pre 
served.    That  this  is  so  in  the  eye,  the  mind,  the  memory 
of  every  observer  of  it,  none  may  attempt  to  deny.     The 
institution  is  kept,  although   the  original  time  of  it  is 
changed.    Besides,  by  such  a  change,  we  cannot  dishonour 
God — we  who  hold  that  Christ  is  His  equal,  if  we  do  it  to 
magnify  Him.     Neither  can  we  throw  discredit  on  His 
creative  work — we  who  hold  that  the  second  creation  is 
that  for  which  the  first  was  made,  and  that  the  last  far 
exceeds  the  former  work  in  gloriousness.      Nay,  by  such 
a  combination  of  associations  the  effect  of  the  whole  is 
heightened,  and  the  visible  proofs  of  might  become  all  the 
more  magnificent,  when  mingled  with  the  tokens  of  mercy. 
Nor  is  there  any  such  chasm  dug  out,  neither  such  violence 
offered  to  the  primitive  day,  as  to  shock  the  most  sensible, 
or  put  the  sensitive  on  trial  to  maintain  it.     After  all,  it 
is  but  a  few  hours  which  constitute  the  disjunction — the 
night  of  the  first  day  ushering  in  the  dawn  of  the  second. 
The  last,  as  it  were,  gives  birth  to  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
on  the  which  day  Christ  arose,  and  that  very  early  in  the 
morning.     So  that  it  is  more  like  a  continuation  than  a 
change,  one  link  being  able  to  join  them.     And  summon 
ing  to  mind  what  then  astonished  the  world,  along  with 
that  which  tuned  the  song  of  the  sons  of  God,  we  only 
bring  the  rays  of  His  attributes  into  one  glowing  focus, 
and  so  meet  we  the   illustrious  design  of  Him   "who 
created  all  things  by  Jesus  Christ  to  the  intent  that  now" 
that  is,  on  the  advent  of  the  new  dispensation,  "  unto 
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principalities  and  powers  might  be  known  by  the  church 
the  manifold  wisdom  of  God" — manifold,  you  must  note, 
as  combining  creation  and  providence  in  closest  associate- 
ship  with  redemption. 

Now,  and  to  prepare  for  this,  as  to  warrant  it — to 
commemorate  by  one  memorial  what  is  destined  to  be 
celebrated  over  the  plains  of  earth,  and  prolonged  in 
heavenly  places — did  Isaiah  foretell  it  thus,  that  "  when 
the  Lord  shall  create  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  then 
shall  be  the  people's  rejoicing/'  Augurative  of  this  sacred 
fusion  of  two  great  works  into  one  living  memory,  did 
David  speak  of  the  gates  of  righteousness  being  opened; 
but  not  till  the  Stone  despised  by  the  builders  had  become 
the  head  of  the  corner,  or  not  until  Christ  had  emerged 
from  the  tomb.  Yea,  and  corroborative  of  this  predicted 
arrangement,  after  He  had  actually  led  captivity  captive, 
our  Lord  himself  first  re-appeared  on  the  morn  of  that 
blissful  day.  And  as  if  to  confirm  and  deepen  such  im 
pression  on  the  minds  of  believers,  did  He  once  more 
show  himself  on  its  recurrence  to  the  adoring  disciples. 
Furthermore,  have  we  not  another  such  radiant  index, 
pointing  to  the  same  change  in  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  when  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  fully  come  ?  Yes, 
in  this  as  in  lines  of  fire,  or  as  with  cloven  tongues,  or  as 
with  a  mighty  rushing  wind,  have  we  the  first  day  of  the 
week  inscribed  and  described,  thenceforth  to  embrace  the 
Sabbath.  Neither  were  inspired  men  unmindful  of  these 
heavenly  warnings.  No,  but  Jews  .  as  they  were,  they 
magnified  their  own  memorials  by  statedly  assembling 
on  what  they  designated  the  LordVday,  thereby  acknow 
ledging  Him,  and  serving  Him,  and  praising  Him  in 
accordance  to  the  lofty  claims  He  had  preferred  to  rule 
this  sacred  festival.  Nor  has  there  dawned,  nor  risen, 
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nor  set  one  era  of  time  since  then,  in  which  this  practice 
has  not  been  followed  by  Christians  of  every  clime. 

If,  then,  wrong  it  be  to  merge  the  celebration  of  the 
earth  and  the  heavens  being  finished  with  the  completion 
of  man's  salvation — if  wrong  it  be  to  merge  high  power 
with  compassion — if  wrong  it  be  thus  to  honour  the  Son's 
work,  as  we  honour  the  Father's — Divine  indications  and 
apostolic  example  have  undoubtedly  led  us  astray.  But 
verily  by  these  would  we  rather  be  led,  than  misled  by 
all  that  godless  men  may  deem  or  uphold  to  be  right. 
And  this  is  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter,  if  the 
Sabbath  has  not  been  discontinued  by  any  order  from 
heaven — if  it  yet  has  its  Lord  in  our  Saviour — then  are 
we  bound  to  remember  it.  If  it  has  been  modified  so  as 
to  become  of  universal  utility  and  observance,  by  every 
adherent  to  the  great  Christian  cause,  then  not  are  we 
bound  to  observe  it  as  it  was  of  old  time  in  the  land  of 
Canaan.  And  if  Christ  and  the  Spirit  induced  the 
apostles  and  primitive  fathers  to  postpone  the  solemnity 
till  the  old  week  was  ended  like  the  ancient  economy,  and 
the  new  one  was  ushered  into  being  like  that  better  cove 
nant  it  was  destined  in  all  the  future  to  commemorate — 
if  these  things  were  so,  full  presumptuous  would  we  be 
were  we  not  to  follow  their  example,  by  selecting  and 
by  hallowing  our  blessed  Kedeemer's  Sabbath.  How  this 
is  to  be  done,  with  the  results  of  keeping  it  holy,  will  con 
stitute  materials  for  two  forthcoming  Lectures.  Mean 
while,  let  us  rejoice  in  the  maintaining  of  such  a  season, 
as  the  greatest  boon  and  blessing  which  a  great  and 
gracious  God  hath  conferred  on  the  church  and  the  world. 
And  may  these  remarks  long  tend  to  our  instruction  in 
righteousness  through  Jesus  Christ !  Amen. 


(KwadmenJ  t\t 

tianiintii. 
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SANCTIFY,  O  God,  our  knowledge  of  Divine  truth,  and  sanctify  our 
memories  to  recall  it.  May  we  think  of  Thee  as  Creator,  Preserver, 
Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier,  on  Thy  holy  day.  For  us  may  the  heavens 
declare  Thy  glory,  and  the  firmament  show  forth  Thy  handiwork.  For  us 
may  the  plan  of  salvation  body  forth  Thy  might,  Thy  wisdom,  and  Thy 
mercy.  On  each  returning  Sabbath  may  we  meditate  on  Christ's  resurrec 
tion  as  the  Son  of  God  with  power.  Beholding  the  place  where  the  Lord 
lay,  may  we  then  greatly  rejoice  over  His  work  as  finished,  His  intercession 
as  prevailing,  His  headship  as  supreme,  and  His  grace  as  omnipotent  to  save. 
From  His  triumph  over  death,  convince  us,  O  Father,  that  His  people  will 
rise  again,  and  that  as  He  lives,  they  shall  live  also.  May  we  be  among 
those  who  love  His  second  appearing  to  change  our  vile  bodies,  and  fashion 
them  like  to  His  own.  Under  these  impressions,  may  we  bow  down  before 
Thee  in  the  assembly  of  Thy  saints,  and  feel  that  one  day  spent  in  Thy 
courts  is  better  than  a  thousand.  In  all  our  devotions,  then,  may  we  honour 
Thy  Son  as  Lord  even  of  the  Sabbath.  Grant  that  the  Spirit,  who  descended 
when  the  clay  of  Pentecost  had  fully  come,  may  savingly  teach  us,  and  replenish 
our  souls  with  His  graces,  so  that  we  may  worship  reverently  toward  Thy 
holy  temple,  when  the  people  are  gathered  together,  and  the  kingdoms,  to 
serve  the  Lord.  And  to  Thee,  O  adorable  Godhead !  shall  be  the  praise  and 
the  glory,  world  without  end.  Amen. 


PSALM  xxvii. 

1 .  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation  ;  whom  shall  I  fear  ?  the  Lord 
is  the  strength  of  my  life  ;  of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid  ? 

2.  When  the  wicked,  even  mine  enemies  and  my  foes,  came  upon  me  to 
eat  up  my  flesh,  they  stumbled  and  fell. 

3.  Though  an  host  should  encamp  against  me,  my  heart  shall  not  fear: 
though  war  should  rise  against  me,  in  this  will  I  be  confident. 

4.  One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after;  that  I 
may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  His  temple. 
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5.  For  in  the  time  of  trouble  Tie  shall  hide  me  in  His  pavilion  :  in  the 
secret  of  His  tabernacle  shall  He  hide  me ;  He  shall  set  me  up  upon  a  rock. 

6.  And  now  shall  mine  head  be  lifted  up  above  mine  enemies  round  about 
me :  therefore  will  I  offer  in  His  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy  ;  I  will  sing,  yea, 
I  will  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord. 

7.  Hear,  O  Lord,  when  I  cry  with  my  voice :  have  mercy  also  upon  me, 
and  answer  me. 

8.  When  thou  saidst,  Seek  ye  my  face ;  my  heart  said  unto  Thee,  Thy  face, 
Lord,  will  I  seek. 

9.  Hide  not  Thy  face  far  from  me ;  put  not  Thy  servant  away  in  anger : 
Thou  hast  been  my  help ;  leave  me  not,  neither  forsake  me,  O  God  of  my 
salvation. 

10.  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forsake  me,  then  the  Lord  will  take 
me  up. 

11.  Teach  me  Thy  way,  O  Lord,  and  lead  me  in  a  plain  path,  because  of 
mine  enemies. 

12.  Deliver  me  not  over  unto  the  will  of  mine  enemies :  for  false  witnesses 
are  risen  up  against  me,  and  such  as  breathe  out  cruelty. 

13.  I  had  fainted,  unless  I  had  believed  to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in 
the  land  of  the  living. 

14.  Wait  on  the  Lord  ;  be  of  good  courage,  and  He  shall  strengthen  thine 
heart :  wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord. 


Caittidc. 

PSALM  cxxii.  1-6. 

I  JOY'D  when  to  the  house  of  God,  To  Israel's  testimony,  there 

Go  up,  they  said  to  me.  To  God's  name  thanks  to  pay. 

Jerusalem,  within  thy  gates  For  thrones  of  judgment,  ev'n  the 

Our  feet  shall  standing  be.  thrones 

Jerus'lem,  as  a  city,  is  Of  David's  house,  there  stay. 

Compactly  built  together :  Pray  that  Jerusalem  may  have 

Unto  that  place  the  tribes  go  up,  Peace  and  felicity : 

The  tribes  of  God  go  thither :  Let  them  that  love  thee  and  thy  peace 

Have  still  prosperity. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  8-11. 

"  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,  .  .  .  Remember  the  Sabbath- 
day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labour,  and  do  all  thy  work:  but  the 
seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God:  in  ft  thou  shalt  not  do  any 
work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-servant,  nor  thy  maid 
servant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates:  for  in  six 
days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and 
rested  the  seventh  day:  wherefore  the  Lord  blessed  the  Sabbath-day,  and 
hallowed  it." 

BRETHREN, — In  every  age  of  the.  church  has  Satan 
appeared  with  his  emissaries,  to  contract,  or  to  weaken,  or 
to  disturb  the  reign  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  This  he  >has 
done,  not  only  at  sundry  times,  but  also  in  divers  man 
ners.  At  one  time  he  is  found  to  blind  and  pervert  the 
judgment,  so  that  so  and  doctrine  cannot  be  borne.  At 
another  he  makes  his  assaults  on  some  law  or  mandate 
of  the  Almighty — teaching  for  doctrines  the  meagre 
commandments  of  men.  At  all  times  he  is  striving  to 
wrest  the  inspired  word  from  its  plainest  meaning,  thus 
seeking  to  deceive,  that  thereafter  he  may  accuse  the 
brethren.  To  such  diabolic  endeavours  are  we  to  trace 
the  heterodoxy  of  many  a  creed,  with  the  nonconformity 
to  God's  will  of  many  an  authorised  practice.  In  these 
respects,  how  long  time,  and  how  widely  and  how  lamen 
tably  has  the  god  of  this  world  blinded  the  eyes  of  men, 
lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  should  shine  unto 
them !  Ay,  and  the  more  firmly  and  fatally  to  bind  them 
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to  such  errors,  how  craftily  has  he  masked  his  intention 
under  the  guise  of  an  angel  of  light !  Neither  is  there  one 
point  of  attack  around  which  the  enemy  of  souls  has 
recently  mustered  his  ingenuities  with  greater  zeal  than 
that  of  the  Sabbatical  appointment.  To  subvert  it  alto 
gether,  or  to  weaken  its  sanctions  and  contaminate  its 
sanctities,  has  he  been  appealing  to  every  impulse  of 
human  selfishness  and  carnality.  Laboured  has  he  to 
prove  that  it  is  nothing  but  a  transient  ceremonial, 
destined  with  Judaism  to  depart.  Draperied  has  he  its 
observance  with  'the  sackcloth  of  austerity,  or  stigmatised 
it  as  bigotry  and  gloom.  Ofttimes  has  he  here  forged 
the  signature  of  Jesus,  and  set  his  own  mark  as  his  seal; 
and  all  that  the  consciences  of  the  more  compliant  than 
faithful,  the  more  fickle  than  firm,  be  detached  from  that 
day  of  rest.  Ah!  and  looking  at  the  aspect  of  Chris 
tendom  in  regard  to  this  Divine  enactment — at  the 
laxity  so  prevalent,  at  the  insults  so  often  heaped  on 
it,  at  the  unblushing  desecration  which  prevails — we 
see  at  a  glance  how  appallingly  successful  he  has  been, 
see  how  deeply  he  has  insinuated,  and  how  far  he  has 
spread  that  spirit  of  negligence  or  contempt  for  the 
Sabbath  which  now  reigns  in  the  children  of  diso 
bedience.  Enlaurelled  with  such  trophies  from  other 
countries,  is  he  trying  his  hand  in  our  own.  Already  has 
he  striven,  and  yet  he  continues  to  strive,  through 
Popish  superstition  and  infidel  laxity,  first  to  break  down 
its  fences,  and  then  to  admit  the  boar  of  the  wood  to 
defile  and  trample  down  our  once  goodly  heritage.  In 
this  he  has  so  far  progressed  as  to  awaken  our  sorrow, 
and  call  up  our  deeper  apprehensions.  But  in  this  he 
has  so  far  been  met,  in  this  so  quickly  confronted,  in  this 
so  speedily  arrested,  by  argument  and  indignation,  as  to 
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inspirit  the  faithful,    by  God's  grace  and  strength,  to 
resist  him  more  and  more  till  he  turn  and  flee. 

With  this  intent,  in  expositing  the  fourth  command 
ment,  it  behoved  us,  as  we  could,  to  begin  by  exposing  the 
dangerous  heresy  that  God's  holy  rest  had  ceased  to  chal 
lenge  our  veneration.  Standing  yet  where  it  was  at  the 
completion  of  creation — with  the  church  before  the  flood 
— with  the  believing  patriarchs — and  enframed  on  Sinai 
— we  endeavoured  to  prove  that  it  never  was  annulled  by 
Divine  authority  in  the  New  Testament  times.  Con 
trariwise,  by  the  affirmations  and  directions  of  Christ, 
we  read  it  as  re-confirmed.  At  the  same  time,  to  silence 
the  gainsayer  as  to  vindicate  the  consistency  of  Chris 
tians  in  their  mode  of  keeping  it,  we  tried  to  prove  how 
Jesus  had  so  wisely  accommodated  its  requirements  to 
His  most  catholic  faith.  By  Him,  as  we  mean,  was  the 
act  so  modified  as  to  strip  it  of  the  ritual  and  the  rigid, 
but  still  so  as  to  preserve  the  pure  spirituality  of  the 
appointment.  And  if  the  sacred  season  has  been  trans 
posed  from  the  dusk  and  decline  of  one  week  to  the 
dawn  and  first  day  of  another,  it  is  only  that  creation  be 
elevated  by  an  associateship  with  redemption — only  that 
the  Son  and  His  sufferings  be  honoured,  even  as  we  do 
the  Father  ancT  His  wondrous  works.  And  in  such  a 
course  we  only  follow  the  footsteps  of  those  holy  men 
whom  the  Spirit  inspired,  and  on  whom  He  descended, 
and  with  whom  abode  on  that  same  day  of  the  Lord. 
Convinced  by  all  this  in  our  own  minds,  we  hearken  to 
this  commandment  with  the  same  obediential  veneration 
as  Adam  did  erst  in  Eden,  or  as  those  who  first  heard  it 
resounding  from  the  summits  of  Sinai;  and  our  prayer  is, 
that  we  all  not  only  remember  it,  but  also  keep  it  holy. 
And  it  will  aid  us  in  doing  so,  if  we  regard  it — 
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I.  As  a  season  of  commemoration  and  anticipation  ; 

II.  As  a  season  of  self-dedication  ;  and 

III.  As  a  season  for  worship. 

And  again  we  beseecli  that  the  Lord  will  pardon  our 
national  and  personal  violations  of  this  statute,  and  that 
grace  may  be  ours  henceforth  and  for  aye  to  keep  it. 


,  We  say  the  Sabbath  is  a  season  set  apart  for 
the  commemoration  of  past  events  in  the  church  and 
among  the  people  of  God.  And  it  is  conversant  here  with 
whatever  is  most  important,  whatever  is  most  august, 
whatever  is  most  instructive,  whatever  is  most  affecting, 
whatever  is  greatest  and  best  in  the  annals  of  this  lower 
world.  But  that  such  memorials  fully  engage  the  soul, 
needful  it  is  that  they  leave  aught  beside,  that  every  train 
of  thought,  every  swell  of  feeling  be  dismissed  and  quelled, 
which  may  be  adverse  to,  or  even  unconnected  with  those 
sublimities  it  is  destined  to  celebrate.  Now,  beautifully 
congenial  with  this  frame  of  mind,  as  well  as  to  beget  it, 
we  do  well  to  honour  our  preparation-day  above  that  by 
which  it  is  preceded.  Nor  is  this  but  what  is  practised 
in  regard  to  secular  concernments.  If  the  morrow  is  to 
settle  and  complete  some  weighty  transaction,  or  to  usher 
us  into  some  noble  presence,  or  to  bring  us  unwonted 
gladness,  or  call  to  the  performance  of  some  heart-stirring 
duty,  or  to  the  visiting  of  some  attractive  scenes,  we  think 
on  these  long  ere  the  sun  has  risen  whose  beams  are  to 
lighten  our  path.  Now,  suppose  the  day  to  be  closed, 
and  the  week  about  to  expire,  and  that  the  deep-toned 
midnight  stroke  will  sound  the  infant  Sabbath.  Then, 
yes,  then,  before  sleep  is  given  to  the  eyes  or  slumber  to 
the  eye-lids,  let  the  spirits  of  you  be  suffused  with  tints 
and  hues  taken  from  the  coming  tranquillity  —  then,  as  from 
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some  Pisgah  eminence,  look  out  on  the  landscape  before 
you.     Nor  will  your  slumbers  partake  the  less,  but  all  the 
more  of  the  sleep  given  by  God  to  His  beloved  ones, 
should  your  dreams  be  of  rest  and  peace,  be  of  life  and 
heaven !     Nor  will  your  repose  at  grey  morn  be  broken 
should  the  soft  wing  of  some  kindred  spirit  flutter  around 
your  couch,  some  being  of  angelic  solicitude  coming  to 
minister  purest  thoughts  to  your  hearts !     0  !  and  as  the 
sacred  morning  begins  and  advances,  so  must  your  remem 
bering  of  it  be  as  its  own  shining  light,  shining  from 
the  hemisphere  of  your  bosoms  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day.     What  is  grovelling,  or  selfish,  or  secular,  is 
now  to  be  dismissed,  with  the  darkness  ;   and  on  your 
mental  cognition  must  arise  the  splendours,  the  magnifi 
cence  of  creation.    Profoundly  as  well  as  piously  are  those 
works  to  be  now  thought  upon  which  gender  such  admira 
tion,  as  the  sun  of  the  Sabbath  goeth  forth  in  his  might 
Wide  away  with  the  sweep  and  compass  of  the  universe 
are  our  memories  to  be  carried,  and  with  it  to  be  charged, 
till  we  reach  the  throne  of  Him  who  hath  it  prepared  in 
heaven.     As  the  gorgeous  imprintment  of  His  handiwork, 
are  we  to  dwell  on  the  firmament,  as  the  great  lights 
there  "  are  sought  out  of  all  them  that  have  pleasure 
therein."     The   structure  of  the  earth,  and  the  inhabi 
tants  of  the  earth,  and  the  furniture  of  the  earth — so 
ample,  so  varied,  and  yet  so  harmonious  withal — these  are 
to  engage  the  enrapt  Sabbatarian,  till  with  the  inspired 
poet  he  exclaim,  "0  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works! 
in  wisdom  hast  Thou  made  them  all ;  the  earth  is  fall  of 
Thy  goodness."     Ay,  and  these  recognised  in  ceaseless 
relation  to  their  Maker — these  seen  as  called  forth  by  the 
word  of  His  power,  as  regulated  by  His  will,  and  as  con 
sisting  by  -His  Divine  Son — yea,  and  as  crowned  by  His 
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melting  munificence — these  on  the  great  weekly  festival 
are  to  testify  to  reason  and  conscience  alike,  the  eternal 
power  and  Godhead.  Eealising  such  an  outgoing  of 
attribute  as  this  is,  and  while  standing  in  the  centre  of 
its  luminousness,  as  the  woman  of  Eevelation  clothed 
with  the  sun,  do  we  cast  down  the  crowns  of  our  pride, 
and  with  the  four  and  twenty  elders  exclaim,  "Thou 
art  worthy,  0  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  and 
power;  for  Thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  Thy 
pleasure  they  are  and  were  created."  Yes,  as  His  high 
priests  in  such  a  temple  are  we  called  on,  in  hallowing 
the  Sabbath,  to  honour  and  praise  Him — thus  singing  in 
chorus  with  the  morning  stars,  or  with  the  sons  of  God, 
as  they  did  then,  thus  shouting  aloud  for  joy.  It  was 
for  this  very  end,  in  sooth,  that  such  manifestations  of 
creative  energy  appeared.  It  was  for  this  they  were  to 
be  noted  and  known  by  men  of  every  age,  by  the  people 
of  every  clime.  And  this  that  they  might  do — without 
distraction,  and  with  all  of  solemnity  to  boot — did  Jehovah 
himself  thus  enjoin,  "Kemember  the  Sabbath-day — because 
in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea, 
and  all  that  in  them  is :  wherefore  He  blessed  and  hal 
lowed  it." 

In  enumerating  the  subjects  of  sanctified  recollections 
which  this  ordinance  was  given  to  awaken,  never  are  we 
to  forget  that  we  are  sinners.  Well  enough  is  it  for 
angels  and  morning  stars  to  hail  Jehovah  in  His  creative 
will — well  enough  was  it  for  Adam  to  lay  his  thank-offer 
ing  on  the  altar  of  his  innocence,  and  sing  of  such  a  theme. 
But  sadly  and  sorely  has  the  case  with  us  been  changed. 
God  we  can  find  as  waiting  to  be  worshipped,  but  only 
in  Christ  His  Son — God  we  can  approach,  but  only 
through  His  mediation — God  we  can  supplicate,  but  only 
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in  His  name.     So  that  were  creation  alone  all  that  could 
be  recalled,  we  had  stood  mute  and  condemned  in  the 
light  of  its  beautiful  countenance.     The  more  lofty  it— 
ah!  the  more  low  had  been  we.     The  more  radiant  it — 
ah!  the  more  dim  had  been  we.     The  more  pure  it — ah! 
the  more  polluted  had  been  we.     Though  the  Lord  is  our 
Creator  and  Preserver,  still  our  orisons  had  been  rejected 
so  long  as  we  poor  sinners  could  not  realise  Him,  even  as 
the  God  of  grace.     Then  the  Sabbath  might  have  sad 
dened,  but  it  could  never  have  cheered  us — it  might  have 
convinced  of  sin,  but  it  never  had  brought  us  righteousness 
— it  might  have  deepened  despair,  but  hope  it  could  never 
awaken.     So  that,  as  a  memorial-season,  if  we  would  that 
it  enlighten,  and  teach,  and  comfort  us,  must  we  adopt  it 
and  improve  it  as  re-enacted,  not  annulled — to  uphold  the 
second  as  well  as  the  first  creation — to  bring  forth  the 
gospel  as  well  as  the  law — Calvary,  with  its  morning  star, 
as  well  as  Horeb  with  its  lightning  flash.     Yes,  ours  is 
now  the  Christian,  as  the  ancient  people  enjoyed  their 
Jewish  Sabbath — ours  the  day  to  be  remembered  as  corro 
borating  our  faith,  as  theirs  brought  back  the  ratification 
of  a  nation's  compact.    As  such,  and  when  thus  employed, 
there  spring  up  on  the  verge  of  thought  brighter  lustres 
by  far  than   ever  Moses  beheld  ;  and  while   his   spirit 
cjuailed,  ours  are  enriched  with  subjects  and  scenes  like  so 
many  rainbows  for  beauty,  each  of  them  in  sight  like  an. 
emerald.    Fair  was  the  first  light,  but  the  last  is  fairer — fail- 
were  the  old  heavens,  but  the  new  are  fairer — good  was  the 
old  earth,  but  the  new  is  better.    And  these,  as  indicating 
His  kingdom  and  glory — these  to  accept  and  applaud,  have 
we  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  erst  they  had  of 
Jehovah.     0 !  and  not  to  exclude,  but  to  introduce — not 
to   minish,  but   to  magnify  the  work,  are   we   now  to 
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append  the  Word — not  to  dishonour,  but  to  glorify  the 
Father.  Into  the  deepest  of  our  mental  recesses  are  we  to 
admit  the  Son,  that  both  may  come  unto  us,  and  with  us 
take  up  their  abode.  Is  it  so,  in  sooth,  that  Christ  was 
born,  that  He  lived,  and  taught,  and  died — to  direct,  to 
instruct,  and  to  save  you  sinners'?  Then  this  period, 
which  we  uphold  to  be  sacred,  is  that  in  the  which  to  recall 
Him,  to  progress  through  its  duties  always  in  remem 
brance  of  Him.  Is  it  so  that  He  was  laid  in  a  sepulchre, 
but  that  the  grave  could  not  retain  Him'?  Then  this  is 
the  day  that  invites  us  to  revisit  His  tomb — to  come  and 
see  the  place  where  lay  the  Lord  of  glory.  Is  it  so  that 
emerging  therefrom  He  once  for  all  led  captivity  captive, 
and  returned  with  the  spoils  of  the  foe  \  Then  the  season 
is  this  to  commemorate  His  glorious  triumph.  Is  it  so 
that  He  rose  as  He  said,  and  that  though  once  dead,  He 
is  alive  for  evermore'?  Then  this  is  the  day  to  awaken 
the  echoes  of  the  church  and  overpower  the  reverbera 
tions  of  the  world,  with  these  bliss-bearing  sounds,  "  The 
Lord  is  risen  indeed!"  Neither  in  these  hallowed  remi 
niscences  can  we  forget  Thee,  0  Holy  Spirit.  On  the  day 
of  the  week  Christ  arose,  then  didst  Thou  descend,  with 
Thy  soft  and  sanctifying  wing,  like  dew  upon  Hermon. 
Thee  we  now  shall  hail,  Thee  we  now  shall  bless,  for  all 
Thy  precious  gifts,  all  Thy  beauteous  graces.  Thee  we 
shall  now  invoke  to  come  to  us,  soft  as  the  summer  wind 
— to  enter  our  hearts — to  dwell  with  us — and,  by  conse 
crating  us  thoroughly  to  the  duties  of  this  day,  to  make 
our  bodies  Thy  temple! 

But  from  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  as  the  main  pillar 
of  our  creed,  summoned  to  view  on  the  Sabbath,  we 
may  not  disjoin  the  doctrines  which  cluster  around  it. 
From  this,  the  foundation,  we  may  not  separate  the 
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superstructure,  or  with  this  which  gives  it  validity  we 
must  embrace  the  plan.      And  here   it   is   seemly  and 
seasonal  that  the  antecedent  design  of  Christ's  sufferings 
should  be  pondered  with  all  of  mental  profundity.     Now 
is  it  we  are  invited  to  look  on  Him  who  was  pierced, 
and  to  mourn — now  to  know  how  that  for  sin,  my  sin, 
your  sin,  the  sin  of  the  whole  world,  He  suffered.     And 
now,  too,  are  we  gratefully  to   remember   the  priceless 
blessings  purchased  by  His  precious  blood.     To  this  grand 
fact,  with  its  doctrine,  are  our  thoughts  of  redemption  to 
converge.     In  our  weekly  additions  to  the  fabric  of  our 
sacred  knowledge  this  must  ever  stand  out  as  the  chief 
stone  of  the  corner.     Or  in  re-kindling  thus  our  spiritual 
firmament  this  is  its  central  luminary,  that  great  light 
around  which  the  planets  of  brightest  truth  revolve.     Ay, 
and  by  such  recollections,  and  such  an  observance  as  this 
of  the  Divine  ordination,  do  we  in  our  generation,  as  did 
the  apostles  in  theirs,  do  we  give  witness  to  the  resur 
rection  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  that  with  greatest  power. 
Neither  is  there  one  discovery  thereby  made,  either  in 
reference  to  God  or  ourselves,  that  does  not  now  appear 
in  its  luminousness  from   out    these    deep    meditations. 
Neither  is  there  a  gleam  emerging  from  His  grave,  as 
lightning  from  some  sable  cloud,  that  does  not  flash  out 
to  irradiate  our  souls  in  our  mental  wanderings  round 
the  slopes  of  Calvary.     If  Christ  is  risen,  then,  are  we 
reminded  that  His  work  has  been  finished,  that  His  medi 
ation  is  complete.     If  Christ  is  risen  indeed,  then  are 
we  reminded  that  it  was  not  in  an  isolated  solitariness, 
but  as  the  first-fruits  of  them  that  slept,  as  of  them  who 
should  sleep  after  Him  ;  and  so  we  learn  the  while  that 
they  who  are  His   shall  afterwards  rise  at  His  coming. 
And  if  Christ  walked  forth  to  a  new  and  never-ending 
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vitality,  then  are  we  taught  to  regard  Him  not  only  as 
the  resurrection  but  the  life — as  Him  who  came  to  bestow 
it  more  abundantly.  Now,  verily,  if  not  spiritually  dead, 
conversant  with  themes  of  such  awful  solemnity  and 
grandeur,  on  every  recurrence  of  that  season  which  first 
made  them  known  to  the  world,  prompted,  impelled  shall 
we  be  to  seek  those  things  which  are  above,  where  Christ 
sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  0 !  and  as  comme 
morative  of  all  this,  is  it  too  much,  or  can  it  ever  be  wrong 
to  celebrate  the  praises  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  for  His 
having  thus  visited  and  redeemed  His  people,  and  raised 
up  a  horn  of  salvation  for  us  in  the  house  of  His  servant 
David  ? 

But,  brethren,  Christ's  resurrection,  as  augurative 
and  confirmatory  of  our  own,  cannot  be  recalled  without 
at  the  same  time  leading  us  to  look  forward  to  what 
shall  eventuate  after  we  have  been  raised,  and  our  two 
fold  natures  restored.  So  that  while  recalling  the  past  of 
our  faith,  the  Sabbath  leads  us  also  to  anticipate  things 
not  seen  as  yet.  While  with  the  step  of  a  firm  assurance 
we  follow  Christ  to  His  glory,  the  wing  of  hope  unfolds 
itself,  and  bears  us  to  the  whither  He  has  gone  to  prepare 
a  place  for  His  people.  As  we  may  not  leave  Christ,  and 
as  He  will  not  leave  us,  we  must  journey  together;  and 
He  will  conduct  us  to  the  mansions  of  peace.  Yes,  while 
standing  on  Olivet  mount,  gazing  up  into  heaven  after 
our  ascended  Saviour,  do  we  dwell  on  the  restitution  of 
all  things,  and  to  our  enraptured  sight  the  glorified  church, 
even  the  new  Jerusalem,  is  seen  to  descend  among  men. 
Realise  we,  then,  the  time  when  brethren  now  scattered 
abroad  shall  be  gathered  into  one,  when  all  sections  of  the 
holy  household  shall  meet  and  be  merged  into  one  in  the 
general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first-born.  From 
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turmoil  and  exposure  as  now,  the  anticipations  evoked  by 
the  Sabbath  bring  along  with  them  those  "  peaceful  habi 
tations,"  those  "sure  abodes,"  those  "quiet  resting-places" 
iii  which  the  wicked  shall  cease  from  troubling,  and  the 
weary  shall  be  at  rest.     From  garments  now  partially 
besullied,  we  think  on  robes  of  whiteness — from  the  thorns 
of  perplexity,  we  think  on  the  bowers  of  peace.     From 
this  our   tearful   childhood,   we  think   of   our   spiritual 
maturity,  when  we  shall  weep  no  more,  but  be  enmantled 
with  smiles.     From  what  we  now  are,  how  natural  to  look 
forward  to  what  we  hereafter  shall  be!    and  from  the 
subject  of  our  Lord's  exaltation,  how  readily  do  we  pass  to 
our  own,  when  we  shall  be  glorified  together  with  Him — 
when,  from  an  indistinct  and  partial  acquaintanceship,  we 
shall  know  even  as  we  also  are  known !    0 !  it  is  then  we  feel 
what  heaven  is,  and  we  all  but  hear  its  songs ;  while  con 
templating  its  sparkling  regions,  and  seeing  thus  through 
the  vista  our  Father's  house  in  the  distance,  we  long  and 
hope  to  be  there.     Yes,  of  all  such  dignity  and  tranquillity 
the  Sabbath  is  the  pledge  and  the  foretaste,  and  we  only 
implement   its    demands   when    in    the   first-fruits   we 
augurate  the  full  harvest,  when  by  the  infant  stream  we 
reach  the  rolling  river,  when  in  the  pale  and  purpling 
dawn  we  mark  the  incipiency  of  the  risen  day.     Is  it 
not  of  this  in  such  hallowed  imaginings  that  Jehovah 
hath  said,  This  is  my  rest  for  ever  ?     Is  it  not  because  of 
these  sacred  sufferings  that  it  was  foretold  of  the  Messiah 
that  His  rest  should  be  glorious  ?     And  is  it  not  by 
taking    the    enjoyment    of   it,   and    basking   under    its 
sunshine  that  our  souls  are  preparing  for  that  rest — un 
disturbed  and  eternal — which  remains  for  the  people  of 
God  \     Yes,  carrying  us  above  the  world  so  far,  it  enables 
us  to  look  yet  farther,  and  from   out    the  clouds  now 
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thinned  away,  if  not  dispersed,  we  see  something  more 
than  the  shadow  of  those  new  heavens  and  that  new 
earth,  witerein  dwelleth  righteousness. 


But  if  such  are  our  inward  contemplations, 
what  season  more  appropriate  can  be  for  self-dedication 
to  God  ?  If  these  are  the  guests  in  our  heart,  what  better 
can  we  do  than  commune  with  them  on  God  and  the 
things  of  eternity  —  what  better  can  we  do  than  devoutly 
ask  Christ  to  come  in  to  sup  with  us,  that  we  may  sup 
with  Him'?  And  mark  it  thus,  0  believer!  in  obeying 
the  fourth  commandment,  that  it  is  not  enough  to  breathe 
a  purer  air  —  not  enough  from  over  the  crags  of  earth  to 
look  out  on  the  promised  land.  Something  more  is  to  be 
done  than  abstract  thinking  —  than  moody  meditation  — 
than  a  cessation  from  all  our  works.  Something  more  is 
involved  in  this  item  of  the  Decalogue  than  simply  musing 
on  God's  handiwork  —  or  than  pondering  His  Word  —  or 
than  ruminating  over  His  ways.  True,  in  all  this  our 
devotions  must  originate  ;  but  beyond  it,  and  from  it, 
there  must  needs  go  out  a  sentiment  and  a  feeling  of 
personal  involvement  in  these  solemn  transactions.  With 
whatever  has  been  bought,  and  whatever  is  offered,  an 
earnest  and  retaining  appropriation  must  be  made  by  the 
inner  man  of  the  heart.  God  is  to  be  recalled,  not  only 
as  He  is  in  himself,  but  as  He  is  to  us  —  and  not  merely 
this  either,  but  as  we  are  to  Him.  The  band  which  He 
has  woven  between  the  soul  and  its  Maker  must  be  per 
ceived  and  felt  throughout  the  deepest  workings,  so  that 
with  David,  the  rightful  observer  of  the  Sabbath  may 
ever  and  anon  declare,  not  only,  "  Thou  art  God  alone/' 
but  "Thou  art  my  God  ;"  not  only,  "King  of  all  the  earth/' 
but  "  Thou  art  my  King  :  Thee  alone  will  I  bless."  Not 
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enough  is  it,  we  say,  to  gaze  on  the  plan  of  redemption 
with  mute  amazement,  as  intended  for  others  ;  but  we 
must  inspect  it,  and  adopt  it,  and  meet  it  as  having  been 
specially  framed  for  each  one  of  ourselves,  irrespective  of 
all  mankind.  While  we  read  it  as  a  remedial  scheme, 
ourselves  are  we  to  regard  as  the  diseased.  While  told 
that  its  repentance  is  for  sinners,  as  such  it  behoves  us  to 
pray  for  it — or  that  its  guidance  and  guardianship  are 
for  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel — then  it  behoves 
us  to  court  it  as  those  who  have  wandered  from  the  Good 
Shepherd,  who  laid  down  His  life  for  His  sheep.  On  His 
own  self-challenged  day,  Jesus  re-appears  with  His 
wounds,  then  each  for  himself  re-echoes  the  language  of 
Thomas,  "my  Lord,  and  my  God!"  Or,  hearkening  to 
the  propounding  of  His  sayings,  or  brought  into  converse 
with  His  doings,  with  Simon  we  are  induced  to  answer, 
and  say,  "  Lord  Jesus,  to  whom  shall  we  go  \  Thou  hast 
the  words  of  eternal  life  :  and  we  believe,  and  are  sure 
that  Thou  art  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  So  that 
in  all  the  concerns,  and  throughout  all  the  engagements 
and  enjoyments  of  the  Sabbath,  are  we  to  have  regard  to 
ourselves  individually,  and  even  be  studying  to  apply  its 
love  and  its  lessons  to  our  hearts.  Void  of  this,  no  good 
is  effected,  though  God  be  visibly  glorified  —  void  of 
this,  the  day  He  hath  made  will  be  nothing  but  a  weari 
ness  instead  of  a  pious  excitation,  and  its  most  "lovely 
songs"  will  pass  away  from  the  ear  only  as  a  tale  that  is 
told. 

Still,  referring  to  our  spiritual  employments,  our  most 
secret  sensations,  as  ruled  by  the  enactment  before  us, 
no  sooner  is  this  spark  of  vital  godliness  struck  out  from 
the  attrition  of  thought  than  the  fire  is  kindled ;  and 
while  thus  musing  as  David  did,  we  do  speak  with  our 
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tongues.  What  has  been  advanced  on  the  subjects  of  medi 
tation  and  appropriation  only  lead,  indeed,  as  their  inevi 
table  consequences,  to  a  renewed  dedication  of  soul  and 
body  to  the  Lord.  Wrought  up  to  ardour  by  such  stu 
pendous  doings — such  profluent  provision  for  our  souls 
— the  time  is  this  when  they  will  pant  more  earnestly 
after  God.  Then  is  the  time  for  faith  to  become  more 
trustful,  and  hope  to  become  more  bright.  Then  is  the 
time  we  will  draw  more  closely  to  our  heavenly  Father — 
when  His  mercy  is  melting  us — when  His  condescension 
is  emboldening  us — when  His  promises  are  luring  us  to 
His  presence.  Then  is  the  time  to  swear  the  allegiance- 
oath,  or  then  to  pay  our  vow,  wrhen  thus  impressed 
with  His  sovereignty — thus  with  His  wisdom  and  power. 
Then  is  the  time  we  are  inwardly  moved  to  seek  more 
sedulously  a  Saviour,  and,  with  an  augmenting  confi 
dence,  to  cast  on  Him  our  burden,  even  when  recognising 
Him  as  risen,  and  when  recalling  the  might  of  His  love. 
Ay,  and  not  forgetting  that  then  the  Spirit  came -down 
and  rested  on  the  apostles,  are  we  prompted  by  the 
reflection  to  pray  yet  more  earnestly  that  He  be  sent  "to 
guide  us  into  all  truth/''  And  so  requisite,  so  essential 
are  these  magnifying  emotions,  these  pious  sentiments, 
and  consequent  thereon  this  same  self-dedication,  that 
without  them  we  may  remember  the  Sabbath-day,  but  we 
can  never  keep  it  holy.  We  may  attend  to  the  "  letter"  of 
the  ordinance  "  which  killeth,"  but  are  strangers  the  while 
"to  the  spirit  that  maketh  alive."  Without  these,  you 
externally  honour  what  you  do  not  inwardly  respect ;  and 
though  you  draw  near  to  Jehovah  with  your  lips,  still  are 
your  hearts  far  from  Him.  Forget  not,  then,  that  the 
very  spirit  and  design  of  the  fourth  commandment,  even 
as  modified  by  Jesus,  require  that  the  God,  the  living 
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God,  be  adored  as  yours  —  that  while  you  profess  to  uphold 
the  cross,  your  covenant  be  made  with  Him  who  gives 
it  all  its  radiance,  and  that  while  you  admit  Christ's 
headship  over  all  things,  you  cheerfully  submit  to  it 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  your  conduct.  This, 
ay,  this  is  to  "  hallow"  the  Sabbath  —  this  is  to  make  it 
"honourable"  in  your  esteem  —  this  to  transform  it  truly 
into  the  season  of  your  holiest  "  delight." 


Brethren,  if  the  flames  of  such  ardour  are 
enkindled  within  us,  nothing  is  more  plain  than  that  they 
must  have  emission  ;  and  if  our  interest  be  thus  close  and 
intimate,  so  that  it  cannot  be  nearer,  in  our  Saviour's  say 
ings  and  sufferings,  nothing  is  plainer  than  that  we  must 
display  it  in  worship.  And  if  this  is  to  be  social  and  public, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  one  day  must  be  singled  out, 
and  determined  from  out  all  the  days  of  the  week. 
Without  this,  no  concord  could  be  attained,  and  each 
taking  his  own  season,  would  issue  in  its  total  discontinu 
ance,  and  that  right  speedily.  The  Sabbath,  then,  forms 
an  aperture  through  which  every  religious  sentiment  and 
feeling  meets  a  ready  escape.  No  sooner  do  we  believe  with 
the  heart  unto  righteousness,  than  with  the  lip  the  confes 
sion  is  thus  made  unto  salvation.  Indeed,  we  cannot  read 
as  we  ought,  neither  meditate  —  cannot  feel  as  we  ought, 
neither  be  in  the  spirit,  and  yet  doggedly  keep  silence. 
Realising,  as  we  have  supposed,  the  being  and  attributes 
of  God,  impossible  is  it  for  us  not  to  feel  that  with  speech 
He  should  be  confessed.  Conscious  of  the  gifts  He  has 
conferred,  then,  must  we  utter  our  thanksgivings.  Con 
vinced  of  our  much  sinfulriess,  then,  must  we  make 
supplication,  and  plead  for  pardon  with  trembling.  If 
we  do  traverse  the  fragrant  meads  of  His  mercy,  our 
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praises  will  ascend  in  sweet  memorials  to  heaven.  Having 
tasted  of  the  good  word  of  life,  we  shall  be  eager  to  taste 
it  yet  more ;  and  having  drunk  at  the  wells  of  salvation, 
we  shall  thirst  for  more  plentiful  draughts ;  and  having 
found  one  goodly  pearl,  our  covetousness  will  be  moved 
for  more  of  them.  And  what  are  these  but  the  very  con 
stituents  of  worship  \  what  but  that  visible,  audible, 
truthful  service  which  the  Lord  will  not  despise  1 

To  know  these  varied  outgoings  of  faith  and  affection 
which  the  Sabbath  of  necessity  begets  and  strengthens, 
we  find  them  again  in  searching  the  Scriptures  throughout 
our  entire  obedience  to  it.     Found  are  they,  too,  in  in 
clining  us  to  hear  them  expounded  and  enforced  through 
the   grand   instrumentality   of  preaching.      Ketiring  to 
our  closets,  or  even  yet  on  our  beds  and  still,  they  are 
traceable  in  our  holding  high  communion  and  fellowship 
with  the  Father  and   His  Son,  while  actuated  by  the 
living  Spirit.     Knowing  how  He  hath  set  us  in  families, 
these  manifestations  of  our  Sabbath  observance  will  ap 
pear  in  assembling  our  households,  and  with  them  wor 
shipping  God.     For  our  friends'  and  brethren's  good — for 
the  good  of  Zion  itself — for  the  good  of  our  holy  sym 
pathies — nay,  for  the  good  of  the  world  without — not 
will  we  forsake  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as 
the  manner  of  too  many  is.     But  ever  on  that  holy  day, 
as  we  would  keep  it  holy,  will  we  throng  round  the 
standard  of  our  Captain,  will  we  convene  ourselves  to 
speak  the  praises  of  the  Lord,  to  hallow  His  great  name, 
to  gather  in  arid  be  satisfied  with  the  fatness  of  His  house, 
even  of  His  only.     Nor  will  the  hours  of  dispersion  pass 
by  unimproved,  if  we  talk  to  each  other  of  the  wondrous 
things  of  the  law — if  we  take  sweet  counsel  together,  with 
those  with  whom  in  company  we  went  up  to  the  house  of 
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God.  Nor  will  the  day  of  worship,  public  and  private, 
wane,  void  of  farther  devotions,  or  readings,  or  converse, 
or  prayers,  with  psalms  and  spiritual  songs.  With  these, 
as  it  began,  so  will  it  be  concluded.  And  thus  encircled 
in  piety,  like  an  enhaloed  moon,  will  the  Sabbath  be  re 
membered  as  holy;  and  thus  an  impulse  will  thence  be 
imparted  to  such  daily  devotions  as  are  encouraged,  not 
superseded,  by  this  weekly  return,  of  a  more  lengthened 
as  well  as  a  more  diligent  search  into  the  things  of  God. 

And  deem  it  not,  0  young  man  or  maiden!  too  long 
that,  on  the  concerns  of  eternity,  one  ivlwle  day  should  be 
spent.  Surely  the  subjects  to  be  meditated  on,  the  themes 
to  be  sung  of,  are  neither  too  few  nor  too  unimportant  to 
challenge  your  prolonged  inspection.  Surely  they  have 
sufficient,  and  far  more  than  sufficient  interest,  and 
magnitude,  and  value,  to  attract  and  engage  the  seventh 
part  of  the  space  of  this  brief  existence.  Abraham  could 
not  exhaust  them,  neither  was  the  Psalmist's  harp  ever 
wearied  in  sounding  their  praises,  neither  did  seer's  eye 
ever  wax  dim  while  beholding  them.  Nay,  such  topics 
as  engross  the  thoughts  and  rouse  the  emotions  of  the 
faithful  as  they  sanctify  the  Sabbath,  command  the 
regard  of  the  angels,  who  ever  desire  with  all  of  intent- 
ness  to  look  into  them  ;  and  instead  of  one  in  seven,  were 
all  our  days  devoted  to  these  remembrances,  they  would 
prove  new  every  morning.  Or  let  time  itself,  even  this 
round  world's  duration,  be  given  to  them,  not  could 
they  be  scanned  in  their  heights,  neither  sounded  to  their 
depths,  when  the  judgment-day  had  dawned.  Nay, 
eternity  itself  will  take  up  the  plan  of  redeeming  love, 
which  the  Sabbath  is  continued  to  celebrate,  in  strains 
which  never  will  cease,  and  "too  short"  will  even  this 
prove  "  to  utter  all  its  praise."  This,  then,  let  us  do  and 
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delight  in  as  the  proudest  of  all  commemorations.  If 
Jacob  reared  an  altar  to  witness  that  Jehovah  had 
talked  with  him — if  the  tribes  set  up  twelve  stones  to 
remind  them  of  their  passage  over  Jordan — if  Samuel 
raised  an  Ebenezer  in  celebration  of  his  army's  triumph 
—if  Peter  would  have  three  tabernacles  to  perpetuate 
the  scene  of  our  Saviour's  heavenly  splendour,  then,  verily, 
to  remind  us  of  God's  work  of  power,  and  work  of  mercy, 
well  may  we  select  one  great  and  short-recurring  season, 
and  set  it  up  in  our  memories,  and  before  mankind,  as  a 
huge  pillar  of  stone.  And  if  Israel's  flight  had  its  pass- 
over,  and  Judah's  law  its  feast,  and  Canaan's  fertility  its 
festival — surely,  as  commemorative  of  a  far  more  blessed 
freedom,  of  a  far  more  gracious  ministration,  of  a  far 
more  exuberant  fulness — verily,  we  do  wisely  and  well, 
because  we  obey  our  God,  and  benefit  our  neighbour  and 
ourselves,  when,  as  now  defined,  we  remember  the 
Sabbath-day,  and  when  we  keep  it  holy  as  that  on  which 
Jehovah  rested — on  which  Jesus  arose — on  which  the 
Spirit  came  down  on  the  assembled  apostles.  The 
benefits  and  blessings  of  such  a  reverential  obedience  will 
constitute  the  next  Discourse ;  and  that  what  has  been 
written  may  be  blessed,  we  crave  of  the  Father,  for  the 
sake  of  His  Divine  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


OLORD  our  God,  we  are  again  to  be  engaged  in  considering  Thy  holy 
day.  Again  we  thank  Thee  for  its  establishment,  and  thank  Thee  that 
our  lot  has  been  cast  in  a  land  of  sanctuaries  and  Sabbaths.  O  may  we  show 
this  gratitude  by  improving  these  sacred  privileges !  Never  let  us  forsake  the 
assembling  of  ourselves  together — never  let  us  say  of  Thy  worship,  Behold, 
what  a  weariness!  But  may  we  engage  in  it  as  our  highest  and  daily  delight. 
Help  us,  Lord,  to  search  the  Scriptures,  since  in  them  we  have  eternal  life, 
and  they  testify  of  Jesus  Christ.  Throughout  that  sacred  season  may  we  be 
in  the  Spirit,  praying  without  ceasing,  and  be  ever  praising  Thee.  Grant,  O 
Lord,  that  we  may  obtain  the  benefits  and  prize  the  blessings  of  keeping  this 
great  commandment.  As  a  people,  may  we  know  that  it  exalts  us — as  fami 
lies,  may  we  know  that  it  sanctifies  us— as  individuals,  may  we  feel  that  by 
its  employments  our  souls  are  nourished — that  by  its  enjoyments  our  graces 
are  all  improved.  Attending  to  this,  may  our  national  prosperity  increase, 
and  may  Thy  salvation  dwell  in  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous.  Lord 
Jesus,  we  pray  Thee  to  take  Thy  great  power,  and  subdue  Thine  enemies 
under  Thee.  May  they  be  constrained  to  bow  to  Thine  authority,  as  Lord 
even  of  the  Sabbath-day.  Holy  Spirit,  breathe  upon  these  slain,  that  they 
may  yet  live,  and  stand  up,  an  exceeding  great  army,  to  fight  on  the  side  of 
our  King.  Forgive,  O  Lord,  our  trespasses ;  and  hear  in  heaven  this  prayer, 
for  Jesus'  sake.  Amen. 


tsstsn. 


PSALM  xcii. 
A  Psalm  or  Song  for  the  Sabbath-day. 

1.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  sing  praises 
unto  Thy  name,  O  Most  High : 

2.  To  show  forth  Thy  loving -kindness  in  the  morning,  and  Thy  faithful 
ness  every  jaight, 

3.  Upon  an  instrument  of  ten  strings,  and  upon  the  psaltery;  upon  the 
harp  with  a  solemn  sound. 

4.  For  Thou,  Lord,  hast  made  me  glad  through  Thy  work:  I  will  triumph 
in  the  works  of  Thy  hands. 
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5.  O  Lord,  how  great  are  Thy  works !  and  Thy  thoughts  are  very  deep. 

6.  A  brutish  man  knoweth  not;  neither  doth  a  fool  understand  this. 

7.  When  the  wicked  spring  as  the  grass,  and  when  all  the  workers  of  ini 
quity  do  nourish ;  it  is  that  they  shall  be  destroyed  for  ever : 

8.  But  Thou,  Lord,  art  most  high  for  evermore. 

9.  For,  lo,  Thine  enemies,  O  Lord,  for,  lo,  Thine  enemies  shall  perish ;  all 
the  workers  of  iniquity  shall  be  scattered. 

10.  But  my  horn  shalt  Thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of  an  unicorn :  I  shall  be 
anointed  with  fresh  oil. 

11.  Mine  eye  also  shall  see  my  desire  on  mine  enemies,  and  mine  ears  shall 
hear  my  desire  of  the  wicked  that  rise  up  against  me. 

12.  The  righteous  shall  nourish  like  the  palm-tree :  He  shall  grow  like  a 
cedar  in  Lebanon. 

13.  Those  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  shall  flourish  in  the 
courts  of  our  God. 

14.  They  shall  still  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age;  they  shall  be  fat  and 
flourishing ; 

15.  To  show  that  the  Lord  is  upright;  He  is  my  rock,  and  there  is  no 
unrighteousness  in  Him. 


Caitthk 


PSALM  Ixxxiv.  4-9, 

BLESS'D  are  they  in  Thy  house  that  So  they  from  strength  unwearied  go 

They  ever  give  Thee  praise,  [dwell,  Still  forward  unto  strength, 

Bless'd  is  the  man  whose  strength  Until  in  Zion  they  appear 

Thou  art,  Before  the  Lord  at  length. 

In  whose  heart  are  Thy  ways ;  Lord  God  of  hosts,  my  prayer  hear; 

Who  passing  thorough  Baca's  vale,  O  Jacob's  God,  give  ear. 

Therein  do  dig  up  wells;  See  God  our  shield,  look  on  the  face 

Also  the  rain  that  falleth  clown  Of  thine  anointed  dear. 

The  pools  with  water  fills. 
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Discount. 

ISAIAH  Iviii.  13,  14. 

"Ifthou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,  from  doing  thy  pleasure  on  my 
holy  day;  and  shalt  honour  Him:  then  shall  thou  delight  thyself  in  the  Lord; 
and  I  will  cause  thee  to  ride  on  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee 
with  the  heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father:  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  it" 

BRETHREN, — These  words  of  the  prophetically  inspired 
and  sublimely  poetical  Isaiah,  strongly  corroborate  the 
lasting  obligation  of  the  Sabbath.    Evidently  does  he  here 
single  out  whatever  about  it  is  essential,  and  destined  for 
perpetual  as  well  as  universal  observance.     The  passage 
seems  to  winnow  it  of  what  is  merely  Jewish,  and  to 
leave  the  full  corn  of  what  is  Christian  behind.     It  takes 
off  the  veil,  to  expose  the  lovely  countenance  ;  or  it  ex 
foliates  what  was  carnal,  to  preserve  in  its  sanity  what  is 
purely  spiritual.     No  mention  is  here  of  any  other  sacred 
rite — either  burnt-offering,  peace-offering,  or  priesthood — 
that  in  its  own  undivided  glory  might  gleam  out  the  day 
of  rest.     Neither  is  the  mode  of  attending  to  it  here  pre 
scribed  at  variance  with  what  can  be,  what  has  been  done, 
and  is  yet  doing  under  the  better  covenant ;  but  it  fully 
comports,  as  here  defined,  with  what  ought  to  occupy  our 
hours,  and  engage  our  thoughts  on  its  stated  return,  and 
during  its  reposeful  continuance.     Yes,  and  such  argu 
ment  we  love  to  trace  out,  as  building  the  walls  of  our  Zion. 
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What  is  here  described  is  not  to  be  violated,  nor  any  pro 
priety  here  specified  outraged.  The  day  is  to  be  counted 
always  as  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  in  the  which  He  is  to  be 
honoured.  On  that  day  secular  employment  must  cease 
— "  not  doing  our  own  ways" — on  that  day  no  recreation 
may  be — "  neither  finding  our  own  pleasure."  That  day 
is  the  time  during  which  a  sentinel  is  to  be  placed  at  the 
door  of  our  lips  lest  we  offend  with  our  tongue — "not  speak 
ing  our  own  words" — but  praising  God  by  ourselves,  with 
our  households,  or  in  company  with  the  great  congrega 
tion.  These  directions,  given  by  a  prophet,  might  as 
readily  have  been  written  in  the  page  of  an  evangelist. 
Set  down  are  they,  too,  in  a  chapter  exclusively  relating 
to  the  advent  and  reign  of  the  Messiah,  and  so  do  they 
point  to  His  kingdom.  And  if  we  have  here  one  appoint 
ment  re-enacted  at  Sinai,  common  to  both  institutes — the 
one  founded  by  Moses,  the  other  completed  by  Jesus — 
methinks  we  read  of  benefits  and  blessings,  which,  as  they 
were  promised  to  the  one,  so  have  they  been  extended  to  the 
other.  These,  then,  be  it  ours  at  this  present  to  concentrate 
and  arrange,  in  order  that  we  may  the  more  tenaciously 
adhere  to,  and  the  more  gratefully  enjoy  our  Sabbaths  as 
times  of  refreshing  from  God's  blessed  presence.  Should 
any  demur  at  the  repetition  or  extension  of  remark  as  refer 
able  to  this  one  commandment,  be  this  our  justification, 
that  it  alone  has  been  assailed  with  the  infidel's  weapon, 
and  plied  with  all  his  craftiness — that  it  alone  has  given  rise 
to  controversies,  on  the  issue  of  which  depends  the  purity, 
nay,  the  very  existence  of  Christ's  cause  in  the  world. 
Let  these  adverse  attempts  prevail,  then  soon,  alas  !  would 
the  religion  of  Jesus  itself  be  forgotten  among  us,  even 
"  as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind."  In  a  simple  yet  enlarged 
interpretation  of  the  text,  we  think  it  includes— 
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I.  National  benefits  ; 

II.  Domestic  benefits  ;  and 

III.  Such  as  are  personal. 

And  while  enlarging  on  these,  may  the  Spirit  give  us 
wisdom  to  discern  them,  and  grace  that  they  may  be 
enjoyed. 

jf  int.  We  uphold  that  every  nation  is  blessed,  as  such, 
that  religiously  attends  to  the  Sabbath.     The  predicted 
results  in  our  text  evidently  involve  the   assurance   of 
public  success  and  safety — nay,  of  prosperity  and  emi 
nence,  as  springing  from  this  moral  cause.     Do  this  as  I 
have  commanded,  and  I  the  Lord  "  will  cause  thee  to  ride 
on  the  high  places  of  the  earth."     The  means,  too,  is  this 
of  securing  not  only  peace,  but  plenty,  since  this  promise 
is  appended,  "  and  I  will  feed  thee  with  the  heritage  of 
Jacob  thy  father."     And,  indeed,  if  Christianity  is  what 
we  take  it  to  be,  a  consequence  is  here,  by  the  Divine 
graciousness,  which  invariably  follows  the  cause.     If  it 
prove  at  all  efficacious  in  transforming  men's  minds  and 
reforming  their  manners,  it  must  issue  in  the  strengthen 
ing  of  the  real  sinews  of  a  state,  by  suppressing  such  vices 
as  enfeeble  it.    Whatever,  therefore,  tends  to  preserve  this 
faith  and  make  it  practical,  must  correspondingly  main 
tain  whatsoever  things  are  just,  true,  lovely,  honest,  and 
of  good  report  in  the  world  ;  and  without  controversy  no 
agency  can  do  this  apart  from  the  fourth  commandment. 
As  it  is  kept,  so  is  kept  with  it  all  piety  towards  our  God 

—all  dutifulness  in  regard  to  our  neighbour,  whether  at 
home  or  abroad.  It  binds  us  all  in  one  common  brother 
hood,  and  suffers  us  not  to  forget,  in  our  social  and  civil 
relationships,  that  whatsoever  we  would  that  men  should 
do  unto  us,  so  also  are  we  to  do  unto  them.  And  deter- 
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ring  a  people  from  what  is  wrong,  it  prompts  them  to 
what  is  right — by  inducing  them  to  cease  from  doing 
evil,  it  teaches  them  all  to  do  well.  Diverging  from 
cruelty,  it  concentrates  in  forbearance  and  mercy;  and 
saving  from  what  is  low  and  debasing,  it  immediately 
elevates  to  all  that  is  noble  and  pure.""" 

Nor  is  there  any  one  aspect  of  any  one  element 
involved  in  a  nation's  glory  that  is  not  conserved  and 
improved  by  the  subjects  recalled,  and  the  exercises 
engaged  in  on  the  Sabbath.  Are  you  scanning  the 
general  mind,  its  tone,  its  tendency,  its  healthfulness  \ 
Then,  not  to  speak  of  genius  or  brilliancy,  not  of  the 
bolder  strokes  of  science,  or  the  mere  delicate  pencilling^ 
of  art,  such  spiritual  pursuits  give  rise  to  a  "  practical 
sagacity,"  "  to  a  prudent  foresight/'  which  without  them 
never  are  reached.  By  leading  our  merchants,  and 
traders,  and  artisans,  and  labourers,  and  husbandmen,  to 
examine  the  things  of  God,  to  examine  Bible  disclosures 
and  search  for  Bible  verities,  their  intellects  are  not  only 
cleared  of  earthy  vapours,  but  they  are  brightened  with 
the  beams  of  truth,  they  are  enriched  with  profoundest 
knowledge,  and  stored  with  the  most  valuable  wisdom. 
Imperceptibly  it  may  be,  but  not  the  less  sure  is  it  that 
the  horizon  of  their  mental  vision  is  not  only  heightened, 
but  expanded,  while  its  atmosphere  becomes  purer,  so  that 
all  objects  by  them  are  the  more  vividly  seen.  Engaged 
in  Sabbatical  duties  is  each  of  every  occupation,  from  the 
loftiest  to  the  most  humble,  habituated  to  weigh  testi 
mony,  to  sift  argument  as  to  follow  it,  while  a  "  superior 
strength  of  determination,  and  a  greater  steadiness  and 

force  of  character"  are  gradually  acquired  by  all  who 

• 

*  On  tins  and  the  following  head,  sec  Drs  Keid  and  Glover's  "Tracts  for 
the  Times." 
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take  pleasure  therein.     Or  look  ye  at  the  mere  tangible 
interests  of  manufacture,  of  trade,  or  of  commerce,  as 
originating  our  resources,  and  perpetuating  our  national 
prosperity  1     Then,  even  these  do  the  observance  we  are 
busy  with  mightily  nourish  and  cherish.     As  to  mere 
manual  employment,  this  brings  rest  to  the  body — as  to 
mental  acuteness,  this,  too,  invigorates  the  mind.     But 
more  than  these,  if  patience  and  perseverance  are  required, 
if  self-control  is  demanded,  I  offer  you  what  promotes 
them  all,  in  the  inculcations  of  that  religion  which  will 
not  allow  slothfulness  in  business,  neither  any  relaxing 
indulgence,  but  which   commands  its  every   votary  to 
provide   things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men.      And 
more  than  this  still,  such  a  season  ever  renews  our  obli 
gations  to  honesty,  to  integrity,  to  truth,  on  which  is 
based  all  commercial  intercourse,  and  without  which  no 
mutual  confidence  could  be  reared.     It  is  by  this  very 
hallowing  of  the  first  day  of  the  week  that  our  souls 
become  saturated  with  that  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  love  of 
Christ,  that  intense  admiration  of  holiness,  which  con 
strain  us  to  do  justly,  to  love    mercy,  while  walking 
humbly  with  God.     This  it  is  which  begets  a  trust  every 
man  in  his  neighbour,  as  members  of  one  great  family, 
with  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth  as  their  Father, 
and  Christ  as  their  elder  Brother.     And  if  this  is  felt 
among  Christians,  in  the  absence  of  that  integrity  and 
honesty  which  every  law  inculcates  and  every  preacher 
enjoins,  there  can  be  no  such  mercantile  enterprise,  no 
vitality  in  trading  for  lack  of  public  trust.     And  little  is 
there,  I  ween,  of  such  moral  security  where  the  Sabbath 
is  systematically  profaned.     Yes,  it  is  this  in  the  obser 
vance  of  it  which  invigorates,  and  amplifies,  and  gives 
universality   to   that  very   righteousness    which,  far   as 
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involved  in  these  pursuits,  always  exalteth  a  nation.  Ay, 
this  it  ivas — would  God  we  could  say  is — that  once  so 
raised  the  peasantry  of  our  country  for  general  intelli 
gence  and  trustfulness  among  the  nations,  as  to  extort  the 
confession  of  its  reality,  and  excite  the  envy,  or  evoke  the 
praise  of  those  who  were  less  gifted,  because  less  obser 
vant  of  this  moral  statute.  And  what  so  mournful  as  to 
think,  after  having  even  thus  enlightened,  and  having 
partaken  of  the  good  word  of  life,  that  Scotland  should 
fall  away,  and  lose  its  once  far-famed  distinction ! 

But  again.  In  any  series  of  public  benefits  accruing 
from  a  respect  to  this  statute,  are  we  recalling  the  state 
of  the  body  politic,  or  the  internal  arrangements  of  a 
nation  ?  Are  we  adverting  to  its  order,  its  tranquillity,  its 
harmony — to  its  peace,  or  to  its  warfare — as  it  may  con 
flagrate  from  without,  or  burn  in  its  own  bursting  bosom? 
Then,  as  you  prefer  order  to  discord — as  you  desiderate 
a  well-poised  public  equity — an  impartially-dispensed  law 
—a  liberal  and  a  free  constitution — and  as  you  would 
pray  for  this  continuance,  then  jealously  must  you  hold 
the  day  of  the  Lord  to  be  honourable.  But  how  does  it 
come  to  extend  to  such  matters  as  these?  Simply  because 
its  associations  and  meditations  discountenance  and  frown 
down  those  turbulent  emotions  and  class-pretensions 
which  most  largely  affect  for  evil  the  internal  economy 
of  a  people.  The  home-coming  to  the  soul  of  a  pure  and 
humbling  religion,  curbs  the  pride  and  the  ambition  of  the 
wealthy,  the  better-born,  and  the  more  learned.  It  tells 
and  testifies  to  the  great,  that  even  they  are  to  give  an 
account  to  a  Master  far  higher  than  they  are,  an  assurance 
which  engenders  kindliness,  with  a  regard  to  the  rightful 
claims  of  every  grade  of  inferiors.  It  relaxes  the  grasp 
of  avarice — it  breaks  the  iron  rod  of  oppression — it  un- 
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nerves  despotic  power,  and  extends  all  reasonable  pro 
tection  to  the  less  privileged  orders.     And  thus,  even 
where  authority  is  exercised,  does  brotherly  love  continue. 
But  another  rock  on  which  the  social  bark  may  split,  is 
the  turbulency  of  an  uneducated,  a  misled,  or  an  ill-con 
ditioned  people.     And  how  is  this  rock  to  be  excavated 
and  taken  out  of  the  way,  but  by  the  expanding  influ 
ences  of  Christianity,  which  Sabbath-day  training  applies? 
Yes,  by  the  lessons  then  urged,  are  the  labouring  classes 
taught,  as  were  of  old  the  soldiers  by  John,  to  do  no 
violence,  and  to  be  content  with  their  wages.     In  these 
are  they  taught  to  honour  the  powers  that  be ;  for  these 
are  ordained  of  God,  and  are  deputed  by  Jesus,  the  King. 
Thus  does  the  Sabbath  lay  the  reins  of  religious  restraint 
with  the  most  perfect  impartiality  on  all  ranks,  from  the 
occupant   of  a  palace  to  the  subject  in  his  hut  on  the 
moor — from  the  peer  in  his  hall  down  to  the  peasant  at 
his   plough.      Here  is   effected  a  fusion  of  orders  and 
parties  which  banishes  jealousy,  and  under  whose  benig 
nant  sway  the  sullenness  of  discontentment  disappears. 
Yes,  it  is  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  the  tribes  of 
Israel  are  assembling  in  the  house  of  God.     Among  these 
tribes  there  be  the  high  and  the  low — there  be  the  ruler 
and  the  ruled — there  be  the  master  and  his  servants — 
there  be  the  judge  and  the  judged.     And  where  can  a 
better  spirit  reign  than  in  the  midst  of  those  devotions 
where  the  rich  and  poor  meet  together,  and  where  both  are 
emphatically  reminded  "  that  the  Lord  is  the  Maker  of 
them  alii"     So  that,  like  the  hand  of  its  own  blessed 
Ordainer,  this  day's   exercises  bring   down   the   proud, 
while  they  exalt  the  humble — and  like  to  the  omnipotent 
voice,  they  still  the  tumult  of  the  people.     Neither,  and 
in  fine  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,    is  there  a  real 
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national  privilege  that  can  be,  or  that  is  enjoyed — 
not  one  right  to  which  men  as  men,  and  Christians  as 
Christians  are  entitled,  which  is  not  protected  and  per 
petuated — as  a  yet  farther  benefit  which  this  sacred  duty 
confers.  And  this  must  needs  ensue,  since  whatever 
promotes  the  gospel,  aids  the  cause  of  liberty.  No  tyrant 
can  be  a  Christian,  no  Christian  willingly  a  slave.  Touch 
the  gospel-soil,  and  like  that  of  our  noble  Britain,  all  men 
at  once  are  free.  But,  banishing  a  craven  servility  on  the 
one  hand,  it  gives  rise  to  the  dutiful  obedience  on  the 
other — not  for  wrath,  but  for  conscience'  sake — and  the 
fear  of  God  is  ever  appended  to  the  honour  that  is  due  to 
the  sovereign,  now  our  beloved  Queen.  And  what,  again 
we  demand,  is  all  this,  but  the  secrets  of  public  success  1 
From  the  skill  and  the  industry  called  forth  by  security 
and  fair  remuneration,  "our  garners  are  full,  affording 
all  manner  of  store — our  sheep  bring  forth  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands — our  oxen  are  strong  to  labour — neither 
is  there  complaining  in  our  streets."  "  Happy  the  people 
that  are  in  such  a  case ;  yea,  happy  that  people  whose 
God  is  the  Lord!"  And  thus  is  it,  too,  our  textual  predic 
tion  is  met — a  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  "  feeding  us  with 
the  heritage  of  Jacob" — while  by  securing  the  adjustment 
of  every  claim,  it  adds  the  crowning  blessing,  that  such  a 
nation  shall  "  ride  on  the  high  places  of  the  earth."  And 
if  these  benefits  are  but  rarely  if  ever  fully  conferred — if 
such  scenes  are  so  far  imaginary — if  countries  in  such  a 
case  are  in  the  territories  of  Utopia — let  man,  not  God,  be 
charged.  Let  the  cold  formalist — let  the  trimming  poli 
tician — let  the  sleek  hypocrite,  as  well  as  the  open  violator, 
be  branded  with  the  fault,  but  not  that  Divine  appoint 
ment,  which,  when  sincerely  revered,  has  never  withheld 
its  reward. 
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The  blessings  which  teem  from  this  fountain, 
and  flow  down  on  the  family  circle,  are  not  only  many, 
but  manifest.  Here  meet  we  in  its  concentration  what 
we  have  considered  in  its  expansion — here  we  have  a 
closer  cultivation  of  the  old,  if  there  is  no  fallow  ground 
broken  up.  And  this  must  needs  be,  since  whatever 
affects,  for  good  or  ill,  the  larger  family  of  a  state,  sends 
its  undulations  through  every  minor  associateship.  Every 
advantage,  then,  specified  of  a  public  kind  is  felt  in 
private  dwellings,  and  every  such  cultivation  of  the  altar 
improves  our  hearths  and  our  homes.  And  an  aspect  of 
the  matter  is  this  at  once  the  most  instructive  and 
affecting,  since  it  not  only  teaches  the  powers  of  the 
intellect,  but  it  touches  the  cords  of  the  heart.  Those 
bands  it  hallows  which  unite  us  first  to  our  kind,  as  those 
which  knit  us  together  while  we  live,  and  which  cruel 
death  only  severs.  Husband,  wife,  parent,  child — these 
are  what  God  hath  joined,  nor  may  man  put  them 
asunder.  They  are  lovely  in  their  lives,  in  death,  if 
believing,  not  divided.  Beauteous  are  they  when  built 
up  by  the  hand  of  nature,  but  how  much  more  attractive 
when  cemented  and  polished  by  grace!  Beneficial  are 
they  on  every  day  of  the  week,  but  more  so  by  far 
when  warmed  by  such  affections  of  piety  as  the  Sabbath 
is  felt  to  instil.  Yielding  to  its  general  quietude,  its 
sacredness  not  infringed,  and  its  duties  sedulously  culti 
vated,  that  attachment  which  makes  two  one  is  so 
sanctified  "as  to  strengthen  the  things  that  remain" — as 
to  constitute  a  co-heirdom  not  only  of  the  present  exis 
tence,  "  but  of  the  grace  of  life."  Then  it  is,  the  connubially 
conjoined  watch  for  each  other's  souls — that  for  each,  each 
prays — that  each  with  each  takes  sweet  counsel  together 
about  Christ,  the  Bridegroom  and  the  Husband.  Away 
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from  the  harassments  of  toil,  then,  in  the  highest  sense 
become  they  "helpers  of  each  other's  joy,"  and  mutually 
promote  what  adds  to  their  spiritual  improvement.  Then 
it  is  they  have  time  to  speak  of,  to  plan  about,  and  to 
pray  for  their  children — then  that  they  remember  them 
one  by  one,  name  after  name,  before  the  throne  of  a 
common  Father  in  heaven.  And  what  so  effective  as 
such  converse  and  supplication  in  fitting  for  future 
usefulness  and  watchfulness  over  those  who  depend  on 
their  care;  and  what  so  sweetly  in  harmony  with  the 
loftiest  melodies  of  the  Sabbath  ? 

Nor  have  we  far  to  go,  or  long  to  wait  for  the  visible 
actualities  of  such  conjugal  edification.  These  are  seen  in 
every  domestic  arrangement — in  the  kindling  of  the  family 
altar — in  the  convening  of  the  children  around  it — in  con 
ducting  them  all  to  the  temple — in  keeping  them  on  His 
own  day  within  the  limits  of  the  Good  Shepherd's  fold. 
This  Sabbath  work,  too,  can  be  followed  out  in  the  daily 
use  of  such  means  and  appliances  as  tend  to  increase  their 
knowledge  of  that  sacred  volume,  which  ever  burns  as  a 
light  to  the  paths  of  their  feet.  Thus,  observant  of  reli 
gious  duty,  the  parent  becomes  the  priest,  and  the  child 
looks  on  him  with  awe,  and  the  father  is  venerated  as  if 
another  patriarch — an  Abraham  or  a  Job — had  actually 
returned  to  this  world.  No  sight  is  by  half  so  striking— 
none  creative  of  such  an  impression  as  that  of  the  parent 
opening  the  "  holy  book/'  and  bending  the  humble  knee 
with  his  offspring  around  him.  No  sound  is  by  half  so 
well  recollected,  as  that  voice  which  raised  the  tune  of 
praise  and  uttered  the  tones  of  prayer.  Years  on  years 
after  the  venerable  man  who  breathed  them  is  gone,  do 
they  haunt,  as  soft  echoes,  the  bosom.  Amid  the  rough 
ness  and  the  rudeness  of  the  world,  they  yet  return  to 
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the  ear,  like  music  from  afar,  to  lull  the  panting  spirit. 
When  passions  burn  and  companions  seek  to  decoy,  they 
rise  with  warning  voice,  and  the  prayer  so  often  heard 
by  some  stripling  David,  binds  down  the  mightiest 
Samson,  and  restrains  him  from  the  tempting  sin.  0  ! 
if  this  will  not  do,  nothing  will  soothe,  and  civilise,  and 
sanctify  —  if  this  will  not  do,  nought  else  will  conduce  to 
weave  children  of  one  family  into  the  tight  web  of  love, 
or  to  draw  out  brotherly  and  sisterly  affection,  or  to 
bring  them  in  after  life  to  dwell  together  in  unity,  or  to 
prepare  them  to  meet  at  last  in  a  holier  and  happier  home. 
No,  but  such  domestic  and  public  services  as  the  fourth 
commandment  enjoins  do  beget  a  benignant  fondness,  and 
cheerful  countenances,  and  godly  habitudes,  so  that  now  it 
is  as  it  was  seen  by  David,  that  "the  voice  of  rejoicing  and 
salvation  is  in  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous."  Here, 
too,  is  the  master,  the  husband,  the  father,  armed  with 
his  highest  authority,  when  "commanding  his  children 
and  his  household  after  him,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
to  do  justice  and  judgment."  Thus,  the  whole  family 
delighting  in  Him,  God  takes  delight  in  them  —  and  He 
rejoices  over  them,  to  bless  them  and  do  them  good. 
Therefore,  0  fathers!  0  mothers!  for  the  sake  of  those 
you  love  best,  "  Kemember  the  Sabbath-day,  to  keep  it 
holy." 


.  The  immediate  and  personal  results  of  such  an 
observance  on  the  individual  self,  come  briefly  to  be 
noticed  as  the  last  head  of  discourse.  And  here  we 
discover  the  inseparable  union  between  the  terrestrial  and 
celestial  —  between  the  temporal  and  eternal  —  in  man 
as  now  he  is  placed.  And  for  the  benefit  of  each  of  these 
does  the  fourth  enactment  provide,  while  it  is  sure  to 
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convey  it.     In  regard  to  the  physical,  from  it  is  enjoyed 
that  cessation  from  labour  which  is  not  only  grateful  in 
itself,  but  absolutely  necessary  for  the  prolongation  of  the 
body's  healthfulness  and  vigour.     Specially,  then,  are  the 
sons  of  toil — those  whose  brows  are  wet  with  the  sweat 
which  earns  their  daily  bread — concerned  in  upholding 
and   observing   this  sacred  season,  so   rich  with  rarest 
blessings.     By  this  it  is  their  strength  is  not  weakened 
by  the  way — that  they  are  not,  by  being  overburdened, 
cut  off  in  the  midst  of  their  days.     In  respect  to  the 
moral  element  in  man,  this  day  of  repose  brings  with  it  a 
release  from  cares  which  distrust,  from  concerns  which 
secularise,    and   from    an   intercourse   which   too    often 
hardens  every  susceptibility  of  the  soul.     Then  bid  we 
adieu  for  a  time  to  the  harassing  anxieties  of  business, 
then  pause  we  in  the  race  for  riches,  then  suspend  we  the 
struggle  in  the  panting  competitions  of  the  world.     As 
exhausted  steeds,  we  stand  still — as  weary  wanderers, 
we  recline ;  and,  for  agitating  cares,  ours  is  a  tranquil 
repose.     In  our  social  communings — for  the  stranger,  we 
now  have  our  children — for  the  indifferent,  we  now  have 
the  loving — for  the  antagonist,  we  now  have  the  friend— 
for  the  alien,  the  fellow-citizen — and  for  mere  worldly 
men,  those    of   the   household   of   faith.      By  all  such 
change   of  companionship,  verily,   what   is   virtuous   is 
improved.     For  the  mart  and  the  market-place,  we  now 
enter  our  closets — for  the  opening  of  the  streets,  we  seek 
the  church  that  stands  there  throughout  the  whole  week  in 
its  loneliness — and  for  the  eager,  bustling  city,  our  resort 
is  the  peace-breathing  home.     And  by  all  such  change  of 
place,  again  are  our  morals  improved.     Nor  are  they  less 
so,  but  more,  when  we  think  on  our  mental  engagements, 
each  as  his  mind  pursues  them.     Then  it  is,  and  there, 
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we  are  won  to  commune  each  with  his  own  heart,  and  to 
be  still  upon  his  bed  in  the  morning,  and  to  know  that 
God  is  God.     Then  it  is  each  with  his  own  spirit  maketh 
diligent  search  into  the  past,  to  find  out  the  faults  of  it, 
and  correct  them — into  the  future  to  read  its  solemnities, 
and  make  preparation  to  meet  them.     Then  it  is,  too, 
that  pleasure,  by  being  suspended,  though  lawful  in  itself, 
is  restrained — that  recreation,  by  being  arrested,  runs  not 
on  to  licentiousness,  and  that  neither  the  cares  of  this  life, 
nor  the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  are  suffered  hopelessly  to 
corrode  the  spirit,  or  benumb  every  generous  emotion. 
0 !  in  all  this,  how  wise  and  how  well  to  save  from  an 
organic  wastefulness,  and  stay  back  that  moral  degeneracy 
which,  without  such  preservative,   ever    and   inevitably 
ensues!     Neither  is  this  ordinance  less  conducive  to  the 
spiritual  improvement  of  our  natures  than  it  is  to  our 
moral  or  physical.     On  this,  indeed,  it  shines  all  sun-like, 
more  benignantly,  and  refreshingly,  and  fertilisingly  than 
on  any  of  our  other  constitutions.     It  is  this  that  fans  that 
flame  which  in  its  absence  burns  weak,  and  soon  expires. 
It  is  through  this  our  piety  breathes,  and  which  without 
it  would  pant  and  die.     It  is  this  that  furnishes  food, 
without  which  all  within  us  would  become  languid,  and 
feeble,  and  perish  for  lack  of  support.     By  calling  up 
God  and  His  works,  it  gives  confirmation  to  our  faith,  so 
that  it  does  not  fail.     By  reminding  us  of  its  great  salva 
tion,  it  more  firmly  winds  our  spirits  around  the  cross  of 
Calvary.    By  holding  up  to  view  the  promises,  it  begets  us 
again  to  a  lively  hope  of  an  incorruptible  inheritance.     By 
promoting  the  spirit  of  supplication,  it  secures  a  more 
plenteous  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bathe  our  souls  in 
holiness ;  and  by  recalling  God's  covenant  blessings,  it  stirs 
up  all  that  is  within  us  to  the  fragrant  odours  of  praise. 
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And  so  is  it  ever  thus,  that  wherever  we  find  a  personal 
and  an  increasing  godliness,  wherever  we  find  a  closer 
appropriation  of  redemption,  wherever  we  find  a  growing 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  an  enlarging  munificence  in 
support  of  that  cause  for  which  the  world  remains — there, 
and  in  these,  read  we  the  invariable  effects  of  living  under 
the  control  of  the  Sabbath.  Wherever  you  trace  in  any 
a  growth  in  Christian  knowledge,  a  strengthening  of 
grace,  a  brightening  of  gift — there  can  these  be  traced  to 
the  same  benignant  cause.  Wherever  you  see  a  man 
mortifying  the  deeds  of  the  body,  restraining  his  lustful- 
ness,  whether  for  wealth  or  pleasure,  there,  and  in  these, 
gather  ye  so  much  more  fruit  of  the  same  prolific  tree.  In 
fine,  wherever  you  meet  with  the  truly  spiritually-minded, 
the  mind  no  longer  carnal — the  mind  with  its  longings  for 
heaven — there  meet  ye  with  that  which  calls  the  Sabbath 
"  a  delight."  That  soul  is  then  and  thus  fed  with  the 
finest  of  the  wheat,  even  with  the  heritage  of  Jacob — fed 
by  the  hand  of  God — fed  from  the  fulness  of  Jesus,  and  fed 
through  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit.  And  thus  it  is  sus 
tained,  even  as  with  marrow  and  with  fatness,  but  away 
from  which  it  becomes  as  a  branch  broken  off  from  the  true 
vine,  and  so  left  to  wither  and  perish.  By  such  replenish 
ment  as  this,  like  to  the  meat  given  to  Elijah  to  prepare 
him  for  a  protracted  journey,  does  the  partaker  thereof 
gain  strength  by  which  he  can  hold  on  his  way  through 
the  wilderness  of  life  from  week  to  week,  from  month  to 
month,  from  year  to  year,  till  at  last  he  is  fitted  to  appear 
perfect  before  God  in  Zion. 

For  our  national,  domestic,  and  personal  well-being, 
then,  as  for  His  own  glory,  see  ye  with  what  wisdom, 
and  goodness,  and  mercy,  God  has  made  the  Sabbath 
for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath.  And  gathering 
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together  these  sparkling  evidences  of  its  origin,  of  its 
perpetuity,  and  its  ends,  should  the  eye  of  any  one  who 
has  thrown  off  its  yoke,  though  it  be  so  easy,  or  its 
burden,  though  it  be  so  light — should  the  eye  of  any  such 
happen  to  glance  over  these  pages,  let  him  pause,  and 
ponder,  and  calmly  consider  what  has  been  said  on  the 
subject.  In  doing  this  he  will  admit  this  much — that 
while  it  may  be  a  pernicious  and  perilous  sin  to  desecrate 
so  ancient,  and  sacred,  and  universal,  and  valuable  an 
institution,  and  one,  too,  stamped  with  the  authority  of 
Heaven — that  it  can  be  neither  damaging  nor  dangerous 
to  be  guided  by  its  injunctions.  And  if  the  one  course 
cannot  be  wrong,  and  the  other  may  be  evil,  let  him 
judge  which  he  should  choose.  While  weighing  the 
whole  matter,  as  we  earnestly  invite  him  to  do,  only  let 
impartiality  hold  the  balance,  and  sure  we  are  the  benefits 
of  keeping  it  will  be  far  more  ponderous  in  influencing 
reason  than  any  transient  wantonness  of  spirit  that  may 
be  gratified  by  its  desecration.  Solemnly  would  we 
beseech  any  such  lapsed  or  lapsing  one  to  attend  to  the 
outward  decencies  of  the  first  day  of  the  week,  if  not  from 
the  highest  or  strongest,  at  least  from  no  mean,  from  no 
slender  motives.  We  would  appeal  to  his  love  for  man, 
if  not  to  his  love  for  his  Maker ;  for  man's  good  is  in  it. 
We  would  appeal  to  his  patriotism,  if  not  to  his  piety ; 
for  his  country's  good  is  in  it.  We  would  appeal  to  his 
home-born  affections,  if  not  to  his  regard  for  Zion ;  for  the 
good  of  his  household  is  in  it.  And  if  only  actuated  by 
these,  we  shall  pray  that  his  soul  be  so  changed  that, 
beginning  with  the  beggarly  elements  of  such  aim,  he 
may  reach  the  right  object  at  last,  and  thus  attain  to 
perfection.  Pray  for  him  we  shall,  that  the  sanctifying 
influences  of  the  Sabbath  may  reach  his  inner  affections; 
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so  that,  by  grace  divine,  whatever  he  may  do  in  word  or 
in  deed  during  its  refreshing  continuance,  he  may  do  all 
to  the  glory  of  God.  Should  any  be  shaken  in  his 
adherence  to  the  form  of  this  sound  word  which  has  been 
delivered  to  us  all  by  our  fathers — shaken  by  the  argu 
ments  or  the  example  of  others — let  them  learn  the 
culpability  of  falling  away  after  having  once  tasted  the 
heavenly  gift.  And,  swayed  by  what  has  been  advanced, 
let  them  return  with  all  speed  into  the  good  old  way,  lest, 
descending  to  farther  and  more  systematic  violations,  they 
may  never  be  renewed  to  repentance. 

But,  prizing  this  day  above  all  others  ourselves,  so 
long  as  these  persist  in  their  impiety,  be  it  ours  to  keep 
apart  from  and  avoid  them — as  witnesses  for  God  and 
his  Christ,  to  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  separate. 
Let  us  shun  those  who  desecrate,  or  who  would  deprive 
us  of  the  ordinance,  as  we  would  those  who  strive  to  bear 
down  every  barrier  erected  against  the  swellings  of  vice 
• — who  try  to  disrupt  every  bond  which  knits  us  to 
happiness  and  home.  Let  us  avoid  them  as  we  would 
the  direst  enemies  at  once  of  our  country,  our  kind,  and 
our  common  Christianity  together.  Let  us  avoid  them  as 
we  would  those  emissaries  of  Satan  whose  glory  is  to 
wither  piety,  to  blot  out  godliness  from  the  earth,  and 
obliterate  the  very  name  of  their  Creator  from  His 
wondrous  works.  Let  us  avoid  them  as  we  would  those 
cruel  and  malicious  spirits  who  would  extinguish  the 
"Light  of  the  Week"— who  would  besully  the  "Pearl  of 
Days" — who  would  quench  the  "  Torch  of  Time,"  and 
who  would  neutralise  "  Heaven's  Antidote  to  the  Curse  of 
Labour!"  Ay,  arid  thus  coming  no  nearer  the  scoffer, 
and  the  profane,  and  the  infidel,  than  to  pray  for  their 
being  converted,  let  us  keep  the  Lord's-day  ourselves  as  a 
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well  from  which  to  draw  water.  As  a  table  let  us 
approach  it,  that  therefrom  we  may  be  supplied.  As  a 
fire  let  us  preserve  it,  that  thereat  we  may  be  warmed. 
As  a  green,  green  isle  let  us  abide  in  it,  that  therein  we 
may  rest.  As  a  door  let  us  regard  it,  that  we  may  go  in 
and  out  thereat,  and  so  find  pasture.  As  a  tabernacle 
let  us  regard  it,  that  therein  we  may  worship.  Yea,  as  a 
heaven  let  us  enjoy  it,  that  therein  we  may  meet,  and  sit, 
and  sing,  week  by  week  continually.  Which  may  God 
grant,  and  Him  we  then  shall  praise,  through  Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 


(fiudmntt  t\t 


GRACIOUS  God,  Thou  art  our  heavenly  Father — the  Father  of  angels 
and  men— the  Father  of  lights— the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour!     To  Thee  we  bow  the  knee  in  token  of  religious  homage,  and  on 
Thee  we  depend  for  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things.     To  Thee  we  are  indebted 
for  that  guardianship  and  care  by  which  we  have  been  preserved,  by  which 
been  nourished  and  brought  up  as  children.    As  Thy  sons  and  daughters,  give 
us  grace  to  honour  Thee.     This,  O  Lord,  may  we  do  by  setting  Thee  always 
before  us,  by  harbouring  Thee  in  our  thoughts,  and  praising  Thee  with  our 
lips.     This  may  we  do  by  consulting  Thy  will,  and  obeying  Thy  paternal 
requirements.    This  may  we  do  by  diligently  searching  Thy  Word  and  adopt 
ing  Thy  plan  of  salvation.     This  we  may  do,  as  servants,  by  working  Thy 
work,  even  believing  in  Thine  only  Son,  and  abounding  in  those  good  works 
which  Thou  hast  foreordained  that  we  should  walk  in  them.     Lord  enable  us 
to  exhibit  these  by  the  love  we  bear  to  our  fathers  and  mothers,  according  to 
Thy  gracious  commandment.     Them,  while  we  can,  may  we  respect — them, 
when  required,  may  we  aid — them  may  we   comfort — them  may  we  thus 
hold  in  honour.     As  all  this  is  right  and  well-pleasing  in  Thy  sight,  Lord 
grant  us  grace  to  perform  it,  and  enable  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  to  do  unto  all 
men  as  Thou  hast  enjoined,  in  their  several  stations  and  relations.     And, 
merciful  God,  we  thank  Thee  for  the  promise  appended  to  the  keeping  of  this 
holy  law;  and  we  pray  that  it  may  be  ours,  so  far  as  conducive  to  our  good, 
and  Thine  own  praise  and  glory.     Pardon  wherein  we  have  forfeited  this 
promise  of  life  and  felicity,  and  return  unto  us,  and  leave  this  blessing  behind 
Thee,  loving  us  still  as  Thy  children :  for  all  we  ask  is  in  the  name  of  Him 
whom  Thou  hearest  alway.     Amen. 


DEUTERONOMY  xxi.  18-21. 

18.  If  a  man  have  a  stubborn  and  rebellious  son,  which  will  not  obey  the 
voice  of  his  father,  or  the  voice  of  his  mother,  and  that,  when  they  have 
chastened  him,  will  not  hearken  unto  them  : 

19.  Then  shall  his  father  and  his  mother  lay  hold  on  him,  and  bring  him 
out  unto  the  elders  of  his  city,  and  unto  the  gate  of  his  place ; 

20.  And  they  shall  say  unto  the  elders  of  his  city,  This  our  son  is  stubborn 
and  rebellious,  he  will  not  obey  our  voice  ;  he  is  a  glutton,  and  a  drunkard. 
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21.  And  all  the  men  of  his  city  shall  stone  him  with  stones,  that  he  die  : 
so  shalt  thou  put  evil  away  from  among  you  :  and  all  Israel  shall  hear,  and 
fear. 

PKOVERBS  iv.  1-13. 

1.  Hear,  ye  children,  the  instruction  of  a  father,  and  attend  to  know 
understanding. 

2.  For  I  give  you  good  doctrine,  forsake  ye  not  my  law. 

3.  For  I  was  my  father's  son,  tender  and  only  beloved  in  the  sight  of  my 
mother. 

4.  He  taught  me  also,  and  said  unto  me,  Let  thine  heart  retain  my 
words :  keep  my  commandments,  and  live. 

5.  Get  wisdom,  get  understanding :  forget  it  not ;  neither  decline  from 
the  words  of  my  mouth. 

6.  Forsake  her  not,  and  she  shall  preserve  thee :  love  her,  and  she  shall 
keep  thee. 

7.  Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing ;  therefore  get  wisdom :  and  with  all 
thy  getting,  get  understanding. 

8.  Exalt  her,  and  she  shall  promote  thee  :  she  shall  bring  thee  to  honour, 
when  thou  dost  embrace  her. 

9.  She  shall  give  to  thine  head  an  ornament  of  grace  :  a  crown  of  glory 
shall  she  deliver  to  thee. 

10.  Hear,  O  my  son,  and  receive  my  sayings ;  and  the  years  of  thy  life 
shall  be  many. 

11.  I  have  taught  thee  in  the  way  of  wisdom  ;  I  have  led  thee  in  right 
paths. 

12.  When  thou  gocst,  thy  steps  shall  not  be  straitened ;  and  when  thou 
runnest,  thou  shalt  not  stumble. 

13.  Take  fast  hold  of  instruction  ;  let  her  not  go :  keep  her ;  for  she  is 
thy  life. 


PSALM  ciii.  13-17. 

SUCH  pity  as  a  father  hath  For  over  it  the  wind  doth  pass, 

Unto  his  children  dear  ;  And  it  away  is  gone  ; 

Like  pity  shows  the  Lord  to  such  And  of  the  place  where  once  it  was 

As  worship  Him  in  fear.  It  shall  no  more  be  known. 

For  He  remembers  we  are  dust,  But  unto  them  that  do  Him  fear 

And  He  our  frame  well  knows,  God's  mercy  never  ends ; 

Frail  man,  his  days  are  like  the  grass,      And  to  their  children's  children  still 

As  flower  in  field  he  grows ;  His  righteousness  extends. 


ENACTMENT  THE  FIFTH.  165 


EXODUS  xx.  1,  12. 

"  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,  .  .  .  Honour  thy  father  and  thy 
mother,  that  thy  days  may  ~be  long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
giveth  thee" 

BRETHREN, — As  it  was  with  Jerusalem  of  old,  by  the 
legislative  enactments  of  Sinai,  so  the  whole  moral  world 
is  compactly  built  together.  If  man  had  continued  to 
observe  them,  his  every  single  sentiment  and  sensation 
had  harmonised  with  every  other,  and  every  action  of 
every  individual  had  been  in  unison  with  the  movements 
of  all.  There  had  been  nothing  to  hurt  or  to  offend 
within  the  verge  of  the  invisible  kingdom.  Like  that 
unseen  bond  which  weaves  every  planet  and  star  into  one 
distinct  system,  and  each  system  into  one  incompre 
hensibly  grand  whole — these  same  laws,  transferred  from 
the  fleshly  tablets  of  the  heart  to  tables  of  stone,  had 
yet  connected  man  with  his  Maker  in  all  due  reverence, 
as  with  all  dutiful  service.  Nor  had  they  left  us  here, 
but,  as  beings  of  a  common  origin,  a  common  nature,  and 
destined  for  a  common  end,  they  had  bound  the  entire 
human  family  together  with  the  silken  cords  of  equity 
and  love ;  and  thus  uniting  man  to  man,  and  man's  very 
soul  to  its  Maker,  heaven  had  smiled  on  this  earth,  and 
this  earth  had  reflected  its  fondness.  And  that  these 
statutes  are  yet  right,  though  so  often  and  wantonly 
violated,  is  more  than  proved,  it  is  felt,  whenever  and 
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wherever  we  seek  and  strive  to  obey  them.  Neither  are 
the  appliances  of  Divine  grace  given  but  with  this  as 
their  great  design,  even  to  impart  an  ability  to  think,  to 
speak,  and  to  act  in  accordance  with  their  righteous 
mandates.  Ay,  and  so  changeless  and  enduring  are  these, 
that  the  felicities  of  an  hereafter  will  never  be  detached 
from  what  we  owe  to  our  God  and  Saviour,  what  to  our 
selves,  what  to  our  sainted  companions.  Nay,  to  delight 
in  these,  as  to  contemplate  their  Author,  will  constitute 
all  future  blessedness.  This  being  their  unbending 
stringency,  in  eternity  as  well  as  in  time,  it  behoves  us 
to  meditate  on  their  meaning,  to  enforce  their  obligation, 
as  to  estimate  their  momentousness,  solemnly,  constantly, 
and  with  prayer.  So  imperative  is  this  that  no  minister 
of  Jesus  Christ  can  fulfil  his  mission  without  it,  and  so 
extensive  is  this  demand  that  no  private  Christian  can  be 
discharged  from  the  duty.  And  the  first  and  great  com 
mandment  embodying  piety  is  immediately  followed  by 
the  second,  which  is  like  it  in  spirit  and  in  kind.  "  0 
love  the  Lord,  all  ye  His  saints  V  are  the  first  notes  of 
Sinai's  sacred  song.  "Little  children,  love  one  another," 
form  its  closing  cadence.  So  salutary  is  this  prolonged 
utterance,  so  urgent  this  lesson  of  God's  framing,  that 
it  meets  us  at  the  birth  of  our  reason,  that  it  enters  the 
soul  with  the  dawning  consciousness  of  accountability. 
Nor  will  it  consent  to  release  us  so  long  as  society 
revolves  in  concentric  circles,  or  stands  on  progressive 
planes.  As  the  basement  of  such  relative  rights,  the 
second  table  of  the  Decalogue  bears  those  words  on 
which  we  are  now  to  enlarge  :  "  Honour  thy  father  and 
thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  long  on  the  land  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee."  In  doing  this  we  shall 
consider  this  law  — 
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I.  In  its  general  bearing  ; 

II.  In  its  specific  expression  ;  and 

III.  In  its  promised  reward. 

And  may  the  blessing  of   God  Almighty  attend  the 
exposition  of  His  judgments. 

JjOt,  In  this,  as  in  the  other  enactments,  far  more  is 
implied  than  expressed,  just  that  its  subjects  may  excogi 
tate  the  meaning.     So  that  the  implied  requirements  here 
branch  out  to  those  of  all  descriptions  and  grades,  who 
claim  any  kind  of  superiority,  or  who  hold  any  rank,  or 
exercise  any  rule  over  us.     A  sphere  of  relationship  is 
here  opened  up  far  more  extensive  than  what  is  embraced  in 
our  natural  parentage,  while  the  whole  class  of  these  obli 
gations  is  regulated  by  the  reins  of  a  righteous  as  well  as 
a  reciprocal  restraint.    As  Adah  was  the  father  of  all  such 
as  dwell  in  tents,  and  Jubal  of  all  such  as  handle  the  harp 
and  organ — so,  as  such,  are  we  to  regard  and  respect  our 
predecessors  in  office,  or  our  seniors  in  age,  or  our  betters 
in  learning  and  skill.     As  Joseph  was  a  father  to  Pharaoh 
—though  likely  far  younger  than  he — still,  with  senti 
ments  breathed  in  this  appellation,  are  we  to  look  upon 
all  who  are  imbued  as  he  was,  with  a  more  excellent  un 
derstanding.     And  as  the  servants  of  Naaman  came  near, 
and  addressed  him  as  their  father,  though  his  was  but  a 
delegated  authority,  so  does  this  edict  of  Heaven's  own 
jurisprudence  compel  the  same  language  in  reference  to 
our  masters  after  the  flesh.     Primarily,  indeed,  this  statute 
has  respect  to  a  household,  of  which  fathers  and  mothers 
are  the  heads.     But  from  this  its  eddies  undulate,  till 
they  touch  the  commonwealth,  and  adjust — not  agitate — 
those  duties  we  owe  to  all  magistrates  and  judges  ruling 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  in  the  faith  of  His  Son. 
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Taking  these  as  a  whole  structure,  one  law  is  applicable  to 
them  all.  Let  them  be  seen  in  their  domestic,  in  their  civil, 
or  in  their  ecclesiastical  capacity,  then  are  all  men  to  be 
honoured,  and  we  are  to  submit  ourselves  one  to  another, 
in  each  such  reciprocal  entwining.  The  main  pillar  of  the 
whole  edifice — the  pole  of  the  tent  far  as  you  may  expand  it 
—is  the  principle  of  subordination,  and  consequently  supe 
riority  in  some,  and  inferiority  in  others.  The  one  class 
owns  to,  the  other  exercises  control;  and  these  two  con 
stitute  all  those  harmonious  movements  which  mark  our 

social  machinery.     To  all  we  must  render  their  due 

while  "honour  to  whom  honour"  is  the  prime  selection 
of  the  fifth  commandment. 

Touching  the  family  compact,  in  its  more  mobile  mate 
rials,  while  we  abominate  and  execrate  slavery,  we  are 
warranted  by  God's  Word  to  engage  in  free  service, 
whether  by  accepting  or  employing  it.  If  we  are  the 
acceptors  of  it,  our  own  will,  in  matters  embraced  or 
implied  in  the  agreement,  must  be  merged  in  that  of 
our  employers;  and  frowardness  of  spirit,  with  con- 
ceitedness  of  independent  action,  is  by  its  terms  dis 
allowed.  Here  are  servants  of  all  degrees  taught  defer 
entially  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  command,  studiously 
to  do  what  is  required  of  them,  so  long  as  it  is  in 
unison  with  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  Neither  is  there 
the  slightest  shade  of  antagonism  between  the  law  and 
the  gospel  as  to  any  requirement  that  is  morally  right  or 
immorally  wrong.  What  Moses  gave  to  the  church  of 
old,  Paul  has  confirmed  under  the  new  dispensation  : 
"  Servants  be  obedient  to  your  masters."  Neither  is  it 
to  be  done  with  careless  inattention  and  disregard,  but 
"with  fear  and  trembling."  Neither  is  there  to  be  aught 
of  duplicity,  aught  of  pretence  in  this  development  of 
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honouring,  since  it  must  issue  from  "  singleness  of  heart/' 
and  not  be  done  with  "eye-service,  as  men-pleasers," 
but  with  constancy,  and  sincerity,  and  good-will,  "as 
unto  the  Lord,  and  not  to  man;  yea,  as  the  servants  of 
Christ." 

Still,  the  duty  which  our  text  implies,  with  its  co- 
relative  objects,  is  not  fulfilled  in  any  of  us  unless  we 
take  in  the  civil  department,  and  regard  ourselves  as 
citizens.  While  the  religion  of  Christ  rigidly  adheres 
to  every  word  proceeding  out  of  the  mouth  of  its 
Divine  Author,  it  can,  and  it  does  submit  itself  to  every 
ordinance  of  man,  for  the  Lord's  sake.  What,  then, 
may  have  been  determined  as  to  the  legislative — the 
judicial,  or  the  executive  in  any  country — Christianity 
leaves  as  it  is,  and  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  "  those 
who  are  given  to  change."  Let  the  exponent  of  the 
higher  powers  be  what  it  may — democratic,  oligarchical, 
or  monarchic — to  these,  as  constituted,  and  so  long  as  not 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  private  judgment,  is  every 
soul,  without  exception,  both  clerical  and  lay,  to  be  subject, 
seeing  that  the  powers  which  are  ordained  are  of  God. 
Therefore,  so  long  as  acting  on  the  inspired  statute,  which 
defines  the  duty  of  inferiors  or  subjects,  are  magistrates 
to  be  obeyed,  as  such  are  they  to  be  honoured,  as  such  are 
they  to  be  defended,  as  such  supported ;  and  thus  the 
majesty  of  the  civil  law  is  maintained  in  our  reverence 
for  those  by  whom  it  is  framed  or  dispensed.  These 
are  ministers  of  God  for  us — as  such  are  we  to  accept 
their  services,  as  such  defend  their  persons.  They  are  also 
ministers  "for  good,"  for  order,  protection,  awardment. 
So,  both  from  private  and  patriotic,  as  well  as  pious 
motives,  are  we  to  uphold  their  authority,  delegated 
"  avengers,"  as  they  are,  "  to  execute  wrath  upon  him 
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that  doeth  evil."  And  it  is  because  of  such  benefits 
officially  rendered  that  "  whosoever  resisteth  the  power, 
resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God,  and  they  who  resist  shall 
receive  damnation" — even  that  censure  and  suffering 
denounced  against  all  transgression. 

Touching  more  sacred  ground,  the  injunction  here 
bids  us  remember,  with  all  sincere  affection,  and  all 
generous  feeling,  those  who.  have  rule  over  us,  or  who 
have  spoken  unto  us  the  words  of  God.  And  surely  a 
connection  is  here  with  the  person  and  the  interests  of 
Christ's  ministers — with  their  calling — which  Christ's 
people  should  not  disturb.  What  so  natural  and  seemly 
as  to  respect  if  young,  and  venerate  if  old,  those  men 
who  are  present  at  whatever  most  intimately  concerns  you 
in  life,  and  who  are  spent,  or  being  spent  in  your  spiritual 
service  ?  What  more  proper  can  be,  than  thus  to  think 
of  those  who  tie  your  nuptial  bonds,  and  smile — who 
appear  at  your  funerals,  and  weep — who  give  your 
little  ones  by  visible  ordinance  to  Jesus,  and  who  sigh 
and  pray  over  your  beds  of  sickness  and  of  pain  \  Verily, 
it  were  sad,  it  were  savage  not  thus  to  regard  "  the  ser 
vants  of  the  Most  High  God,  who  show  unto  us  the 
way  of  salvation."  Actuated  by  such  a  sentiment  as 
is  obviously  involved  in  this  law,  should  an  elder  prove 
blameworthy,  "you  are  not  to  rebuke  him,  but  entreat 
him  as  a  father."  Actuated  by  this,  when  they  are  in 
sickness  or  distress,  as  did  Joash  the  king  of  Israel,  to 
Elisha,  are  you  to  come  and  weep  over  them,  and  say, 
"0  my  father,  my  father!"  with  all  of  a  pitying 
sympathy.  Actuated  by  this,  will  your  prayers  for 
them  ascend  as  incense,  that  they  be  much  favoured 
in  their  work,  and  have  many  souls  for  their  hire.  To 
encourage  and  comfort  them  in  all  this,  will  ye  seek  to 
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imitate  their  virtues  and  graces,  far  as  they  represent 
their  Master.  And  thus,  as  the  apostle  enjoins,  "  will  ye 
be  followers  together  of  Him,"  as  of  all  true  Christian 
ministers ;  and  you  "  will  also  mark  them  that  walk  so,  as 
ye  have  us  for  an  ensample."  Thus  it  is,  but  no  farther, 
are  you  to  submit  yourselves  to  them  who  watch  for  your 
souls,  as  they  that  must  give  an  account,  even  as  Moses 
himself  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  his  father-in-law,  and 
did  all  that  he  had  said. 

And  to  bring  our  own  times  to  the  bar  of  this  decision, 
we  think  the  law  is  at  present  infringed  by  two  extremes 
on  the  part  of  worshipping  people,  while  in  such  culpa 
bility  ministers  are  so  far  involved.  From  the  votaries 
of  Eome,  their  priests  not  only  claim  but  exact  a  kind  of 
idolatrous  homage.  Entirely  the  keepers  of  all  consciences 
within  her  communion,  where  these  happen  to  be,  none 
may  think,  act,  feel,  or  speak,  save  under  their  sanction 
and  guidance.  And  all  this  conceded  and  yielded  to  by 
her  blind  and  servile  devotees,  they  become  abjects,  not 
men ;  and  in  their  subjection  to  the  priesthood,  do  they 
submit  to  a  lording  it  over  the  heritage,  even  with  a  rod 
of  iron.  Every  thought  and  impulse  must  be  brought 
under  such  spiritual  thraldom;  and,  instead  of  that  re 
spectful  sentiment  which  this  commandment  implies,  the 
whole  spirit  is  paralysed  by  a  superstitious  dread,  and 
prostrated  to  the  lowest  slavery.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
and  at  the  risk  of  being  charged  with  motives  which  are 
firmly  disclaimed,  we  fear  an  infraction  of  this  rule  ob 
tains  of  a  very  different  character  among  Protestants.  In 
regard  to  clerical  office-bearers,  in  certain  denominations 
at  least,  we  cannot  but  mark  a  tendency  to  scrutinise, 
and  smile  at,  and  indulge  in  severe  and  disrespectful 
remark,  which,  like  jesting,  are  not  convenient.  Yes, 
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the  onward  march  of  such  a  bearing  on  the  people's  part, 
is  to  treat  their  ministers  haply  with  courtesy,  but,  verily, 
also  with  coldness.  It  is  to  meddle  with  their  domestic 
concernments  far  beyond  what  is  seemly — it  is  to  com 
ment  on  their  personal  peculiarities  with  a  freedom  beyond 
what  is  meet — it  is  to  criticise  their  public  appearances 
with  a  levity  or  an  acerbity  which  is  anything  on  this 
earth  but  the  savour  of  a  "double  honour."  Yes,  and  the 
man  in  the  whole  parish  who  is  most  talked  about,  and 
interfered  with,  and  advised,  and  cautioned,  and  con 
demned,  is  that  very  individual  who  is  set  apart  to 
advise  and  caution  others.  So  that  wherever  this  is,  the 
respect  is  taken  where  it  ought  to  have  been  conveyed, 
and  to  the  flock  must  the  pastor  yield,  instead  of  being 
their  guide.  And,  then,  instead  of  repelling  this  in  sundry 
quarters,  we  aver  the  ministers  themselves  are  at  fault 
by  reason  of  their  obsequiousness.  Honour  in  a  people 
presupposes  dignity  and  independence  in  its  object;  but 
instead  of  these,  we  have  seen,  with  sorrow,  an  obsequi 
ousness  of  manner,  and  a  smooth-lispingness  of  tongue, 
and  a  soft-silkiness  of  gait,  assumed  in  deferring  to  a 
brisk  and  vulgar  impertinence.  And  if  this  crouching  is 
not  displayed,  the  poor  shepherd  runs  no  slight  risk  of 
losing  so  many  of  these  sheep,  which  are  to  him,  at  least, 
very  like  ravening  wolves — the  banes  of  his  usefulness 
and  peace.  Verily,  a  state  of  matters  is  this  which  ought 
not  to  be,  and  which  never  would,  were  the  spirit  of  this 
commandment  ever  cherished.  Verily,  both  extremes  are 
wrong,  and  by  both  is  Christianity  injured.  The  first  is 
by  far  the  more  deadly,  while  the  second  gives  the  keenest 
annoyance.  What  a  beautiful  rule  of  conduct  comes  in 
for  our  observance  here!  Bender  therefore  to  all  their 
due — nothing  below  or  beyond  it — fear  to  whom  it  is  due, 
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.and  honour  to  whom  honour  —  a  rule  which  we  pray  we 
all  may  have  grace  to  follow. 


The  specific  expressions  in  which  the  fifth 
commandment  is  couched,  after  its  more  general  bearing, 
claims  our  next  regard.  And  this  most  distinctly  defines 
what  children  owe  to  their  parents  —  "  Honour  thy  father 
and  thy  mother."  And  now  the  exhortation  is,  "  Come, 
ye  children,  hearken  unto  me;  I  will  teach  you  the  fear 
of  the  Lord/7  by  keeping  this  your  own  peculiar  com 
mandment.  The  foundation  of  this  duty  lies  deep  in  the' 
family  connection,  and  so  broad  is  it  that  it  is  felt  and 
fulfilled  so  far  wherever  humanity  dwells.  Nay,  not  to 
debase,  but  to  heighten  it  in  our  esteem,  to  other  creatures 
is  it  conveyed  by  instinct,  as  it  is  through  reason  and 
revelation  to  man.  So  that  they  who  disrupt  such  a 
bond  are  neither  men  nor  beasts,  but  verily  they  be 
monsters!  Like  every  other  virtue  in  its  incipient  state, 
this  can  be  traced  to  the  heart,  where,  in  regard  to  those 
here  specified,  no  levitous,  no  depreciating,  no  vengeful 
feeling  must  be  cherished.  And  if  so  strict  as  this,  it 
is  sure  to  debar  every  expression  which  can  by  ingenuity 
be  construed  into  mocking,  or  censuring,  or  even  into 
that  familiarity  which  is  fully  allowed  with  companions. 
And  if  so  stringent  as  this,  no  wonder  that  the  eye  of  this 
law  jealously  watches  the  behaviour  of  the  young,  and 
that  it  stamps  with  its  deepest  reprobation  every  shade 
of  frowardness,  sullenness,  or  obstinacy.  But  it  comes 
with  its  orders  to  do,  as  well  as  to  abstain  from  ;  and, 
guarding  the  mind,  the  lip,  the  hand,  from  positive  evil, 
it  teaches  them  all  to  do  well  in  regard  to  earthly  parents. 
In  such  an  intimacy  of  natures,  mere  domestic  intercourse 
or  indifference  meets  not  the  demands  of  the  case.  No, 
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but  a  state  of  feeling  is  here  enjoined  which  must  be. 
something  more  than  "neither  cold  nor  hot."  Every 
such  affection  behoves  to  be  sobered  with  the  reverential, 
— to  be  warmed  with  the  grateful — to  be  tinged  with  the 
bright  hues  of  the  loving.  In  consulting  parents,  let 
them  be  listened  to  with  deference,  and  in  your  converse 
with  them  let  the  language  of  endearment  be  chastened 
with  modesty — "hearkening  thus  unto  thy  father  that 
begat  thee,"  neither  "  despising  thy  mother  when  she  is 
old."  By  thus  "  showing  piety  at  home"  is  this  enact- 
*ment  yet  farther  fulfilled.  Yea,  and  in  their  absence 
as  in  their  presence,  of  them  as  to  them,  is  a  bridle  to  be 
set  on  the  door  of  the  lip,  lest  you  offend  with  your 
tongues.  Nor  is  the  filial  and  the  affectionate  exemplified 
as  they  can  be,  and  ought,  till  obedience  mark  your 
conduct.  The  command  given  by  parents  may  be  of 
difficult  compliance — it  may  be  so  far  unreasonable — but, 
if  not  sinful,  the  child  is  bound  to  obey  it.  Dare  to 
offend,  and  Solomon  thus  reproves  you  :  "  My  son,  keep 
thy  father's  commandment,  and  forsake  not  the  law  of 
thy  mother."  "  Bind  them  continually  upon  thy  heart, 
and  tie  them  about  thy  neck."  Their  demands  may  be 
repugnant  to  desire,  still  self-denial  must  be  here;  and 
though  peril,  and  labour,  and  fatigue  be  in  the  path,  that 
same  path  must  be  trodden.  "  Go,"  saith  the  father ;  then 
stay  not  or  linger,  O  son  !  "  Come,"  softly  breathes  the 
mother;  then,  void  of  hesitation,  be  it  yours  to  advance, 
0  daughter !  "Do  this,"  say  they ;  and  free  from  the 
step  of  tardiness,  is  that  w^ork  to  be  done.  And  what 
less  than  this  was  done  by  yon  heavenly — yon  Divine 
Son — given  to  desolate  men ;  when,  being  but  twelve 
years  old,  "  He  went  down  with  His  parents,  and  came 
to  Nazareth,  and  was  subject  unto  them?"  As  it  is  with  us 
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and  our  heavenly  Father,  as  it  is  with  us  and  our  blessed 
Saviour,  this  is  the  crowning  test  of  respect  and  honour 
being  cherished.  Children,  saith  Paul,  commenting  on 
this  requirement,  "obey your  parents" — not  partially, not 
in  this  when  inclination  leads,  or  in  that  where  desire 
prompts,  but  in  "all  things;  for  this  is  well-pleasing  unto 
the  Lord/7 

But  with  such  dutifulness  in  sentiment,  in  utterance, 
and  action,  something  yet  more  illustrative  of  honour  than 
even  these  is  required  by  this  gracious  commandment. 
Yes,  within  the  scope  of  its  observance   we   gather  in 
sundry  outgoings  of  it,  which  spring  from  the  age  as  the 
circumstances  of  those  to  whom  it  looks.     If  obedience 
is  the  cardinal  virtue  of  all  children  at  first — effort,  and 
generosity,  and  watchfulness,  come  in  with  their  claims 
ever  after;  aught  of  inattention  here  is  worse  than  in 
civility — aught  of  niggardliness,  more  sinful  than  avarice; 
and,  if  it  can,  a  refusal  to  give  is,  in  such  a  case,  blacker 
than  the  sin  of  ingratitude.    Are  your  parents  in  trouble? 
0  children,  this  law  has  it  that  you  hasten  to  console  and 
relieve  them,  as  without  which  they  are  dishonoured— at 
least  to  stem  the  tide,  if  you  cannot  stop  its  flow.     If  you 
cannot  reach  their  fountain,  at  least  you  can  wipe  the 
tears — if  you  cannot  remove  the  distress,  at  least  you  can 
soften  the  sigh — if  you  cannot  take  off  the  burden,  at  least 
you  may  help  them  to  bear  it,  for  so  does  this  law  demand. 
Ay,  and  the  more  darkly  frowns  the  world  upon  them, 
the  more  sweetly  are  you  to  smile.     Or  are  they  on  beds 
of  languishing'?    Then,  influenced  by  this  inspired  dictate, 
do  you  seat  yourselves,  like  Hope,  by  their  couch — do  you 
smooth,  like  Charity,  their  pillow — while  kindled  up  by 
this,  your  whole  emotional  nature  spans  like  one  rainbow 
the  chamber.     Have  they  been  brought  to  poverty,  or 
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are  they  clown  to  destitution  reduced  ?     Here,  then,  must 
support  be  imparted — then  with  no  stinted  hand  must 
instant  relief  be  conveyed,  where  there  exists  the  merest 
margin  of  giving  ;  and  here  again  look  ye  to  Him  whose 
example  you   are  counselled  to  follow.     Though  in  the 
veriest  of  bodily  agony,  as  of  mental  anguish — though 
nailed  to,  and  bleeding  on  the  cross,  did  Jesus  provide  for 
the  support  and  protection  of  His  disconsolate  parent.    To 
her  He  said,  "Woman,  behold  thy  son/'     To  the  disciple 
He  said,  "  In  her  behold  thy  mother/'     The  dim  eye,  and 
the   furrowed   brow,    and    the    hollow    cheek,   and    the 
shrivelled  limb,  and  the  hoary  head — do  these  bespeak 
how   many   summer's   suns   have   shone   on   them,  and 
winter's  storms  blown  over  them?     Then  this  case  de 
mands  that  filial  affection  which  has  an  arm  to  support 
them,  and  protect  from  that  which  is  nigh — which  has  a 
hand  to  guide  their  tottering  steps,  with  a  heart  to  feel 
for  their  woes*     Nor  is  there  aught  among  scenes  the 
most  lovely  and  touching,  that  can  equal  these  mani 
festations  of  deep  and  of  duteous  regard.     The  hero,  in 
his  pride,  returned  thick  blushing  with  laurels,  is  verily  a 
goodly  sight — and  the  maiden  moving  in  a  galaxy  of 
brightness — herself  the  most  sparkling  star — is  of  all  that 
is  lovely  the  loveliest.     But  to  behold  the  watchful  man- 
grown  son  sustaining  a  widowed  mother,  with  none  else  to 
aid  her — or  to  see  the  sunny-haired  daughter  cautiously 
bearing  up  an  aged  venerable  sire,  with  none  but  herself 
to  cheer  him — these,  beyond  compare,  are  before  all  fame 
and  beauty — before  the  sheen  of  arms — before  the  flush 
of  conquest.     These  illustrate  the  command  in  its  value 
and  gracefulness,  while  they  breathe  the  sweetest  of  all 
fragrance  around  it. 

Now,  brethren,  in  regard  to  these  changes  uttered  by 
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the  voice  of  this  law,  either  by  plainest  inference,  or  in 
most  explicit  terms,  we  know  that  if  the  subjects  of  it  are 
to  think,  and  speak,  and  act,  as  has  been  propounded,  the 
objects  of  it  are  required  by  it  to  possess  certain  and 
sundry  qualifications,  in  order  to  draw  forth  and  retain 
our  heartfelt  and  sincere  esteem.  Mark,  however,  we 
are  speaking  only  of  the  character  of  these  attentions, 
not  of  their  outward  display ;  for  we  dare  not  say  that 
any  unworthiness  in  parents  breaks  the  filial  link,  or 
that  cruelty  in  masters  emancipates  domestics  from 
their  fidelity,  or  that  injustice  in  magistrates  severs  the 
allegiance-tie,  or  that  frailty  in  ministers  justifies  open 
contempt.  But  we  do  say  that  all  moral  obligations  under 
which  God  lays  us  to  every  such  class  of  superiors, 
implies  corresponding  duties  on  their  part,  which  it  is  at 
their  peril  if  they  refuse  to  fulfil.  Indeed,  it  is  only  by 
this  reciprocity  that  order  and  harmony,  peace  and 
prosperity,  are  attained.  By  combining  these  relation 
ships  into  one,  or  by  causing  them  to  follow  in  unbroken 
regularity  together,  we  strengthen  the  claims  of  each,  and 
show  that  God's  ways  are  equal.'  So  find  we  them  thus 
in  consecutive  alliance  in  the  Scriptures.  If  wives  are  to 
be  submissive  to  their  husbands,  husbands  are  imme 
diately  enjoined  to  love  their  wives.  If  children  are  to 
honour  their  parents,  then  are  fathers  not  to  provoke 
them  to  wrath.  If  servants  are  to  obey  their  masters, 
then  masters  are  to  do  the  same  things  unto  them, 
forbearing  threatening,  Still,  as  it  is  not  the  sins  or 
errors,  not  the  faults  or  failings  of  superiors  with  which 
this  "  word"  of  the  Decalogue  is  conversant,  but  simply 
with  the  duties  of  subordinates,  either  in  age,  or  rank,  or 
profession,  we  shall  not  in  this  course  touch  on  the  moral 
incumbencies  which  the  rule  of  all  human  obligation 
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imposes  on  fathers  and  mothers,  on  masters,  on  magis 
trates,  and  ministers,  but  proceed  forthwith  to  the  induce 
ment  held  out  by  our  wise  and  merciful  Governor  to 
keep  this  most  salutary  injunction. 


We  are  to  learn  this  precept,  and  have  respect 
thereto,  and  shape  our  thoughts,  or  measure  our  patience 
by  it  ;  because,  though  having  four  others  in  advance  of  it, 
it  forms  the  "first  commandment  with  promise."  And  this 
promise  must  be  co-extensive  with  the  interpretation  we 
have  given  of  the  precious  statute.  Do  this,  honour  thy 
master,  0  servant!  —  thy  ruler,  0  subject!  —  thy  minister, 
0  worshipper!  —  thy  parents,  0  child!  even  "that  it  may 
be  well  with  you,  and  that  thou  mayest  live  long  on  the 
earth,"  or,  "  that  thy  clays  may  be  long  on  the  land  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee."  As  a  precept  primarily 
Jewish,  this,  in  its  more  general  bearing,  included  the 
territory  promised  to  Abraham,  and  possessed  by  his 
descendants.  To  the  nation  at  large  it  referred,  as  it  did 
to  each  of  its  inhabitants  —  to  every  tribe  it  referred,  as  it 
did  to  each  of  its  single  members.  But  being  rescued 
from  Sinai  when  its  ceremonial  fell,  it  has  been  trans 
planted  on  Calvary,  and  there  it  still  grows  with  its 
healing  leaves  —  with  its  rich-flavoured  fruit.  As  regu 
lating  and  settling  the  relative  position  of  master  and  ser 
vant,  easy  is  it  to  see  that  a  harmony  by  it  is  established, 
without  which  a  house  becomes  divided  against  itself,  and 
so  it  cannot  stand.  By  fearing  the  powers  that  be,  right 
readily  do  we  perceive  that  crime  is  arrested  —  that  tumult 
is  prevented  —  and  so  the  days  of  a  nation  are  prolonged. 
Honouring  as  you  ought  "  the  ambassadors  of  Christ"— 
"the  helpers  of  your  joy"  —  does  their  preaching  become 
more  effective,  and  the  exercise  of  discipline  is  submitted  to, 
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and  the  rules  of  government  maintained — from  the  which, 
how  easy  to  augur  the  stability  and  purity  of  the  church, 
with   its   privileges    continued    to   its   members — their 
abidance  within  its  bowers  being   long.     Yes,  and  by 
honouring   them   in   their   instructions,   reach   we   that 
godliness  to  which  has  been  attached  the  promise  of  this 
life,  as  well  as  that  which   is   to   come.     But   though 
traceable  thus  to  states,  to  families,  and  to  churches,  it 
is  mainly  to  the  safety  of  children  we  are  to  look  for  the 
verification  of  what  a  gracious  God  has  engaged  for. 
The  young  are  overtaken  with  accidents  from  fire,  from 
water,    precipices,    or    pit-falls,   which,   if   obedient    to 
parents,  they  had  never  approached,  and  so  far,  speaking 
after  man's  manner,  their  lives  would  have  been  saved. 
The  forward  among  them  raise  up  a  repugnancy  against 
themselves,  which   excludes  them  from  honourable  em 
ployment,  and  so  are  they  reduced  to  starvation,  and  are 
cut  off  iii  the  midst  of  their  days  ;  while  the  respectful 
and  tractable — gained  by  attention  to  parents — are  pro 
moted  to  stations  of  trust  and  emolument  in  the  world, 
which,  so  far  as  comfort  extends,  go  to  lengthen  their 
lives.     Yes,  before  they  enter  on  the  stage  of  active  exis 
tence,   and   that   forthcoming   trials   be   sustained,   and 
unneeded    temptations    avoided  —  let    the    children    or 
nephews   of  widows  learn  first  to  show  piety  at  home, 
and  to  requite  their  parents;  "for  it  is  good  and  accept 
able  before  God."     In  onward  life,  guided  by  parental 
counsel,  opening  manhood  is  seen,  temperate,  moderate, 
chaste — virtues  which  form  the  basement  of  all-continued 
success,  and  the  very  surest  guarantees  of  health,  and 
strength,  and  vigour  ;  while  they  "who  despise  the  law  of 
their  mother,"  and  are  given  to  rioting,  and  drunkenness, 
and  such  like,  may  expect  the  day  of  their  death  to  come 
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suddenly  upon  them.     It  is  here  and  thus  that  the  retri 
butive  justice  of  Jehovah  is  so  palpably  apparent  in  the 
diseases,  the  imprisonment,  the  banishment,  the  desola 
tion,  the  premature  and  appalling  deaths  of  those,  who, 
while   under   their   roofs,  were   the  hated   and   hateful 
despisers  both  of  fathers  and  mothers.     Ah !  how  often 
have  we  seen — what  haply  we  too  seldom  have  read — 
"  Whoso  curseth  his  father  or  his  mother,  his  lamp  shall 
be  put  out  in  obscure  darkness !"     But  in  the  absence  of 
such  a  malediction,  who  does  not  recognise  the  presence 
of  the  blessing  1    With  one  who  wrote  well,  and  saw  far  on 
every  theological  subject,  "  I  do  not  believe  that  miracles 
are  wrought  for  the  reward  of  filial  duty;  neither  will  I 
say  that  purer  gales  breathe  to  preserve  its  health,  nor 
that  softer  suns  arise,  or  more  timely  rains  descend  to 
mature  its  harvest,  nor  that  more  propitious  winds  blow 
to  waft  its  ships  home  in  safety.     But  I  will  say  that  on 
the  tide  of  Providence  multiplied  blessings  are  borne  into 
its  possession,  which  are  often  of  high  importance ;  which 
altogether  constitute  a  rich  proportion   of  prosperity/' 
Yes,  attributable  to  this  juvenile  meekness,  these  children 
inherit  the  earth;  and  not  only  are  their  days  prolonged, 
but,  according  to  the  apostolic  paraphrase,  it  "goes  well" 
with  them  during  their  brief  continuance.     Ay,  and  as 
the  land  of  promise  symbolised  the  heavenly  Canaan, 
this  motive  becomes  intensified  when  we  look  beyond  the 
grave.     In  that  state  the  froward,  the  contentious,  the 
disobedient  have  no  lot  or  portion.     With  them  love  has 
vanished,  and  gratitude  has  expired,  and  doggedness  has 
hardened,  and   passion  distorted,  and   hatred  dried  up 
every  well-spring  of  the  soul.     With  them  no  ray  of  light 
is  to  gladden — no  feeling  of  the  heart  to  dignify — no 
generous  influence  to  refine  them — and  how  can  "this 
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generation,  which  curse  their  father,  and  do  not  bless  their 
mother" — how  can  they  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven1? 
Verily,  their  days  shall  not  be  prolonged,  for  that  land 
shall  never  be  given  them.  But  here  it  is  we  seek  for, 
and  gain  more  than  a  compensation  for  this  life,  when  the 
filial  and  dutiful  are  taken,  even  in  their  youthful  days. 
From  scenes  that  now  are  we  follow  them  to  those  which 
shall  be.  In  that  happy  land,  of  all  the  loveliest,  and  of 
all  the  best — a  land  bequeathed  to  believers — shall  the 
days  of  those  who,  during  their  brief  pilgrimage  here, 
have  been  observant  of  this  law  be  many,  many,  many. 
And  brightened  with  holiness,  and  radiant  with  celestial 
joy,  with  them  it  "  will  be  well" — if  glory,  and  honour,  and 
immortality  are  well — and  that  for  ever  and  ever.  "And  if 
the  years  that  would  have  been  spent  on  earth  are  spent 
in  heaven,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  promise  fails  of  its 
fulfilment — God  is  certainly  as  good  as  His  word,  when  He 
is  better." 

Be  it  ours,  then,  dear  brethren,  as  we  are  respectively 
placed,  to  observe  this  most  righteous  and  far-extending 
decree.  By  it  we  preserve  that  bond  which  engirds  the 
whole  social  community.  By  it  we  draw  up  to  their 
tuneful  tension  the  cords  of  its  huge  instrument,  so  that 
it  sweetly  plays.  By  attending  to  it,  every  member  of 
Christ's  mystical  body  bears  His  own  part,  and  performs 
His  own  proper  function.  This  it  is  that  preserves  order 
throughout  the  families  of  a  state,  while  it  maintains  the 
moral  majesty  of  nations.  By  it  are  superiors  warned 
against  tyranny  and  haughtiness,  by  it  are  inferiors 
cautioned  against  discontentment,  while  equals  by  it  are 
guarded  against  contempt.  But,  as  more  directly  bearing 
on  the  feelings  and  practice  of  children,  them  I  would  urge 
to  its  sacred  observance  by  every  just  and  every  generous 
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motive.     Let  them  only  and  ever  recall  what  they  owe 
to  them  they  are  here  commanded  to  honour.     Let  them 
ask  themselves  from  whom  have  we  derived  our  existence? 
from  whom,  under  Providence,  much  that  makes  it  a 
blessing?     Who   was   it  that   for   us  in  infancy  spent 
sleepless  nights  and  wearisome  days  that  we  might  repose 
in  safety  1     When  sick,  who  was  it  that  tended  us  \  when 
grieved,  who  was  it  that  soothed  us  ?  when  happy,  who 
was  it  that  smiled  over  our  youthful  joys  ?     Who  was 
it  that  toiled  by  hand  or  by  brain  for  our  bread  ?     Who 
was  it  that  wrought  to  clothe,  to  shelter,  and  to  nourish 
us  ?     Who  was  it  that  instructed  and  admonished  us,  and 
prayed  day  by  day  continually  that  God  Almighty  would 
bless  us,  that  Christ  His  Son  would  save  us,  that  the 
Spirit  would  sanctify  our  souls  1     Ay,  and  how  quickly 
does  memory  make  that  reply  which  swells  every  pulse  of 
the  bosom !     Then,  by  all  this  anxiety  felt — all  this  effort 
put  forth — all  this  solicitude  evinced,  and  these  so  con 
tinuously,  too,  for  your  bodies,  your  souls,  your  outward 
estate  in  the  world — verily,  are  ye  children,  of  every  class 
and  age,  bound  to  honour  your  fathers  and  your  mothers, 
so  long  as  they  live,  and  to  cherish  a  grateful  and  a  sacred 
remembrance  of  them  after  they  are  no  more,  even  to  the 
hour  which  brings  you  to  partake  of  their  rest.    Neither  let 
any  of  us  forget  that  the  relationships  here  presupposed 
have  been  appropriated  to  indicate  those  which  God  has 
been  pleased  to  originate  between  himself  and  mankind. 
And  let  us  be  reminded  again,  that  an  observance  of  what 
has  been  now  propounded,  so  far  proves  a  hallowed  respect 
for  that  same  fellowship  which  binds  earth  to  heaven — such 
a  love  for  those  we  have  seen  augurating  a  similar  affec 
tion  for  Him  who  is  the  Invisible.    Yes,  and  of  all  beings, 
the  glorious   Godhead  is  worthy  of  the   most  exalted 


ENACTMENT  THE  FIFTH.  183 

honour.  As  the  blessed  and  only  Potentate,  to  Him  let 
our  loyalty  extend — as  the  Master  to  whom  we  are  en 
gaged,  let  us  serve  Him  with  fidelity  of  heart,  as  with  all 
readiness  of  mind.  As  our  Great  High  Priest  in  yon 
upper  sanctuary,  Him  let  us  reverence  while  offering 
our  worship  through  Him,  and  securing  His  most  potent 
intercession.  And  as  our  compassionate  Father  in  heaven, 
Him  be  it  ours  to  fear,  to  love,  to  obey.  Thus  shall  we 
transpose  the  opening  of  the  second  into  the  body  of  the 
first  great  commandment,  so  that  whatever  we  do  in  word 
or  deed,  while  respecting  it,  we  shall  do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God.  Nor  will  these  relative  duties  to  man  be  performed 
the  less  punctually  and  pleasingly,  neither  will  they  be 
less  acceptable  to  our  Judge,  when,  in  unison  with  all  the 
reverence  we  owe  to  our  neighbour,  we  peal  forth  this 
doxology  of  Creation, — "  Saying,  blessing,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  power  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen." 


(Knattnwil  tjjc 
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OTHOU  Ruler  of  the  universe !  to  Thee  would  we  lift  up  our  souls.  We 
would  see  Thee  in  Thy  justice  and  Thy  might,  clothed  in  glory  and 
honour.  May  we  never  forget  that  out  of  heaven  Thou  hast  spoken,  and 
that  Thy  call  has  been  even  to  the  children  of  men.  O  Lord,  our  righteous 
Judge !  too  often  have  we  disregarded  these  Thy  high  requirements.  Too 
often  have  we  violated  these  laws  of  Thine,  which  are  holy,  just,  and  good. 
Gracious  God !  behold  us,  we  pray  Thee,  in  the  face  of  Him  in  whom  Thou 
seest  no  iniquity  in  Jacob,  neither  perverseness  in  Israel ;  and  for  His  sake  be 
merciful  to  our  unrighteousnesses,  and  blot  out  our  countless  transgressions. 
Give  us  wisdom  to  discern  the  majesty  of  Thy  commandments,  and  strength 
from  on  high  to  obey  them.  Enable  us,  especially  now,  and  ever  after, 
by  all  lawful  means  to  preserve  from  danger  the  lives  which  Thou  hast  given. 
May  we  banish  every  gloomy  thought,  may  we  resist  every  wicked  tempta 
tion,  may  we  curb  every  violent  passion,  may  we  abstain  from  every  practice 
which  tends  to  shorten  our  days.  Enable  us  thus  to  combat  our  spiritual 
adversary,  and  not  give  place  to  the  devil.  And,  O  Lord !  in  regard  to 
others,  may  we  never  hate,  never  reproach,  never  contend ;  but  may  we 
harbour  that  charity  which  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind.  By  Thy  Spirit  teach 
us  that  love  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour,  and  that  whoso  loveth  is  begotten 
of  Thee,  for  Thou  thyself  art  love.  In  the  exercise  of  this  attribute,  we  pray 
that  Thou  wouldst  hear  us,  and  forgive  us,  and  bless  us,  for  the  sake  of 
Christ.  Amen. 


1  JOHN  iii.  1-15. 

1.  Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that 
we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God :  therefore  the  world  knoweth  us  not, 
because  it  knew  Him  not. 

2.  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what 
we  shall  be :  but  we  know  that,  when  He  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  Him : 
for  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is. 

3.  And  every  man  tliat  hath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himself,  even  as 
He  is  pure. 
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4.  Whosoever  committeth  sin  transgresseth  also  the  law :  for  sin  is  the 
transgression  of  the  law. 

5.  And  ye  know  that  He  was  manifested  to  take  away  our  sins ;  and  in 
Him  is  no  sin. 

6.  Whosoever  abideth  in  Him  sinneth  not :  whosoever  sinneth  hath  not 
seen  Him,  neither  known  Him. 

7.  Little  children,  let  no  man  deceive  you  :  he  that  doeth  righteousness  is 
righteous,  even  as  He  is  righteous. 

8.  He  that  committeth  sin  is  of  the  devil ;  for  the  devil  sinneth  from  the 
beginning.     For  this  purpose  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that  He  might 
destroy  the  works  of  the  devil. 

9.  Whosoever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin  ;  for  His  seed  remaineth 
in  him  :  and  he  cannot  sin,  because  he  is  born  of  God. 

10.  In  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifest,  and  the  children  of  the  devil : 
whosoever  doeth  not  righteousness  is  not  of  God,  neither  he  that  loveth  not 
his  brother. 

11.  For  this  is  the  message  that  ye  heard  from  the  beginning,  that  we 
should  love  one  another. 

12.  Not  as  Cain,  who  was  of  that  wicked  one,  and  slew  his  brother.     And 
wherefore  slew  he  him  ?     Because  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  brother's 
righteous. 

13.  Marvel  not,  my  brethren,  if  the  world  hate  you. 

14.  We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love 
the  brethren.     He  that  loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in  death. 

15.  Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer :  and  ye  know  that  no 
murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him. 


PARAPHRASE  xlix.  7-10. 

LOVE  no  unseemly  carriage  shows,  Love  still  shall  hold  an  endless  reign 

Nor  selfishly  confin'd ;  In  earth  and  heav'n  above, 

She  glows  with  social  tenderness,  When  tongues  shall  cease,  and  pro- 

And  feels  for  all  mankind.  And  every  gift  but  love,  [phetsfail, 

Love  beareth  much,  much  she  believes,  Here  all  our  gifts  imperfect  are  ; 

And  still  she  hopes  the  best ;  But  better  days  draw  nigh, 

Love  meekly  suffers  many  a  wrong,  When  perfect  light  shall  pour  its  rays, 

Though  sore  with  hardship  press'd.  And  all  those  shadows  fly. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  13. 
"And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,     .     .     .     Thou  shalt  not  kill." 

BRETHREN, — A  saying  of  David's  was  this,  "  0  Lord ! 
Thy  commandment  is  exceeding  broad."  And  never 
spoke  lie  more  truth  within  a  shorter  compass.  A  truth 
it  is  which  every  faculty  we  have  tends  to  verify  and 
illustrate.  When  we  meditate  on  the  law,  it  flashes  on 
our  mental  cognition — when  we  take  note  of  its  practice 
in  others,  observation  fully  confirms  it — while  to  the  con 
clusions  of  these,  experience  pronounces,  Amen.  The 
older  the  world  grows,  the  farther  it  progresses  in  virtue, 
or  the  farther  it  retrogrades  into  crime,  the  more  apparent 
beams  out  the  full  light  of  God's  every  legal  requirement. 
True,  the  axe  is  first  laid  by  it  to  the  root  of  the  loftiest, 
the  most  poisonous  tree  of  transgression,  but,  not  satisfied 
with  this  stroke,  it  repeats  it  on  every  sappling,  till  the 
entire  offspring  is  felled.  True,  this  legal  falchion  first 
smites  the  hated  parent,  but  no  sooner  has  it  done  so  than 
it  deals  out  its  deadly  blows  upon  every  iniquitous 
descendant.  While  by  this  grand  discerner  crime  is 
classified  into  impiety,  or  profanity,  or  cruelty,  or  in 
justice,  or  falsehood,  or  uncleanness,  it  includes  the  very 
least  offence ;  nor  will  it  suffer  to  go  either  guiltless  or 
scatheless  whatever  looks  in  the  direction,  or  savours  by 
the  merest  of  sin.  While  its  authoritative  mandate 
debars  us  from  every  kind  of,  and  all  kindred  offences  of 
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whatsoever  character  or  complexion,  its  obvious,  though 
not  expressed  demand,  embraces  the  opposite  duty.  So 
that,  while  with  the  one  hand  the  Decalogue  restrains 
from  any  one  class  of  delinquencies,  with  the  other  it 
opens  the  door  to  the  practice  of  all  that  is  pious,  all  that 
is  just,  and  of  good  report  among  men.  " Broad"  then, 
must  that  commandment  be  which  tells  us  what  we  are 
to  shun  as  well  as  what  to  embrace,  throughout  the  whole 
course  of  our  conduct.  Furthermore,  if  we  add  to  this 
the  fields  it  perambulates,  and  the  spheres  it  circumscribes, 
of  sentiment,  of  disposition,  and  of  motive,  we  shall  find 
it  possessed  of  a  length  which  is  immeasurable,  as  it  is  of 
an  unfathomable  depth.  No  recess  is  there  of  the  heart 
which  it  does  not  enter,  and  around  which  it  does  not 
peer.  No  chamber  is  there  of  it  which  it  does  not  visit 
and  examine,  not  as  guest,  but  as  master.  No  inclination 
is  there  of  the  lip  ta  enunciate  what  is  passing  within, 
before  which  it  does  not  hold  up  its  warning  finger,  which 
it  either  does  not  suppress,  or  give  out  its  tolerance  to 
utter.  Not  one  action  of  the  life  is  there  which  it  does 
not  claim  to  review,  either  to  approve  or  condemn.  Nor 
is  there  a  position,  or  a  circumstance  in  time,  in  place, 
or  in  manner,  which  this  delegated  inspector,  the  law, 
does  not  watch,  and  on  it  decide.  Wisely,  then,  and  well, 
sung  the  sweet  Psalmist  of  Israel,  when  he  uttered  this 
solemn  truth,  "  Thy  commandment,  0  Lord  !  is  exceed 
ing  broad." 

Guided  by  this  licence  of  interpretation,  this  right 
orthodox  doctrine,  we  have  essayed  to  explain  what  is 
comprehended  under  each  of  the  directions  preceding  the 
sixth  of  the  successive  fraternity.  And  under  favour  of 
this  latitude,  we  are  to  enter  on  a  consideration  of  that 
awful  crime  which  our  text  so  pointedly  forbids.  It  is 
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not  so  mucli  the  direct  act  of  murder  we  are  to  expose  in 
presence  of  such  an  audience,  or  beneath  such  eyes  as  may 
glance  over  these  pages.  This  we  might  do  in  the  felon's 
cell,  or  in  the  bandit's  cave,  or  on  the  pirate's  deck,  and 
be  in  keeping  when  we  did  so.  But  not  for  one  moment 
are  we  to  surmise  that  any  such  characters  are  either 
addressed  or  written  to.  We  do  not  imagine  that  any 
such  deed  is  by  the  farthest  contemplated  by  any  one 
hearing  this  voice,  or  that  any  such  mischief  is  plotting 
by  any  one  heart  beating  in  a  Christian  assembly,  or 
encouraging  the  religious  press.  Less  still  are  we 
warranted  in  suspecting  that  any  Cain-hand  foul  with 
blood  will  ever  hold  this  volume.  Eight  seldom,  in 
sooth,  can  the  base,  the  black,  the  deliberate  murderer 
appear  in  the  house  of  God.  An  effrontery  this,  could  it 
brave  the  gaze  of  man,  that  would  shrink  from  the 
presence  of  the  heart-searching  God..  And  to  charge  any 
reader  with  such  daring  atrocity,  or  in  design,  or  actual 
deed,  would  be  to  evoke  the  indignant  reply,  "  What!  is 
thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  great  thing  V9 

But,  though  this  may  be  one  great  verity,  there  are 
various  degrees  of  that  startling  sin  from  the  which  this 
precept  debars  every  soul  of  man,  of  the  Jew  first,  and 
also  of  the  Gentile,  as  it  may  exist  in  different  stages.  As 
in  human  law  the  mode  and  the  motive  give  the  name  to 
the  offence,  and  modify  the  criminality  with  its  punish 
ment,  so  is  it  with  the  requirements  unbosomed  in  this 
great  law.  There  be  suicide,  as  well  as  murder — there  be 
culpable  homicide,  as  well  as  feloniously  killing — there 
be  manslaughter  as  well  as  malice  prepense;  and  as  these 
assign  the  degree  of  guilt,  so  under  this  dismal  name  we 
have  a  whole  category  of  sentiments  and  feelings,  as  we 
have  undoubtedly  of  actions,  which  may  lead  to  the  fatal 
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blow,  or  which  savour  of  a  murderous  malignity;  and 
these,  too,  bear  reference  alike  to  our  neighbour  and  our 
selves.  On  some  of  these,  the  less  obvious,  but  no  less  actual 
violations  of  this  commandment,  be  it  ours  at  this  present 
to  discourse.  And  the  more  needed  is  this,  since  thousands, 
who  shudder  at  the  bare  imagination  of  extinguishing  the 
flame  of  human  life,  remorselessly  indulge  in  passions,  or 
ignorantly  follow  courses  which  this  statute  of  the  Lord, 
with  its  expansive  meaning,  condemns.  These  courses 
naturally  and  necessarily  branch  out  — 

I.  To  what  is  prejudicial  to  the  life  of  others  ;  and 

II.  To  what  produces  an  evil  influence  on  our  own. 
This  done,  we  shall  glance  in  conclusion  at  their  pre 

vention  or  cure.  And  may  the  Lord  be  with  us,  and  His 
Holy  Spirit! 


Though  this  law  is  without  exception,  still, 
long  before  its  promulgation,  authority  had  been  granted 
to  cut  short  the  life  of  the  inferior  animals.  This  was  to 
be  done,  however,  only  under  certain  limitations.  Let 
the  creature  be  annoying,  or  dangerous,  or  injurious,  then 
might  it  be  destroyed.  Let  it  furnish  materials  for 
clothing,  for  food,  or  any  other  convenience  to  man,  then 
might  it  be  slain.  But,  void  of  these,  the  law  lifts 
its  voice  against  taking  what  the  Creator  alone  can 
give.  Yea,  and  in  food,  and  shelter,  and  labour,  and 
treatment,  "  a  righteous  man"  will  ever  regard  the  "  life 
of  his  beast;"  and  enactments  against  cruelty  to  animals 
are  libels  on  any  country.  Clearly,  however,  does  the 
special  reference  of  our  text  apply  to  the  life  of  man. 
And  this,  as  upholding  the  framework  erected  for  God's 
own  image,  is  before  all  earthly  vitality  the  most  valu- 
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able,  and  is  here  protected  by  the  most  peremptory 
mandate  of  Heaven.  While  the  spirit  of  the  beast  goeth 
downward,  that  of  a  man,  going  upward,  returneth  to 
the  God  who  gave  it.  Ah!  a  solemnity  is  this  which 
conjoins  the  mortal  to  immortality,  and  stamps  human 
life  with  an  importance  which  eternity  alone  shall  unfold. 
How  fearful,  then,  must  that  crime  be  which  hurries  a 
soul  unprepared  before  the  bar  of  its  Judge ! 

Still,  life  has  been  taken  by  public  legislative  appoint 
ment.     As  Creator,  Jehovah  alone  has  a  right  to  withdraw 
it — to  kill,  if  He  made  alive.     As  Lawgiver,  He  did  ordain 
that  the  wizard,  the  blasphemer,  the  Sabbath -breaker 
should  be  stoned  to  death.     But  no  warranty  is  this  for 
man  to  go  and  do  likewise,  or,  Draco-like,  to  deluge  the 
statute-book  with  blood.     Where  capital  punishment  ob 
tains,  surely  the  safest  course,  as  well  as  the  most  humane, 
is  to  compress  it  within  the  very  narrowest  bounds  com 
patible  with  moral  justice  and  the  public  weal.     This,  at 
least,  both  the  mind  of  God  and  the  great  sentiment  of 
humanity  concur  in  not  repealing,  even   that   "  whoso 
sheddeth  man's  blood  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed/' 
But  whatever  is  more  than  this,   looking  to  the  sixth 
commandment,  I  fear  me,  cometh  of  evil;  and  a  nation 
like  ours  does  well  ever  and  anon  to  revise  its  penal  code. 
Yes,  and  an  accountable  government  like  ours,  and  a 
free  people  like  ourselves,  do  better  to  use  all  caution, 
and  discretion,   and  long-suffering  in  our  international 
relationships.     Enlinked  with  the  interests  of  others,  but 
still  having  something  distinctive,  one  state  looks  with  a 
keen  and  jealous  eye  at  the  movements  and  advances  of 
every  other ;  and  in  our  native  selfishness  are  we  ever 
ready  to  dispute,   to  retard,   or  to  avenge  whatever  we 
deem  either  prejudicial  or  derogatory.     Hence  arise  wars, 
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and  hence  go  forth  their  rumours.  Ah !  and  if  any  by  their 
rashness,  or  their  ambition,  or  their  covetousness,  or  their 
pride,  dojirst  provoke  hostilities,  verily,  as  a  people,  they 
are  not  innocent  of  this  great  transgression.  Yea,  a  trans 
gression  this  is ;  and  what  can  be  so  great  as  to  evoke  the 
demon  of  war?  By  it  have  unknown  hosts  been  alienated 
from  God,  from  Christ,  from  humanity.  Its  breath  scathes 
every  bud  of  tenderness,  its  touch  withers  every  blossom 
of  the  bosom.  It  has  wasted  fields,  levelled  palaces, 
crumbled  temples  to  the  dust,  and  laid  whole  cities  in 
ashes.  It  has  dissevered  every  tie  of  nature,  leaving 
widows  and  orphans  to  curse  its  ruthless  hand.  Heaven 
deals  its  thunderbolts,  and  some  perish  by  their  stroke 
-the  billows  may  awaken  and  engulf  their  hapless 
victims — the  volcano  may  send  forth  its  fumes,  and 
flames,  and  streams  of  fire,  so  that  countries  are  devastated 
around  it — the  earth  may  open  its  mouth,  and  swallow 
its  devoted  prey — and  pestilence  may  rage,  and  famine 
may  enfeeble  and  destroy — and  all  this,  though  righteous 
judgment,  is  but  as  small  dust  of  calamity  when  weighed 
against  the  mountains  of  war.  These  may  have  taken 
their  thousands,  or  tens  of  thousands,  but  this  huge 
spoiler  of  nations,  this  giant  offspring  of  sin,  has  slain  its 
countless  millions ! 

But,  and  if  this  be,  what  shall  we  say  to  that  rapacity, 
that  love  of  dominion,  that  thirst  for  conquest,  which 
have  ofttimes  before,  and  recently  again,  set  the  whole 
world  in  a  blaze  ?  How  shall  we  sufficiently  execrate 
those  despots,  who,  to  aggrandise  their  territories,  and 
strengthen  their  tyranny,  and  put  all  Europe  under  their 
feet,  have  let  loose  the  hounds  of  war,  and  poured  out 
blood  like  water  ?  What  colours  can  paint  that  iniquity 
which,  despite  of  all  remonstrance,  and  right,  and  reason, 
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and  long-suffering,  rushed  out  to  wholesale  slaughter,  and 
which  now  stands  chargeable  with  the  life  of  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands,  whose  graves  are  not  yet  green  ? 
Verily,  a  blood-guiltiness  is  here  which  mocks  all  else  we 
can  contrast  with  it,  and  which  pales  every  tinge  before 
us.  Verily,  a  blood-guiltiness  is  here  which  no  waters  can 
wash  away,  no  tears  of  remorse  extenuate,  no  disease, 
no  death  atone  for.  A  blood-guiltiness  is  here  which,  if 
wiped  away  at  all,  must  only  so  be  because  there  is  a 
blood  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin.  Yes,  wage  aggressive 
warfare  who  may,  on  their  heads  must  rest  the  misery, 
the  wounds,  the  pains,  the  distresses,  the  instant  and 
lingering  deaths  that  ensue  from  their  unsheathing  the 
sword.  Appear  these  must  as  the  gauntest,  the  most 
gloomy,  the  most  ferocious,  and  atrocious  murderers  the 
sun  of  heaven  can  look  on.  And  when  they  have  gone 
to  their  place,  methinks  the  multitudes  there  whom  their 
wreckless  ambition,  their  grinding  avarice,  or  their  relent 
less  wrath  had  given  no  space  for  repentance — that  these 
will  raise  a  howl  against  them  which  will  ring  through 
the  caverns  of  hell  to  augment  their  torturing  anguish ! 
Ah !  and  roam  where  they  may,  far  as  the  dungeon 
extends,  will  be  flashing  before  them  in  letters  of  fire  and 
blood  that  very  commandment  of  mercy  which  they  have 
remorselessly  broken. 

Still,  on  deeds  that  prove  fatal  to  the  life  of  our  neigh 
bour,  and  which  the  heart's  deceitfulness  may  justify,  time 
was,  in  our  military,  and  even  our  civil  annals,  when 
challenges  were  frequent,  to  meet  in  deadly  combat.  This 
rude  remnant  of  a  ruder  age  was  deemed  romantic  and 
chivalrous,  and  the  giddy  world's  applause  concealed  its 
moral  odiousness.  This  practice  of  vindicating  honour, 
or  avenging  fancied  insults,  is,  we  rejoice  to  think,  now 
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much  diminished,  and  is  rapidly  on  the  decrease  among 
us.  Our  heart's  desire  is,  that  it  speedily  cease,  and 
never  more  revive — expiring  itself,  instead  of  slaying 
others.  For,  verily,  where  it  is,  there  be  the  deadly 
design — there  be  the  lethal  weapon — and  though  each 
combatant  escape,  both  have  harboured  the  intent  to  kill. 
And  if  this  be  not  murder,  never  has  the  deed  condemned 
the  soul  to  be  cut  off  from  its  people.  Oh!  on  all  such 
odious  meetings  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  indignantly  set — 
against  all  such  His  voice  is  sternly  raised — over  all  such 
His  law  keeps  watch  and  ward,  breathing  out  this  solemn 
demand,  "  Thou  shalt  not  kill." 

But,  brethren,  in  probing  this  moral  wound  with  the 
sharp-pointed  instrument  found  in  the  ark  of  the  cove 
nant,  or  in  tracing  the  origin  of  the  sin  with  this  discerner 
of  the  intents  and  thoughts  of  the  heart,  the  root  of  the 
mischief  is  discovered  to  be  lurking  and  deep-seated  there. 
From  the  overt  act  itself,  whether  in  light  or  darkness — 
whether  by  war,  assassination,  or  challenge,  we  descend 
to  the  secret  cause.  In  the  hidden  chambers  of  the  mind 
find  we  the  grim  banditti — yea,  in  the  caves  of  that  heart 
from  which  proceed  all  murders.  Ah!  and  they  know 
little  of  themselves  who  have  no  fear  of  being  overtaken 
with  faults  in  fading  akin  to  this  dismal  outrage — who 
have  no  suspicion  of  that  old  leaven  of  malice  which  may 
raise  the  whole  soul  to  revenge.  To  be  pointed,  not  per 
sonal  here,  how  ready  are  we  all  under  provocations  to 
harbour  a  spirit  whose  cry  ever  is,  "  avenge  me  on  mine 
adversary !"  We  enter  the  lists  of  life  with  another  com 
petitor  for  favour,  more  successful  than  we,  how  quickly 
is  jealousy  awakened.  Suddenly  excited  by  an  insult — 
or  smarting  under  calumnious  reports — or  suffering  from 
neglect,  or  treachery,  or  unkindness,  how  ready  is  irritation 
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to  arise  and  rage  like  a  tempest,  or  boil  as  billows  within 
us!     Ah!  how  liable  then  to  express,  to  exact,  or  inflict 
what  calm  judgment  cannot  approve — how  sure  to  be 
angry,  but  alas!  not  without  sinning !     In  their  vigorous 
and   vicious   retaliations,  how   many  forget  that  "ven 
geance  is  mine,  and  I  will  repay,  saith  the  Lord !"     And 
what  is  this  but  the  demon  in  embryo  which  has  glutted 
its  appetite  with  the  blood  of  babes,  the  blood  of  women, 
and  men?    And  what  do  we  thus  with  such  passions,  but 
violate  these  Scriptures  which  say,  "  Thou  shalt  not  hate 
thy  brother  in  thine  heart;  thou  shalt  not  avenge,  nor 
bear  any  grudge  against  the  children  of  thy  people  :  I 
am  the  Lordl"     And  more  daring  still,  what  do  we  thus 
but  incur  a  charge  which  we  tremble  to  prefer  against 
any ;  biit  which  the  mildest  of  Christ's  apostles  makes 
when   he  affirms,   "Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a 
murderer ;  and  ye  know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal 
life  abiding  in  him  1 "   Verily,  verily,  this  is  a  hard  saying, 
who  can  bear  it  ?     Yet,  borne  it  must  be,  and  pondered, 
and  admitted,  and  remembered,  and  acted  on  by  all  who 
would  measure  the  length  of  this  Sinaiatic  debarment. 

If  this  beneficially  keen-sighted,  and  beneficently  jealous 
commandment  takes  cognisance  of  sentiment  and  feeling, 
well  may  we  expect  that  it  will  not  ignore  expression. 
This  is  one  step  nearer  the  tragic  conclusion — a  yet 
farther  expansion  this  of  those  seeds  whose  most  rank 
and  luxuriant  growth  is  found  in  the  shedding  of  blood. 
This  flame  of  anger  not  only  burns  out,  but  it  is  fanned 
by  being  uttered,  and  ofttimes  ends  in  strife.  And  what 
can  tell  the  dismal  results  of  contention  1  Nothing  but  the 
annals  of  crime.  Yes,  like  the  letting  out  of  waters  from 
a  narrow  aperture  at  first,  at  last  what  a  deluging  flood — 
from  a  gentle  breeze  at  first,  at  last  what  an  horrible  tern- 
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pest — from  a  trivial  evil  at  first,  at  last  what  a  deep,  what 
an  irreparable  devastation !  Wrath  is  heated  up  to  insult, 
and  insult  goads  on  to  strife.  Whosoever  is  angry  to  this 
extent  against  his  brother  is  truly  in  danger  of  the  judg 
ment,  and  whosoever,  to  inflame  and  to  madden,  shall  cry 
out  to  another,  "Thou  fool!"  is  assuredly  in  danger  of 
hell-fire — a  fire  more  terrific  by  far  than  that  which 
burned  on  the  mountain  from  which  the  commandment 
was  given. 

Comparing  ourselves  by  what  is  here  enjoined,  we  must 
not  conceal  the  possibility  of  effecting  by  a  process  what 
we  shrink  from  when  done  as  an  act.  Life  may  not  be 
violently  wrenched  from  us,  and  yet  its  energies  may  be 
prematurely  weakened,  and  its  pulse-beat  stopped  in  its 
midst.  What  one  gush  may  not  bear  down,  continued 
droppings  may  sap  and  wear  away.  Yes,  and  so  is  it, 
we  ween,  that  the  face  of  this  law  frowns  darkly  on  what 
ever  oppresses  the  body,  or  breaks  down  the  spirit  of  our 
neighbour.  It  looks  with  anything  but  complacency  on 
the  tax-master  who  exacts  more  than  strength  can 

o 

endure,  or  any  reason  demand,  and  who  with  it  all  gives 
scanty,  meagre  fare.  Its  brow  darkens  when  it  turns 
to  unnatural  parents,  who  are  ever  provoking  their  chil 
dren  to  wrath,  and  saith,  "  As  for  his  father,  because  he 
cruelly  oppressed,  lo,  even  he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity!" 
Its  eye  shoots  forth  a  scathing  glance  on  any,  wherever 
they  be,  who,  to  feed  their  luxuriousness,  and  maintain 
high  state,  take  small  account  of  their  servants — who 
care  not  though  these  suffocate  in  unhealthy  hovels,  pro 
vided  they  have  their  halls — care  not  though  these  be  in 
rags,  if  they  only  be  clothed  in  purple — care  not  how  long 
these  watch,  if  they  only  secure  their  slumbers.  But  as 
science  and  art  are  now  seen  in  their  index — manufacture 
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— we  must  be  definite  here.  Wherever,  then,  inducements 
are  held  out  to  engage  in  employments  whose  tendency  in 
any  wise  is  to  impair  health  or  shorten  the  days  of  the 
employed,  the  utmost  precaution  is  by  the  statute  of 
mercifulness  enjoined.  Wherever  workers  of  any  age,  as 
of  either  sex,  are  exposed  to  danger  or  disease  from  an 
overheated  or  foul  atmosphere,  which  might  be  tempered 
and  made  more  pure — or  to  gaseous,  inflammable  bodies, 
which  might  be  more  clearly  dispelled — or  to  ships  which 
might  be  made  firmer,  or  on  a  better  construction — or  to 
houses  that  might  be  more  commodious  and  healthful — 
blameworthiness  is  by  masters  incurred.  Or  wherever 
too  much  labour  is  exacted,  or  hours  too  long  demanded, 
or  remuneration  too  small  for  its  production  paid — in 
these  and  all  like  cases,  such  a  culpable  disregard  of 
human  life  is  evinced,  as  to  call  forth  the  reprobation  of 
this  conservative  enactment.  And  the  meaning  of  Israel's 
leader  is  borne  out  by  Israel's  prophet,  when  he  indig 
nantly  asks,  in  the  name  of  Him  who  rules,  "  What  mean 
ye,  that  ye  beat  my  people  to  pieces,  and  grind  the  faces 
of  the  poor?  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."  But  the  darkest, 
deepest  scowl  of  this  enactment  is  reserved  for  the  keeper 
of  slaves.  No  trade,  no  traffic  like  this  on  the  earth  for 
curtailing  the  existence  of  man.  0!  it  taxes,  it  tears, 
it  forces,  it  punishes,  it  fetters,  it  lashes,  it  bruises,  it 
torments,  it  cuts,  it  kills,  and  all  without  impunity,  as 
it  does  without  remorse.  The  body  it  wounds,  the  soul 
it  wounds,  the  affections  it  scathes,  the  heart  it  hardens, 
every  virtue  it  uproots  from  the  soul,  and  leaves  it  in 
a  degrading  degeneracy.  And  the  men  who  maintain 
slavery,  and  advocate  it,  and  by  it  are  personally  en 
riched,  though  murderous  in  every  aspect  it  be,  are 
devout  Christians,  forsooth!— upholders  of  the  liberty 
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wherewith  Christ  has  made  us  free!  And  they  observe 
the  Sabbath,  forsooth!  —  they  take  the  communion,  for 
sooth!  —  they  give  liberally  for  the  support  of  a  free 
Gospel,  forsooth!  Verily,  in  them  we  have  a  return  of 
those  who,  for  a  pretence,  and  palliation  of  their  crimes, 
did  make  long  prayers.  Nay  —  0  blinded  man!  —  this  is 
not  the  fast  which  the  Lord  thy  God  demands  —  ere  this 
can  be,  undo  yon  heavy  burdens.  Say  or  assume  what 
they  may,  so  long  as  the  employment  to  which  they  con 
strain  cuts  short  human  life,  I  shake  over  all  such  the 
rod  of  Jehovah's  might,  and  thus,  as  He  authorises  me, 
command  —  "Thou  shalt  not"  —  0  remorseless  tyrant!— 
0  cruel  master  !  —  0  guilty  slaveholder  !  —  0  unnatural 
parent!  —  0  unfeeling  husband!  —  "thou  shalt  not  kill." 


The  culpabilities  set  forth  as  the  sixth  item 
of  the  Decalogue  not  only  extend  to  others,  but  they 
also  include  ourselves.  Nor  can  a  greater  injury  be 
inflicted  on  us  by  any,  than  we  can  inflict  on  our  per 
sonal  and  social  welfare.  And  first,  in  regard  to  suicide, 
when  the  deed  is  done  in  sanity  —  if  this  ever  can.  be  — 
this  rule,  without  an  exception,  by  consequence  applies 
to  it.  And  we  know  a  criminality  is  here,  not  only  of  the 
deepest,  but  it  is  all  the  more  terrific,  as  excluding  the 
possibility  of  repentance.  And  if  we  have  cause  to  rejoice 
over  the  decline  of  duelling,  we  have  cause  for  equal  grief 
at  the  increase  of  self-destruction  within  these  British 
isles.  A  fact  is  this,  all  too  plainly  telling  the  unnatural 
state  we  have  reached,  as  it  points  to  a  yet  greater  artifi 
ciality.  It  indicates  a  social  distemper,  while  it  augurs 
yet  deeper  diseases.  As  the  burst  and  the  blaze  of  the 
mountain,  it  tells  of  volcanic  combustion  having  been 
bound  up  in  the  bosom  —  or  as  the  chasm  and  yawn  of  the 
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ground,  it  indicates  the  violence  of  the  shock  by  which 
reason  itself  was  displaced.  Neither  can  there  be  a  truer 
index  than  suicide,  of  the  morbid  state  of  the  soul,  its  lack 
of  all  right  principle,  its  shrinking  cowardice,  as  of  that 
doQ-o-ed  atheism  which  has  seared  the  conscience  and 

o& 

steeled  the  heart.  In  this,  too,  how  fearful  a  proof  of 
"man's  inhumanity  to  man" — of  that  studied  insult— that 
breach  of  promise — that  heartless  cruelty — that  selfish 
rapacity  which  characterise  the  un  regenerate  mind— 
which  stigmatise  those  who,  concerning  the  faith,  are 
reprobate !  And  were  it  nothing  else  than  this  crime,  so 
different  from  what  wont  to  be,  we  find  in  its  perpetra 
tion  an  argument  for  the  needfulness  of  a  renewed  im- 
printment  of  the  Decalogue  on  the  memory  and  mind  of 
every  recurring  age.  What  may  not  have  been  so  loudly 
demanded  before  on  this  form  of  transgressing,  may  now 
be  most  urgently  called  for ;  or  what  this  present  state 
of  the  church  may  be  comparatively  guiltless  of,  may  in 
the  next  cycle  of  its  history  become  its  besetting  sin. 
Hence,  again,  the  propriety  of  bringing  out  of  our  treasure 
things  new  and  old  to  enforce  and  explain  the  command 
ments.  But  whenever  this  catastrophe  does  occur- 
when  we  weep  and  tremble  over  it,  let  us  where  we  can, 
only  not  hoping  against  hope,  ascribe  it  to  some  organic 
disease,  or  to  some  functional  affection  of  the  brain,  by 
which  judgment  has  been  blinded,  and  the  will  deprived 
of  its  sway — not  to  the  determined  wickedness  of  a  Saul, 
an  Ahithophel,  or  a  Judas. 

Still,  what  is  seldom  effected  at  once  is  ofttimes  secured 
by  repetition  on  ourselves,  as  well  as  on  others ;  and  what 
one  paroxysm  of  violence  or  despondency  seldom  does, 
reiterated  acts  achieve  in  the  way  of  self-murder  or  ruin. 
There  is  not  one  passion,  when  criminally  or  excessively 
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indulged,  that  tends  not  to  weaken  the  machine.  The 
smoking  friction  of  the  movement,  with  the  strain  on  all 
its  parts,  conduce  to,  while  they  accelerate  the  destructive 
and  irreparable  result.  Every  lover  of  pleasure,  therefore, 
will  have  somewhat  to  answer  for  in  regard  to  the 
injuring  of  that  life  which  God  alone,  having  lent,  has 
the  right  when  He  wills  to  recall.  Yes,  the  bloated 
sensualist  comes  in  for  His  share  of  blameworthiness,  so 
does  the  corpulent  glutton,  so  does  the  slim  debauchee. 
Whatever  excites  beyond  what  is  lawful,  whatever 
trenches  on  the  ground  separating  moderation  from  excess, 
or  love  from  lust,  or  calmness  from  irritation,  correspond 
ingly  tramples  on  this  salutary  enactment.  The  order  of 
it  is  to  use  every  justifiable  means  of  extending  the  term 
of  our  earthly  existence,  and  therefore  it  as  evidently 
infers  that  whatever  endangers  our  life,  or  hastens  our 
death,  is  at  variance  with  its  solemn  dictate.  And  no 
surer  is  it  that  a  small  spark  can  kindle  a  great  fire,  or  that 
water  wears  the  stones,  than  it  is  that  bursts  of  passion 
and  inordinate  gratification  will  "  find  us  out "  in  weak 
ness,  in  pains,  in  diseases,  and  if  not  restrained  or  forsaken, 
in  premature  old  age  and  death.  0  then,  let  them  who 
are  habituated  to  tarry  long  at  the  wine,  to  thirst  for  and 
swallow  strong  drink — let  them  specially,  and  above  all 
others — let  them  ruminate  over  this  commandment! 
They  may  start  at  the  very  supposition — they  may  fret 
and  fume -at  the  most  distant  suspicion  of  such  guilt  as 
its  infraction  involves,  and  yet  be  numbered  with  one 
class  of  transgressors.  AVhat  has  been  said  over  and  over 
again,  we  would  reiterate  here,  and  ask,  what  does  the 
drunkard  \  Verily,  kill  himself,  and  scatter  red  ruin 
around  him.  What  does  the  drunkard,  but  squander  his 
substance  in  riotous  living  1  and  this  is  death  to  honesty 
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and   support,  so   that   hunger   and  want  seize   him  as 
armed  men.     What  does  the  drunkard,  but  weaken  every 
mental  faculty  ?  and  this  is  death  to  the  mind.     What 
does  the  drunkard,  but  unnerve  every  physical  function  \ 
and  this  is  death  to  the  body.     What  does  the  drunkard, 
but  perpetrate  a  sin  which  excludes  from  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  ?  and  this  is  death  to  the  soul.     Yea,  and  how 
unspeakably  is  this  sin  magnified  when  traced  to  its  con 
sequence  on  others !     Every  time  we  evil  entreat  another 
here,  are  we  deepening  our  danger  hereafter.     Every  mo 
ment  we  abstract  from  the  natural  term  of  another,  are  we 
adding  to  a  forthcoming  misery.     Every  thread  we  draw 
out  from  the  web  of  our  own  lives,  or  every  one  we  cause 
to  break,  will  bind  us  in  the  pit  of  perdition.     So  that  in 
the  train  of  such  deaths  produced  by  this  law's  wanton  or 
even  heedless  violation,  follows  that  destruction  hereafter 
which  shall  not  be  destroyed,  that  second  death  which 
shall  never  die!     And  all  the  while,  as  he  goes  to  it,  may 
the  brutish  man  be  impoverishing  his  children,  and  pre 
disposing  them  to  diseases — he  may  be  bringing  down  the 
hairs,  not  yet  gray,  of  a  desolate  wife  with  the  most 
poignant  sorrow  to  the  grave.     And  thus,  maniac  as  he 
is,  does  he  scatter  in  his  course  firebrands,  arrows,  and 
death  ;  and  if  this  is  not  guilt,  deep  and  complicated 
guilt,  never  has  such  been  contracted.    And  if  this  merits 
not,  neither  will  meet  with  punishment  in  another  world 
if  not  repented  of,  you  may  bar  the  gates  of  hell,  and 
quench  its  direful  fires !      Feeling  this,  thus  pointedly 
spake  the  wise  one,  "  And  put  a  knife  to  thy  throat  if 
thou  be  a  man  given  to  appetite" — excess  being  fatal  as 
the  steel.     And   better  spake  a  greater  than  Solomon 
when  He  said,  "  Take  heed  to  yourselves  lest  at  any  time 
your  hearts  be  overcharged  with  surfeiting  and  drunken- 


204  ENACTMENT  THE  SIXTH. 

ness;  and  so  that  day  come  upon  you  unawares."  And  yet 
more  imperatively  still  spake  God  these  words  from  out 
his  fiery  throne,  Eemember,  0  licentious!  0  gluttonous! 
0  wine-bibber!  that  "thou  shalt  not  kill."  Realising  the 
extent  to  which  intoxication  in  its  various  stages  extends 
in  our  degenerate  country,  who  can  fail  to  exclaim  in  the 
stifled  breathings  of  a  weeping  piety  —  Merciful  God  ! 
convince  us  of  the  horrors  of  this  sin,  pregnant  as  it  is 
with  every  other,  and  give  us  all  hearts  to  bewail  it. 
Merciful  God  !  stay  the  iniquitous  indulgence  before  it 
deluge  the  land,  and  bear  off  all  good  in  its  flow.  Merci 
ful  God!  enable  us  to  wipe  away  this  infamous,  this 
degrading  blot  for  ever  and  aye  from  our  national 
escutcheon,  and  that  with  penitential  tears.  Merciful 
God  !  restore  us  our  prosperity  and  peace  when  grace 
lias  enabled  us  to  return  to  our  wonted  sobriety,  so  that 
misery,  madness,  and  murder  be  no  more  dominant 
among  us.  Merciful  God  !  never  more  let  another  "  be 
drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  excess,"  but  let  us  all  be 
"  filled  with  the  Spirit." 


The  nature  of  the  evils  against  which  we  are 
here  guarded,  directs  us,  in  conclusion,  to  speak  of  their 
prevention  or  cure.  And  here,  as  for  every  other  malady 
of  the  mind,  I  conduct  you  to  the  balm  which  is  in  Gilead, 
as  to  the  Physician  who  is  there.  To  those  inspired 
cautions,  and  admonitions,  and  directions,  suffer  me  to 
lead  you  ;  for  these,  when  brought  home  to  the  conscience, 
savingly  influence  the  soul.  Ay,  and  the  most  effectual 
means,  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  along  with  the 
guidance  of  Jesus,  of  avoiding  what  is  evil,  is  to  keep  far 
from  whatever  provokes  to  it,  and  to  cultivate  the  oppo 
site  good.  If  this  law  warns  us  against  all  unkindness  and 
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cruelty,  all  malevolence  and  revenge,  then,  as  the  apostle 
counsels,  "let  us  be  tenderly  affectionated  one  toward 
another,  in  honour  preferring  one  another."  "Put  OD, 
therefore,  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of 
mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meekness,  and 
long-suffering."  If  this  law  warns  us  against  all  expres 
sions  which  inflame,  or  irritate,  or  offend,  then  let  us 
hearken  to  the  wise  man  when  he  tells  us  that  a  soft 
answer  turneth  away  wrath,  or  to  Peter,  when  he  exhorts 
believers  "  not  to  render  evil  for  evil,  or  railing  for  rail 
ing,  but  contrariwise,  blessing,"  since  he  that  loves  life, 
and  would  "see  good  days,  let  him  refrain  his  tongue 
from  evil."  Are  we  monished  here  against  violent  indig 
nation  and  revenge'?  then,  thus  saith  the  Spirit  by  Paul, 
"  Let  us  forbear  one  another,  and  forgive  one  another,  if 
any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any  :  even  as  Christ  for 
gave  you,  so  also  do  ye."  As  we  would  eschew  the  dark 
iniquity  in  its  every  aspect,  "  let  us  do  good,  let  us  seek 
peace,  and  ensue  it."  Imbibing  this  evangelical  sweetness, 
the  root  of  bitterness  will  never  get  leave  to  grow,  neither 
will  it  spring  up  to  trouble  us  with  its  poisonous  blossoms, 
nor  its  baneful  fruit. 

Then,  in  regard  to  ourselves,  should  the  sky  of  pros 
perity  change,  still  let  us  trust  in  God,  though  He  thus 
should  slay  us,  and  stay  ourselves  in  hope.  Should  the 
rains  of  grief  descend,  let  us  keep  on  the  sure  foundation 
—should  the  storms  of  adversity  assail  us,  still  let  us  not 
forget,  that  whom  the  Lord  loveth  He  chasteneth,  and 
that  still  He  is  very  pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercies.  Let 
us  remember  after  all  we  can  endure,  that  our  affliction 
is  light  and  but  for  a  moment,  while,  being  sanctified,  it 
worketh  out  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory ;  "  and  for  this  cause  we  may  not  faint,"  but  con- 
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tinue  strong  in  our  Lord's  example,  by  His  indwelling 
influences,  and  quit  ourselves  like  men.     Therefore  are 
we  encouragingly  exhorted  "to  be  patient,  to  establish 
our  hearts ;  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh." 
Now,  such  Divine  cherishments  as  these — such  salutary 
and  saving  knowledge — such  bright  and  cheering  pros 
pects  will  assuredly  prevent  that  broken  spirit  "which 
drieth  the  bones,"  and  "  wastes  a  flame,"  that  alas!  with  all 
our  care  of  it,  will  be  too  quickly  extinguished.     Then,  far 
as  we  may  be  reft  of  half  our  days  by  the  irruptions  of  vol 
canic  emotion,  the  Psalmist  conveys  this  most  cautionary 
lesson,  even  "  to  cease  from  anger  and  forsake  wrath,  not 
to  fret  thyself  in  any  wise  to  do  evil :  for  evil-doers  will 
be  cut  off ;  but  those  who  wait  on  the  Lord,  they  shall 
inherit  the  earth."     And  above  all,  with  this  law  before 
us,  and  that  we  do  no  murder,  either  instantaneously  or  by 
protraction,  be  it  ours,  one  and  all,  to  nourish  and  cherish 
our  bodies — to  sooth  and  tranquillise  our  souls  by  temper 
ance,  "by  sobriety  and  moderation  in  all  things,  as  it 
becometh  saints."    The  world  with  all  its  enjoyments  let  us 
use,  but  ever  and  only  careful  not  to  abuse  it,  and  so  to 
preserve  ourselves.     "  With  quietness  let  us  work  and  eat 
our  own  bread,"  using,  when  we  do  so,  only  "  a  little  wine 
for  our  often  infirmities."    And  to  all  this  are  we  enjoined 
by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself,  as  we  would  that  we 
please  Him — as  we  would  that  length  of  days  be  ours^ 
with  all  that  is  truly  desirable  either  in  riches  or  honours. 
In  times  gone  by,  should  we  ever  have  violated  this  law, 
or  been  skirting  the  edge  of  any  of  its  precipices,  hence 
forth  be  it  ours  to  avoid  the  exciting  cause,  to  stand  in 
awe,  and  tread  but  the  provinces  of  peace.     Over  all  let 
us  cherish  the  spirit  that  beat,  and  breathed,  and  burned 
in  the  bosom  of  the  adorable  Saviour — of  Him  who  came 
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not  to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save  them.  Then  will 
love,  not  hatred — then  will  temperance,  not  excess — then 
will  generous  sympathies,  not  envy — then  will  mercy,  not 
cruelty — then  will  forgiveness,  not  revenge — then  will 
meekness,  not  anger,  soften  our  affections,  and  invariably 
depicture  our  conduct.  Then  shall  we  be  kept  by  the 
farthest  from  every  form,  and  mode,  and  degree,  of  dis 
mantling  this  earthly  tabernacle,  or  curtailing  this  fleeting 
existence — then  shall  we  do  what  in  us  lies  to  preserve 
the  life,  both  of  ourselves  and  others — the  life  of  the  body 
first,  and  thereafter  or  thereon,  also  the  life  of  the  soul 
Amen. 


fettnuttt  t\t 


nincr. 

<<g 

HOLY,  Holy,  Holy  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to 
come,  Thou  alone  art  worthy  of  this  adoration  and  homage.  Blessed 
be  Thy  name  for  the  manifestations  Thou  hast  given  of  this  most  glorious 
perfection.  In  the  brightness  of  the  sun,  in  the  clearness  of  the  moon,  in 
the  lustre  of  the  stars,  Thou  hast  led  us  to  see  Thy  holiness.  The  uncon- 
taminated  natures  of  Thy  creatures  after  their  kind  declare  that  Thou,  O 
Creator,  art  holy  in  all  Thy  works.  By  holy  men  of  old  Thou  hast  spoken 
ever  since  the  world  began.  In  Christ  Jesus,  O  Lord,  may  we  see  the  Holy 
Child  of  the  Highest,  harmless  and  undefiled.  In  the  attributes  and  energies 
of  Thy  Spirit,  who  is  holy,  may  we  know  that  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than 
to  behold  iniquity.  O  God,  to  the  light  of  this  attribute  we  would  come, 
though  by  it  our  deeds  are  reproved.  Before  it  we  stand  condemned,  and 
in  penitential  confessions  would  we  exclaim  in  Thy  presence,  "Unclean, 
unclean;  woe  unto  us,  for  we  have  sinned."  Lord,  having  seen  Thee  thus, 
would  we  abhor  ourselves,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.  Gracious  Father, 
forgive  us— wash  us,  and  we  shall  be  clean.  Create  in  each  of  us  a  clean 
heart,  and  renew  right  spirits  within  us.  O  that  our  hearts  were  purified 
and  sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience !  O  that  our  lips  were  touched  as  with 
a  live  coal  from  Thine  altar !  O  that  our  speech  were  seasoned  with  grace, 
chaste  and  coupled  with  fear!  May  we  fulfil  Thy  will,  even  our  sancti- 
fication,  by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Grant,  O  Lord, 
that  we  be  holy,  for  Thou  art— perfect,  even  as  Thou  our  Father  in  heaven 
art  perfect.  And  this,  with  all  other  gifts  and  graces,  we  beseech  may  be 
ours,  for  the  sake  of  the  Divine  Intercessor.  Amen. 


PROVEEBS  ii. 

1.  My  son,  if  thou  wilt  receive  my  words,  and  hide  my  commandments 
with  thee ; 

2.  So  that  thou  incline  thine  ear  unto  wisdom,  and  apply  thine  heart  to 
understanding ; 

3.  Yea,  if  thou  criest  after  knowledge,  and  liftest  up  thy  voice  for  under 
standing  ; 

4.  If  thou  seekest  her  as  silver,  and  searchest  for  her  as  for  hid  treasures; 

5.  Then  shalt  thou  understand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  know- 
ledge  of  God. 
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6.  For  the  Lord  giveth  wisdom :  out  of  His  mouth  come  knowledge  and 
understanding. 

7.  He  layeth  up  sound  wisdom  for  the  righteous:  He  is  a  buckler  to  them 
that  walk  uprightly. 

8.  He  keepeth  the  paths  of  judgment,  and  preserveth  the  way  of  His 
saints. 

9.  Then  shalt  thou  understand  righteousness,  and  judgment,  and  equity ; 
yea,  every  good  path. 

10.  When  wisdom  entereth  into  thine  heart,  and  knowledge  is  pleasant 
unto  thy  soul ; 

11.  Discretion  shall  preserve  thee,  understanding  shall  keep  thee: 

12.  To  deliver  thee  from  the  way  of  the  evil  man,  from  the  man  that 
speaketh  froward  things ; 

13.  Who  leave  the  paths  of  uprightness,  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  darkness; 

14.  Who  rejoice  to  do  evil,  and  delight  in  the  frowardness  of  the  wicked ; 

15.  Whose  ways  are  crooked,  and  they  froward  in  their  paths: 

16.  To  deliver  thee  from  the  strange  woman,  even  from  the  stranger  which 
flattereth  with  her  words ; 

17.  AVhich  forsaketh  the  guide  of  her  youth,  and  forgetteth  the  covenant 
of  her  God. 

18.  For  her  house  inclineth  unto  death,  and  her  paths  unto  the  dead. 

19.  None  that  go  unto  her  return  again,  neither  take  they  hold  of  the 
paths  of  life. 

20.  That  thou  mayest  walk  in  the  way  of  good  men,  and  keep  the  paths 
of  the  righteous. 

21.  For  the  upright  shall  dwell  in  the  land,  and  the  perfect  shall  remain 
in  it. 

22.  But  the  wicked  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  earth,  and  the  transgressors 
shall  be  rooted  out  of 


Cantkle. 

PSALM  li.  6-10. 

BEHOLD,  Thou  in  the  inward  parts  Of  gladness  and  of  joyfulness 

With  truth  delighted  art ;  Make  me  to  hear  the  voice ; 

And  wisdom  Thou  shalt  make  me  know  That  so  these  very  bones  which  Thou 

Within  the  hidden  part.  Hast  broken  may  rejoice. 

Do  Thou  with  hyssop  sprinkle  me,  All  mine  iniquities  blot  out, 

I  shall  be  cleansed  so ;  Thy  face  hide  from  my  sin. 

Yea,  wash  Thou  me,  and  then  I  shall  Create  a  clean  heart,  Lord,  renew 

Be  whiter  than  the  snow.  A  right  sp'rit  me  within. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  14. 

And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,     .     .     .     Thou  shall  not  commit 

adultery" 

BRETHREN, — In  every  sin  forbidden  in  the  law  of  God, 
there  is  the  tacit  requirement  of  the  opposite  virtue. 
Nay,  the  one  follows  the  other  by  an  inference  as  legiti 
mate,  and  as  convincing  to  the  mind,  as  do  the  various 
phases  of  vice  included  in  any  one  commandment. 
Hence  it  is  the  invariable  order  of  our  catechisms  and 
commentaries  to  arrange  this  matter  of  enactment  into 
what  is  required,  as  well  as  what  is  forbidden.  Thus, 
where  we  are  enjoined  to  have  no  other  gods  before  the 
only  true  One,  the  requirement,  say  these,  is  "to  know 
and  acknowledge  God  as  the  true  God,  as  our  God,  and 
to  worship  and  glorify  Him  accordingly."  Where  the 
forbiddance  is  against  the  fabrication  and  worship  of 
images,  there,  say  these,  are  embodied  the  following 
positive  precepts,  even  "to  receive,  observe,  and  keep 
pure  and  entire,  all  such  religious  worship  and  ordinances 
as  God  hath  appointed  in  His  Word."  As  in  the  lucid 
circle  of  a  new  moon,  there  is  often  the  dark  shadow  of 
the  old  one,  so  theologians  tell  us,  that  in  the  same 
language  which  guards  us  against  taking  the  name  of 
the  Lord  God  in  vain,  is  embodied  "  the  holy  and  reve 
rent  use  of  His  names,  His  titles,  His  attributes,  His 
ordinances,  along  with  His  word  and  works."  When 
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charged  by  Jehovah  not  to  kill,  man  has  appended  this 
as  our  bounden  duty,  even  "  to  use  all  lawful  endeavours 
to  preserve  our  own  life,  and  the  life  of  others/7  Now, 
we  admit  all  such  sequences  and  addenda  to  be  purely 
legitimate,  not  only  from  the  inferences  of  a  strict  logic, 
but  from  the  positive  declarations  of  Scripture  elsewhere 
and  oftentimes  made.  By  such  a  mode  of  treating  the 
subject  which  comes  up  next  in  the  successive  utterances 
of  Sinai,  we  shall  best  consult  the  feelings  of  all  readers, 
who,  under  an  apprehension  of  having  some  slight  violence 
done  to  their  delicacy  or  taste,  may  be  inclined  to  pass 
over  such  pages  as  are  devoted  to  the  seventh  command 
ment.  At  the  same  time,  we  shall  attempt  to  satisfy  the 
less  fastidious,  though  haply  more  sternly  pious,  by  an 
open  divulgement  of  the  whole  law  of  God,  as  God  has 
been  pleased  to  reveal  it.  As  we  are  not  warranted  to 
add  to  it,  less  still  are  we  allowed  to  take  from  it ;  so  that 
we  dare  not,  without  peril  to  ourselves,  as  well  as  to  you, 
hold  our  peace  where  the  wise  and  holy  Jehovah  himself 
hath  spoken  out.  Such  a  treatment  of  it  would  plainly 
be  to  handle  the  Word  deceitfully,  by  refusing  to  proclaim 
the  whole  counsel  it  conveys  to  beings,  who,  though  fallen, 
are  still  accountable  for  their  conduct  to  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth.  This,  too,  would  be  to  leave  one  wicket  open, 
or  rather  wholly  to  remove  it ;  and  through  which  toler 
ance,  our  minds  would  rush  and  roam  on  ground  forbidden; 
while  our  very  silence  on  the  topic  might  give  the  colour 
of  favour,  if  not  the  unequivocalness  of  consent,  to  the 
designs  and  the  doings  of  the  very  basest,  the  most  dan 
gerous,  because  the  most  false  and  insinuating  of  all 
Satan's  children. 

In  pursuing  such  a  course  in  reference  to  this  law,  let 
us  discover — 
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I.  What  is  here  commanded  ; 

II.  What  must  be  done  to  meet  the  injunction  ; 

III.  The  motives  to  its  faithful  observance. 

And  thus  by  Divine   grace  we  shall  keep  ourselves 
guiltless  of  the  great  transgression. 


,  Now,  brethren,  this  law  presupposes,  and  up 
holds,  and  protects  that  ordinance,  even  marriage,  which 
was   instituted   in  Paradise,    and  celebrated  among  its 
bowers,  while  yet  its  objects  were  innocent.     But  while 
such  a  compact  gives  its  first  and  most  audible  utterance, 
its  next  is  to  protect  it  from  insult  or  violation  ;  and  while 
it  enjoins  the  state  on  none,  it  positively  rescues  it  in  all 
from    whatever    might   weaken,    whatever    might    con 
taminate,  or  disannul  it.     We  may  enter  it  or  not  as  we 
please,  but  whether  we  do  so  or  not,  are  its  sanctions 
to  be  kept  inviolate.     Neither  is  this  law  confined  in 
strictness  to  the  conjugal   bond,   but   its   requirements 
branch  out  till  they  overcanopy  every  son  of  Adam,  every 
daughter  of  Eve,  soon  as  they  have  reached  their  earliest 
summer,  or  even  their  latest  spring.     With  our  complex 
constitution  of  mind  and  matter   does  it  at  once  take 
cognisance,  and  over  every  outgoing  of  the  soul,  every 
motion  and  member  of  the  frame,  does  it  fling  its  grace 
ful  veil,  making  them  one  "draped"  statue.     With  its 
bright  angelic  eye  it  watches  every  impulse,  with  its  fair 
but  solicitous  arm  it  protects  every  avenue,  with  its  soft 
and  virgin  hand  does  it  guide  every  emotion,  while  over 
them  all  it  prays  with  ardent  lip,  from  its  good  and  holy 
heart.     Ay,  with  keen  inspection  this  same  command 
ment  follows  the  whole  behaviour  of  man  in  all  its  forms 
and  windings,  as  man  stands  in  relation  to  her  who  is 
bone  of  his  bone,  and  who  was  given  him  to  be  his  help- 
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mate  in  all  his  onerous  duties,  to  be  the  heightener  of 
all  his  joys,  as  the  soother  of  all  his  sorrows.  And  to 
every  woman  it  comes,  as  standing  in  her  kindred  relation 
ship  to  him  who  is  born  to  defend,  but  not  to  lord  it  over 
her — to  her  it  comes  with  its  most  salutary  warnings, 
whispering  them  softly  in  her  early  youth,  and  still  more 
emphatically  demanding  regard  as  she  matures  to  woman 
hood.  And  so  widespread  are  its  directions  that  there 
is  not  a  branch  of  our  mutual  external  conduct  drawn 
out  in  our  social  or  domestic  intercourse  it  suffers  to  pass 
unnoticed.  None  of  these  are,  or  were,  or  can  be,  which 
to  this  law  is  unknown,  or  which  to  it  is  not  amenable. 
Wide  away  from  its  limited  meaning,  from  its  more 
popular  sense — far  farther  on  than  its  most  atrocious  and 
pernicious  infringement — slender  filaments  has  it,  tender 
fibres  has  it  which  net  in,  and  net  over,  and  so  circum 
scribe  and  restrain  within  legal  Christian  bounds  countless 
unnamed  movements.  In  the  hitherto  unsuspecting  heart 
it  prudently  awakens  suspicion — as  of  the  same  deceiver 
seems  the  mother  bird  to  warn  her  new-fledged  brood. 
At  the  door  of  every  heart,  both  of  male  and  female,  does 
this  law  take  its  post  as  sentinel ;  nor  will  it  permit  any 
feeling  either  to  enter  or  to  go  out  without  that  watch 
word  which  modesty  breathes  in  softest  sound,  but  which 
Horeb  utters  in  thunder.  Not  only  by  its  voice  is  undue 
familiarity  forbidden — not  only  what  is  externally  un 
seemly,  or  audibly  "not  convenient"  denied — but  a  meek, 
an  attractive,  a  shrinking,  a  watchful  delicacy  of  senti 
ment  will  grace  the  entire  demeanour,  as  the  moonbeam 
a  nocturnal  landscape,  wherever  that  demeanour  is  regu 
lated  by  this  most  needful  command.  Woman  it  insists 
on  being  "  adorned  with  modest  apparel,"  which  is  their 
best  defence,  as  with  "  shame-facedness  and  sobriety," 
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without  which  they  are  undone.  Men  of  every  clime,  and 
rank,  and  age,  are  so  to  act  by  this  rule,  that  "  others 
may  behold  their  conversation  to  be  chaste,"  as  well  as 
coupled  with  fear. 

Neither,  brethren,  is  this  absence  of  all  indications  of 
the  indecent — which  is  ever  a  fashion  the  most  disgustful 
of  the  undevout — neither  is  this  guarded  against,  less  in 
speech  than  it  is  in  deportment.  Indeed,  this  observance, 
comprehended  in  the  law,  is  absolutely  essential,  if  we 
would  either  be  pure  ourselves,  or  prevent  licentiousness 
in  others.  Unless  our  language  is  in  all  points,  and  on 
every  subject,  scrupulously  in  conformity  to  it,  our  prac 
tice  will  soon  degenerate  from  all  that  is  dignified  in  man 
— all  that  is  beautiful  in  woman.  If  there  be  the  toler 
ance  in  one  instance  taken  with  the  tongue  in  opposition 
to  this  branch  of  sanctincation— without  which  no  other 
can  be — it  soon  gathers  ardour,  as  if  set  on  fire  of  hell,  and 
soon  will  the  spark  emitted  blaze  forth  into  a  flame  as  it 
catches  the  combustion  of  the  bosom.  Oh!  if  any  cause 
exist  for  which  God  sends  strong  delusion  to  those  who 
receive  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  should  believe, 
that  very  cause  is  found  in  this  odious  crime.  Then  it  is 
in  such  a  transgression  that  they  give  heed  to  seducing 
spirits  and  doctrines  of  devils,  "  deceiving  and  being 
deceived." 

Therefore,  and  to  avoid  this,  are  we  to  "  lay  aside  all 
filthiness  and  superfluity  of  naughtiness,"  as  we  would 
never  bridge  that  chasm  which  lies  between  the  incipient 
thought,  and  the  actual  sin ;  yea,  as  we  would  receive  the 
engrafted  Word  of  God.  As  those  who  are  blessed,  and 
should  bless,  with  the  same  mouth  are  we  not  to  curse, 
not  blast  and  scathe  every  blossom  of  virtue.  By  such  a 
.distance,  indeed,  is  this  sin  to  be  removed  from  Christians 
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that  it  may  not  be  told  in  its  abominableness — "  must  not 
even  be  named"  in  common  discourse  or  fellowship,  "as  it 
becometh  saints."  No,  but  talking  of  the  things  of  God, 
provoking  one  another  to  love  and  good  works,  conversing 
about  others'  welfare,  as  of  our  several  duties,  is  our 
speech  alway  to  be  with  grace,  and  seasoned  with  the 
savour  of  piety,  which  is  the  salt  of  the  Gospel. 

Still,  scarcely  is  it  needful  to  remark  that  any  indis 
cretion  in  deportment  or  deed,  any  direct  utterance,  or 
even  insinuation,  or  inuendo,  which  may  break  this  act  of 
Heaven's  own  parliament,  that  this  must  originate  in  the 
heart  itself.  Indeed,  this  is  true  of  every  premeditated 
offence  against  any  of  these  wonderfully  comprehensive 
laws ;  still  with  peculiar  emphasis  may  it  be  said  of  that 
species  of  criminality  from  which  we  are  here  forbidden. 
So  that,  while  scrupulously  observing  its  every  provision, 
and  as  we  wish  to  continue  to  do  so,  must  we  see  to  the 
regulation  of  our  thoughts.  Let  lust  once  conceive  there, 
and  invariably  it  will  bring  forth  its  most  detested 
offspring.  No  man  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an 
unclean — no  one  what  is  pure  where  there  is  no  chastity. 
Cherish  such  evil  in  design  or  desire,  and  then  will 
follow,  if  grace  do  not  prevent  it,  the  pollution  of  the  lip, 
and  the  deep  black  stain  on  the  fingers.  But  even  where 
it  goes  no  farther — where  this  hateful  sin,  like  some  ill- 
omened  bird,  nestles  in  the  recesses  of  the  heart — where  it 
never  evolves  either  in  speech  or  action — it  taints  the 
inner  man,  it  vitiates  the  soul's  vitality,  and  over  all  its 
sensations  it  spreads  its  contaminating  influence.  Taught 
by  Him  who  knew  what  man  is,  and  what  is  in  him, 
whence  such  "adulteries"  proceed,  is  this  law  to  guard 
its  gates,  is  purety  to  sweeten  its  chambers,  is  that  wisdom 
from  above  which  must  be  first  pure  before  it  can  be 
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peaceable,  to  occupy  its  every  apartment.     If  we  harbour 
it  for  an  instant,  so  sure  as  we  are  sinful  will  the  demon 
of  licentiousness  parade  its  attractive  bespanglements,  and 
unfold  its  alluring  coils,  and  utter  its  enchanting  voice, 
saying  to  the  simple,  and  those  young  men  who  are  void 
of  understanding,  "  Ye  shall  not  surely  die."     Ah !  and 
first   it   will   attract  the    eye,    and    then    the    ear,   and 
then  inflame  desire,  and  then  chain  the  will,   and  then 
blacken  the  lip,  and  then  defile  the  life;  and  a  second 
fall  both  of  the  man  and  the  woman  will  prove  the  first 
one  true.     What  is  here  required,  then,  in  us  all,  of  the 
virtuousness  virtually  extolled,  as  of  the  expressed  con 
demnation  contained  in  the  seventh  command,  is  to  have 
a  conscience  void  of  the  offence,  is  to  banish  every  lustful 
imagination,  is  to  have  every  one  feeling  of  the  bosom 
beautified  and  chastened  by  whatever  is  lovely  and  of 
good  report.     What  is  required  is  to  preserve  a  conduct, 
a  bearing,  a  conversation,  in  that  delicate  and  delightful 
companionship  which  Christianity  permits  and  sanctions 
— a  conversation  in  all  things  as  it  becometh  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.     Attending  to  these,  our  affections  are  holy,  our 
speech  is  pure,  while  godliness  enfringes  our  deportment, 
as  the   setting   sun   gilds   the  clouds   around   it.      The 
demand  is  that  such  sin  be  mortified,  so  that  it  reign  no 
more  in  our  mortal  bodies,  and  that  we  never  walk  after 
the  flesh  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof.     Paul  had  it  full  in 
his  view  when  he  thus  demands,  "  Neither  yield  ye  your 
members  as  instruments  of  unrighteousness  unto  sin,  but 
yield  yourselves  unto  God,  and  unto  Him  your  members 
as  instruments  of  righteousness."     And  this  God  grant 
we  all  do ;  for  willing  as  may  be  the  spirit,  alas !  but 
the  flesh  is  weak. 
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These  things  being  so  —  such  being  the  breadth 
of  this  commandment  —  such  the  stress  that  is  laid  upon 
it,  and  such  our  liability  in  some  of  its  forms  to  disregard 
it,  nothing  can  be  more  important  than  to  discover,  in  the 
second  place,  what  must  be  done  that  we  may  fully  observe 
it.  The  comprehensive  admonition  of  our  Saviour,  even 
to  watch  and  pray  lest  we  enter  into  temptation,  must  be 
put  in  requisition  here,  and  firmly  reduced  to  practice. 
Yea,  brethren,  and  it  takes  them  both  —  neither  may  we 
with  impunity  put  asunder  what  our  redeeming  God  hath 
thus  joined  together.  As  we  would  keep  entire  every  one 
particular  embraced  in  this  enactment,  are  we  to  maintain 
a  holy  jealousy  over  ourselves,  and  give  harbour,  no,  not 
for  a  moment,  to  any  unbidden  intruder.  If,  as  the  wise 
man  defines  them,  we  would  put  away  from  us  a  forward 
mouth,  and  far  off  perverse  lips,  the  wise  man's  rule  is  the 
best,  even  "to  keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence  ;  for  out  of 
it  are  the  issues  of  life."  Watchful,  then,  must  we  be  against 
the  first  inroad  of  a  viciousness,  which,  especially  with  the 
young,  courts  admission  under  a  witchery  and  a  blandish 
ment  which  the  foul  fiend  alone  can  fling  around  it,  when 
he  is  changed  into  an  angel  of  light.  Once  admit  what 
is  deeply  and  dangerously  wrong,  as  denied  by  this  com 
mandment,  and  it  will  swell  and  swell,  till,  having  borne 
away  every  barrier,  it  will  deluge  the  soul  with  its  offen 
sive  waters.  Closely  must  the  fancy  be  confined,  lest 
bee-like  it  roam  from  flower  to  flower,  thick  gathering  the 
honied  poison.  To  the  imagination  must  the  resolute 
will  thus  say,  Hitherto  shalt  thou  go,  but  no  farther,  lest 
thy  foot  tread  mountainous  vanities,  and  leave  its  print 
on  debatable  ground.  And  this  done  wisely  and  well, 
in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  the  mind,  are  we  to  have 
the  senses  rightly  exercised.  Beyond  every  other  pre- 
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caution  for  utility  and  value,  are  we  to  keep  far  as  we 
can  from  every  snare,  and  evil  way,  and  luring  fascina 
tion.  Whoever  lie  may  be  that  dares  to  indulge,  even  in 
one  expression  which  savours  by  the  least  of  this  sin, 
mark  that  man,  and  let  him  be  studiously  shunned,  and 
with  such  an  one  do  not  eat.  He  may  have  been  thy 
most  early  companion — he  may  have  been  thy  friend — 
still,  as  you  value,  0  young  man !  your  own  peace — as 
you,  0  maiden!  prize  most  highly  thine  honour — that  cord 
must  be  snapt  asundex,  not  by  a  gradual  wear,  but  by  an 
instant  severance.  He  with  unguarded  tongue — he  with 
this  poison  more  deadly  than  asps'  beneath  it — he  may 
be  among  the  witty,  and  may  have  genius  to  disguise  his 
utterances — he  may  be  among  the  learned — he  may  bo 
great,  and  you  may  be  proud  of,  as  you  are  pleased  with 
his  associateship.  No  matter  this :  the  more  agreeable, 
the  more  fascinating  he  is,  all  the  more  imminent  is  the 
clanger  ;  and  such  an  acquaintance  must  be  renounced,  as 
you  would  keep  on  the  high  way  of  holiness.  Before  you 
go  with  such,  listen  to  Solomon's  warning,  "  Enter  not 
into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in  the  way  of 
evil  men."  Ay,  and  cautious  must  be  that  tread  which 
leads  to  the  exciting  object ;  for  if  once  the  eye  see  vile 
sights,  or  the  ear  drink  in  such  sounds  as  breathe  out  a 
moral  pestilence,  the  barriers  of  holiness  are  shaken,  and 
only  need  the  blow  to  level  them.  Like  a  city  that  is 
broken  down  and  without  walls,  you  thenceforth  stand 
exposed  to  the  mercy  of  every  assailant.  Think  not  to 
say  within  yourselves,  my  native  abhorrence  of  the  sin 
will  preserve  me  from  all  indecency.  I  tell  you,  0  inex 
perienced  youths !  that  none  of  us  all  can  take  such  live 
coals  into  our  bosom,  and  our  clothes  not  be  burnt.  I 
here  remind  you  all  that  such  "  evil  communication  does 
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corrupt  good  manners."  It  does  more — it  insensibly 
blunts  better  feeling,  and  if  it  does  not  amputate  the 
wing  of  chastity,  at  the  least  of  it,  it  brushes  away  its 
soft  /arwa-downiness,  with  which  departs  whatever  is 
most  delicate  and  delightful.  As  to  every  mode  of  temp 
tation,  the  peremptory  order  is,  "  avoid  it,  pass  not  by 
it,  turn  from  it,  and  pass  away."  Flee,  then ;  flee  from 
the  wicked;  for  "their  sleep  is  taken  away  unless  they 
cause  some  to  fall/'  But,  if  the  mere  breathings  of 
indelicacy  are  to  be  fled  from,  as  we  would  some  wild 
and  wasting  pestilence,  surely  need  is  there  not  to  guide 
any  of  Christ's  flock,  whether  sheep  or  lambs,  away  from 
her  "whose  lips  drop  as  with  honey" — "whose  mouth  is 
smoother  than  oil."  Not  need  is  there  surely  to  warn  any 
one  whose  eye  may  wander  over  these  pages,  of  her  "who 
speaks  with  impudent  face,  and  tempts  with  her  much 
fair  speaking."  No,  not  is  it  once  surmised,  then,  that 
any  hearing  it,  or  reading  this  development  of  the  Divine 
holiness  and  of  human  duty,  would  ever  consent  "  to  go 
as  an  ox  does  to  the  slaughter,  or  to  go  with  her  whose 
feet  go  down  to  death — whose  steps  take  hold  on  hell." 

But,  again,  in  preserving  our  personal  and  relative 
purity  as  traced  to  thought — as  heard  in  speech — as 
bodied  forth  in  action — we  are  not  only  to  walk  with  the 
wise,  but  we  are  to  guard  ourselves  from  the  lusts  of  the 
eye,  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  as  we  are  from  the  pride  of  life. 
Thou  shalt  not  do  so,  is  God's  most  stringent  rule  for  all 
His  chosen  children.  To  secure,  far  as  we  can,  that  com 
plexion  of  sentiment  and  feeling  which  is  here,  by  infer 
ence,  approved,  we  must  contemplate  nothing  but  its 
proper  objects ;  and  if  so,  it  behoves  us,  with  all  care,  to 
look  away  from  what  may  inflame,  as  did  the  forbidden 
fruit,  with  the  Satanic  laudation  of  it,  the  breast  of  the 
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captured  Eve — as  did  the  unhallowed  incentive,  with  the 
unguarded  David.     If  we  would  enter  the  path  of  this 
commandment  translated  into  its  positive,  and  "be  quick 
ened  therein,"  we  must,  according  to  his  petition,  not  his 
practice,  turn  away  our  eyes  from  beholding  such  species 
of  vanity.    Away  from  what  is  essentially  vile  or  flattering 
in  influence,  "  let  thine  eyes  look  right  on"  at  the  fair,  the 
blushing,  the  meek,  the  devout,  "right  on"  at  the  great, 
the  noble,  the  chaste,  the  genuine  follower  of  Him  who 
knew  no  sin,  the  Lamb  of  God  without  or  spot  or  blemish. 
Away  from  the  tortuous  and  the  clandestine,  "  let  thine 
eyelids  look  straight  before  thee."     As  Job  did  with  his, 
let  a  covenant  be  made  with  yours,  that  no  spark  enter 
through  them  to  ignite,  no  fuel  by  them  be  collected 
wherewith  to  feed  the  flame.      And  all  the  more  requisite 
is  this  watchfulness  pre-eminently  on  the  part  of  the 
young,  when  we  advert  to  the  number,  and  the  nature, 
and  the  intensity  of  those  allurements  to  this  vice,  by 
which,  in  civilised  life,  and  in  larger  cities,  they  are  ever 
surrounded.     Unsuspicious,  because  not  yet  punished— 
not  dreading  the  fire,  because  not  yet  burned — how  ready 
is  the  age  of  opening  manhood  to  be  beguiled  into  prurient 
thoughts,  by  writers  whose  pens  have  been  prostituted 
to  pander  to  the  vilest  of  passions!     Yes,  every  fine  art 
has  here  its  fascination — so  the  poetic  page — so  the  tune 
ful  members — so  the  witching  cadence — so  the  glowing 
canvass — so  the  breathing  lust  with  its  unblushing  shame. 
These,  with  spectacles  not  a  few,  and  places  of  amusement 
too  many,  seem  to  have  been  hired  by  Satan  to  make  men 
as  vile  as  himself.     Then,  verily,  if  these  things  are  so, 
the  cry  is  renewed  by  reason,  by  prudence,  by  delicacy, 
as  by  Scripture,  to  one  and  all,  to  " watch" 

Yes,  but  it  is  easy  to  say  watch,  but  who  can  watch  with- 
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out  slumbering'?     Easy  is  it  to  tell  us  to  keep  the  heart, 
but  who  among  us  can  keep  it?     To  do  these  of  ourselves 
would  argue  a  fortitude,  and  a  might,  and  a  vigour,  and 
a  resistance  which  all  passed  away,  when  man,  by  trans 
gression,  fell.     Then,  we  must  have  ability  conveyed—  not 
only  mercy  to  pardon  past  delinquencies,  but  grace  to 
help  us  through  all  the  time  of  our  need.     And  a  grace 
is  this  not  only  got,  but  preserved  by  a  diligent  searching 
for  it;  therefore  we  must  pray  if  we  would  overcome  these 
manifold  temptations.    Weak  in  ourselves,  and  with  hearts 
so  wofully  wicked,  and    consciences  so   treacherous  the 
while,  to  whom  can  we  go  but  to  that  God  who  is  mighty 
to  save  from  all  violations  of  His  law  —  to  whom  can  we  go 
but  to  Him  whose  grace  is  sufficient  for  all,  and  whose 
strength  is  made  manifest  in  weakness,  and  who  will  not 
suffer  us  to  be  tried  above  what  we  are  able  to  bear'? 
Let  us  pray  with  him  who  fell  a  prey  to    the  lust  of 
his  former  conversation  :  "  0  Lord  create  in  us  all  clean 
hearts  —  renew  right  spirits  within  us  ;  take  not  Thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  us,  but  let  it  dwell  in  us,  that  our  bodies  may 
be  His  temples."     Pray  are  we  here,   "  that  we  be  like- 
minded  one  toward  another  according  to  Jesus  Christ." 
Pray  are  we  here  for  power  to  imitate  Him  who  knew  no 
sin  —  who  was  holy,  not  for  himself  only,  but  for  us  _ 
harmless,  not  for  himself  only,  but  for  us—  undefiled,  not 
for  himself  only,  but  for  us  ;  since  in  each  of  these  charac 
teristics,  He  hath  left  us  an  example  that  we  should  follow 
His  steps.     And  thus  taking  for  our  defence  the  Strength 
of  Israel,  we  shall  be  strong  in  Him,  and  in  the  power  of 
His  might.     Thus,  with  Jehovah  as  our  shield,  shall  we 
be  enabled  to   quench  these  fiery  darts  of  the  enemy 
levelled  against  this  law.     Under  such  heavenly  influ 
ences  shall  we  be  preserved  from  the  evil  that  abounds 
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in  the  world  through  lust,  keeping  ourselves  in  honesty, 
and  sobriety,  and  godliness,  as  those  comport  with  the  dis 
ciples  of  Jesus.  0  !  and  walking  thus  in  the  statute  of  the 
Lord,  shall  we  rank  with  those  that  are  undefiled,  and  so 
being  declared,  shall  we  be  pre-eminently  blessed. 


When  we  consider,  in  the  last  place,  the 
motives  that  may  be  urged  to  enforce  this  command 
ment,  we  instantly  feel  the  imperativeness  of  plying 
every  evangelical  and  moral  means  of  complying  with 
the  inspired  injunction.  These  motives  we  find  to 
originate,  as  in  all  other  cases,  either  in  the  certain 
attainment  of  much  good,  or  the  sure  entailment  of 
gigantic  evil.  The  one  stimulates  to  the  positive,  the 
other  prompts  to  attend  to  the  negative  of  the  rule.  The 
countless  benefits  to  which  this  purity  gives  rise,  the 
unnameable  blessings  which  it  originates,  call  loudly  on 
all  men  to  preserve  it.  On  this  law  is  grounded  all  social 
order,  with  the  internal  felicity,  the  intellectual  progress, 
and  the  outward  safety  of  nations.  Constituting  as  it 
does  the  basework  and  the  bulwark  of  the  domestic 
superstructure  and  economy,  attending  to  it,  we  respect 
the  most  wide,  and  distinct,  and  effective  arrangements 
of  the  Almighty  for  the  promotion  and  the  continuance 
of  all  that  man.  loves  and  esteems.  By  hallowing  the 
connubial  tie  it  constitutes  our  homes  what  they  are  — 
the  nurseries  of  attachment  and  love.  If  it  does  not 
generate,  it  perpetuates  connubial  bliss,  the  only  one  left 
of  Eden's.  It  gives  birth  to  parental  fondness,  and  with 
out  it  how  soon  that  would  perish!  By  a  reciprocity  of 
affection  it  calls  forth  filial  piety,  so  that,  were  the 
seventh  infringed,  the  fifth  enactment  could  not  long 
be  observed.  By  keeping  this  family  compact  from  the 
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beast  of  the  forest,  or  from  the  boar  of  the  wood,  brothers 
and  sisters  dwell  together  in  unity — a  sight,  in  sooth, 
right  good  for  us  to  behold.  And  callous,  and  seared, 
and  dead  must  that  breast  and  conscience  be  which  feel 
no  inducement  in  such  endearments  not  to  commit  what 
tends  to  imbitter  and  destroy  them.  Oh !  and  by  the 
mental  training  of  the  young,  by  their  spiritual  rearing, 
by  their  bodily  health,  by  their  bright-eyed  joy,  by  their 
blooming  countenances,  by  their  merry  voices,  by  their 
bounding  bosoms,  by  their  gleesome  safety— by  these 
again  are  we  admonished  to  keep  this  law  so  sternly 
inculcative  of  holiness ;  as  without  it  all  these  young  ones 
would  wither  up,  and  drop  off,  and  die  as  leaves  by  the 
pinching  of  autumn,  nay,  rudely  would  they  be  brushed 
from  the  bough  of  life  as  by  some  wintry  tempest. 

And  if  such  blessings  can  be  adduced  to  fortify  our 
determination  to  "flee  all  youthful  lusts/7  the  curses  which 
follow  in  the  train  of  their  gratification  must  be  pro 
portionately  tremendous  and  awful.  Wherever  this  ]aw 
is  violated,  or  by  whom,  so  much  is  done  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  virtue,  and  lay  the  whole  social  fabric  in 
the  dust.  Were  the  dire  iniquity  to  become  rampant, 
these  streams  of  delight  would  instantly  be  dried  up  at 
their  source,  never  more  to  flow.  Suspicion  would  usurp 
the  place  of  confidence,  lust  would  mount  the  throne  of 
love,  and  brutal  violence  assume  the  seat  of  a  sunny,  but 
sincere  persuasion.  Were  this  ever  to  obtain,  the  pillars 
of  the  moral  world  would  be  shaken,  the  pollutions  of  hell 
would  contaminate  this  earth,  till  by  their  outwearing 
profligacy  the  race  would  become  extinct.  Verily,  in  such 
sequences  as  these,  motives  the  most  urgent  abound  for  a 
strict  adherence  to  what  the  sanctities  of  Sinai  demand. 
Neither  let  us  forget  that  while  others  are  evilly  affected 
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by  his  licentiousness,  the  degeneracy  most  rapidly  extends 
to,  and  taints  the  odious  perpetrator  himself.     None  can 
thus  deeply  wound  another  without  inflicting  a  deep  gash 
on  himself.     The  whole  moral  atmosphere  becomes  im 
pregnated  soon  as  this  poison  is  breathed,  and  this  simoom 
of  the  mental  desert,  sweeping  these  wastes,  uproots  every 
tree  of  righteousness,   and  bears  all  its  produce  along 
with  it.     Not  indeed  can  any  one  who  plays  the  seducer, 
or  who  yields  to  him,  longer  acknowledge,  longer  wor 
ship  God,  longer  pray  to,  or  praise  Him,  save  in  the  pangs 
of  compunction.    Not  can  they  reverence  His  name  while 
they  thus  insult  His  government,  less  still  can  they  hallow 
His  Sabbaths,  while  they  trample  on  all  that  is  holy. 
No  respect  can  be  retained  for  parents  while  guilty  of 
this  fearful  dishonour — none  for  the  good  of  man  while 
favouring  all  that  can  injure — no  love  can  be  for  a  neigh 
bour  while  dropping  fiery  destruction  on  their  flowers  of 
life.     Surely  most  solemn  verities  are  these,  which,  with 
all  and  every  one  not  utterly  and  absolutely  past  feel 
ing,  should  reign  in  and  restrain   desire   within   every 
bound  and  limit  set  by  this  needful  disclosure.     0  !  and 
from  any  such  commission  are  we  scared,  if  aught  can 
alarm    us,    by   those   varnished    smiles,    those    diabolic 
whispers,  which  precede  the  premeditated  iniquity,  and 
which,   sure  as  they  are  practised,    convert  the  whole 
soul  into  a  sepulchre.     And  this  may  be  fair  without  as 
the  knavish  flatterer  can  make  it,  but  within  it  is  rank 
with  the  rottenness  of  man's  depravity,  and  filled  with 
dead  woman's  bones !    If  you  desiderate  what  encourages, 
and  feeds,  and  fattens  all  other  vices  to  which  humanity 
is  prone,  then  indulge  in  this !     But  if  you  start  at  the 
very  supposition,  then  let  your  repugnancy  form  another 
inducement  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  faithful  husband, 
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or  of  the  devoted  wife.  Be  sure,  dear  brethren,  that 
wherever  such  desires  as  terminate  in  the  vice  here 
denounced  are  suffered  to  mount  the  throne  of  your 
hearts,  that  throne  will  speedily  be  surrounded  by  the 
basest  and  wildest  of  subjects.  Impiety  will  come, 
blasphemy  will  come,  falsehood  will  come,  treachery  will 
come,  drunkenness  will  come,  and  all  will  pay  their  court 
to  this  most  tyrannous  mistress ;  while  murder  itself  will 
be  hovering  not  far  away,  ready  at  a  call  to  enter  and  do 
her  work  of  blood.  Contemplating  these  dismal  realities, 
well  may  we  stand  aghast,  and,  actuated  by  these  fell 
results,  abstain  from  the  very  appearance  of  evil  ;  yea, 
by  every  thought  and  word  maintain  that  mental  and 
physical  sanctification  which  is  the  will  of  God. 

As  the  strongest  cord  that  can  bind  us  to  every  duty 
of  fidelity  and  chastity,  we  may  not  ignore  that  havoc 
such  delinquencies  have  wrought  on  families,  as  they  have 
on  individual  peace.  It  is  not  in  such  pages  as  these  we 
are  to  depicture — we  have  only  to  deprecate — the  shame 
on  the  one  hand,  with  the  remorse  on  the  other,  which, 
sooner  or  later,  attend  the  pursuit  of  any  project  at 
variance  with  this  high-toned  command.  It  is  only  as  de- 
teratives  from  incontinence  and  adultery  that  we  would 
allude  to  them  here.  Enough  to  say,  on  the  touching 
wind-up  of  such  tragedies,  that  when  the  novelist,  the 
satirest,  the  dramatist,  the  artist,  seek  for  a  theme  to 
portray  villany,  and  to  personate  anguish,  and  to  rouse 
to  a  generous  indignation,  that  theme  is  borrowed  from 
what  this  order  denies.  And  well  may  they,  since,  by 
such  infraction,  what  hopes  have  been  blasted — what 
high  promises  been  broken— what  awful  imprecations 
despised!  By  it  what  tears  have  been  shed,  even  to 
oceans— what  sighs  have  been  breathed,  even  to  storms 
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—what  hearts  been  broken,  even  to  quivering  fragments ! 
By  this  what  bloom  has  been  blighted — what  loveliness 
changed  to  ashes — what  bridal  attire  to  sackcloth — 
what  stately  strength  to  a  decrepit  weakness !  Yea, 
and  how  many  a  once  blushing  maiden,  hurried,  not 
to  a  premature  only,  but  to  what  is  far  more  dismal, 
even  to  a  dishonoured  grave.  Ah!  in  the  deadly  train  of 
this  destroyer,  mark,  as  the  retinue  passes  on,  heads  with 
Cain-like  brows — eyes  with  blood-shot  tears — cheeks  with 
hollow  misery — souls  in  spectral  wretchedness,  and  Death 
on  his  pale  horse  closing  the  ghastly  cortege,  with  nothing 
but  hell  following  after.  Contemplate,  we  say,  such  scenes 
and  figures  as  these,  and  if  one  sentiment  of  pity  remains 
yet  unscathed  in  the  bosom,  will  they  compel  every  man, 
and  persuade  every  woman  among  us,  to  stand  in  awe  of 
these  most  gaunt  transgressions. 

And  here,  while  so  many  exclude  one  sex,  we  must 
include  them  both  in  one  common  and  one  kindred 
infamy.  No  sympathy  have  we  with  the  usages  of  an 
age  that  would  visit  all  its  opprobrium  on  one  offender, 
and  suffer  her  guilty  partner  to  go  all  but  free.  Little 
does  it  say,  either  for  the  Christianity  or  the  credit  of 
our  country,  that  the  weaker  and  the  frailer  is  seized 
and  stamped  with  deepest  odium,  while  the  stronger  is 
permitted  to  enjoy  friends,  and  station,  and  fame,  as  fully 
and  as  freely  as  if  no  sin  lay  upon  him.  Certes,  if  a  dis 
tinction  of  punishment  is  to  be  made  at  all,  let  it  be  in 
favour  of  the  betrayed,  not  of  the  betrayer — of  her  the 
deceived,  not  of  him  who  varnished  the  damning  lie.  If 
she  is  to  be  stigmatised,  and  degraded,  and  shunned,  then, 
by  all  that  is  fair  and  equal,  so  let  him  be  too  whose  passion 
and  purse  have  conspired  to  effect  her  ruin.  To  escape 
these  deserts  in  both — to  avoid  the  contumely  and  the 


230  ENACTMENT  THE  SEVENTH. 

contempt  of  mankind,  these  are  surely  moral  persuasives 
against  every  aspect  of  such  criminality,  which  should 
operate  on  every  sensibility  not  yet  deadened  by  the 
trespass. 

But  to  crown  and  intensify  all  other  motives  to  keep 
by  the  farthest  from  all  such  iniquitous  doing,  never  be 
it  forgotten  that  the  book  of  life  stamps  it  with  the 
blackest  brand.  If  on  aught  the  wdll  of  God  is  most 
definitely  revealed,  it  is  on  this — if  on  aught  His  severest 
displeasure  is  stamped,  it  is  on  this — if  against  aught  the 
veriest  punishment,  it  is  this — even  any  violation  of  any 
feeling,  or  engagement,  or  relationship  referred  to  in  the 
seventh  commandment.  It  is  this  that  is  more  frequently 
forbidden — that  is  more  sternly  reprobated — that  is  more 
severely  denounced  in  the  inspired  pages,  than  any  other 
sin,  whether  it  be  confined  to  individuals,  or  branching 
out  to  one  large  nationality.  No  crime  depictured  like  it 
for  the  rapidity  of  its  ravages — for  the  swift  destruction 
that  follows  it,  from  Him,  all  whose  w^ays  are  holy,  all 
whose  paths  are  right.  0 !  and  what  shall  we  say  of  the 
effrontery  of  him,  who,  following  such  pursuits,  still  claims 
a  place  in  the  church,  or  still  wears  the  appellation  of 
Christian  \  Is  it  not  purely  disgusting  to  think  of  ears 
hearing  the  melody  of  the  sanctuary,  which  only  itch  for 
the  flatterer  \  Is  it  not  hateful  to  think  of  lips  muttering 
prayers,  which  are  contaminated  with  those  of  an  harlot  ? 
Is  it  not  grievous  to  think  of  feet  conducting  to  God's 
own  house,  which  led,  and  still  lead  to  the  hovels  of 
horror  and  crime?  Is  it  not  awful  in  any  to  be  drinking 
the  cup  of  the  Lord,  and  at  the  same  time  that  of  devils  ? 
Oh  what  mockery — what  impiety — what  sacrilege  in  any 
to  pretend  to  a  religion  whose  very  essence  is  holiness, 
while  cunningly  planning,  or  eagerly  panting  for,  or  hotly 
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pursuing  whatever  is  earthly,  sensual,  devilish  in  human 
disposition,  and  in  mortal  deed !     To  all  and  such  does  the 
Spirit  make  this  indignant  appeal,  "  Thou  who  sayest  a 
man  should  not  commit  adultery,  dost  thou  commit  adul 
tery?"     Let  this  stinging  sarcasm  deter  from  the  heinous 
inconsistency,  or  else  "rest  no  more  on  the  law,  neither 
make  thy  boast  of  God."     Oh  thou  false  Israelite !  know 
of  a  surety  that  it  will  be  less  tolerable  for  us,  with  our 
clearer  light,  than  it  was  even  for  Sodom  the  fetid,  or  for 
Gomorrah  the  foul,  if  we  walk  as  the  children  of  dark 
ness,  assured  as  we  are,  that  neither  "  fornicators,  adul 
terers,  nor  effeminate,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God/' 
Brethren,  these   being  some  of  the  astounding  evils 
which  are  sure  to  be  visited  on  the  sin  here  forbidden — 
evils  so  many  as  not  to  be  numbered,  as  of  such  magni 
tude  that  we  are  not  able  to  compute  them,  how  loudly 
do  they  all  repeat  this  apostolic  injunction,  to  "  flee  forni 
cation!"     In  the  debasement,  the  degeneracy,  the  shame, 
and  the  remorse  which  ensue,  how  affecting  a  corrobora- 
tion  of  what  Paul  thereafter  affirms  :  "  Every  sin  that  a 
man  doeth  is  without  the  body,  but  he  that  committeth 
this  sinneth  against  his  own  body,"  and  so  degrades,  so 
corrupts   his   soul !      Effectually,  [then,   to   preserve   us 
against  the  bias,  and  the  insidiousness,  and  the  urgency, 
and  the  eloquence  of  these  fleshly  preponderances  which 
so  war  against  the  spirit  of  man,  and  so  effectually  quench 
that  of  God,  be  it  ours  while  praying,  as  it  has  been 
enjoined,  to   beseech  converting  as  well  as  restraining 
grace — to  implore  those  purifying  influences  by  which  we 
may  be  thoroughly  cleansed  from  all  such  deceitful  lusts. 
Above  all,  be  it  the  immovable  determination  of  the 
young  to  resist  and  to  quell  the  very  first  impulse  to 
transgress.     And  all  of  us  cultivating  a  universal  purity, 
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and  imposing  a  most  salutary  restraint,  shall  we  with 
Paul  "keep  under  the  body,  and  bring  it  into  subjection" 
to  every  Christian  principle,  and  every  moral  will. 
"  Then  shall  we  walk  honestly  as  in  the  day,  not  in 
rioting  and  drunkenness,  not  in  chambering  and  wanton 
ness."  But,  putting  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  shall 
make  no  such  provision  "  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusts 
thereof." 

Brethren,  putting  on  Christ  reminds  me,  in  conclusion, 
that  the  nuptial  engagement   on  which  this  enactment 
is  based,  and  which  it  was  passed  to  preserve,  indicates  a 
connection  even  higher  and  loftier  still.     Yes,  a  spiritual 
Espousal   there    is  between  every  believer  and   Him  in 
whom  he  trusts.     As  members  of  His  mystical  body,  are 
the  faithful  united  to  Him  by  the  most  solemn  of  all 
marriage    covenants.       One   are   they   with    himself  in 
interest,  in  sentiment,  in  feeling — at  baptism  were  they 
bstrothed — at  the  supper  of  the  Lamb  were  consummated 
their  nuptials,  as  was  confirmed  their  vow.     Wearing  His 
name,  then,  as  His  spiritual  bride,  what  can  the  tie  in 
volve,  but  that  we  be  true  to  His  cause,  faithful  to  His 
honour,    and   loving   to    His   person  ?      What   can    the 
engagement  mean,   if  not  that  we  esteem,  and  honour, 
and  desire  Him  as  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand,  as 
the  alone  to  us — to  us  the  altogether  lovely  ?     Yes,  dwell 
ing  thus  in  His  house,  the  very  position  indicates  that 
we  admire  what  He  admires,  that  we  hearken  when  He 
speaks,  that  we  obey  what  He  requires,   in  all  things 
doing  His  pleasure.     And  0  !  what  honour  is  this  !  what 
felicity  is  this !  what  a  holy  distinction  to  have  for  our 
husband  the  Lord  himself — himself,  the  King  of  Glory ! 
This  relationship  be  it  ours  in  all  places  to  vindicate,  on 
all  occasions  to  respect,   on  all  opportunities  to  glory  in. 
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Never  in  aught,  by  tlie  most  transient  emotion,  let  us 
dare  to  injure,  to  insult,  or  to  dissolve  it,  as  it  is  only  by 
such  fidelity  and  lovingness  we  are  constituted  part  of 
that  elect  bride  Christ  has  affianced  to  himself,  and  which, 
like  her  Head,  is  all  glorious  within.  And  thus,  as  its 
constituent  members,  "  having  been  sanctified  with  the 
washing  of  water  by  the  Word,"  shall  He  present  us  at 
last  to  himself  as  to  His  Father,  "a  glorious  church,  not 
having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  but  holy  and 
without  blemish."  0!  as  His  wife,  having  thus  made 
ourselves  ready,  by  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief 
of  the  truth,  shall  we  "  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give 
honour  to  Him  when  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb 
shall  have  come."  For  then  shall  He  conduct  us  into 
His  celestial  banqueting-house — then,  thenceforth  and  for 
ever,  "  shall  we  sit  down  under  His  shadow  with  great 
delight,  while  His  fruit  will  prove  sweet  to  our  taste." 
That  such  may  be  our  lasting  companionship  with  the 
Beloved,  may  God  grant,  for  the  sake  of  the  Bridegroom. 
Amen. 


(Knadment  tlje 


ragtr. 

OLOKD,  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity,  just  and  right  art  Thou ! 
Justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitations  of  Thy  throne,  and  in  the 
outgoings  and  the  establishment  of  Thy  Son's  kingdom,  mercy  and  trutli 
go  before  Thy  face.  Therefore,  Lord,  do  we  worship  Thee — therefore, 
Lord,  do  we  trust  in  Thee— therefore,  Lord,  do  we  fear  Thee,  as  trying 
the  heart  and  the  reins.  We  adore  Thy  Son  and  our  Saviour  as  loving 
righteousness  and  hating  iniquity ;  and  because  of  this  we  would  realise  Him, 
and  appropriate  Him  as  Prophet,  as  Priest,  as  King,  anointed  with  the  oil 
of  gladness  above  His  fellows.  As  preaching  righteousness  in  the  great 
congregation,  Lord  may  we  hearken  to  Him  with  all  diligence,  and  receive 
the  law  at  His  lips.  May  we  imbibe  His  doctrines,  may  we  rely  on  His  pro 
mises,  may  we  observe  His  precepts,  and  drink  largely  of  His  spirit !  We 
confess  that  we  are  unrighteous,  as  we  are  unholy.  We  confess  that  we 
have  been  robbing  Thee  of  Thy  glory,  and  taking  from  the  honours  of  a 
Saviour.  Merciful  Father !  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  forgive  us  our  debts  as 
we  forgive  our  debtors!  Having  done  this  evil  in  many  ways,  grant  us 
grace  that  we  may  do  no  more.  May  we  render  unto  all  their  due,  and 
owe  no  man  anything,  but  to  love  one  another.  And,  Lord,  bless  the 
labours  of  our  hands,  that  we  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth.  As 
Thou  blessest  the  righteous,  so  bless  us — as  Thou  compassest  him  with  favour 
as  with  a  shield,  so  be  our  protector.  This  prayer  is  presented  in  the  name 
of  our  Divine  Intercessor.  Amen. 


LEVITICUS  vi.  1-5. 

1.  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  saying, 

2.  If  a  soul  sin,  and  commit  a  trespass  against  the  Lord,  and  lie  unto  his 
neighbour  in  that  which  was  delivered  him  to  keep,  or  in  fellowship,  or  in  a 
thing  taken  away  by  violence,  or  hath  deceived  his  neighbour ; 

3.  Or  have  found  that  which  was  lost,  and  lieth  concerning  it,  and  swear - 
eth  falsely ;  in  any  of  all  these  that  a  man  doeth,  sinning  therein : 

4.  Then  it  shall  be,  because  he  hath  sinned,  and  is  guilty,  that  he  shall 
restore   that   which  he   took  violently  away,  or  the  thing  which   he  hath 
deceitfully  gotten,  or  that  which  was  delivered  him  to  keep,  or  the  lost  thing 
which  he  found, 
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5.  Or  all  that  about  which  he  hath  sworn  falsely;  he  shall  even  restore  it 
in  the  principal,  and  shall  add  the  fifth  part  more  thereto,  and  give  it  unto 
him  to  whom  it  appertaineth,  in  the  day  of  his  trespass-offering. 

PniLippiANS  iv.  4-13. 

4.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  alway :  and  again  I  say,  Rejoice. 

5.  Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men.     The  Lord  is  at  hand. 

6.  Be  careful  for  nothing;  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  supplication 
with  thanksgiving  let  your  requests  be  made  known  unto  God. 

7.  And  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  shall  keep 
your  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus. 

8.  Finally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are 
honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever 
things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report;  if  there  be  any 
virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things. 

9.  Those  things,  which  ye  have  both  learned,  and  received,  and  heard, 
and  seen  in  me,  do:  and  the  God  of  peace  shall  be  with  you. 

10.  But  I  rejoiced  in  the  Lord  greatly,  that  now  at  the  last  your  care  of 
me  hath  flourished  again ;  wherein  ye  were  also  careful,  but  ye  lacked  oppor 
tunity. 

11.  Not  that  I  speak  in  respect  of  want:  for  I  have  learned,  in  whatsoever 
state  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content. 

12.  I  know  both  how  to  be  abased,  and  I  know  how  to  abound:  every 
where  and  in  all  things  I  am  instructed  both  to  be  full  and  to  be  hungry, 
both  to  abound  and  to  suffer  need. 

13.  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which  strengthened  me. 


Can  tide. 

PSALM  Ixii.  9,  to  the  end. 

SURELY  mean  men  are  vanity,  God  hath  it  spoken  once  to  me, 

And  great  men  are  a  lie;  Yea,  this  I  heard  again, 

In  balance  laid  they  wholly  are  That  power  to  Almighty  God 

More  light  than  vanity.  Alone  doth  appertain. 

Trust  ye  not  in  oppression,  Yea,  mercy  also  unto  Thee 

In  robbery  be  riot  vain ;  [as          Belongs,  O  Lord,  alone  : 
On  wealth  set  not  your  hearts,  when      For  Thou  according  to  his  work 

Increased  is  your  gain.  Rewardcst  ev'ry  one. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  15. 

"  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,     .          .     Thou  shalt  not  steal." 

BRETHREN, — The   fall   of  man   produced   not   more   of 
blindness  than  it  did   of  obstinacy;    and  haply  not  so 
much  an  ignorance  of  what  is  good,  as  a  proneness  to 
follow  what  is  evil.     If  the  moral  sense,  as  an  arbiter, 
was  not  entirely  hushed,  the  wish  to  obey  it  was  not 
merely  annihilated — it  was  reversed — and  the  want  of 
inclination    was   tantamount    to   a   lack   of    ability   to 
observe  any  righteous  commandment.     Knowing  what 
is  good,  after  that  catastrophe,  evil  was  present  with  a 
fallen  race ;  and  as  it  is  written,  they  all  went  out  of  the 
wav — all?  without  exception,  became  guilty  before  God. 
Now,  foreseeing  this,  and  that  they  might  have  no  cloak 
for  their  sin — foreseeing  this,  and  that  He  might  be  just 
when  He  judged  them — did  Jehovah  reiterate  from  Sinai 
what  He  had  enstamped  on  the  conscience  when  He  made 
it;  and  on  tablets  of  stone  did  He  re-imprint  what  at  first 
was  graven  on  the  fleshly  tables  of  the  heart.     Nor  was 
there  one  outflowing  of  original  sin  in  the  course  of  any 
actual  transgression  against  which  He  did  not  provide,  or 
which,  by  barriers  of  Divine  construction,  He  did  not  seek 
wholly  and  effectually  to  restrain.    As  the  universal  Pro 
prietor  of  that  stately  possession — the  earth — clearly  saw 
He  into  what  meads  its  wicked  cultivators  would  trespass, 
through  what  fences  they  would  break — what  verdant 
lawns   they  would   defile.     So   at   each  such  point   and 
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turn  was  inscribed  in  red  and  legible  characters,  "No 
road  this  way,  and  every  transgressor  shall  be  punished/' 
Or  watching  weary  travellers  while  toiling  on  to  Zion, 
and  ready  to  lose  their  way  amid  the  mists  and  glooms 
around  them,  did  He,  the  Good  and  the  Gracious,  erect  in 
these  lawns  so  many  landmarks  to  guide  them,  and  these 
do  point  with  rosy  fingers  to  the  paths  of  paradise.  Or 
as  the  vigilant  shepherd,  knowing  these  apertures  through 
which  the  flock  were  most  likely  to  break,  did  He  by  these 
restrictions  pen  and  hem  them  in,  so  that  they  might  be 
kept  from  the  mountains  of  vanity,  the  waste  wolds  of 
famine,  as  from  the  thickets  of  danger.  Or  as  a  solicitous 
parent  with  the  precipice  nearest  his  house,  intuitively  sure 
that  this  threatened  most  peril  to  his  youthful  offspring 
—a  peril  all  the  more  imminent  from  their  own  care 
less  giddiness — does  our  heavenly  Father  raise  in  these 
statutes  one  continuous  parapet  around  it,  lest  they 
should  clamber  over  and  be  dashed  to  the  gulf  below. 
Prone  to  idolatry  as  we  have  proved,  a  bar  is  here 
interposed — prone  to  profaneness,  a  bar  is  also  here — and 
to  desecrate  the  ordinances,  a  bar  is  also  here.  Prone  to 
show  disrespect  to  superiors,  a  bar  is  also  here — and  to 
kill — and  to  be  guilty  of  uncleanness,  are  bars  also  here, 
many  as  these  devious  paths.  These  we  have  already  tried 
to  measure  in  their  height,  their  depth,  and  their  thickness. 
In  our  farther  survey  of  these  ramparts  by  which  mount 
Zion  is  distinguished,  as  by  which  protected,  we  advance 
to  another  of  them  raised  against  the  enemy.  The  tower 
is  this  by  which  all  honesty  is  defined  in  its  negative, 
and  by  which,  in  the  positive,  what  is  false  or  unfair  is 
condemned.  Out  it  stands,  and  up  it  rises  in  this  most 
plain  and  peremptory  prohibition,  "Thou  shalt  not  steal/' 
How  this  enactment  may  be  broken— 
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I.  In  regard  to  others  ;  and, 

II.  In  regard  to  ourselves— 

Let  us  attempt  at  this  present  to  discover;  and  for 
your  sakes  as  for  mine,  may  God's  blessing  accompany 
the  endeavour. 

f  int*    We  begin  in  this  case  with  others,  as  it  is 
clearly  them,  the  prohibition  was  framed  to  protect.     As 
it  comprises  one  of  those  duties  we  owe  to  our  neighbour, 
it  cannot  be  out  of  order  to  set  him  forth,  first  as  the 
principal  object  of  regard.     Nor  can  we  conceive  anything 
wiser  or  more  needful  than  this  righteous  judgment.     In 
extreme  helplessness  man  comes  into  this  world,  and  each 
moment  of  his  existence  is  calling  forth  fresh  supplies. 
His   first    consciousness    is    conversant   with  want — an 
impression  which  grows  with  his  growth,  and  strengthens 
with  his  strength.     To  meet  these  requirements  of  his 
physical  organism,  as  of  his  social  condition,  his  must  be 
the  command  of  certain  and  sundry  possessions.     As  an 
instinct,  therefore,  to  meet  such  wants,  the  principle  of 
"acquisitiveness"  is  strong  and  deep-seated  in  his  nature. 
And  in  a  mind  like  his,  driven  from  its  equipoise  by 
passion,  and  pride,  and  lust,  how  liable  is  he  to  covet, 
then  to  seize,  then  to  appropriate,  and  then  to  employ 
what  he  has  no  other  claim  to  than  that   which  desire 
awakens !     How  ready  here  is  might  to  triumph   over 
right!    How  ready  is  ingenuity  to  plan,  and  cunning  to 
perpetrate  whatever  can  gratify  or  sustain  at  the  expense 
or  the  peril  of  others  !     Now,  presupposing  this  to  be  our 
frailty,  and  to  warn  against  its  bias,  as  to  deter  from 
its   commission,  was  graven  this   commandment  on  the 
sparkling  tablatures   of  Sinai.     Graven  was  it,  too,  to 
give  christianised  effort  and  legitimate  exercise  to  that 
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self-seeking  propensity  which  is  inherent  in  us  all,  and 
which  it  were  downright  affectation,  nay,  downright  false 
hood  to  deny.  "It  directs  to  industry  as  the  secret  of 
our  support,  to  frugality  as  the  secret  of  our  comfort,  and 
to  contentment  as  the  secret  of  our  honesty."  Well,  then, 
do  we,  and  wisely,  to  ponder  this  passage,  which,  short 
though  it  be,  is  pregnant  with  great  moral  verities. 

To  commence  our  consideration  of  it,  as  intimated — by 
this  law  is  regulated,  or  ought  to  be  regulated,  our  whole 
intercourse  with  others  in  regard  to  temporal  property, 
domestic  management,  as  to  reputation  in  the  world. 
Here  we  have  a  bar  to  which  we  all  are  cited — here  a 
statute  by  which  we  all  are  tried — here,  too,  a  Judge  who 
is  to  pronounce  our  sentence.  To  the  tribunal  of  this 
enactment  the  omniscient  and  just  Legislator  summons 
all  who  openly,  wantonly,  or  wittingly  do  "unjustly 
hinder  their  neighbour's  wealth  or  outward  estate."  So 
that,  charged  with  this  warrant,  we  bring  up  the  usurper 
who  has  stripped  an  unoffending  monarch  of  his  terri 
tory,  driven  him  into  exile,  and  seated  himself  on  his 
throne — charged  with  this  warrant,  we  bring  up  to  it 
the  ambitious  aggressor,  the  daring  invader  of  nations, 
to  which  no  right  but  superior  force  can  be  preferred. 
Nor  care  we  here  for  monarch's  rank,  neither  for  despot's 
frown.  Among  these,  from  Alexander  the  Great — plun 
derer — till  now,  may  be  ranked  the  most  gigantic  free 
booters  that  ever  laid  waste  the  world.  Charged  with 
this,  we  can  arrest  the  peculator  who  fattens  on  the 
spoils  of  his  office,  and  cheats  a  whole  country  to  enrich 
himself;  for  verily  there  have  been  since  Judas  many 
"  a  thief"  while  bearing  the  bag  of  our  public  monies ! 
Entrusted  with  this  mandate  can  we  man  our  fleets,  and 
charge  our  guns,  and  set  our  sails,  and  give  chase  to  the 
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ruffian-corsair — take  him,  and  capture  him,  too,  by  God 
and  man's  command.  With  this  we  can  pursue  the 
burglar,  right  over  every  highway,  and,  daring  as  he  be, 
arrest  him.  With  this  we  can  try  the  lurking,  creeping 
thief,  who,  under  covert  of  nocturnal  darkness,  breaks 
through  into  our  houses  to  steal.  With  the  grasp  of  this 
law  we  can  clutch  the  hand  of  the  forger,  and  dash  the 
pen  from  his  fingers,  or  light  up  his  sin  by  its  glare. 
With  this  we  can  tract  the  incendiary  when  bent  on  his 
cowardly  deed ;  and,  aided  by  other  commissions,  may  we 
extinguish  that  spark  intended  to  kindle  a  great  fire,  or 
if  too  late  for  that,  can  we  bring  the  dastard  to  justice. 
Nor  can  even  the  meanest,  the  lowest,  with  impunity 
escape  the  glance  of  this  keen-eyed  commandment.  The 
swindler  it  at  once  takes  hold  of,  the  pilferer  it  at  once 
detects ;  and  a  pin  is  not  a  servant  furtively  to  touch,  for 
it  is  written  elsewhere,  "not  purloining" — as  it  is  written 
here,  man,  "  thou  shalt  not  steal." 

These  are  thieves  by  profession,  and  so  right  safe  are 
we  in  condemning  them.  But  others  there  are,  as  thorns 
and  briers  in  the  flesh  of  the  social  community,  who,  with 
a  less  rough  exterior,  and  with  smoother  tongues,  have 
yet  all  of  this  "ravenousness"  in  their  hearts.  These  be 
they  whom  necessity  has  driven  to  such  invention,  or  whom 
a  bad  education  has  blinded,  or  whom  a  worse  disposition 
has  depraved — they  who  in  their  moral  obliquity  call 
what  is  evil,  good.  Fraudulency  the  most  unblushing 
they  uphold  as  the  fairest  dealing — claims  incurred  by 
gambling  they  exact  as  debts  of  honour,  omitting  the 
dis  before  it.  Penuriousness  they  style  prudence,  extra 
vagance  they  laud  as  liberality,  while  inflicting  the  deepest 
injury  on  all  they  can  affect  or  victimise.  Leaving  these 
open  violators  enumerated — not  to  go  to  their  place,  but 
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praying  for  their  reformation,  that  they  may  yet  become 
as  yon  writhing,  expiring  one  on  a  cross,  who  was  once 
their  brother,  and  whom  Christ  that  day  met  in  paradise 
—we  must,  in  faithfulness  to  our  mission,  as  to  its  Giver 
and  ourselves,  proceed  to  notify  sundry  offences  against 
which  the  voice  of  this  high-toned,  manly,  godly  law,  is, 
without  faltering,  raised — offences,  alas!  by  much  too 
common  in  private  life,  as  in  the  commercial  world.  And 
as  money  answereth  to  all  things,  as  the  settled  repre 
sentative  of  property — as  it  is  most  readily  concealed — as 
it  ministers  to  every  pleasure,  and  nutriments  all  our 
pride— it  is  the  love  of  this  that  constitutes  the  root  of 
this  evil.  Drawn  aside  from  the  straight  path  of  honesty, 
which  alone  is  true  honour,  by  this  Satanic  suasion,  we 
have  to  lament,  as  we  must  expose,  the  false  returns  of 
income  that  are  being  made  by  many — and  the  most  in 
the  more  opulent  classes — to  save  themselves  from  a 
due  support  of  national  public  burdens.  0  the  imagi 
nation — vulgar  as  it  is  vicious — is  that  no  wrong  thing 
it  is  to  defraud  the  revenue  by  any  act  of  deception,  or 
by  any  utterance  of  falsehood,  or  by  any  contraband 
merchandise!  All  the  gratitude  such  men  show  to  that 
Providence  who  hath  dealt  so  bountifully  with  them,  is  to 
insult  His  law — all  the  patriotism  they  feel  for  their  per 
sonal  protection  and  public  freedom,  is  to  cheat  that 
Government,  and  impair  the  executive  of  that  constitu 
tion  by  which,  under  God,  they  are  secured.  So  slender 
is  their  principle  of  truth,  that  a  little  gold  dust  is 
enough  to  outweigh  it,  and  so  slight  is  their  hold  of  the 
soil  of  justice,  that  the  merest  breath  of  the  most  meagre 
advantage  can  tear  it  up  by  the  roots.  Nor  charge  we  here 
thus,  void  of  that  proof  which  forces  to  such  an  exposure. 
From  documentary  evidence  we  speak,  spreading  over  a 
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series  of  years — evidence  which  goes  to  show  that  we 
are  either  the  poorest  or  the  most  chicaning  people  on 
the  face  of  the  globe.     Would  that  we  were  the  poorest ! 
but  this  horn  of  the  dilemma  is  that  which  cannot  be 
taken,   so  -long   as   our  nobles   are   as   kings,    and   our 
traffickers  as  merchant  princes.     Surely,  brethren,  thus  to 
evade  that  general  taxation,  which,  after  all,  buys  our 
privileges  cheaply,  indicates  a  lack  of  public  spirit,  as  it 
must  do  of  private  worth,  to  say  nothing  of  godliness. 
As  surely  it  augurs  no  good  to  our  national  stability  and 
eminence,  while,  as  the  deficiency  thus  caused  must  be 
made  up  by  others,  injustice  is  done  to  them,  and  the 
burden  which  the  richer  should  sustain  is  placed  on  the 
shoulders  of  those  who  are  less  able  to  bear  it.     And 
what  does  all  this  internal  derangement,  if  it  weaken 
not  the  sinews  of  a  state  by  causing  complaints  and  envy 
— if  it  does  not  so  far  barter  her  independence  for  the 
lust  of  pride,  of  pleasure,  or  of  profit  \     What  is  this,  I 
ask,  but  to  traverse  every  rule  of  revelation — to  speak  a 
lie  instead  of  the  truth,  every  man  unto  his  neighbour  ] 
What  is  this,  but  a  refusal  to  render  unto  Csesar  the 
things  that  are  Caesar's  \ — what  but  to  withhold  custom 
from  those  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  tribute  from  those  to 
whom  tribute  1     When   lending   themselves   to   such   a 
paltry  enslavement,  let   the  wealthy  who  can  deceive, 
only  think  that  though  no  human  eye  can  peer  into  their 
coffers — no  human   investigation  detect   the   unworthy 
fraud — that  there  is  an  eye  that  sees  into  it,  and  a  mind 
that  knows  it  all.     Yes,  God  search  eth  the  heart,  and  if 
such,  or  any  other  iniquity  be  therein,  "  the  Lord  will  not 
hear"  your  prayers  in  need,  nor  your  cry  in  the  time  of 
trouble.     Never  let  it  be  forgotten  that  the  day  is  coming 
which  will  bring  to  light  every  hidden  work  of  darkness. 
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Persisting  in  this  most  unpatriotic  and  infamous  conceal 
ment  of  the  truth — this  grave  writing  of  a  lie — may 
those  most  deeply  culpable  be  addressed  in  the  startling- 
sentence  of  James,  "  Go  to,  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and 
howl  for  your  miseries  that  shall  come  upon  you/'     The 
stigma  on  all  wealth  thus  wrongfully  retained,  is,  "  your 
gold  and  silver  are  cankered."     By  adopting  a  method  so 
despicable,  and  so  base,  for  augmenting  it,  if  not  repented 
of  and  forsaken,  the  risk  is  incurred  of  its  "rust"  rising 
"  up  as  a  witness  against  you,  to  eat  your  flesh  as  it  were 
fire."     Then,  in  applying  this  law  of  God  to  this  exigency 
of  the  times  we  live  in,  let  us  all  see  to  it  that  our  glori 
ous  polity  is  maintained,  and  our  commercial  facilities 
continued,  and  our  armies,  when  demanded  in  warfare 
defensive,   be   supplied,    and   our   "gallant   ships"    well 
found,  and  yet  our  poor   not  thereby  oppressed;    and 
all  this  by  an  equal  distribution  of  imposts,  with  our 
proportional  payment  of  them,  lest  "we  heap  treasure 
together  at  the  last  days."     And  never  be  it  forgotten 
that  in  no  one  form  in  which  we  can  be  guilty  of  it, 
is  there  the  permission  to  steal. 

But,  alas  for  our  depraved  ingenuity!  the  modes  of 
defrauding  our  neighbour  can  be  traced  to  every  depart 
ment  of  the  state — the  civil,  the  monetary,  the  manufac 
turing,  the  commercial,  while  even  the  ecclesiastical  is 
not  always  free  of  the  sin.  Impossible  is  it  to  drag  to 
light,  in  order  to  reprove  by  this  enactment,  the  hidden 
works  of  dishonesty  which  are  daily  and  hourly  being 
practised  among  us.  When  we  think  of  the  very  low  ebb 
to  which  this  phase  of  morality  has  degenerated  in 
matters  of  bargain  and  sale,  in  the  connection  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  we  estimate  any  legislative  movement  wise, 
because  urgently  wanted,  which  would  limit  the  ability  of 


ENACTMENT  THE  EIGHTH.  247 

defrauding,  and  punish  all  attempts  to  withhold  what  is 
due,  and  can  be  rendered,  by  swift  and  signal  punishment. 
As  it  now  is,  and  has  been,  nothing  seems  so  lucrative  as 
bankruptcy,  nothing  so  cumulative  of  wealth,  as  it  is  with 
water,  than  to  stop  all  lawful  payments,  and  defy  every 
rightful  claim.  This  is  the  method  of  many  when  hasting 
to  become  rich.  The  very  call  for  such  legal  interfer 
ence,  however,  bears  its  evidence  to  the  libel,  the  eighth 
commandment  compels  us  to  draw  out  and  serve,  not  on 
individuals,  but  assuredly  on  a  system  too  well  known, 
and  too  often  made  practical  by  men  of  all  ranks  and 
professions.  Yes,  the  discoveries  that  are  ever  and  anon 
being  made,  the  exposures  that  recurringly  take  place  from 
every  corner  of  the  land,  cry  aloud  for,  while  they  too 
fully  justify  all  such  corrective  endeavours  to  arrest  this 
national  evil.  Now,  on  such  practical  points  as  these, 
what  are  the  requirements  embodied  in  the  enactment 
now  passing  under  our  review  1  In  case  of  every  loan, 
or  what  is  styled  credit,  if  time  is  granted  to  pay  all,  as 
it  was  by  the  lenient  creditor,  then  must  all  care  and 
attention  be  given  to  the  pecuniary  obligation,  so  that 
when  required  it  may  be  removed.  Against  all  neglect 
our  rule  utters  its  warning,  and  insists  on  punctuality 
and  promptitude,  as  we  would  "further  the  wealth  of 
others."  Where  the  ability  does  exist  at  all,  at  whatever 
pain  and  sacrifice,  the  requirement  here  is  to  restore  what 
we  have  borrowed,  if  not  with  usury,  with  interest.  Of 
this  the  law  approves,  as  satisfying  all  its  demands.  If 
debts  are  incurred,  this  must  be  done  with  a  rational 
expectation  of  being  in  a  position  to  pay  them,  and  when 
thus  contracted,  far  as  this  law  is  concerned,  there  is  no 
ground  of  complaint.  But  when  a  return  is  never  made, 
or  where  less  by  far  or  by  near  is  returned  than  the 
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solemn  stipulation  held  out,  then  comes  a  matter  to  be 
sifted,  a  matter  to  be  explored  by  the  light  of  this 
testimony  of  Horeb.  In  the  intricate  interlacings  of 
business,  in  an  inevitable  connection  with  others,  haply 
not  so  sagacious  or  so  cautious  as  ourselves,  a  reverse 
cannot  be  avoided.  As  well  might  we  censure  Job  for 
his  adversities,  as  we  might  countless  multitudes  who 
have  suffered  such  sad  vicissitude.  Only  let  these 
engagements  be  entered  into  with  good  and  honest  heart, 
only  let  us  labour  with  hand  and  head  in  all  industry 
and  frugality  to  answer  them — then  no  fault  can  be 
charged,  even  when  failure  ensues.  In  this  case  we  pity, 
but  the  law  comes  not  to  condemn.  And  only  when 
this  does  occur  let  all  be  given  up  without  reserve  or 
concealment  to  meet  the  righteous  requirement  of  liqui 
dating  far  as  we  can ;  and  short  as  may  be  the  actual  of 
the  promised,  still  not  are  we  within  the  range  of  violat 
ing  the  eighth  commandment.  And  let  harshness,  or 
abuse,  or  imprisonment  follow  from  this,  then  do  these 
parties  change  places,  and  the  creditor  becomes  chargeable 
to  the  debtor  with  the  non-payment  of  that  indulgence 
which  his  uprightness  has  earned;  and  thus  he  himself 
transgresses,  by  denying  that  justice  which  this  very  law 
demands. 

Still,  with  all  this  notified,  and  readily  and  feelingly 
allowed,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  very  loose  and  unscrip- 
tural  views  are  afloat  in  regard  to  our  dealings  with 
others.  Neither  can  it  be  concealed  that  most  latitudi- 
narian  practices  are  pursued,  and  most  unwarrantable 
liberties  taken  with  the  means  and  the  substance  of 
others.  Against  these,  and  from  Sinai,  too,  is  lifted  up 
the  voice  of  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  who  with  equal 
hand  deals  out  to  all  their  awardments,  and  who  in  no 
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conceivable  emergency  can  complacently  look  on  any  in 
whose  hand  is  this  mischief,  "  or  whose  right  hand  is  full 
of  bribes."     Then,  where  debts  are  contracted  without 
the  ability,  or  even  the  intention  of  paying  them,  I  need 
not  add  that  a  most  flagrant  offence  is  committed  against 
every  dictate  of  justice.     Or  let  unlooked-for  embarrass 
ments  arise,  and  let  the  conduct  emulate  that  of  Ananias 
and  Sapphira,  by  retaining,  by  secreting,  by  denying  what 
belongs  of  right  to  the  sufferers — I  need  not  say  that  on 
such  fraud,  such  falsehood  as  this  the  face  of  Jehovah  must 
frown.     But  even  after  a  legal  discharge,  should  resources 
become  abundantly  available,  assuredly  are  we  morally 
bound  to  pay  to  the  uttermost  farthing.     And  though 
there  are  honourable  exceptions,  alas !  the  rule  now  is  to 
eat,  to  drink,  to  make  merry,  to  forget  all  past  incur- 
ments,  to  sink  all  former  arrears,  and  haply  push  on  to 
more.     Out  of  millions  of  money  thus  due,  not  in  the 
estimate  of  man,  but  in  that  of  God,  units  have  scarcely 
been  returned,  and  the  applause  that  such  honourableness 
elicits,  only  more  painfully  reveals  our  sad  and  heart- 
sinking  degeneracy.     What   ought  to  be  done  when   a 
brilliant  prosperity  succeeds  a  cloudy  reverse,  self-respect 
combines  with  Christianity  at  once  in  deciding.     But 
what  is  done  too   often,  and  too  generally,  fills  us  with 
sorrow  and  fear.      Limiting  the  remark  only  to  cases 
where    a   full  payment    after  a    compromise    would   be 
attended  with  little  sacrifice — would  still  leave  enough 
and  to  spare  for  comfort,  for  convenience,  for  alms — we 
cannot  but  affirm,  in  face  of  a  flourished  discharge,  that 
the  precept  is  set  at  naught  which  directs  us  to  owe  no 
man  anything,  but  to  love  one  another,  if  nothing   is 
thereon  returned.      Neglected   is  verily  Christ's  golden 
rule  which  saith,  "  As  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto 
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you,  so  do  ye  also  unto  them."  Nor  is  there  a  more 
irritating  and  humiliating  spectacle  of  human  depravity 
than  to  behold  the  once  reduced  one  "  clothed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  and  faring  sumptuously  every  day," 
while  the  indulgent  creditor,  whom  he  now  ignores,  has 
scarcely  a  frugal  meal;  or  to  see  this  once  bankrupt  one 
now  rolling  in  a  splendid  carriage,  and  dashing  past  yon 
humble  unnoticed  pedestrian,  to  whom  large  sums  are  yet 
unpaid.  If  this  is  a  resurrection  from  bankruptcy,  in  the 
sight  of  God  as  in  the  sense  of  every  honest  man,  it  is 
unto  "  shame  and  contempt."  Over  all  such  exhibitions 
of  presuming  insolence  and  unjust  ostentation  as  these, 
a  sound  is  heard,  as  at  midnight  among  ruins,  and  the 
sound  thus  speaketh  :  0  man  t  0  dishonourable  man ! 
"  Thou  shalt  not  steal." 


On  this  head,  which  is  to  enumerate  sundry 
examples  of  the  manner  in  which  a  man  may  defraud 
himself,  you  may  be  induced  to  ask,  how  can  this  occur? 
Cannot  self  do  with  self  as  it  pleases,  daring  the  inter 
meddling  of  any?  May  I  not  do  what  I  please  with 
mine  own — my  time,  my  talents,  my  influence,  or  my 
possessions?  No,  we  are  not  our  own,  more  by  creation 
than  we  are  by  redemption ;  and  even  if  we  stood  in  a 
savage  isolation  from  all  men,  for  the  mode  in  which  we 
employed  as  many  of  these'  as  we  could,  would  we  be 
called  to  account.  And  much  more  is  responsibility  here 
incurred,  seeing  that  "  no  man  liveth  unto  himself,"  but 
that  we  are  all  bound  by  the  cords  of  manifold  and  indis 
soluble  relationships.  The  stewardship  of  each  embraces 
self  the  first ;  but  our  conduct  will  be  judged  of,  and 
determined  on  at  the  last  day,  not  as  it  stands  between 
ourselves  and  God  only,  but  also  as  it  bears  upon  others. 
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Say,  then,  that  we  consult  personal  ease  to  the  detriment 
of  public  benefit — say  that  we  indulge  in  lethargy  or  idle 
ness  till  we  deeply  injure  ourselves,  then  sure  I  am  this 
law  will  bear  witness  against  us — say  that  one  man  has 
received  from  his  Creator  vigorous  powers  of  body  and 
mind,  but  that  he  suffers  both  to  languish  and  weaken 
for  lack  of  exercise — that  the  first  of  one  class,  he  will  not 
give  to  labour,  the  second  of  another,  not  to  profound 
investigation.  Then,  what  by  attention  would  have  been 
sharpened,  is  left  in  bluntness — what  by  friction  had  been 
brightened,  for  lack  of  it  is  left  in  dulness — what  by 
tension  had  stretched  out,  for  lack  of  it  is  only  crumpled 
up  and  shrivelled.  Time,  the  grand  estate  of  all  the 
living,  may  be  suffered  to  glide  on  and  hurry  by,  without 
or  improvement  or  pleasure ;  and  what  might  have 
yielded  a  rich  harvest  of  both,  bears  nothing  but  that 
produce  whose  end  is  to  be  burned  with  fire.  Adopting 
such  a  practice,  or  rather  no  practice  at  all,  verily,  a  man 
robs  himself  of  whatever  is  most  valuable,  whatever  is 
most  highly  prized  by  the  noble,  the  industrious,  the 
benevolent ;  and  instead  of  being  rich  in  these  respects, 
as  he  might  have  been,  he  is  "  poor  indeed."  From  him 
self  he  steals  what  had  brought  intellectual  dignity— 
steals  from  himself,  if  we  can  so  speak,  all  those  stores  of 
knowledge  which  mental  activity  had  amassed.  Himself 
he  deprives  of  all  social  influence,  being  justly  despised— 
himself  he  deprives  of  that  good  name  which  so  many 
strive  to  obtain.  If  otherwise  unprovided  for,  himself 
he  deprives  of  healthful  sustenance  for  the  body,  since 
"  he  that  will  not  work,  neither  let  him  eat,"  is  the  irre 
versible  sentence  of  Heaven — himself  he  deprives  even  of 
seemly  apparel,  as  "drowsiness  clothes  him  with  rags." 
Ah!  and  more  serious  still,  by  himself  is  filched  away 
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day  by  day  continually,  every  justifying  account  at  the 
judgment.  He  may  speak  then  of  having  wrapped  his 
talent  closely  up  in  a  napkin  —  of  his  having  hidden  it  in 
the  earth;  but  the  woe  and  the  wail  will  follow  the  de 
nunciation  of  an  indignant  Master,  ?  "  Cast  ye  the  wicked, 
the  slothful,  the  unprofitable  servant  into  outer  darkness  ; 
there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 

But  not  only  is  the  implied  injunction  here  to  industry 
as  the  only  true  path  to  honesty,  but  there  is  that  which 
points  to  a  just  and  legitimate  use  of  what  has  been 
amassed.  Not  only  are  we  to  labour  with  our  own  hands, 
but  we  are  to  be  careful  —  not  only  to  get,  but  properly 
to  apply  that  which  is  lawful  and  necessary  for  the  body, 
for  the  outward  estate,  as  for  domestic  utilities.  And 
here  we  are  warned  and  cautioned  against  all  squander 
ing  of  our  substance  in  the  indulgence  of  pride  or  of 
pleasure.  The  prohibition  here  is  against  all  extravagant 
expenditure  of  what  is  required  for  support,  or  for  com 
fort,  for  charity  —  against  all  that  may  injure  our  wealth. 
And  we  cannot  but  think  here,  of  the  luxuriousness  of 
whatever  is  comprised  in  our  domestic  arrangements,  as 
at  this  present  age  displayed.  We  think  with  severe  re 
probation  of  the  ostentatious  parade  —  of  the  expensive 
decorations  —  of  the  rich  and  costly  viands,  with  which 
so  many,  even  of  the  unopulent,  are  now  found  to  groan. 
We  think  of  the  whole  course  of  that  sumptuous,  if  not 
riotous  living,  which,  like  the  haughty  spirit  with  many, 
comes  before  a  fall.  We  cannot  but  be  reminded  by  this 
interpretation  of  the  commandment,  of  the  contest  now 
carried  on  by  each  rank  to  emulate  the  superior,  and 
wholly  outshine  the  equal  —  the  contest  among  us  all, 
here,  elsewhere,  and  everywhere,  which  class,  or  which 
family  shall  be  the  greatest  in  splendour  of  dress  and 
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equipage,  in  meats,  in  drinks,  in  garnishings.     0 !  it  is  a 
stately,  but  an  affecting  show,  and  one,  too,  full  of  vanity 
— it  is  right  imposing  to  witness,  but  ofttimes  wrong  to 
practise — it  may  be  sweet  to  participate  in,  but  alas!  as 
we  have  seen  it,  and  others  most  deeply  felt,  bitter  is  it 
to  pay  for.     We  hint  not  now  at  others  suffering  for 
such  expenditure  where  it  is  wholly  unwarrantable  ;  but 
we  insist  on  the  wrong  a  man  inflicts  on  himself  by  any 
such   sinful   excess — any   such  vapouring  vanity — any 
such  ostentatious  exhibitions  as  are  out  of  sorts  with  his 
fortune,  or  his  station,  and  that  of  whatever  degree.    Ah ! 
he  may  not  perceive  it,  but  a  dark  shadow  is  haunting 
his  paths — he  may  not  for  a  period  feel  it,  but  a  grasp 
and  a  gripe,  as  from  the  fingers  of  a  man's  hand  which 
wrote  on  Belshazzar's  palace-wall,  are  behind,  impatient 
to  seize  him.     And,  taken  thus  all  suddenly,  the  counten 
ance  of  high  revel  changed,  and  the  banquet  no  more 
regarded — the   minions   who   smile   at  his  fulness,  will 
retire  to  leer  at  his  folly.     Ween  ye  not,  brethren,  that 
such  an  one  has  been  robbed  of  his  means — robbed  of  his 
credit — robbed  of  his  health — robbed  of  his  peace  ?     Yes, 
and  who  is  the  depredator  here  1    None,  alas  !  but  himself. 
And  far  from  extenuating  the  fault,  the  conviction  of  this 
will  stick  as  a  barb  in  his  soul,  and  more  emphatically 
will  he  curse  the  day  of  his  birth,  when  the  humiliating 
reverse  assails  him.     When  the  lot  of  the  drunkard  and 
the  glutton,  which  is  poverty,  "comes  as  one  that  tra- 
velleth,  and  want  rushes  on  him,  even  as  an  armed  man" 
— then,  assured  that  his  own  pride  and  prodigality  have 
brought  him  to  a  morsel  of  meat,  will  he  the  more  deeply 
deplore  what  has  been  squandered,  and  read  in  his  piti 
able  state,  as  he  never  read  it  before,  this  same  cautionary 
sentence,  "Thou  shalt  not  steal" — from  thyself. 
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In  this  category  of  sinfulness  we  might  include  the 
opposite  character,  and  bring  in  peDuriousness  in  the 
room  of  prodigality.  We  might  picture  the  man  whose 
soul  is  locked  up  with  his  money — who  is  ever  saying 
to  the  fine  gold,  Thou  art  my  confidence  and  joy.  We 
might  expatiate  on  his  despicable  meanness  in  all  his 
worldly  transactions,  his  denying  himself  what  conve 
nience  and  comfort  demand,  when  blessed  with  the  means 
of  obtaining  them.  Following  his  relational  progress, 
we  would  see  him  grinding  the  poor,  taxing  their  neces 
sities,  and  repaying  them  with  a  wretched  pittance.  We 
would  see  him  accumulating  a  store  which  he  shall  never 
enjoy,  and  "heaping  up  riches  in  the  world,  not  knowing 
who  shall  gather  them."  We  would  see  him  debasing 
every  feeling,  prostituting  every  sentiment,  paralysing 
every  generous  impulse,  nay,  sacrificing  friends  and 
favourites  with  his  own  soul  on  the  altar  of  this  cruel 
Moloch.  We  see  him  on  his  death-bed  at  last,  his  failing 
eye  bent  on  the  heaps  before  him,  his  withered  arm 
stretched  out  in  the  vain  attempt  to  encircle  them,  and 
his  cold,  pale,  quivering  hand  moving  in  the  imaginary 
act  of  counting  those  stores  from  which  he  is  now  to  be 
torn ;  and  such  a  deplorable  sight  as  this  is  would  convince 
the  most  sceptical  that  "  there  is  that  withholdeth  more 
than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty."  This,  indeed, 
would  teach  us  that  "  he  who  trusteth  in  his  riches  shall 
fall" — teach  .us  affectingly,  too,  in  the  name  then  left 
behind,  "that  he  who  withholdeth  corn,  the  people  shall 
curse  him."  All  this  we  might  do,  did  it  not  tend  to  the 
same  point,  did  it  not  elucidate  by  another  phase  of  it 
the  wretched  selfishness  of  the  heart  of  all  unregenerate 
men.  But  courses  are  these  like  the  confluence  of  streams 
running  from  opposite  directions,  and  forming  one  mighty 
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How,  which  become  all  the  more  disastrous  and  distress 
ing  when  we  trace  out  their  inevitable  effects  on  those 
with  whom  their  pursuers  are  ever  most  closely  associated. 
No  man  born  of  a  woman  can  absolutely  exist  alone. 
Where  it  is  attempted  we  have  a  solecism  which  is 
unseemly,  a  monstrosity  which  we  shun  to  contemplate. 
The  bond  which  entwines  us  with  others  may  be  the 
looser  or  the  tighter,  it  may  be  more  immediate  or  more 
remote,  still  it  does  exist,  and  cannot  be  undone.  Now, 
every  touch  of  such  profligacy  or  such  niggardliness — for 
here  the  result  is  one — vibrates  throughout  the  whole 
line  of  our  relationships,  how  far  soever  extending. 
Whether  as  a  spendthrift  or  a  miser,  if  a  member  of  the 
church,  he  either  has  not  to  give,  or  will  not  give  that 
pecuniary  support  to  it  which  is  most  justly  claimed; 
while  the  discredit  he  throws  on  it  by  his  spirit  or  his 
practice  is  the  infidel's  fondest  theme.  As  a  master,  if 
he  is  so,  either  to  feed  his  sordidness,  or  to  minister  to 
his  voluptuousness,  he  takes  from  domestics  what,  in  their 
behalf,  justice,  humanity,  and  the  Gospel  conspire  at  once 
in  demanding.  "  If  a  brother  or  a  sister  be  naked,  or  in 
want  of  daily  food/'  either  no  supply  will  be  granted  by 
the  niggard,  or  the  squanderer  has  nothing  to  give — so, 
despite  the  inspired  censure,  both  hide  themselves  from 
those  of  their  own  flesh,  and  keep  from  them  that  which 
is  due.  Neither  is  there  one  domestic  sequence  following 
from  this  sinful  selfishness  that  does  not  blacken  its 
blame  worthiness,  that  does  not  empurple  its  guilt.  Yes, 
a  tinge  is  this  of  offence  against  the  eighth  enactment  of 
the  Decalogue  which  receives  its  utmost  depth  in  the 
closer  entwinings,  in  its  nearer  connections  of  home.  I 
hear  the  descendants  of  such  odious  parents  perishing  for 
lack  both  of  food  and  knowledge ;  I  see  their  daily  bread 
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tasteless  and  scanty;  I  sec  them  pining  and  withering 
away,  like  unsheltered  plants  in  the  heath,  in  coldness 
and  nakedness,  the  very  necessaries  of  life  but  meagrely 
dealt  out ;  and  then  I  see  robbery  in  a  form  more  gaunt 
and  pitiless  by  far  than  when  perpetrated  on  the  Queen's 
highway.  But  in  yon  dim  corner  seated,  mark  ye  yon 
woman  with  eye  bewildered,  with  countenance  dejected, 
with  frame  all  trembling  and  lean,  glaring  at  the  slender 
morsels  being  eagerly  devoured  by  children,  herself, 
though  famishing,  not  lessening  the  repast — too  small 
already — because  she  is  their  mother.  And  this  is  she 
whom  the  hateful  prodigal  or  the  sordid  wretch  swore  to 
love  and  protect,  driving  her  by  no  long  circuit  to  an 
untimely  grave!  And  what  is  this,  what  can  it  be  but 
defrauding  those  of  ourselves  of  meat,  clothing,  shelter, 
nay,  of  all  that  can  be  stolen,  with  their  good  name  to 
boot?  Verily,  if  every  sin  "deserves  God's  wrath  and 
curse,  both  in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come,"  such 
flagrant  injustice  as  this  is  cannot  go  unpunished. 

Be  it  seen,  then,  understood,  and  remembered,  as  in 
other  evolutions  of  the  law,  how  much  is  comprehended 
in  this  one  beyond  the  bare  letter  of  it — beyond  robbery, 
or  theft,  or  peculation,  or  embezzlement,  as  these  are 
cognisable  by  the  penal  enactments  of  man.  Here  be  it 
perceived  how  clear  we  may  be  of  all  human  tribunal, 
and  yet  have  to  encounter  God's.  See  you  here,  that 
though  when  tried  by  mundane  standards  we  may  be  up 
to  the  mark,  or,  at  least,  as  far  so  as  others,  and  yet  that, 
when  tried  by  the  requirements  of  the  King  of  kings, 
we  may  sink  down  to  a  miserable  shortcoming.  So  that 
while  all  such  dishonesty  affects  for  evil  our  neighbour, 
or  while  it  paralyses  all  righteous  endeavour  in  ourselves, 
we  may  not  forget  that  a  wrong  is  done  by  the  same 
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transaction,  by  the  same  disposition,  to  the  Wisest,  the 
Greatest,  the  Best.     Yes,  impossible  is  it  to  transgress  in 
any  of  these  respects  without  taking  from  Jehovah  so 
much   of  His   honour   and    praise.      By   lethargy   and 
sluggishness,  by  covetousness  and  extravagance,  as  well 
as  by  direct  frauds — in  each  point  we  insult  His  Majesty, 
while  we  despise  His  authority,  since  these  in  His  all- 
perfect  and  precious  Word  are  forbidden.      Degrading 
ourselves  by  pursuits  or  feelings  which  tend  to  loss,  and 
damage,  and  detriment,   and  injury,  we  scandalise  our 
holy  religion,  and  so  do  we  obscure  those  attributes  from 
which  it  proceeded,  and  which  it  was  formed  to  display. 
AVe  impede  its  every  intent  so  often  as  we  infringe  its 
commandments.     "The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness 
thereof;"  and  whatever  is   unjustly  appropriated,  or  in 
juriously  spent,  is  clearly  abstracting  from  Him  what  we 
have  no  title  to  claim,  and  applying  it  to  purposes  for 
which  it  was  never  intended.     Failing  in  all  these,  we  so 
far  fail  in  meeting  our  obligations  to  our  Maker;  and 
coming  short  of  these  it  is  impossible  to  render  unto  God 
the  things  which  are  God's,  arid  so  from  Him  we  steal. 
In  this  light  we  re-enact  the  part  of  Eve  in  her  compli 
cated  iniquity — Eve  who,  while  secretly  appropriating 
what  was   not  her   own — Eve  who,  while  perfidiously 
depriving  herself  and  all  her  posterity  of  paradisian  bliss, 
also  robbed  God  of  His  glory.     Acting  thus,  while  pro 
fessing  to  be  Christians,  we  once  more  number  Jesus  with 
the  transgressors — once  more  associate  His  blessed  and 
Divine  name  with  that  of  Barabbas  the  robber.     In  the 
worst  of  all  senses  we  become  bankrupts,  where  no  com 
promise  is  admitted ;  and  if  we  make  no  restitution  while 
space  is  allowed  for  working,   if  we  do  not  forsake  our 
sins,  if  we  do  not  seek  to  Christ  to  make  up  our  deficiencies 
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in  respect  to  law  and  worship,  the  time  will  come  when 
we  shall  be  cast  into  prison — the  dreary  dungeon  of 
perdition — and  there  be  left  to  pine  till  we  have  paid  the 
uttermost  farthing,  and  which,  as  being  impracticable 
then,  we  shall  be  there  held  for  ever.  Ah  !  then  of  such 
transgressors  shall  it  be  said,  "Their  flesh  upon  them 
shall  have  pain,  and  their  soul  within  them  shall  mourn." 
And  in  view  of  what  we  have  contracted — in  view  of  our 
many  defalcations  and  defailances  in  what  we  owe  to 
God  the  Just,  to  Christ  the  Gracious,  to  the  Spirit  of 
love  and  holiness — are  we  constrained  to  petition  as  taught 
us,  "  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,"  in  thy  great 
mercy,  and  from  thine  overflowing  graciousness,  "  forgive 
us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors." 

But,  to  reach  a  sound  practical  improvement,  seeing  the 
aggravated  nature  in  any  sort  of  "  unjustly  hindering  our 
own  or  our  neighbour's  wealth  or  outward  estate,"  be  it 
ours  to  behave  ourselves  wisely  and  in  a  perfect  way— 
ours  to  escape  this  same  corruption  in  thought,  design, 
and  deed,  which  at  present  abounds  in  our  land,  through 
the  lust  of  gaining,  the  lust  of  holding,  or  the  lust  of 
squandering  what  we  have.  From  the  very  disgrace  and 
danger  of  dishonesty,  be  it  ours  more  highly  to  prize 
what  is  honest,  and  most  rigid]y  to  follow  it,  as  the 
children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day.  To  the  testimony 
of  the  Lord,  which  is  ever  sure,  be  it  ours  always  to 
appeal  —  ever  to  hearken  to  His  voice,  rather  than  to 
the  dictates  of  a  cruel  and  a  crooked  policy.  Without 
this  constant  recurrence  to  the  Scriptures,  we  shall  gra 
dually  become  familiarised  with  the  low-set  morality  of 
a  speculative  and  voluptuous  age,  and  so  prepare  our 
selves  to  follow  the  multitude  in  the  pursuance  of  this 
great  national  evil.  "Without  this,  we  shall  forget  what 
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saith  the  Son  of  God,  by  our  hearkening  only  to  what 
say  the  children  of  the  world.  Never  ought  we  "to 
make  ourselves  of  the  number  of  some  who  commend 
themselves  ;  but  they,  measuring  themselves,  by  them 
selves,  and  comparing  themselves  among  themselves,  are 
not  wise."  And  searching  to  discover  what  saith  the  God 
of  Israel,  we  shall  find  the  effulgence  of  Sinai  reflected  by 
Calvary,  as  it  is  with  each  law  of  the  sacred  decade.  What 
saith  Moses  r(  this,  "  Thou  shalt  not  defraud  thy  neigh 
bour,  neither  rob  him  ;"  and  what  saith  Paul?  even  this, 
"  Now,  therefore,  there  is  utterly  a  fault  among  you ;  nay, 
ye  do  wrong  and  defraud,  and  that  your  brethren." 
"  Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God  1 "  In  condemnation  of  idleness,  ponder 
these  words  of  the  apostle,  "  Let  every  man  abide  in  the 
same  calling  wherein  he  was  called."  To  censure  it  still 
farther — at  the  same  time  all  inordinate  extravagance- 
has  he  written  it  thus,  "  If  any  man  provide  not  for  his 
own,  and  especially  those  of  his  own  house,  he  hath  denied 
the  faith,  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel."  As  a  preventive 
against  penuriousness,  with  an  encouragement  to  honest 
toil,  and  a  stern  prohibition  against  theft  in  its  guise  as 
well  as  its  disguise,  has  Paul  again  recorded,  "  Let  him 
that  stole,  steal  no  more,  but  rather  let  him  labour  with 
his  own  hands  the  thing  which  is  good,  that  he  may  have 
to  give  to  him  that  needeth."  Following  such  directions 
as  these,  we  shall  be  obedient  to  the  law  now  propounded, 
rendering  to  all  their  due,  and  with  other  demands  already 
quoted,  "fear  to  whom  fear,  with  honour  to  w^hom  honour." 
And  thus,  too,  far  as  these  requisites  are  involved,  shall  we 
be  preparing  to  abide  in  the  Lord's  tabernacle,  and  dwell 
in  His  holy  hill,  even  "  by  walking  uprightly  and  working 
righteousness."  Thus,  too,  shall  we  exhibit  one  essential 
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element  of  a  religion  that  is  "pure  and  uiidefiled,"  by 
doing  what  its  Author  commends,  and  what  its  Finisher 
displays.  Then  shall  we  attend  to  what  Jehovah's  own 
hand  has  stamped  with  the  title  of  "good,"  and  what 
embodies  His  requirement  to  man — "  even  to  do  justly 
and  to  love  mercy" — while,  in  observing  the  first  table  of 
the  law,  "  we  shall  walk  humbly  with  God."  0  !  and  all 
this  let  us  consider— all  this  let  us  estimate — all  this  let 
us  admire — all  this  let  us  follow — assured  as  we  are  that 
the  "  sayings  of  the  prophecy  of  the  book  will  soon  be 
sealed,  and  that  the  time  is  at  hand,"  when  "  he  that  is 
unjust  shall  be  unjust  still,  and  he  which  is  filthy  shall 
be  filthy  still."  God  grant  that  we  be  righteous  arid  holy 
now,  that  we  may  be  so  still  after  these  trials  are  ended ; 
and  to  Christ  shall  be  the  praise.  Amen. 


(&\u\ttmn\t  t\t 


OLORI),  Thou  art  the  true  God  in  thyself — the  origin  and  the  Author 
of  all  truth  in  Thy  chosen  children.  On  the  souls  of  angels,  on  the 
minds  of  men,  hast  Thou  impressed  this  righteous  perception.  We  rejoice, 
O  God,  to  know  that  Thou  art  of  unswerving  faithfulness,  and  that  Thy 
promises  are  all  yea,  and  all  amen  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  the  glory  of  this 
perfection.  In  the  utterance  of  Thy  will — in  the  announcement  of  Thy 
threatenings — in  the  offer  of  Thy  rewards,  Thou  art  not  man  that  Thou 
shouldst  he,  nor  the  son  of  man  that  Thou  shouldst  repent.  Yea,  we  bless 
Thee  that  the  covenant  of  grace  is  well  ordered  in  all  things,  and  sure ;  and 
that  more  abundantly  to  show  unto  the  heirs  of  promise  the  immutability  of 
Thy  counsel,  it  hath  pleased  Thee  to  confirm  it  by  an  oath.  Blessed  God, 
by  this  Thy  condescension  and  kindness,  may  we  be  induced  to  flee  for 
refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  us !  As  the  righteous  God 
loveth  righteousness,  be  pleased  to  cleanse  us  from  unrighteousness ;  and 
may  we  ever  cherish  and  utter  that  truth  which  thou  requirest  in  the  inward 
parts.  Enable  us  on  all  occasions,  and  at  all  times,  to  speak  the  truth  to 
our  neighbour.  Against  him,  his  good  name,  his  influence — Jehovah  pre 
serve  us  all  from  ever  bearing  false  witness.  O  may  we  never  backbite 
with  our  tongue — neither  take  up  any  reproach  against  him — neither  suffer  as 
a  busybody  in  other  men's  matters !  In  all  our  ways  may  we  exemplify  the 
end  of  this  commandment,  which  is  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart,  out  of  a 
good  conscience,  out  of  faith  unfeigned.  O  may  Thine  own  Spirit  put  this 
spirit  of  veracity,  and  fidelity,  and  candour,  and  brotherly  kindness,  into 
our  inward  parts,  so  that  the  mind  of  Christ  may  be  there !  Lest  we 
wander,  may  He  guide  us  into  all  truth — lest  we  stumble,  may  He  uphold 
us.  Wherein  we  have  offended  against  this  rule,  be  graciously  pleased  to 
forgive  us,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  our  Saviour.  Amen. 


ftsson. 


LEVITICUS  xix.  14-19. 

14.  Thou  shalt  not  curse  the  deaf,  nor  put  a  stumbling-block  before  the 
blind,  but  shalt  fear  thy  God:  I  am  the  Lord. 

15.  Ye  shall  do  no  unrighteousness  in  judgment:  thou  shalt  not  respect 
the  person  of  the  poor,  nor  honour  the  person  of  the  mighty:  but  in  right 
eousness  shalt  thou  judge  thy  neighbour. 

16.  Thou  shalt  not  go  up  and  down  as  a  talebearer  among  thy  people : 
neither  shalt  thou  stand  against  the  blood  of  thy  neighbour :  I  am  the  Lord. 


264  ENACTMENT  THE  NINTH. 

17.  Thou  shalt  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  heart:  thou  shalt  in  any  wise 
rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not  suffer  sin  upon  him. 

18.  Thou  shalt  not  avenge,  nor  bear  any  grudge  against  the  children  of 
thy  people,  but  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself :  I  am  the  Lord. 

19.  Ye  shall  keep  my  statutes. 

PROVERBS  xxvi.  20,  to  the  end. 

20.  Where  no  wood  is,  there  the  fire  goeth  out ;  so  where  there  is  no  tale 
bearer,  the  strife  ceaseth. 

21.  As  coals  are  to  burning  coals,  and  wood  to  fire;  so  is  a  contentious 
man  to  kindle  strife. 

22.  The  words  of  a  talebearer  are  as  wounds,  and  they  go  down  into  the 
innermost  parts  of  the  belly. 

23.  Burning  lips,  and  a  wicked  heart  are  like  a  potsherd  covered  with 
silver  dross. 

24.  He  that  hateth  dissembleth  with  his  lips,  and  layeth  up  deceit  within 
him; 

25.  When  he  speaketh  fair,  believe  him  not :  for  there  are  seven  abomina 
tions  in  his  heart. 

26.  Whose  hatred  is  covered  by  deceit,  his  wickedness  shall  be  shewed 
before  the  whole  congregation. 

27.  Whoso  diggeth  a  pit  shall  fall  therein  :  and  he  that  rolleth  a  stone,  it 
will  return  upon  him. 

28.  A  lying  tongue  hateth  those  that  are  afflicted  by  it ;  and  a  flattering- 
mouth  worketh  ruin. 


Caittitk 


PSALM  xv. 
WITHIN  Thy  tabernacle,  Lord,  Who  doth  notslander  with  histongue, 

Who  shall  abide  with  Thee  ?  Nor  to  his  friend  doth  hurt ; 

And  in  Thy  high  and  holy  hill  Nor  yet  against  his  neighbour  doth 

Who  shall  a  dweller  be  ?  Take  up  an  ill  report. 

The  man  that  walketh  uprightly,  In  whose  eyes  vile  men  are  despis'd  ; 

And  worketh  righteousness,  But  those  that  God  do  fear 

And  as  he  thinketh  in  his  heart,  He  honourcth ;  and  changeth  not, 

So  doth  he  truth  express.  Though  to  his  hurt  he  swear. 

His  coin  puts  not  to  usury, 
Nor  take  reward  will  he 
Against  the  guiltless.     Who  doth  thus 
Shall  never  moved  be. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  16. 

'•'And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,     .     .     .     Thou  sJialt  not  bear  false 
witness  against  thy  neighbour.'1'1 

BRETHREN, — As  a  mere  subject  of  intellectual  investiga 
tion,  the  moral  law,  even  where  it  is  summarily  compre 
hended,  demands  our  strictest  scrutiny,  and  our  best 
regards.  Various  and  most  weighty  considerations  con 
duct  us  to  this  conclusion.  There  is,  first,  its  intrinsic 
excellence  as  a  rule  of  life ;  and  there  is  its  amazing 
comprehensiveness,  embracing  all  that  is  required  in  our 
varied  connection  with  our  Maker  and  mankind,  along 
with  what  we  owe  to  ourselves.  To  find  out  what  first 
it  demands — to  discover  its  more  remote  requirements — 
to  measure  the  girth  of  its  stem,  and  trace  out  the  rami 
fications,  to  their  veriest  minuteness,  of  this  stately  tree 
— this  requires  an  exercise  of  mind,  than  which  none  can 
be  more  healthful  and  improving.  Then,  as  a  topic  of 
biblical  learning,  we  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  command 
ments,  without  being  unacquainted  with  countless  pass 
ages,  and  warnings,  and  reproofs  with  which  the  inspired 
pages  abound.  As  we  would  search  the  Scriptures  to 
learn  them,  we  must  not  overlook  what  is  concentrated 
in  the  Decalogue,  and  what  therefrom  shines  over  all 
the  sacred  enclosure.  Like  the  vine  which  was  brought 
out  of  Egypt,  this  with  its  shadow  covers  over  the  whole 
Book  of  God.  And  then  the  call,  intellectually  and  prayer 
fully,  to  examine  each  of  these  germs  of  holiness — even 
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with  microscopical  minuteness — becomes  all  tlie  more 
urgent,  when  we  remember  that  the  obligation  to  practise 
them,  and,  therefore,  to  study  their  nature,  their  number, 
their  extent,  is  universal.  Wherever  there  are  rational 
and  accountable  beings,  of  whatever  class  or  clan — of 
whatever  sphere  or  clime,  these  mandates  of  the  Almighty 
are  with  them  as  landmarks  to  direct,  as  limits  to  restrain, 
or  as  lights  to  guide  them.  Originally  written  in  Hebrew, 
there  is  no  speech  nor  language  in  which  their  voice  is  not 
heard,  and  the  line  of  what  was  first  made  known  in  a 
wilderness  has  gone  out  through  all  the  earth — their 
words  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Not  are  they  confined 
to  the  audience  that  first  heard  their  thunders — nor 
to  the  eyes  that  beheld  their  shining  tables — nor  to  the 
lips  that  first  vowed  obedience.  As  stringent  are  they 
on  Britain  as  ever  they  were  on  Canaan — as  binding  on 
our  monarch  as  ever  they  were  on  Moses.  The  Jew  has 
to  do  with  them,  so  has  the  Gentile — the  barbarian  has 
to  do  with  them,  so  has  the  Greek — the  bond  has  to  do 
with  them,  so  has  the  emancipated  Christian.  What  was 
given  from  Sinai,  the  mount  of  beatitudes  has  con 
firmed,  while  by  Christ  was  it  all  fulfilled.  More  than  this 
yet,  this  subject  ought  to  engage  our  best  and  deepest, 
our  renewed  and  prolonged  attention,  not  only  on 
these  accounts,  but  because  of  its  permanent  importance. 
Unlike  ought  that  is  ceremonial,  it  has  not  ceased,  and 
never  will  cease  to  be.  Old  as  it  is,  even  co-eval  with 
Adam,  no  symptom  of  senility  is  here ;  but  this  great 
moral  Flora  is  as  beautiful  and  vigorous  as  when  it 
was  growing  in  Eden.  Neither  can  it  ever  lose  its  power 
— neither  be  denuded  of  its  authority  as  an.  index  of  faith 
and  feeling.  With  us  it  is  still  as  it  was  with  our  fathers, 
and  as 'with  us,  so  shall  it  be  with  our  children.  At  our 
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death-beds  it  will  appear  —  at  the  world's  assize  it  will 
appear,  while,  by  its  penalties,  as  indicative  of  unbelief, 
we  shall  be  punished,  or  by  its  awardments,  as  proving 
our  discipleship,  shall  we  be  made  happy  throughout  all 
coming  ages.  Surely,  then,  as  tests  of  genuine  Chris 
tianity,  or  as  guides  of  conduct,  right  needful  is  it  that 
we  be  recurringly,  if  not  constantly  reminded  of  these 
statutes,  belonging  as  they  do  to  our  welfare  here,  as  to 
our  felicity  hereafter. 

Harbouring  these  views,  proper  have  we  deemed  it  to 
enter  on  an  expository  and  exhortative  course  of  remark 
on  these  commandments,  which  involve  such  momentous 
interests.  With  the  design  of  instructing  some,  of  warn 
ing  others,  of  reproving  others,  and  of  stirring  up  by  way 
of  remembrance  the  pure  minds  of  others,  has  the  attempt 
been  so  far  made  to  do  this  with  all  fidelity  and  plainness. 
Touching  our  intercourse  with  our  fellow-men,  we  have 
found  that  we  must  be  respectful  —  that  we  must  be 
merciful  —  that  we  must  be  chaste,  and  that  we  must  be 
honest.  In  what  we  are  now  to  enter  on,  we  are  required 
to  be  truthful  ;  and  this  is  contained  in  the  memorable 
utterance  of  the  text,  "  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness 
against  thy  neighbour."  In  ascertaining  the  extent  of 
this  law,  let  us  discover  — 

I.  The  territories  it  encloses  ;  and 

II.  How  we  are  to  avoid  any  trespass. 

While  the  beneficial  results  of  observing  its  boundaries, 
may,  by  God's  grace,  furnish  inducements  to  keep  it. 


Reflected  from,  or  embodied  in  this  one  nega 
tive,  we  read  one  standing  characteristic  of  the  Trinity— 
"  a  God  of  truth,  arid  without  iniquity,  just  and  right  is 
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He."  Evidently  have  we  the  broad  and  general  attribute 
of  a  Being,  all  whose  works  are  done  in  verity  of  purpose, 
as  with  singleness  of  aim — of  a  Saviour,  too,  who  is  the 
True  and  Faithful  Witness — and  of  a  Spirit,  too,  whose 
province  it  is  to  lead  those  whom  He  influences  unto  all 
truth.  Therefore  have  we  in  it  the  requirement  of  one 
Divine  Unity,  which  is  truth  on  the  lip,  truth  in  the 
conduct,  and  truth  in  the  inward  parts.  So  that  what 
constitutes  a  reflexion  of  God's  eternal  nature  forms  at 
the  same  time  an  evidence  of  man's  renewed  one,  and 
what  is  God's  will,  becomes  man's  duty.  And  as  by  the 
deductions  of  anatomy,  founded  on  God's  invariable  pro 
cedure,  we  can  describe  the  whole  extinct  species  though 
lost,  from  any  one  part  that  is  found — so  from  this  one 
branch  of  it  which  this  ordinance  specifies,  we  can  regale 
ourselves  by  a  sight  of  truth  in  all  its  moral  phases. 
Indeed,  wherever  we  are  true,  as  to  design,  in  one  point, 
we  cannot  be  false  in  any.  Here,  then,  as  a  whole  per 
sonification,  we  have  commended  to  oar  regards  what 
has  been  the  most  earnest  search  for,  and  formed  the 
most  eager  inquiry  of  the  best  and  most  wise  of  our 
race  ever  since  time  began.  Long  before  Pilate  put  to 
Christ  this  question,  "What  is  truth1?"  had  it  been  agitated 
by  speculative  minds ;  and  since  he  asked  it,  has  it  been 
repeated  in  every  forthcoming  age.  This  to  solve  has 
philosophy  offered,  this  to  solve  has  learning  wrought, 
and  with  grand  success.  This  to  elucidate  or  imitate  has 
art  sent  forth  her  finest  figurations.  Yes,  this  same 
mental  deity,  but  without  idolatry,  has  history  professed 
to  worship,  so  has  poetry,  so  has  ethical  science.  By 
antiquity  was  it  pursued ;  by  the  middle  ages  was  it  pur 
sued;  while  modem  times  have  panted  to  attain  and 
proclaim  it,  and  that  to  a  happy  advantage.  Ay,  and  in 


ENACTMENT  THE  NINTH. 


269 


its  most  grave  and  august  aspect,  truth  gleams  out  most 
gloriously  in  the  Scriptures,  as  bearing  on  man  and  his 
Maker — man  and  the  things  of  his  soul — man  and  his 
forthcoming  being.  Not  against  God,  nor  any  of  His 
creatures,  have  these  ever  borne  untrue  testimony,  but  by 
discovery  and  enforcement,  by  doctrine  as  by  precept, 
have  they  spoken  the  thing  that  is  right.  Oh!  the 
truths  which  are  here,  are  beyond  all  the  grandest — truths 
which  will  last  and  be  living  when  physical  investigation 
shall  have  done  its  work,  and  been  laid  down  to  slumber. 
The  offspring  of  Heaven  is  truth,  the  firstborn  child  of 
the  Highest,  personified  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  most 
honoured  guest  is  He  that  has  visited  this  lower  world, 
or  which  it  will  ever  receive  or  entertain ;  and  thrice 
happy  are  they  who  seek,  they  who  find,  they  who  retain 
this  most  precious  possession  :  "  The  merchandise  of  this 
truth  is  better  than  the  merchandise  of  silver,  and  the 
gain  thereof  than  of  fine  gold." 

But  in  selecting  that  department  of  truth  which  is 
textual,  we  have  singled  out  for  our  admiration  and 
adoption  what  must  be  uttered  while  bearing  our  testi 
mony,  or  giving  our  evidence  regarding  our  brethren 
around  us.  It  lifts  up  its  voice  against  whatever  can 
injure,  or  hurt,  or  annoy  them  in  mind,  in  body,  or 
estate,  by  the  conceiving  or  the  uttering  of  falsehood. 
This  in  its  every  form  we  take  to  be  ranged  under 
one  gaunt  leader — perjury — and  every  minor  offence  to 
fall  in  with  that  which  is  gravest.  By  minor  we  mean 
less  in  consequences  or  aggravation,  but  not  in  guilt  or 
criminality,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  every,  even  the 
least  sin,  "  deserves  God's  wrath  and  curse,  both  in  this 
life  and  that  which  is  to  come."  In  defining  the  limits  of 
this  law,  our  imagination  is  that  its  arms  embrace  what- 
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ever  is  contrary  to  fact,  or  to  the  real  state  of  the  case 
in  reference  to  our  neighbour's  sentiments,  or  opinions, 
or  character,  or  actions.  Against  every  such  breach  of 
justice,  or  candour,  or  honesty,  it  lifts  up  its  warning 
finger,  and  emphatically  exclaims — beware.  On  all  such 
ground  it  forbids  every  man,  every  woman,  nay,  every 
child,  to  enter.  Suppose  that  a  promise  is  made,  either 
to  do,  or  not  to  do — either  to  be  present  or  absent- 
either  to  favour  or  discountenance — and  let  that  promise 
be  broken — this  is  the  law  that  condemns  it,  as  explicated 
by  the  apostle,  "  Lie  not  one  to  another ; "  or  as  by  him 
exposed  in  his  condemnation  of  the  heathen,  being  "cove 
nant-breakers,"  "truce-breakers,"  as  they  were  "false 
accusers."  All  this  is  bearing  false  witness  to  them,  and 
therefore  it  is  against  them.  Or  suppose  that  a  state 
ment  has  been  advanced,  and  then  retracted,  that  ground 
has  been  taken,  and  then  shifted,  that  something  has  been 
said  to-day,  and  unsaid  to-morrow — this  is  the  law  which 
brands  such  pitiful  tergiversation — a  law  whose  most 
heroic  dictate  is  that  we  swear  to  our  own  hurt,  and  that 
we  change  not.  This,  too,  is  to  mislead  him,  and  conse 
quently  against  thy  neighbour.  Or  suppose  that  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  deal  subtilely,  as  did  Satan 
with  Eve — to  mystify  by  some  dubious  saying,  and  by 
such  perplexing  ambiguities  to  darken  counsel — then  this 
is  the  law  which  frowns  down  all  such  paltry  equivoca 
tion,  even  as  Solomon  describes  it,  "  As  a  madman  who 
casteth  fire-brands,  arrows,  and  death,  so  is  the  man  that 
deceiveth  his  neighbour,  and  saith,  Am  not  I  in  sport  ? " 
Or  suppose  there  be  the  lie  of  the  slimy,  slippery  Jesuit, 
the  concealment  of  what  alone  brings  out  the  meaning  of 
the  mind — a  concealment,  therefore,  which  changes  the 
whole  feature  of  the  case,  nay,  which  may  easily  reverse 
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it,  and  stamp  sin  with  the  signet  of  righteousness — then 
this  is  the  law  to  which  he  becomes  amenable.  Yes, 
against  all  such  devices  of  the  father  of  lies,  the  arch- 
deceiver  from  the  beginning,  the  fiendish  accuser  of  the 
brethren — against  all  such  damaging,  distorting,  danger 
ous  mental  reservation,  it  lifts  up  its  candid  warning,  and 
insists  on  what  David  sung,  "  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my 
heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me" — that  same  Lord  "  who 
at  every  one,  both  whose  inward  thoughts  and  heart  are 
deep,  will  shoot  an  arrow,  so  that  suddenly  shall  they  be 
wounded,"  while  the  righteous  shall  be  glad,  and  the 
upright  in  heart  shall  glory. 

A  general  correctness  in  sentiment,  then — a  singleness 
and  sincerity  of  utterance,  then — a  full  and  universal 
truthfulness,  then,  are  here  set  forth  as  the  ruling  motives 
• — as  the  governing  principles  in  all  our  communications 
with  others.  Our  yea  must  be  yea,  our  nay,  nay;  and 
whatsoever  is  without  or  within  these,  cometh  of  evil. 
So  positive  is  this  insistment,  that  without  these,  no  good 
can  be  in  man — no  religion — no  piety — no  morality ;  and 
if  characteristically  guilty  thereof,  offenders,  we  are  told, 
shall  have  their  "part  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with 
fire  and  brimstone." 

But  types  of  crime,  and  modes  of  sinning  are  these, 
which,  as  we  have  hazarded,  become  the  more  flagrant 
and  odious,  as  they  bear  on  the  interests  of  the  innocent, 
or  such  as  are  wrongfully  accused.  And  from  its  more 
wide  and  diffusive  plains,  a  remark  is  this  which  intro 
duces  us  to  its  better-defined,  and  more  strictly-watched, 
as  well  as  more  narrow  enclosure.  It  bring  us  to  the 
citadel  or  stronghold  of  Jehovah's  will,  on  this  depart 
ment  of  duty,  which  none  with  impunity  may  assail.  Its 
subject  is  every  man — its  object  every  man's  brother. 
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As  his  life  is  to  be  sacred,  and  we  must  not  kill — as  his 
property  is  to  be  sacred,  and  we  must  not  steal — as  his 
person  is  to  be  sacred,  and  we  must  not  commit  adultery, 
so  his  reputation  is  to  be  sacred,  and  we  must  not  bear 
false  witness.  Whatever  it  is  that  has  respect  to  his  per 
sonal  credit,  or  prosperity,  or  safety,  or  comfort,  or  use 
fulness,  therefore,  is  specially  protected  here.  Whatever 
it  is  that  wounds  his  feelings,  or  disturbs  his  tranquillity, 
or  interrupts  the  flow  of  his  affections,  is  strictly  guarded 
here.  Whatever  it  is  that  can  lower  his  professional  stand 
ing,  or  interfere  with  his  many  relationships,  or  tend  to 
alienation  or  dislike,  is  closely  guarded  here.  In  all  these 
respects,  the  injunction  is  "to  execute  the  judgment  of 
truth  and  peace  in  your  gates,"  as  it  is  to  speak  the  truth 
every  man  "of"  as  well  as  "to  his  neighbour."  It  is 
admitted  that  truth  is  often  a  libel  in  God's  law,  as  well 
as  in  man's,  because  infringing  that  charity  which  rejoiceth 
not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth.  Still,  as  the 
voice  of  the  commandment  is  simply  against  what  is 
false,  to  this  we  must  now  be  confined.  As  here  laid 
down,  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  attend  to  what  is  true 
in  every  statement  that  involves  the  characters,  the 
motives,  the  transactions  of  those  anent  whom  we  con 
verse,  or  in  reference  to  whom  we  testify.  And  wherever 
the  aspersion  is  breathed,  or  the  dark  insinuation  haz 
arded,  or  the  slander  uttered,  or  the  hostile  conclusion 
drawn — wherever  this  is,  the  ninth  regulation  of  Sinai's 
law  is  despised — wherever  faults  are  augmented,  or 
virtues  diminished,  there  be  a  lack  of  fairness  to  man, 
evincing  no  fear  of  God.  Though  we  do  not  first  utter 
the  detracting  tale,  yet,  if  we  prove  its  echo,  verily  we 
extend  its  circuit,  and  instead  of  building  up,  we  pull 
down  that  "  loving  favour,"  which  is  better  than  silver, 
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and  this  judge  of  our  speech  brings  us  to  its  bar.     Nay, 
should   we   hearken   to   accusations    in   a    dogged    and 
cowardly  silence,  right  well  assured  of  their  falseness,  we 
give  in  an  unhandsome  consent,  and  have  part  and  lot 
in  the  sin.     "  Open  thy  mouth/'  is  the  noble  admonition 
of  the  Scriptures— "judge  righteousness  and  plead  the 
cause  of  the  poor  and  needy" — needy,  in  sooth,  when 
assailed  without  power  of  reply.     This  is  to  be  done  just 
as  Jonathan  spake  good  of  David  in  the  audience  of  his 
vengeful  father.     Even  in  common  discourse,  or  in  ordi 
nary  and  every-day  walk,  "  Thou  shalt  not  go  up  and 
down  as  a  tale-bearer  among  thy  people,"  saith  the  Lord. 
And  if  there  is  a  village  or  a  town  in  our  land,  at  every 
entrance  unto,  or  outgoing  from  which  this  ought  not  to 
be  written — if  there  is  a  street,  or  a  lane  in  any  of  these, 
where  no  requirement  is  to  be  thus  reminded — verily  we 
know  them  not.     Neither  in  hazarding  this  allegation  do 
we  deem  that  the  law  is  transgressed— the  neighbourhood 
as  a  whole  may  be  chargeable,  though  many  are  free 
from  the  fault. 

But  we  come  to  the  leader  of  this  huge  though  paltry 
array,  and  this  is  in  the  case  of  solemn  judicial  pro 
cedure.  Whether  this  take  the  turn  of  the  civil  or  the 
criminal,  whether  it  respect  property  or  conduct,  right  or 
guilt,  the  magnitude  of  the  subjects  gives  point  and 
pressure  to  the  commandment.  Think  of  a  man's  good 
name  thus  openly  and  maliciously  blasted,  never  more  to 
bud!  Think  of  his  rights  being  sworn  away,  never 
more  to  be  recovered !  Think  of  his  possessions  being 
thus  alienated,  never  more  to  be  restored !  Nay,  more, 
think  of  his  liberty  being  endangered,  his  personal  free 
dom  broken  by  the  utterance  of  falsehood!  Think  of 
him  being  banished  from  his  country,  or  even  of  his 
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losing  liis  life,  by  unsound  circumstantial  evidence,  or  by 
a   heartless    and   hellish    conspiracy   against  truth,  and 
justice,  and  righteousness!     Surely  such  possibilities  as 
these,  originating  in  human  malice,  and  passed  by  human 
imbecility,    will   teach   us   the   needfulness   of  such   an 
enactment  as  serves  to  prevent  the  evil,  while  it  ought  to 
excite  the  utmost  heedfulness  on  our  part  lest  we  in  any 
wise  transgress  it.     0  !  and  who  can  estimate  the  enor 
mity  of  the  guilt  that  is  contracted  in  such  alarming 
transactions 'when  are  they  covered  by  the  sanction  of  an 
oath,  or  when  we  prove  guilty  of  perjury.     Here  God  is 
taken  to  witness— what  ?— a  lie.     Here  His  presence  is 
invoked— for  what  ?— to  countenance  a  lie.     Here  His 
name  is  taken— for  what  ?— to  give  currency  to  a  counter 
feit.     And  what  is  all  this  but  to  insult  His  Majesty,  to 
contemn  His  every  attribute,  and  to  kindle  His  keenest 
indignation  ?     Yes,  this    irreparable   injury   perpetrated 
against   man  is  blackened  by  such    impiety;   and  such 
infringement  of  the  ninth  is  rendered  unspeakably  atro 
cious  by  its  breaking  the  third  commandment.     Looking 
at  the  magnitude  of  the  miseries  that  may  thence  ensue^ 
as   befalling   the    social    system,    the   family   circle,   to 
individual  life,  we  would  have  wondered  had  not  the 
just  and  merciful  Lawgiver  set  the  seal  of  His  repro 
bation  on  all  such  enormity.     A  mournful  want  it  were 
had  not  this  been  written,   "Neither  shalt  thou  stand 
against  the  blood  of  thy  neighbour:   I  am  the  Lord." 
A  woful  want  it  were  in  holy  writ  had  it  not  been  said 
"that  lying  lips  are  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord."     A 
woful  want  it  were  on  all  the  securities  of  heaven,  had  it 
not  been  affirmed,  that  into  its  amber  courts  none  shall 
"  in  any  wise  enter,  that  maketh  or  loveth  a  lie/'     And  a 
woful  want  it  were,  once  more,  in  a  formal  catalogue,  in 
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an  authentic,  an  inspired  record  of  the  whole  duty  of  man, 
had  this  law  been  omitted,  "  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false 
witness  against  thy  neighbour."  Such,  then,  brethren,  is 
the  altitude  of  this  enactment.  The  length  thereof  is 
longer  than  the  earth,  and  its  breadth  is  broader  than  the 
sea.  Such  is  the  ample  sweep  of  crime  described  by  this 
legal  circle.  Perjury  is  its  centre-point,  and  around  this 
are  seen  to  revolve  its  orbs  of  black  and  blasting  gloom. 


*  These  things  being  so,  we  are  induced,  with 
all  solicitude  and  seriousness,  to  inquire,  in  the  second 
place,  what  is  to  be  done  that  none  of  us  be  charged  with 
trespassing  on  its  forbidden  domain.     And  if  you  would 
know  why  this  is  to  be  discovered  and  observed,  my 
answer  is,  our  proneness  to  offend  in  some  of  the  points 
it  forbids.     In  that  moral  evil  which  sin  has  caused,  this 
root  of  bitterness  is  found,  and  so  this  axe  is  required 
lest  it  spring  up  and  trouble  us.     A  strong  temptation  is 
here  to  gratify  vanity,  to  feed  malignity,  or  to  pamper 
folly.     Eaising  the  failings  of  others,  like  yon  sepulchre- 
stone,  we  think  we  conceal  our  own;  and  detracting  from 
others'  merits,  our  hope  is  to  magnify  our  own.     Pitiful 
though  this  is,  and  finally  subversive  of  its  end,  we  feel 
a  strong  tendency  within  us  to  do  it;  and  from  the  very 
diffusiveness  of  the  practice,  we  find  that  in  this  respect 
there  are  men  of  like  passions  with  ourselves.     Now,  to 
escape  this  as  inadvertent,  and  avoid  it  as  vicious,  we  can 
think  of  two  prime  and  principal  preventives  —  the  one  is 
a  tutoring  of  the  head,  the  other  a  training  of  the  heart, 
with  the  prayer  for  grace  to  help  us.     Yes,  we  must  sub 
ject  ourselves  to  a  tutoring  of  the  intellect  and  memory, 
as  well  as  to  a  regulating  of  the  affections,  as  we  would 
that  we  offend  not  with  our  tongue.     If  we  are  to  deal  in 
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the  wretched  traffic  of  wholesale  or  retail  statements  evilly 
affecting  others,  careful,  at  least,  let  us  be  that  our  know 
ledge  be  ample  and  correct,  and  not  are  we  authorised  to 
speak  till  every  mean  has  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  true 
state  of  the  case.     A  caution  this  is,  indeed,  right  appli 
cable  to  every  investigation  that  can  engage  us,  be  it 
scientific,    or   theological,    or   moral,    as    we   would   not 
theorise — not  propound  as  doctrines  the  errors  and  fal 
lacies   of  the  mind.      But  in  no   other  can  we  find  a 
matter  of  such  extreme  delicacy  and  tenderness,  as  the 
circumstances,  the  dependencies,   the  characters,  or  the 
conduct  of  a  neighbour.      So  that  if  of  these  we  will 
familiarly  talk,  or  more  gravely  depone,  the  veriest  of 
caution  must  be  used — the  utmost  of  precision  employed. 
Idle  rumour  or  hearsay,  it  is  never  justifiable  to  quote  as 
our   teacher   here,  since   from   the  widespread  fault   at 
which  this  law  is  levelled — from  our  unhappy  bias,  no 
more  common  liar  is,  than  is  common  fame.     From  in 
ference  or  deduction  we  must  never  draw,  else  we  repair 
to  broken  cisterns  which  can  hold  no  water.     To  impute 
unworthy  motives,  and  on  such  supposed  actuations — to 
build  a  fabric  of  censure,  is  virtually  to  found  on  the 
sand.     "Nay,  but,  0  man!   who  art  thou  that  judgest 
another  man's  servant  \  to  his  own  master  he  standeth  or 
falleth,"  and  God  only  judgeth  the  heart.     On  all  these 
subjects,  which  involve  to  such  an  extent  the  nearest  and 
the  dearest  interests  of  our  fellow-men,  chary  must  we 
be  in  admitting  the  testimony  of  those  who  profess  to 
know  the  most,  and  who  have  it  from  the  purest  sources. 
Nay,  of  all  courses,  the  safest  and  the  most  charitable  is 
to  hold  our  peace  altogether  when  not  required,  so  long 
as  no  good  can  be  spoken,  or  when  nothing  is  personally 
known.     But  if  we  are  not  to  keep  silence — if  justice, 
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and  equity,  and  even  mercy  constrain  us  to  open  our 
mouths  on  sundry  peculiarities  of  others,  let  this  only  be 
done  from  experience  and  observation — from  what  our  eyes 
have  seen,  what  our  ears  have  heard — from  transactions 
engaged  in  with,  or  from  statements  made  to  ourselves. 
Arid  even  with  such  opportunities  as  these,  as  the  alone 
preparation  for  witness-bearing,  calmly  are  we  to  examine 
—minutely  are  we  to  scan — nicely  are  we  to  weigh — 
throwing  as  much  into  the  justifying  scale  of  charity,  as 
hope  will  allow  us  to  fling,  without  hoping  against  it. 
The  case,  not  partially,  but  fully  are  we  to  mark  and 
remember — the  case,  riot  hastily,  but  patiently  to  con 
sider  before  the  decision  is  given.  As  the  elements  of 
judging  correctly,  without  which  we  are  sure  to  err,  are 
well-defined  facts  to  be  gathered — the  position,  the  train 
ing,  the  susceptibilities  of  the  party  considered,  and  in 
accordance  with  these  must  be  formed  our  uttered  con 
ceptions.  But  for  such  pains-taking  effort,  we  speak 
without  reason  of  belief — truth  it  may  be,  but  not  truth 
to  us.  But  for  this  we  testify  what  we  do  not  know, 
and,  though  haply  known  to  others,  it  is  fiction  to  us. 
But  for  this,  rash  and  idle  is  our  speech,  hasty  and 
unfounded  are  our  averments,  unwarranted  and  criminal 
every  allegation  we  can  frame.  These  be  they,  who, 
in  their  rash,  and  vague,  and  baseless  assertions,  have 
said,  "  With  our  tongue  will  we  prevail — our  lips  are  our 
own — who  is  lord  over  US'?" 

Then,  brethren,  with  this  tutoring  of  the  head,  we 
are  next  to  attend  to  the  discipline  of  the  heart — to  the 
state  of  our  affections,  of  our  interests,  as  of  our  feelings. 
Wherever  our  information  squares  with  truth,  our  speech 
must  re-echo  such  thoughts,  surely  nothing  less  of  praise, 
and  more  surely  still  not  an  iota  more  than  justice 
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demands  of  condemnation.  To  stand  on  the  holy  hill, 
no  deceit  must  be  practised,  neither  any  dissembling 
with  the  lips ;  but  as  we  think  in  our  heart  so  are  we 
enjoined  to  speak.  And  if  prejudice  is  first  to  be 
eschewed,  so  is  partiality  to  be  avoided  in  describing  the 
qualifications  of  a  neighbour.  A  species  of  false  witness 
ing  issues  from  this,  which  in  our  day  and  generation  has 
reached  a  pernicious  magnitude,  and  calls  for  reproof  and 
rectification.  A  way  there  is  which  seemeth  good  to 
many,  even  to  speak  in  florid  and  inflated  terms  of  such 
as  do  not  deserve  them;  to  tincture  with  the  colour  of 
roses  those  whose  moral  savour  is  anything  but  that  of 
godliness;  or,  intellectually  considered,  to  describe  as 
brilliant  stars  what  in  reality  constitute  the  darker 
nebulae  of  the  sky.  Nothing  is  more  common  among  us 
in  the  certificate  department,  or  in  party  criticism,  than 
to  laud  as  lofty  those  who  are  essentially  low,  to  praise  to 
the  heavens  those  whose  level  is  the  earth,  or  to  fabricate 
wings  for  beings  who  never  were  intended  to  fly !  Beyond 
what  is  justly  due,  beyond  what  is  equitable,  nay,  beyond 
what  is  charity  itself,  how  many  are  extolled  both  by 
speech  and  in  writing  for  talent  or  for  learning  who  have 
slender  claim  to  either !  With  this  our  periodical  press  is 
lamentably  and  deeply  tinctured.  Beyond  what  candour 
approves,  or  even  discretion  points  to,  how  many  are  com 
mended  for  the  possession  of  virtues  when  the  want  of  them 
had  been  more  properly  deplored!  Verily,  this  tends  to 
the  discredit  and  disgrace  of  the  praisers,  as  it  too  often 
does  to  the  detriment  of  those  they  impose  on.  It  ruins 
the  indorsees  credit,  while  it  palms  a  "wind"  bill  on  the 
world.  Verily,  this  is  to  bear  a  false  witness  ;  and  if  in 
favour  of  some,  it  is  severely  against  others.  Yes,  such 
exaggerated  or  really  false  statements  of  character  or 
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capacity  militate  strongly  against  many — as  most  of  us 
sadly  know — against  their  just  appreciation  of  skill, 
against  their  domestic  comfort,  against  their  business 
success,  against  their  personal  property,  or  against  their 
individual  peace.  This  evil  of  our  age  leads  to  a  misplaced 
confidence,  leads  to  a  lax  morality,  by  giving  currency  to 
what  is  base,  as  if  it  were  genuine  coin.  It  leads  to  an 
insensible  deterioration  of  every  class,  by  removing  or 
concealing  the  stigma  which  ought  to  brand  the  incapable, 
the  slothful,  the  unconscientious,  and  the  dishonest.  So 
that  "  he  that  justifieth  the  wicked,"  as  well  as  "  he  who 
condemneth  the  just,"  "  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord." 
Yes,  and  "to  justify  the  wicked  for  a  reward,"  is  not  only 
the  vilest  bribery,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  takes  away, 
far  as  preferment  goes,  "  the  righteousness  of  the  right 
eous  from  him."  No,  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  good 
while  thus  we  applaud  the  evil — while  the  wicked  are 
sure  to  walk  on  every  side — when  such  vile  men  are 
exalted. 

But  while  partiality,  or  some  worse  motive,  may  call 
evil  good — pedantry,  learning — incapacity,  fitness — or 
even  plain  talent,  genius — prejudice  is  most  busy  in  re 
versing  the  case — in  branding  good  as  evil — in  binding 
to  the  earth  what  ought  to  soar  to  the  skies.  The 
province  of  pride  or  of  passion  is  to  lessen  acquirement, 
even  as  the  other  magnifies  it — is  to  parade  defects  where 
the  other  conceals  them — is  to  becloud  the  whole  man, 
while  the  other  brightens  his  every  aspect.  By  such 
censor iousn ess  are  faults  augmented  —  are  weaknesses 
multiplied — are  family  feuds  proclaimed  on  the  house 
top —  while  aught  that  is  praiseworthy  or  decent  is 
studiously  and  malignantly  concealed.  Ah!  and  how 
clearly  is  this  "to  speak  oppression  and  revolt — con- 
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ceiving  and  uttering  from  the  heart  words  of  falsehood!" 
How  clearly  is  this  to  speak  evil  of  a  brother,  and  to 
judge  a  brother ;  and,  therefore,  to  "  speak  evil  of  the 
law,  and  to  judge  the  law,"  as  the  apostle  determines! 

Now,  to  avoid  all  this  which  is  so  unseemly,  and  detri 
mental,  and  impious,  while  our  information  is  in  unison 
with  facts,  let  our  language,  I  say,  always  chime  in  with 
such  accredited  knowledge;  then  shall  we  speak,  ever 
speak,  and  only  speak  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness. 
From  every  feeling  of  the  heart  let  us  purge  out  the  old 
leaven  of  malice  and  hypocrisy;  and  ever  maintain  a 
jealous  watchfulness  over  it,  lest  interest,  or  aggrandise 
ment,  or  envy  ever  lead  us  astray.  In  all  our  windings 
through  this  tortuous  journey,  let  the  plain  and  simple 
truth  be  our  guiding  star;  and  let  every  affection  be 
tinctured,  and  softened,  and  subdued  by  that  beautiful 
spirit  which  is  always  long-suffering  and  kind.  If  we 
cherish  such  candour  and  generosity  of  sentiment,  not 
will  we  be  found  among  those  who  "  slander  their 
mother's  son" — neither  "  with  those  who  backbite  with 
their  tongue" — neither  shall  "  we  ever  suffer  as  busybodies 
in  other  men's  matters,"  though  we  may  do  for  the  sake 
of  righteousness.  Yes,  we  say  suffer,  since  "the  Lord 
will  cut  off  all  flattering  lips,  and  the  tongue  that  speak- 
eth  proud  things."  Thus  guarding  our  every  motive, 
and  watching  over  our  speech — thus  repeating,  and  that 
void  of  exaggeration,  only  the  thing  that  is  true,  if 
"  nothing  extenuating,"  at  the  least  of  it,  "  setting  down 
naught  in  malice,"  let  all  be  accompanied  with  prayer  to 
the  God  of  truth,  that  He  would  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness— that  He  would  teach  us  His  statutes, 
give  us  a  delight  in  meditating  on  them,  along  with  the 
ability  to  observe  them.  And  this  for  our  guidance 
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advanced,  be  it  ours  with  sincerity  to  adopt,  assured  as 
we  may  be,  from  our  facility  in  falling  here,  that  except 
the  Lord  keep  the  city  of  our  hearts,  the  watchmen  of 
human  care  and  mere  mortal  endeavour,  wake  but  all  in 
vain.     And  such  strict  and  pious  discipline  is  here  urged 
the  more  strongly,  as  this  one  besetting  sin  of  our  age  is 
treated  by  many  with  lightness;  and  bearing  false  witness, 
in  its  less  grave  aspects,  is  cultivated  as  a  pastime  by  thou 
sands.     Multitudes  there  be,  who  would  shrink  from  the 
trenching  on  any  of  the  foregoing  laws — who  have  no 
compunction  in  absolutely  trampling  on  this.     Shrink 
would  they  from  dishonouring  a  parent,  as  from  aught 
in  the  guise  of  murder — as  from  aught  that  savours  of 
uncleanness — as  from  aught  that  borders  on  theft,  and 
yet,  who  would  regale  themselves,  and  amuse  their  friends 
with  unfair  and  unfeeling  representations  of  those  who 
form  their  minor  community.      Such  a  licence  of  the 
tongue  is  surely  a  light  matter,  soon  over,  and  quickly 
forgotten— so  do  many  affirm.     But  no,  had  it  been  so 
trivial  as  this,  never  had  a  place  been  found  for  its  denial 
in  the  awful  niches  of  Sinai.     Is  it  a  light  matter  to  bear 
down  every  branch  of  gladness — to  crush  every  blossom 
of  hope — to  devastate  the  territories  of  the  bosom?    Then 
it  is  a  light  matter  to  shake  the  avalanche  from  its  moun 
tain  throne — to  send  it  forth  with  increasing  velocity— 
to  bound  from  crag  to  precipice — to  crush  every  object 
in  its  path — to  brush  away  verdure  and  foliage — to  frac 
ture  and  crumble  to  atoms  all  that  is  stately  and  good; 
and  to  sink  into  and  slumber  on  the  plain,  but  not  till  it 
has  left  ruin  and  desolation  around  it — for  such  are  oft- 
times  the  moral  results  of  that  scandal  which  this  law 
condemns.     Is  it  a  light  matter  to  disrupt  the  strongest 
bands  of  affection — to  separate  members  of  a  family — to 
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estrange  old  companions — to  make  cold  the  warmest 
friendships,  and  alienate  loving  hearts  ?  Then  it  is  a 
light  matter  to  rouse  the  earthquake  by  which  the  foun 
dations  are  removed — by  which  fields  and  forests  are 
sunk — by  which  high  towers  are  fractured — by  which 
great  gulfs  are  formed,  and  yawning  chasms  are  left  to 
mark  its  hideous  power — for  such  are  the  dismal  conse 
quences,  socially  viewed,  of  indulging  in  evil-speaking. 
Is  it  a  light  matter  to  awaken  suspicion,  hatred,  revenge 
—to  change  the  smile  into  the  frown — the  promise  into 
the  threat — good  wish  into  revenge,  and  tranquillity  into 
rage  and  contention  1  Then  it  is  a  light  matter  to  add 
the  spark  to  the  fuel — to  ignite  the  train  which  termi 
nates  in  the  crashing  explosion,  and  which  leaves  but 
"the  blackness  of  ashes"  where  once  were  pastures  of 
greenness — for  "  behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire 
kindleth ! "  "  and  the  tongue,"  thus  employed,  "  is  a  fire 
— a  world  of  iniquity,  setting  on  fire  the  course  of  nature, 
and  it  is  set  on  fire  of  hell."  0  !  if  Christ  did  not  take 
up  a  judicial  charge  against  the  woman  caught  in  the 
very  act  of  sinning,  though  true,  how  shall  we  invent  or 
propagate  what  is  false?  And  if  Christ,  who  knew  no 
sin,  would  not  condemn  her  to  die,  how  shall  we,  who 
are  so  guilty,  cast  the  first  stone  at  haply  a  less  deeply 
implicated  neighbour  1  And  ever  be  it  remembered  to 
deter  you,  that  they  who  bear  false  testimony  against 
their  neighbour  can  never  enact  the  function  of  true 
witnesses  for  God. 

As  preserving  unity,  peace,  and  happiness,  then,  behold 
how  good  and  how  pleasant  is  this  enactment  in  its  faithful 
observance,  and  how  benevolent  in  the  Lawgiver  to  frame 
it !  It  is  a  sweet-souled  ordination,  full  of  charity  and 
good  fruits — it  overflows  with  candour — it  teems  with  the 
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spirit  of  a  large  and  generous  regard.  What  John  was 
among  the  twelve  apostles,  methinks  this  is  among  the 
ten  commandments.  Not  as  the  clarion  which  waxed 
louder  and  louder,  but  methinks  as  the  silver  trumpet 
which  told  of  new  moons,  and  bade  to  pleasing  festivals, 
so  breathes  this  beneficent  appointment;  and  all  who 
observe  it  are  rewarded  with  a  feast  of  love.  From  the 
beauty  and  benefits  of  charitableness  and  truth,  well  may 
we  seek  an  escape  from  the  evils  of  error,  of  vindictive- 
ness,  of  falsehood.  Yes,  a  quality  is  here  guarded  which 
gives  virtue  its  only  basement,  as  founded  in  the  will  of 
God.  A  quality  is  here,  in  the  positive  aspect  of  the 
commandment,  which  maintains  and  engirds  every  one 
interest  of  social  and  religious  man.  Let  this  be  con 
served,  and  you  build  up  and  cement  all  that  is  worthy 
in  this  world.  Let  this  be  cherished,  and  you  originate 
and  continue  the  closest,  the  most  delightful  intercourse 
which  friendship  and  affection  can  form.  Ay,  and  as 
you  value  your  own  reputation,  be  sure  to  speak  the  truth 
— as  you  prize  your  own  usefulness,  do  so — as  you  respect 
your  inward  peace,  from  it  never  swerve.  Follow  it,  and 
like  wisdom  it  will  exalt  thee;  yea,  it  will  bring  thee 
to  honour.  Even  if  not  so  thus,  it  will  secure  the  surest 
as  well  as  the  most  precious  reward — even  the  testimony 
of  a  good  conscience — that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sin 
cerity  you  have  had  your  conversation  in  the  world.  As 
you  would  avoid  a  Cain-like  dread,  and  flee  from  the  face 
of  your  fellows — as  you  would  have  a  brow  of  boldness, 
an  eye  of  brightness,  and  a  limb  unknown  to  trembling, 
be  it  yours,  0  youths !  0  young  men !  0  maidens !  ever 
to  keep  this  law  inviolate  in  all  its  requirements,  as  more 
valuable  by  far  than  all  the  treasures  of  time,  and  sacred 
as  the  interests  of  eternity.  And,  combined  with  all 
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earthly  favour,  will  the  face  of  the  Lord  shine  on  you; 
and  the  Spirit  of  Christ  will  be  with  you  in  a  high  and 
holy  assemblage,  while  regions  will  loom  through  the 
vista  where  Truth  will  hold  her  reign,  brightened  with 
love,  for  ever.  Yes,  "  blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they 
shall  obtain  mercy."  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for 
they  shall  see  God."  "  Blessed  are  the  peace-makers,  for 
they  shall  be  called  His  children."  "For  with  what 
judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged ;  and  with  what 
measure  ye  mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again." 
And  God  grant  that  these  considerations  may  prevent  us 
from  ever  bearing  false  witness  against  our  neighbour, 
and  induce  us  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  under  all 
circumstances,  "  to  promote  truth  between  man  and  man," 
especially  in  witness-bearing.  Amen. 


(Knadment  t|e  Centfe. 


OLORD,  we  again  approach  Thy  throne  as  that  of  the  Righteous  Ruler. 
Thou  reignest,  let  the  earth  rejoice,  let  the  multitude  of  the  isles  be 
glad  thereof.  By  Thy  creative  decree,  Thou  hast  made  us  all  of  one  blood 
— by  Thy  special  Providence,  Thou  hast  determined  the  times  of  our  lives, 
as  by  Thee  have  been  set  the  bounds  of  our  habitations.  Thou  art  He 
who  makest  us  differ  from  others,  neither  have  we  anything  that  from 
Thee  we  have  not  received.  Enable  us,  we  pray  Thee,  in  every  change  and 
condition,  to  recognise  Thy  fatherly  hand.  May  we  ever  be  observant  of 
Thy  mercies,  and  feel  that  Thou  art  not  dealing  with  us  according  to  our 
transgressions.  May  we  be  submissive  to  Thy  gracious  appointments,  assured 
that  all  things,  however  disastrous,  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
Thee.  In  the  day  of  adversity,  enable  us,  with  Thy  servant,  to  say,  Shall 
we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  we  not  receive  evil? 
God  forbid  that  we  should  be  desirous  of  vain-glory,  provoking  one  another, 
envying  one  another;  but  may  we  put  away  what  tends  to  confusion,  with 
every  evil  work.  Satisfied  with  what  Thou  art  pleased  to  bestow,  O  Lord, 
may  we  never  covet  anything  that  is  our  neighbour's.  Seasoned  with  salt, 
may  our  conversation  be  without  covetousness — may  we  be  content  with 
such  things  as  we  have,  and  always  be  thankful  that  we  have  them.  Forgive 
wherein  we  have  come  short  of  this  requirement,  pardon  wherein  we  have 
transgressed  it.  Throughout  our  mortal  pilgrimage  never  leave  us,  O  Lord, 
nor  forsake  us ;  but  give  us  food  and  raiment,  with  the  blessing  of  a  grateful 
heart,  and  the  ornament  of  a  quiet  spirit,  for  Christ's  sake.  Amen. 


1  TIMOTHY  vi.  1-10. 

1.  Let  as  many  servants  as  are  under  the  yoke  count  their  own  masters 
worthy  of  all  honour,  that  the  name  of  God  and  His  doctrine  be  not 
blasphemed. 

2.  And  they  that  have  believing  masters,  let  them  not  despise  them, 
because  they  are  brethren;  but  rather  do  them  service,  because  they  are 
faithful  and  beloved,   partakers  of  the  benefit.     These  things  teach  and 
exhort. 

3.  If  any  man  teach  otherwise,  and  consent  not  to  wholesome  words,  even 
the  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  the  doctrine  which  is  according 
to  godliness; 


ENACTMENT  THE  TENTH. 

4.  He  is  proud,  knowing  nothing,  but  doting  about  questions  and  strifes 
of  words,  whereof  cometh  envy,  strife,  railings,  evil  surmisings, 

5.  Perverse  disputings  of  men  of  corrupt  minds,  and  destitute  of  the  truth, 
supposing  that  gain  is  godliness :  from  such  withdraw  thyself. 

6.  But  godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gain. 

7.  For  we  brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry 
nothing  out. 

8.  And  having  food  and  raiment  let  us  be  therewith  content. 

9.  But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  temptation  and  a  snare,  and  into 
many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,   which  drown    men  in  destruction  and 
perdition. 

10.  For  the   love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil:  which  while  some 
coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves  through 
with  many  sorrows. 

PSALM  xix.  7-11. 

7.  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul:  the  testimony  of 
the  Lord  is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple. 

8.  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart:  the  command 
ment  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes. 

9.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for  ever:  the  judgments  of  the 
Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether. 

10.  More  to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  fine  gold: 
sweeter  also  than  honey  and  the  honeycomb. 

11.  Moreover  by  them  is  thy  servant  warned:  and  in  keeping  of  them 
there  is  great  reward. 


Caiuitle. 

PSALM  cxix.  11-16. 

THY  word  I  in  my  heart  have  hid,  I  will  Thy  holy  precepts  make 

That  I  offend  not  Thee.  My  meditation : 

O  Lord,  Thou  ever  blessed  art,  And  carefully  I'll  have  respect 

Thy  statutes  teach  Thou  me.  Unto  Thy  ways  each  one. 

The  judgments  of  Thy  mouth  each  Upon  Thy  statutes  my  delight 

My  lips  declared  have ;  [one          Shall  constantly  be  set : 

More  joy  Thy  testimonies'  way  And,  by  Thy  grace,  I  never  will 

Than  riches  all  me  gave.  Thy  holy  word  forget. 
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EXODUS  xx.  1,  17. 

"  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying,  .  '''  T '  T  Thou  shall  not  covet  thy 
neighbour's  house ;  thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  wife,  nor  his  man 
servant,  nor  his  maid-  servant,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,  nor  anything  that  is 
thy  neighbour's." 

BRETHREN, — In  a  continued  course  of  remark  on  these 
inspired  announcements,  which  embody  man's  duty  and 
his  Maker's  glory,  not  are  we  warranted  to  omit  what  we 
may  deem  the  least  of  them.  If  not  with  adding  to,  we 
are  chargeable  thus  with  taking  from  the  words  of  God's 
book,  and  so  are  we  exposed  to  the  malediction,  while  the 
church  is  defrauded  of  so  many  sources  of  knowledge.  If 
not  chargeable  with  dealing  it  out  at  all,  we  are  with 
not  rightly  dividing  it,  and  if  concealed  with  any  evil 
design,  are  we  obviously  handling  it  deceitfully.  Hence 
the  necessity  that  is  laid  upon  every  minister  of  the  New 
Testament  to  reveal,  by  explaining  and  enforcing,  the 
whole  counsel  of  God.  And  this  fair  and  candid  treat 
ment  of  the  lively  oracles  becomes  the  more  imperative 
when  dealing  with  the  ten  commandments.  It  requires 
them  all  to  display  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  so  must 
they  not  be  diminished.  Each  as  it  is  uttered  brings 
forth  a  fresh  display  of  attribute  and  excellence,  so  must 
each  be  expounded.  As  an  entire  code  it  resembles  a 
diadem  of  beauty,  so  the  lustre  of  each  gem  must  be 
brought  out  to  educe  its  elegance  and  value.  It  is  as  one 
full  flood  of  light,  so  must  be  maintained  its  very 
prismatic  colour,  since,  if  one  of  these  is  quenched,  the 
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harmony  of  the  whole  is  disturbed.  And  every  one  of 
them  thus  abstracted  would  be  to  dishonour  the  Legis 
lator,  and  so  far  leave  the  subject  without  control,  since 
"  where  there  is  no  law  there  is  no  transgression."  Yes, 
this  law  of  the  Lord  can  only  be  "perfect"  when  it  is  set 
forth,  and  accepted,  and  explained,  and  obeyed,  in  its 
every  point  and  position.  But  in  doing  this  the  dis 
pleasure  of  some  may  be  incurred — still,  the  mandates  of 
a  wise  and  pitiful  Father  are  not  to  be  hid,  though  some 
times  unpalatable  to  His  children.  The  Pharisee  may 
wonder  and  say,  What  need  of  reminding  me  of  these 
laws,  since  I  have  kept  them  all  from  my  youth  \  Nay, 
but  he  lacketh  one  thing,  even  Christian  humility.  And 
the  stern  upholder  of  Antinomianism  may  say,  What 
need  of  such  enforcements,  since  "  I  am  no  longer  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace?'  Nay,  but  the  law  is  still 
good,  when  used  lawfully,  neither  are  we  to  continue  in 
sin  that  grace  may  abound.  The  decent,  if  not  the 
devout,  may  start  at  the  mere  supposition  of  such  enor 
mities  as  are  there  forbidden,  and  ask,  with  indignation, 
Are  they  meant  for  us  \  Still,  so  long  as  the  heart  is 
deceitful  above  all  things,  and  temptation  so  strong,  we 
must  continue  to  ply  them.  And  the  sensitively  refined — 
the  faintingly  fastidious — may  blush  at  the  plainness  of 
speech  used  in  exposing  certain  sins  that  are  therein  for 
bidden,  and  be  surprised  that  we  should  name  them. 
Still,  despite  of  these,  the  depths  of  sin  must  be  fathomed 
and  all  its  hatefulness  exposed.  All  such  objections  as 
these  vanish  into  thin  air  before  the  breath  of  this 
reiterated  direction  in  regard  to  such  testimonies,  "Thou 
shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  shalt 
talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house,  and  when 
thou  walkest  in  the  way.  And  thou  shalt  bind  them  for 
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a  sign  upon  thine  hand,  and  they  shall  be  as  frontlets 
between  thine  eyes."  Alive  to  the  urgency  of  this,  we 
have  felt  our  feet  standing  both  in  a  sure  place,  and  in  a 
large  room.  Pervaded  with  this  sentiment,  by  the  guid 
ance  of  God  we  began,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  church's 
Head  have  we  continued,  till  in  this  discourse  we  con 
clude  a  series  of  plain  and  practical  observations  on  that 
summary  of  the  moral  law  comprised  in  the  ten  com 
mandments.  And,  in  discussing  the  last  of  them,  be  it 
ours  to  consider  — 

I.  The  nature  of  the  prohibition  ; 

II.  The  extent  of  the  prohibition  ;  and 

III.  The  evils  of  disregarding  it. 

And  may  our  hearts  be  inclined  to  keep  this  law,  with 
all  the  foregoing  enactments. 


.  The  nature  of  this  prohibition  is  found  in  the 
mind  or  affections,  irrespective  of  any  overt  act  or  any 
tangible  display.  In  this  respect,  it  appears  to  be  clothed 
with  a  characteristic  solely  and  peculiarly  its  own  ;  still,  it 
is  not  less  practical,  nor  less  the  subject  of  our  conscious 
ness,  than  any  of  its  graceful  fraternity.  This,  however, 
has  to  do  exclusively  with  the  hidden  workings  of  the 
soul,  while  the  others  lay  their  demands  on  the  tenor  of 
the  outward  conduct.  Conversant  are  most  of  them  with 
what  human  regulations  can  arrest,  and  adjudicate  on, 
and  punish,  as  running  counter  to  the  public  well-being,  or 
to  individual  interests.  Laws  there  are  against  profanity 
—  against  Sabbath-breaking  —  against  murder,  and  theft, 
and  perjury;  so  the  rules  condemning  these  are  concerned 
with  palpable  and  punishable  crime.  To  manacle  the 
hand,  so  that  it  steal  not  —  to  fetter  the  foot,  so  that  it  be 
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not  swift  to  shed  blood — to  keep  pure  the  body,  and  holy 
the  ties  which  bind  us  in  loving  relationships  together — 
to  bridle  up  the  tongue  from  all  that  is  fickle  and  false 
— these,  I  say,  are  the  prime  intents  of  the  preceding 
statutes.  But  while  our  neighbours  are  the  common 
subject,  the  manner  of  sinning  against  them,  as  here 
revealed,  is  new.  And  this  novel  phase  of  faultiness, 
has  to  do  exclusively  with  emotion,  or  sensation,  or 
feeling — not  with  any  sensuous  perception.  While  the 
foregoing  precepts  are  palpable  and  on  the  surface,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  hid,  this  one  precedes,  and  attends, 
and  follows  them  all  as  the  profundity  of  motive,  and 
searches  the  secrets  of  the  heart.  The  former  constitute 
the  tangibilities  of  transgression — this  forms  what  is 
impalpable,  but  not  the  less  offensive.  If  these  are  so 
many  streams  turbid,  headlong,  foaming,  seen  at  once, 
and  either  diverged  from  or  followed — this  utterance  con 
ducts  us  down  to  the  hidden  source.  If  the  former  go  to 
regulate  or  to  restrain  the  outflowing  waters — this,  like 
the  prophet's  order,  comes  right  up  to  the  spring,  and 
casts  the  "  salt"  in  there.  While  the  others  have  to  do 
mainly  with  their  manifestation — this  points  out  the  con 
stituents  of  good  and  evil.  It  extracts  the  essence  of  the 
moral — the  elemental  in  all  vice  and  virtue,  telling  us  that 
design,  not  deed,  stamps  the  character  of  actions.  With 
out  ambiguity,  it  tells  us  that  if  the  heart  is  wrong,  the 
hand  cannot  be  right;  or  conversely  thus,  that  if  the  heart 
is  right  the  hand  cannot  be  wrong,  as  seen  by  Him  who 
looketh  not  on  the  outward  appearance  ?  So  that  leav 
ing  the  members  at  liberty,  this  seizes  on  the  seat  of 
affection,  and  while  eradicating  this  evil  by  one  fell 
stroke,  it  also  amputates,  and  leaves  to  wither  every 
tinge  of  cognate  wickedness. 
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So  far  as  motive  or  feeling  is  concerned,  then,  in  our 
violating  or  obeying  the  commandments,  this  law  must 
apply  to,   as  it  embraces  them  all.     Even  to  the  first 
sparkling  table  it  refers,  since  covetousness  is  idolatry. 
So  wide  does  this  spread,  that  its  branches  shelter,  not 
shadow,  each  of  the  foregoing  beneath  them.     So  deep  is 
its  dye,  that  it  tinctures  all  before  it,  as  does  a  swollen 
tributary  when  dashing  into  the  heart  of  that  yet  undis 
turbed  stream  of  which  it  is  to  form  a  part.    So  subtle  and 
permeating  is  its  influence,  that  it  pervades  the  entire  of 
the  Decalogue,  as  the  nerves  do  our  physical  system.     As 
purely  mental,  without  reference  to  its  peculiar  attribute 
to  each  Sinaitic  statute,  it  imparts  its  own  spirituality, 
while  it  invests  them  all  with  a  mantle  of  bright  but  in 
dwelling  holiness.    And  does  it  not  stand  the  last,  because 
it  is  applicable  to  each'?  and  does  it  not  bring  up  the  rear, 
as  fencing  the  army  before  it  1    This  it  is  that  evolves  that 
lust  which  the  infraction  of  most  of  them  presupposes, 
since  not  one  of  us,  more  than  Paul  himself,  had  known 
this  vile  race  of  affections,  unless  the  law  had  said,  "  Thou 
shalt  not  covet/'     And,  as  most  strongly  savouring  of 
evangelical  purity,  nothing  could  be  better  framed  to 
prepare  the  way  for  our  blessed  Saviour's  expansive,  and 
deep-searching,   and  spiritualising  exposition  of  it.     So 
that  His  sermon  spoken  from  an  eminence  in  Canaan, 
finds  the  origin  of  its  echo  in  this  law  which  flashed  out 
in  the  lightnings,  and  rolled  forth  in  the  thunders   of 
that  mountain  of  the  Lord,  whose  "Titan  eye"  looks 
down  on  the  stony  Arabia. 

Still,  we  have  not  only  a  moral  sentiment  here,  but  we 
have  also  its  peculiar  complexion,  which  must  be  discussed 
under  the  head  of  its  nature.  The  prohibition  is,  that  we 
are  not  to  covet.  So  far  as  this  implies  a  wish,  or  a 
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prompting  to  aggrandise,  or  acquire,  or  possess,  or 
employ,  or  enjoy,  it  is  not  necessarily  sinful.  The  law 
lays  no  torpedo-touch  on  any  industrious  effort,  neither 
does  it  debar  from  the  accumulation  of  honest  and  well- 
earned  gains.  The  mainspring  of  worldly  promotion  it 
leaves  as  terse  as  ever — neither  does  it  clip  the  wing 
which  would  carry  us  higher  in  the  scale  of  social  promo 
tion — neither  does  it  hamper  the  step,  nor  circumscribe 
the  stride  that  would  take  and  traverse  a  wider  circle  of 
opulency  or  of  honour.  No,  with  all  this,  godliness  with 
contentment  may  consort,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  evil. 
Without  complaining  of  our  obscurity,  as  it  has  well  been 
remarked,  we  may  seek  to  rise;  or  of  our  poverty,  and 
yet  we  may  strive  to  escape  from  it ;  or  of  our  want  of 
power,  while  we  labour  to  extend  our  influence.  All  this 
is  legitimate  and  right,  while  originating  in  Christian 
motives — while  prosecuted  in  a  Christian  spirit — while 
regulated  by  Christian  principles,  and  while  dedicated  to 
Christian  ends.  The  injunction  is  not  to  be  slothful  in 
business — the  tolerance  is  that  a  man  enjoy  good  in  his 
labour — that  he  use  the  world,  if  only  not  abusing  it. 

It  is  the  caveat  here,  brethren,  which  leads  us  to 
consider  what  is  wrong  in  this  same  emotion  of  covetous- 
ness,  and  against  the  progress  of  which  this  legal  barrier 
has  been  raised.  And  this  is  a  most  salutary  caution — 
this  a  most  just  as  well  as  judicious  condemnation,  since 
whether  we  regard  it  as  a  whole  or  in  its  varied  ingre 
dients,  it  proves  a  most  pernicious  draught.  To  man  it 
is  injurious,  to  God  it  is  dishonouring,  while  those  by 
whom  it  is  cherished  are  the  victims  of  a  gnawing  misery. 
Among  other  perversions  of  feeling,  it  embodies  a  deep 
chagrin  on  account  of  some  real  or  imaginary  benefit  or 
bounty  we  have  not  received,  which  we  ween  we  amply 
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deserve,  and  which  is  longed  for  with  a  restless  eager 
ness.     This  self-conjured-up  and  self-tormenting  demon 
poisons  every  stream  of  the  heart,  and  reduces  the  whole 
soul  to  sourness.     This  vile  affection  is  traced  in  inces 
sant  murmurs,  like  the  hoarse  and  hollow  sounds  of  sub 
terranean  waters.     Its  phantom  is  ever  flitting  in  some 
event  supposed   to  be  dead  against  us;   and  our  own 
persons,  or  family,  or  fortune,  is  it  ever  marshalling  to 
disturb  our  peace.    Nor  with  quietude,  nor  with  patience, 
nor  with  resignation,  nor  with  gratitude,  nor  with  piety, 
can  it  ever  dwell,  more  than  could  the  demoniac  with  the 
sober-minded  around  him.     The  thirst  and  the  hunger  of 
this  moral  monster  is  always  excited  by  what  other  people 
possess,  while  it  refuses  as  husks  what  its  own  victims  can 
claim.     Some  lust  of  the  flesh  not  gratified,  some  lust  of 
the  eye  yet  craving,  or  sundry  specimens  of  the  pride  of 
life  not  yet  marked  in  the  catalogue  of  its  precious  things 
— these  are  the  idols  before  which  this  evil  spirit  is  ever 
found  to  bow.     Among  the  samples  of  this  odious  com 
pound   is  that   grasping,    avaricious    disposition,   which, 
ocean-like,  would  swallow  up  all,  but  which,  like  its  sand's 
absorption,  will  never  return  what  it  gets.     On  what  is 
thus  eagerly  sought  for  when  possessed,  a  miserly  mean 
ness,  or  a  prodigal  desire  for  pleasure,   or  grandeur,  or 
station,  are  sure  to  be  superinduced  to  the  debasement 
and  hardening   of  the  heart.      Ay,  and  haughtiness  is 
gendered  by  such  acquisitions  of  the  covetous,  as  they 
add  house  to  house,  and  field  to  field.      And  where  is 
God  this  while  1    not  in  all  such  thoughts.     Where  is 
Christ  this  while  ?    not  yielded  to  in  pious  subjection ; 
and  where  is  the  Spirit  this  while  ?  but  there  to  be  spited 
and  grieved!     And  where  is  the  law  the  while?   trodden 
under  foot  of  man — trampled  on  in  all  its  sacredness ! 
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And  yet  more  dismal  and  destructive  must  this  senti 
ment  seem  when  not  confined  to  the  possession — it  looks 
with  malignity  on  the  possessor — when,  as  did  the  offend 
ing  David,  it  seeks  to  remove  whatever  or  whosoever 
may  stand  between  it  and  its  insatiable  appetite.  Never 
can  unmingled  covetousness  pant  for  the  property  of 
another  without  tinging  with  darkest  colours  our  estimate 
of  his  moralities.  Invariably,  though  insensibly,  does  it 
regard  him  with  an  eye  which  is  anything  but  single. 
Invariably  does  it  speak  of  him  in  language  savouring  of 
anything  but  that  of  charity.  His  superior  success  whets 
the  mischievous  tongue — his  higher  reputation  stimulates 
the  spirit  of  detraction,  while  his  larger  or  more  beautiful 
possessions  call  forth  every  ireful  insinuation  which 
worketh  deceitfully.  In  this  complex  affection,  therefore, 
there  lurks  that  carnal  mind  which  is  enmity  against 
God,  which  is  not  subject  to  this  His  law,  neither  indeed 
can  be.  In  this  read  we  an  interfering  with,  and  a 
deadening  of  all  charitableness,  and  favour,  and  kindness. 
By  this  the  fire  of  humanity  is  extinguished,  and  with  it 
every  spark  of  that  love  which  both  law  and  gospel 
enjoin.  This  comes,  all  meekness  vanishes — this  enters, 
all  contentment  departs — this  passes  the  threshold  of 
our  bosoms,  and  then  and  thereafter  farewell  to  all  peace- 
ableness  and  godliness.  To  prevent  such  a  complication 
of  sins,  such  a  morbid,  disturbed  state  of  feeling,  was  this 
law  engraven  on  the  imperishable  records  of  Horeb.  Ee- 
ferring  to  discontentment,  it  saith,  "  Neither  murmur  ye, 
as  some  of  the  Israelites  murmured,  and  were  destroyed 
of  serpents."  Referring  to  our  doings  with  others,  as  well 
as  our  own  elevation,  it  saith,  "  Let  us  not  be  desirous  of 
vain-glory,  provoking  one  another,  envying  one  another  : 
for  where  envying  and  strife  are,  there  is  confusion  and 
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every  evil  work."  Ay,  and  negatively  debarring,  does  it 
positively  command,  "  Let  your  conversation  be  without 
covetousness,  and  be  content  with  such  things  as  ye  have." 


Such  being  a  brief  analysis  of  the  disposition 
here  prohibited,  we  are  now  in  a  position  to  discover 
what  things  it  embraces,  or  how  far,  as  defined,  it 
extends.  To  this  a  distinct  division  has  been  assigned 
from  the  expressions  that  occur  in  the  statute.  By  no 
such  minuteness  of  detail  is  any  other  of  the  ten  charac 
terised,  save  what  is  enumerated  in  the  fourth.  There 
the  rest  to  be  taken  is  extended  to  the  sojourner  that  is 
within  our  gates,  as  it  is  to  the  hired  servant,  as  it  is 
to  the  labourer's  cattle.  And  here  read  we  a  similar 
specification,  drawn  out  with  a  similar  design,  and  this 
design  is  met  in  a  studied  perspicuity  and  plainness.  It 
is,  that  none  be  left  or  lost  in  the  mists  of  conjecture, 
neither  given  over  to  the  guidance  of  mere  mental 
deduction.  It  is,  that  this  minuteness  be  observed  by 
every  reader,  and  that  no  ignorance  may  be  pled,  no 
liberty  taken  with  a  rule,  which  shall  be  without  one 
exception.  In  ordinary  circumstances  one  would  have 
thought  that  if  we  were  not  to  covet  any  thine/,  the 
definition  had  been  sufficiently  comprehensive;  or  that  if 
house  and  wife,  man-servant  and  maid-servant,  ox  and  ass 
were  specified,  there  could  have  been  small  mistake,  even 
without  that  addition;  But  not  enough  were  either,  so 
there  must  be  the  insertion  of  both.  As  if  to  fill  up  the 
whole  space,  as  well  as  prescribe  its  limits,  the  several  speci 
alities  are  noticed  —  not  merely  noted  the  whole  length  of 
the  journey,  but  every  stone  is  set  up  along  it  to  intimate 
to  the  traveller,  either  that  he  is  keeping  the  direct  path, 
or  that  he  has  turned  aside,  and  that  he  must  speedily 
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retrace  his  steps,  if  he  would  no  longer  wander.  Directed 
by  this  prohibition,  no  conceivable  circumstance  is  there 
in  which  the  objects  of  it  can  be  placed,  to  which  it  does 
not  apply.  No  distinction  is  there  of  any  one  complexion, 
which,  according  to  it,  it  is  lawful  to  lust  after;  not  one 
whose  non-entailment  on  self  shall  constitute  the  cause  of 
complaint,  where  this  law  meets  its  demand.  For  pur 
poses  wisest  as  best,  hath  our  Creator  ordained  that  a 
variety  of  rank  should  diversify  the  social  landscape. 
This,  as  to  general  results,  as  well  as  single  appointments, 
He  keeps  in  His  own  hands — having  decreed  not  only 
the  times  before  ordained,  but  also  set  the  bounds  of  our 
habitation.  Now,  whatever  be  our  respective  positions 
here,  however  largely  overlooked,  and  darkly  over 
shadowed  by  others,  we  must  not  grudge  or  murmur. 
Lofty  as  may  be  the  reputation  for  excellence,  or  even 
brilliant  the  fame  of  the  sons  of  genius,  no  lurking  envy 
must  be  cherished  by  more  common  minds ;  no  sinking 
sorrowfulness  experienced,  though  their  brows  have  not 
one  leaf  of  that  fillet  with  which  these  are  so  thickly 
enlaurelled.  Minded  are  we  all,  on  such  a  contrast 
perceived,  of  that  great,  and  good,  and  wise  Being  who 
hath  fashioned  hearts  in  this  point  not  all  alike,  as 
we  may  venture  to  ask  the  more  gifted,  who  it  is  that 
hath  caused  them  thus  to  differ  from  the  more  ordinary 
of  mankind  around  them.  Contentment  in  the  one  will 
by  this— humility  in  the  other— be  engendered.  Or,  with 
all  of  an  earnest  competitorship,  we  may  be  beat  in  the 
race  for  riches;  those  whom  we  did  not  look  up  to  may 
have  outstripped  us  in  the  despicable  struggle  for  gain, 
Well,  then,  even  here,  though  bent  on  increasing  our 
pecuniary  stores,  and  we  have  failed  in  the  attempt,  not 
are  we,  as  guided  by  this  law,  to  be  roused  to  an  ungenial 
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indignation  against  any  on  whom  wealth  has  descended, 
not  as  dewdrops,  but  rain. 

And  if  this  law  prohibits,  and  so  condemns  all  such 
ungenerous,  heartless  repining — all  such  envy  and  malice 
— all  such  lustfulness  after  what  we  have  not,  either  as 
to  talent,  or  celebrity,  or  opulence — sure  it  is  to  compre 
hend  the  exponents  of  such  prosperity.  If  we  are  not  to 
wish  without  working — not  to  languish  for  money,  or 
grandeur,  or  influence,  or  fame,  without  fairly  earning 
them;  neither  are  we  to  set  our  hearts  on  any  of  the 
possessions  by  the  which  such  advantages  are  displayed. 
What  God  may  have  bestowed  upon  us,  is  no  one  unlaw 
fully  to  desire,  or  long  for,  or  seek,  be  he  near  or  far 
removed.  Nothing,  indeed,  can  we  have  or  hold  as  our 
own,  whether  of  the  nearest,  or  the  most  remote — whether 
of  the  choicest,  or  the  least  esteemed,  over  which  this 
enactment  does  not  spread  its  sheltering  wing,  or  to 
which  it  does  not  extend  its  all-protecting  arm.  Dost 
thou,  0  grudging  one  ! — 0  thou  with  envious  soul ! — 0 
thou  with  troubled  spirit ! — dost  thou  look  as  Eve  did  on 
the  forbidden  fruit — look  on  yon  lawns  and  landscapes- 
oil  yon  rich  domains — on  yon  stately  hall  that  may  not 
be  thine,  and  because  not  thine,  is  it  yours  to  grieve  and 
repine  I  Away  and  sin  not  so !  for,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
covet  thy  neighbour's  house!'  Dost  thou,  0  lustful  one ! 
look  as  did  David  on  yon  woman  for  her  loveliness — for 
her  youth — for  her  sunny  companionship,  or  for  her  frugal 
care- — not  having  such  to  claim,  or  even  none  to  grace  thy 
lonely  dwelling  1  Away  and  sin  not  so !  since  it  is 
written  thus,  "Thou  shalt  not  covet  her,  thy  neighbour's 
wife'.'  Dissatisfied  with  thine  own  domestics,  dost  thou, 
,0  envious  man !  look  pleasingly  and  wistfully  on  mine, 
as  more  expert,  more  seemly,  or  more  faithful,  and 
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wonldst  thou  bribe  them  to  leave  my  service  ?  Away 
and  sin  not  so !  for  thus  it  is  written  again,  "  Thou  shalt 
not  covet  the  man-servant,  or  the  maid-servant  of  thy 
neighbour."  Or  wish  you  his  costly  equipage — his  more 
handsome,  or  more  athletic  steed — his  better  flocks,  or 
his  fatter  herds;  and  art  thou  in  a  troubled  misery,  when 
seeing  your  own  lean  kine  \  Away !  I  say  again,  for 
" Not  shalt  thou  covet  either  his  ox  or  his  ass"  Long 
you  to  possess  his  raiment  or  his  retinue — his  silver  or 
his  gold — his  ornaments  or  his  sumptuous  fare  ;  and  till 
then,  does  naught  of  your  own  avail  to  soothe  thy  breast  ? 
or  like  another  of  old,  are  you  "  heavy  and  displeased," 
because  some  Naboth  will  not  transfer  to  you  a  vineyard 
more  luxuriant  than  your  own  ?  Away !  I  say  once 
more,  since  Sinai  hath  spoken  it  thus,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
covet  anything  that  is  thy  neighbour's." 

®  I]  it  ft.  The  nature  of  the  prohibition,  with  its  extent, 
having  passed  under  our  review,  let  us  dwell  for  a  brief 
space  on  the  evils  which  result  from  disregarding  it. 
These  are  great — these  are  varied — these  are  grievous — 
nor  is  there  one  state  of  mind,  or  one  relationship  we  can 
form  that  they  do  not  affect  and  injure.  And  as  the 
root  of  the  disastrous  consequences  which  follow  every 
infringement — doing  this  great  thing  we  sin  against  the 
Almighty.  If  this  is  evil  and  bitter,  we  find  its  extract 
here.  Never  can  we  speak  unadvisedly  in  regard  to  our 
condition,  without  opening  our  mouths  against  the  Divine 
Disposer — without  charging  Him  foolishly,  as  in  verity  a 
respecter  of  persons.  Either  we  discredit  His  governance 
altogether,  or  we  say  that  it  is  wrong — neither  great  nor 
holy.  By  this  we  may  provoke  the  Lord  to  jealousy, 
and  He  is  a  jealous  God.  Such  a  spirit  bears  on  its 


ENACTMENT  THE  TENTH.  301 

front  an  abnegation  of  a  special  Providence — ordering, 
ordaining  all  things — as  the   optimism   of  our  present 
existence.     It  refuses  to  acknowledge,  either  in  His  rule 
or  His  rectitude,  that  very  Being  in  whom  we  live,  and 
move,  and  breathe.    And  if  the  evil  of  atheism  is  not  here, 
verily  that  of  profanity,  that  of  impiety  is  embodied  in  all 
such  expressions.     As  an  attribute  of  the  Godhead,  justice 
cannot  be  appreciated  by  the  covetous,  the  cold,  the  dis 
contented — in  none  of  His  arrangements  do  they  feel  His 
mercy,  while  in  all  is  His  goodness  denied.     0,  and  what 
so  pernicious  to  accountable  souls  !     Far  from  soft  grati 
tude  for  favours,  there  is  the  sharp  edge  of  complaint 
because  these  are  withheld ;  and  far  from  the  breathings  of 
thanksgiving,  are  heard  in  the  mental  caverns  the  mut- 
terings  of  a  curse  against  the  all-wise  Disposer!     Than 
this  frame  of  mind,  what  can  be  more  perilous  to  rational, 
accountable  beings  ?     But  if  this  is  a  just  delineation  of 
the  effects  of  covetousness — which  is  self-idolatry — what 
comes  of  the  plan  of  redemption?     Where  is  the  convic 
tion  of  sin?  where  is  the  prayer  for  pardon?  where  is  the 
sense  of  demerit?  where  the  dread  feeling  of  exposure? 
Where  is  the  want  of  a  Saviour — where  the  seeking  for 
—where  the  reliance  on  Him?     No,  no! — these  are  all 
strange  things  to  the  ear  and  the  heart  of  the  repining, 
the  greedy,  the  ambitious,  the  dissatisfied.    Pre-eminently 
of  the  earth,  earthy,  the  scenes  of  heaven  are  never  pic 
tured  before  them — pre-eminently  whole,  as  seen  in  their 
discontentment,  these  need  no  physician — pre-eminently 
meritorious,  as  seen  in  the  denial  of  reward,  for  others 
but  not  for  them,  has  the  righteousness  of  Christ  been 
provided.      And  as  to  an  evangelical  observance  of  the 
law,  why,  dear  brethren,  the  transgressors  in  this   one 
point  of  it  are  guilty  of  the  infraction  of  it  all.     Not 
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can  they  worship  as  they  ought,  their  hearts  being  wrong 
with  God — not  can  they  keep  free  from  lusting,  so  long 
as  they  continue  to  covet — not  can  they  love  their  neigh 
bour,  so  long  as  they  grudge  him  the  enjoyment  of  his 
worldly  possessions.  Nay,  far  from  sympathising  with 
others,  this  spirit  genders  antipathy — far  from  charita 
bleness,  it  gives  rise  to  malice — far  from  attachment,  it 
cherishes  the  direst  hatred,  while  it  is  filled  with  all  sub 
tlety,  all  mischievous  iniquity  against  them.  So  that 
the  sentiment  here  forbidden,  with  fell  hand  demolishes, 
while,  with  impious  and  inhuman  scorn,  it  tramples 
under  foot,  those  two  great  commandments  on  which 
"  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

But  touching  the  evil  which  a  breaking  of  this  enact 
ment  does  work  to  our  neighbour,  we  may  not  pass  by  a 
novel  and  most  alarming  phase  of  it,  which  our  day  has 
the  scandal  of  disclosing.  From  the  feeling  here  repro 
bated,  as  it  involves,  and  feeds,  and  betrays  the  spirit  of 
avarice  or  an  inordinate  desire  of  gain,  has  originated  a 
system  of  deception,  and  fraud,  and  cruelty,  unheard  of 
till  lately,  in  the  annals  of  social  crime.  From  that 
branch  of  breaking  this  law,  synonymous  with  that  love 
of  money,  which  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  and  which  we 
already  have  had  occasion  to  quote,  has  just  sprung  up 
a  stem  of  startling  dimensions,  from  which  countless 
branches  ramify,  and  from  which,  again,  is  pendant  a 
mass  of  leaves,  not  assuredly  growing  for  the  healing, 
but  for  the  poisoning  of  the  nations.  We  allude  to  the 
appalling  revelations  which  have  been  brought  to  light 
by  strict  scientific  scrutiny,  of  the  adulteration  which  is 
practised  on  almost  every  substance  calculated  to  nourish 
or  sustain  the  animal  functions  of  man.  Having  waged 
an  undying  warfare  with  the  principles  of  mercy, 
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and  truth,  and  righteousness — having  always  been  skir 
mishing  on  the  frontiers  of  honesty,  here  "  this  hasting 
to  be  rich"  seems  to  have  achieved  its  most  extensive 
and  its  proudest  triumph.     Yes,  mournful  is  it  to  be  told, 
and  melancholy  is  it  to  admit,  that  this  very  spirit  has 
exhibited  itself  among  us  in  the  copious  infusion  of  vile 
and  worthless  ingredients,  into  a  mere  sprinkling  of  the 
more  valuable  and  salutary.     Not  satisfied  with  having 
wrongfully  engaged  the  inutile,  it  has  not  scrupled  to 
add  and  interlard  the  pernicious,  with  those  meats,  and 
drinks,  and  medicines,  on  which  alone  we  depend  for 
nutriment,  for  invigoration,  and  for  cure.     The  nourish 
ing  it  has  neutralised— the  strong  it  has  diluted— the 
stimulant  it  has  weakened — the  soporific  it  has  deadened, 
and  the  sanatory  it  has  destroyed.    Nor  is  there  ought  we 
can  eat  or  drink,  not  palpably  and  incorruptibly  simple, 
for  which  this  thirst  for  gold  has  not  invented  and  applied 
what  taints  the  stream  or  unnerves  the  fibres  of  vitality. 
The  very  staff  of  life  it  has  attenuated  to  a  feeble  reed, 
giving  something  like  a  stone  for  bread,  and  dressing  up 
a  serpent  for  what  we  take  as  fish.     Ah !  and  the  results 
of  this   most   nefarious,  and   dismal,    and   endangering 
traffic,  whether  carried  on  by  conniving  merchants,  or 
knavish  manufacturers,  or  contaminating  retailers— the 
results,  we  say,  of  this,  who  may  compute  or  describe  \ 
We  have  them  in  relaxed  strength,  we  have  them  in  ener 
vating  sickness,  we  have  them  in  incipient  distempers,  we 
have  them  in  active  diseases,  and  we  have  them  in  prema 
ture   graves!      And  when  reduced  by  these  pernicious 
materials  to  enfeebled  health,  where  is  the  prospect  of 
recovery,  since  the  remedies  themselves  are  mingled  up 
with  that  which  caused  it,  and  so  they  aggravate  instead 
of  alleviating  the  malady  \     This  is  a  cruelty,  and  an  inhu- 
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inanity,  and  a  lieartlessness,  and  a  rapacity  of  which  we 
have  not  heard  that  even  heathenism  was  guilty;  and  less 
still  can  it  be  charged  to  a  religion  which  is  pure  and 
undefiled — though  verily  to  its  hollow  professors.     Bad 
enough  is  it  thus  to  treat  the  healthful,  but  how  much 
worse  the  sick?     By  such  a  fiendish  practice,  issuing 
from  such  a  spirit,  convalescents  are  deprived  of  their 
cordials,  the   acutely-suffering  of  their  anodynes,  while 
the  sleepless  are  abandoned  by  it  to   their  tossings   to 
and  fro  until  the  dawn  of  the  day.     And  what  can  the 
physician  do  in  relieving  if  his  prescriptions  are  thus  reft 
of  their  reputed  -virtues  ?     And  where  is  the  hope  of 
recovery  when  the  cable  of  its  anchor  is  cut  by  such  a 
ruffian-hand?     No,  but* then  the  poor  patient  must  be 
left  to  drift  away  as  the  tide  of  his  disease  may  set  in. 
This  widespread  and  profuse  adulteration  is  a  form  of 
iniquity  against  which  no  fewer  than  three  positive  and 
inspired  commandments  are  arrayed.      Selling  the  'bad 
for  the  good,  the  counterfeit  for  the  genuine,  the  mixed 
for  the  pure — the  law  against  theft  condemns  it.      As 
vending  not  only  the  spurious  but  the  deleterious — the 
law  against  murder  condemns  it.     And  as  traceable  to  a 
distorting  avarice — the  law  against  covetousness  condemns 
it.     Nay,  as  dishonouring  Jehovah  himself,  as  insulting 
His  Holy  Child,  as  grieving  the  Spirit  of  truth,  brethren, 
the  entire  first  table  of  the  Decalogue  lifts  up  its  voice  as 
that  of  many  thunders  against  it.     In  order  to  engage  all 
these  in  stigmatising,  and  arresting,  and  eradicating  this 
complicated  abomination  of  contaminating  the  first  neces 
saries,  with  the  comforts  and  preservatives  of  life — in 
order  to  this,  has  the  exposure  been   reserved  till  we 
reached  that  commandment  in  whose  violation,  as  thus 
considered,  wo  trace  it  up  to  its  fountain.     May  a  guar- 
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dian  Providence  protect  us  from  the  danger,  and  may  a 
merciful  God  keep  us  all  from  the  sin! 

But  though  a  disregard  to  the  tenth  enactment  heaps 
such  dishonour  on  God,  and  works  such  mischief  to  our 
neighbour,  yet,  multitudes  are  found  who  care  for  none 
of  these  things,  provided  they  themselves  are  benefited. 
Through  all  these  barriers,  the  object  of  pursuit  is  still 
followed,  no  regard  being  had  either  for  the  glory  of  God 
or  for  the  happiness  of  man.     Still,  there  be  one  class  of 
consequences,  of  a  nature  so  disastrous,  as  springing  from 
the  sin  of  covetousness,  that  it  makes  its  appeal  even  to 
the  most  carnal  and  selfish.     This  is  discovered  in  the 
ravages  which  it  works  on  the  quietude  and  peace  of 
every  individual  mind.     From  the  hour  we  set  at  naught 
this  counsel,  mental  misery  begins;  and  no  sooner  does 
the  calm  of  a  believing  acquiescence — of  a  holy  thankful 
ness — of  a  charitable  spirit,  depart,  than  the  storms  of 
unruly  passions  arise  to  tumultuate  every  region  of  the 
bosom.     0!   whatever  it  is  that  softens,  and  quickens, 
and  elevates,  is  by  this  infringement  destroyed.     By  it 
every  tender  sensation  is  deadened — by  it  every  accent  of 
conscience  is  hushed.'    A  whole  band  of  roving,  grasping, 
panting,  envious  emotions,  like  so  many  outlawed  plun 
derers,  take  up  their  abode  in  that  hidden  recess,  where 
murders,  false  witnesses,  along  with  thefts  abound.     This 
inordinate  love  of  money — this  eager  haste  to  be  rich, 
brings  forth  abundantly  of  its  evil  consequences.     We 
break  this  law,  and  we  are  bereft  of  our  liberty— led  away 
as  by  a  tyrant  enchained;  and  is  not  this  a  grievous 
endurance?     Ay,  and  we  may  amass  and  amass;    still 
this  spirit,  like  that  distemper  which  is  aggravated  by 
its   own    cravings,   only   stimulates    to   farther   gratifi 
cation.     Pour  in  as  we  may,  the  vessel  never  fills ;    and 
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in  the  disappointment,  from  the  utter  failure  of  the 
experiment,  learn  we  of  a  truth  that  we  are  trusting 
to  a  broken  cistern,  which  can  hold  no  water.  And  what 
is  all  this  but  the  extreme  of  infatuated  folly?  Suc 
cessful  as  we  may  be,  still  distress  is  our  companion,  so 
long  as  others  seem  to  be  more  favoured.  High  as  we 
may  be,  discomfort,  if  not  anguish,  is  near,  while  others 
are  stationed  above  us ;  and  nothing  avails  to  solace  us, 
so  long  as  some  fonder  favourite,  like  another  Mordecai,  is 
sitting  at  the  king's  gate.  The  misery,  then,  here  self- 
entailed,  is  what  is  experienced  at  last  from  the  convic 
tion  that  we  have  been  hunting  a  shadow — that  we  have 
been  panting  for,  and  clutching,  and  eating  for  good  the 
grapes  of  gall — for  sweet  the  bitter  clusters  of  Gomorrah. 
The  wine  of  such  "envy  and  grief"  proves  but  "the 
poison  of  dragons" — the  cup  of  such  "  inordinate  notions" 
the  "  cruel  venom  of  asps" — to  blotch  and  blacken  the 
soul!  0!  in  such  never-quenched  desires  as  are  thus 
enkindled — in  such  ever-restless  turmoil  as  is  here  expe 
rienced — in  such  a  fire-fevered  disappointment  as  here 
sinks  and  humbles — verily  in  these,  as  in  fear,  there  is 
torment.  And  is  not  this  an  evil,  gigantic  and  far- 
spreading,  and  ceaseless  as  the  Satanic  enemy  can  seek  to 
impose  on  condemned  souls  by  his  tantalising  inflictions! 
Yea,  and  the  wretchedness  of  this  ever-searching  but 
insatiable  sensation  becomes  all  the  more  apparent,  and 
pity-stirring,  and  abhorrent,  when  we  consider  that,  if  not 
repented  of  and  forgiven,  it  will  wholly  incapacitate  from 
the  enjoyments  of  a  region  where,  though  all  are  high  and 
happy,  one  spirit  will  differ  from  another  spirit,  even  as 
the  stars  do  in  glory.  Were  it  possible  to  reach  heaven 
with  such  an  earthy  encumberance,  methinks  the  robes  of 
it  and  the  crowns  of  it  appropriated  to  the  covetous 
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would  wax  dim  and  dingy,  just  because  the  same  adorn 
ments  blessed  and  beautified  others.     Lofty  as  might  be 
their  location,  it  would  cease  to  please  these  self-tormented 
ones,  soon  as  a  throne  higher  than  theirs  was  perceived; 
and  by  them  the  saintly  nature  would  be  spurned  in  the 
devil-implanted  desire  to  be  wise  as  gods!     Such  are  the 
dire,  the  evil  results  of  disregarding  our  textual  prohibi 
tion  ;  and  well  do  we  to  ponder  them  as  cautions,  as 
admonitions,  as  entreaties,  to  respect,  to  reverence,  and  to 
observe  it.     Be  it  yours,  then,  to  pray  for,  to  endeavour 
after,  and  to  foster  that  loving  spirit  of  piety  and  grati 
tude  to  God,  evinced  in  evangelical  contentment— that 
lovely  spirit  of  charity  to  man,  evinced  by  gratulations  on 
his  welfare— and  that  holy  spirit  of  wisdom  in  regard  to 
ourselves,  which  sweetens  every  joy,  which  mellows  every 
sorrow,  and  which,  like  to  setting   sunbeams,  irradiates 
all  the  soul. 


BuETHEEN,— Eeviewing  those  command 
ments  to  which  our  pious  attention  has  been  so  long 
directed,  who  is  so  obtuse  as  not  to  perceive  their  excel 
lence?  who  so  callous  as  not  to  feel  their  value'?  who 
so  insensate  as  not  to  breathe  forth  their  praise? 
Favoured  with  these,  we  echo  the  affirmation  of  the 
Psalmist— having  showed  His  word  unto  Jacob,  His 
statutes  and  judgments  unto  Israel— "  Verily,  God  hath 
not  dealt  so  with  any  nation."  Beyond  our  reach  are 
they  comprehensive,  beyond  our  ken  are  they  wondrous 
sayings.  Not  can  we  be  what  the  commandment  does 
not  approve  or  reprobate,  not  can  we  do  what  it  does  not 
decide  on,  not  can  we  pass  to  where  it  does  not  find  us, 
neither  can  one  moment  be,  at  which  it  does  not  direct  us. 
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"When  thou  goest,  it  shall  lead  thee — when  thou  sleepest, 
it  shall  keep  thee — when  thou  awakest,  it  shall  talk  with 
thee."  Yes,  this  indeed  is  "  light,  and  the  law  is  light, 
and  these  reproofs  of  instruction  are  the  way  of  life." 
They  cheer  us  with  the  radiance  of  piety,  of  purity,  of 
truth,  of  love,  yea,  of  all  moral  loveliness.  So  sage  are 
they,  that  they  banish  folly — so  salutary  are  they,  that 
they  tend  to  peace  and  prosperity.  Let  these  be  uni 
versally  harboured  in  their  spirit,  let  these  be  universally 
obeyed  in  their  requirements — then  what  a  world  would 
this  be !  Jehovah  alone  would  be  worshipped  without 
any  rival  or  likeness.  His  attributes  alone  would  be 
hallowed,  with  all  His  works  and  His  word,  while  His 
ordinances  would  be  observed  and  revered.  Then 
"  would  its  mountains  bring  peace  to  the  people,  and  the 
little  hills  by  righteousness."  Then  would  its  expanse 
comprise  one  vast  and  gorgeous  temple,  in  every  compart 
ment  of  which  "  incense  would  be  offered  unto  the  name 
of  the  Lord,"  along  with  "a  pure  offering"  to  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Saviour.  Let  these  statutes  be  attended  to, 
and  "  all  iniquity  would  stop  her  mouth,"  and,  as  abashed, 
as  ashamed,  would  depart.  No  Ham  would  be  then — no 
Phinehas  then,  deeply  to  dishonour  their  parents.  No 
Cain  would  be  then,  no  Joab  then,  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  blood.  No  Amnon  would  be  then,  no  Shechem  then, 
to  outrage  humanity,  and  defile  the  shrinkingly  innocent. 
No  Achan  would  be  then  to  steal — no  Barabbas  then  to 
act  the  audacious  robber.  No  Ananias  would  be  then,  no 
Tertullus  then,  to  lie,  and  bear  false  witness.  No  Ahab 
would  be  then,  no  Haman  then,  to  covet  or  to  complain. 
No  more  would  an  Abel  be  slaughtered — no  more  would 
a  Lot  be  vexed  by  the  filthy  conversation  of  the  wicked. 
No  more  would  a  Joseph  be  bound  in  a  prison-house,  or 
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a  David  pursued  by  a  despot.     No  more  would  an  Elisha 
be  mocked,  nor  the  servants  of  the  Highest  despised.     No 
more  would  the  church  of  the  living  God  be  persecuted 
by  the  sword  of  bigotry,  or  crushed  by  the  rod  of  oppres 
sion.     No,  but  universally  and  continually  would  integrity, 
and  purity,  and  forbearance,  and  brotherly-kindness,  hold 
their  harmonious  reign.     The  earth  then  would  be  full  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  gained  from  these  testi 
monies;    and  His  people,  obedient  thereto,  "would  not 
hurt,  neither  destroy  in  all  His  holy  mountain."     0  then, 
at  last  would  these  moral  beauties  of  the  bosom  not  only 
comport  with,  but  transcend  the  varied  physical  splendours 
of  this  mundane  scene!     Its  proudest  eminences  would  be 
outrivalled   by  man's    towering  majesty !      Its  clearest 
waters  would  be  outshone  by  man's  sparkling  holiness ! 
Its  best  fertility  would  be  excelled  by  man's  spiritual 
fruitfulness,  its  most  sombre  forests  by  his  pious  solem 
nity — its  most  tuneful  groves  by  his  songs  of  praise !    Its 
sunniest  gleams  would  fade  before  man's  mental  bright 
ness  ;  yea,  and  its  spring-tide  gladness  "  would  have  no 
glory  in  this  respect,"  by  reason  of  man's  inward  blessed 
ness  "  so  far  excelling  in  glory."     Joy  fluttering  in  every 
feature,  and  tranquillity  nestled  in  every  breast,  angels 
themselves  would  bend  from  their  lofty  seats,  "  desiring  to 
look  into  these  things ;"  and  they  would  "  harp  on  their 
harps"   more  sweetly,    and   swell   the   hallelujahs   more 
rapturously,  while   realising   this  once  rebellious  world 
subdued  to  a  resemblance   of  their  own  dear   celestial 
habitations ! 

As  involving  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  honour  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  let  us  labour 
to  keep  that  "  word  which  for  ever  is  settled  in  heaven." 
For  the  sake  of  this  round  earth,  and  all  the  people  that 
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are  on  it — for  the  sake  of  our  country,  of  our  community, 
of  our  households,  of  our  children — let  us  pray  for  Divine 
grace,  so  that  we  may  observe  "  this  whole  law  continually 
for  ever  and  ever."  For  the  sake  of  ourselves,  our  bodies, 
our  souls,  our  temporal  well-being,  and  our  eternal  feli 
city,  be  it  ours,  each  thus  to  implore,  "  Order  my  steps 
in  Thy  Word,  0  Lord,  and  let  not  any  iniquity  have 
dominion  over  me."  And  be  this  prayer  the  more 
urgently  pressed,  assured  as  we  are  by  the  Infallible 
Teacher,  that  if  we  would  enter  into  life,  we  must  keep 
the  commandments.  In  doing  so,  we  shall  be  blessed ; 
and  through  that  faith  from  which  such  obedience  pro 
ceeds,  and  by  which  good  works  it  is  displayed,  we  shall 
attain  not  only  a  "right  to,"  but  a  meetness  for  "the 
tree  of  life,  and  enter  in  through  the  gates  unto  the 
city" — even  the  New  Jerusalem.  The  which  may  God 
graciously  grant  to  us  all,  for  the  sake  of  His  Saviour 
Son.  Amen. 
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OGOD,  we  come  before  Thee  as  sinners,  to  plead  for  Thy  pardoning 
mercy.  In  thought  we  have  sinned,  in  word  we  have  sinned,  in  action 
we  have  sinned.  We  have  spoken  and  done  evil  things  against  Thee  and 
Thy  law  as  we  could.  Should  we  say  we  have  no  sin,  our  very  hearts  would 
condemn  us ;  how  much  more,  then,  that  God,  who  is  greater  than  our  hearts, 
and  who  knoweth  all  things!  Confronted  with  Thy  commandments,  we  feel 
that  by  deeds  of  law  no  flesh  living  can  be  justified,  for  the  whole  world  is 
guilty  before  Thee.  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us!  O  Christ,  have  mercy 
upon  us!  O  Spirit,  have  mercy  upon  us!  See,  Lord,  our  Shield,  and  look 
upon  the  face  of  thine  Anointed.  We  rejoice  to  know,  that  through  Him 
there  is  plenteous  redemption,  that  Thou  mayest  be  sought  after,  and  that  in 
the  covenant  sealed  with  His  blood,  Thou  wilt  save  Israel  from  their  sins. 
Lord,  we  bless  Thee  that  Christ  has  become  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous 
ness,  and  that  if  the  wages  of  sin  is  death,  Thy  gift  is  eternal  life  through 
Him.  Grant,  O  heavenly  Father,  that  we  be  enriched  with  the  gifts,  and 
adorned  with  the  graces,  and  distinguished  by  the  practice  of  the  Lord  our 
righteousness.  May  the  blessings  of  His  purchase  be  imputed  unto  us  as 
received  by  faith  alone.  Lord  give  us  this  faith  if  we  have  it  not,  and 
increase  this  faith  if  we  have  it.  O  give  us  to  rely  more  and  more  confi 
dently  and  complacently  on  all  that  Christ  did,  and  taught,  and  suffered,  to 
convince,  and  instruct,  and  redeem  us.  Give  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  to  exhibit 
our  faith  by  our  works,  and  thereby  to  adorn  in  all  things  the  doctrine  of 
God  our  Saviour.  Forbid  that  any  of  us  dare  to  continue  in  sin  that  Thy 
grace  may  abound ;  but  ever  may  we  cherish  that  gift  of  Thine  which  workcth 
by  love,  which  purifieth  the  heart,  and  which  overcometh  the  world. 
Enable  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  to  do  all  things  through  Christ  strengthening  us 
— in  the  name  of  whom  we  offer  up  this  parting  supplication.  Amen. 


ROMANS  iii.  19,  to  the  end. 

19.  Now  we  know  that  what  things  soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith  to  them 
who  are  under  the  law :  that  every  mouth  may  be  stopped,  and  all  the  world 
may  become  guilty  before  God. 
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20.  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there  shall  no  flesh  be  justified  in 
His  sight:  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin. 

21.  But  now  the  righteousness  of  God  without  the  law  is  manifested, 
being  witnessed  by  the  law  and  the  prophets; 

22.  Even  the  righteousness  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  unto 
all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe :  for  there  is  no  difference. 

23.  For  all  have  sinned,  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God: 

24.  Being  justified  freely  by  His  grace  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesus: 

25.  Whom  God  had  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  His 
blood,  to  declare  His  righteousness  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past, 
through  the  forbearance  of  God ; 

26.  To  declare,  I  say,  at  this  time  His  righteousness:  that  He  might  be 
just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus. 

27.  Where  is  boasting  then?     It  is  excluded.     By  what  law?  of  works? 
Nay:  but  by  the  law  of  faith. 

28.  Therefore  we  conclude,  that  a  man  is  justified  by  faith  without  the 
deeds  of  the  law. 

29.  Is  He  the  God  of  the  Jews  only?  is  He  not  also  of  the  Gentiles?  Yes, 
of  the  Gentiles  also : 

30.  Seeing  it  is  one  God,  which  shall  justify  the  circumcision  by  faith, 
and  uncircumcision  through  faith. 

31.  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith?  God  forbid:  yea,  we 
establish  the  law. 


dmtitlt. 

PARAPHRASE  xlvi. 

VAIN  are  the  hopes  the  sons  of  men  No  hope  can  on  the  law  be  built 

Upon  their  works  have  built;  Of  justifying  grace ; 

Their  hearts  by  nature  are  unclean,  The  law,  that  shows  the  sinner's  guilt, 

Their  actions  full  of  guilt.  Condemns  him.  to  his  face. 

Silent  let  Jew  and  Gentile  stand,  Jesus !  how  glorious  is  Thy  grace ! 

Without  one  vaunting  word;  When  in  Thy  name  we  trust, 

And,  humbled  low,  confess  their  guilt,  Our  faith  receives  a  righteousness 

Before  heav'n's  righteous  Lord.  That  makes  the  sinner  just. 
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ROMANS  x.  4. 

"  For  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every  one  that  believeth." 

BRETHREN, — No  man  can  be  a  Christian  minister  who 
loses  sight  of  Christ.  Throughout  the  whole  course  of 
his  public  prelections,  he  is  to  know  nothing  but  Him, 
and  Him  crucified.  This  is  the  goal  to  which  all  his 
discourses  must  tend — the  centre  this,  around  which 
they  all  must  revolve.  But  then  this  may  be  done  by 
a  method  direct,  or  less  immediate.  Figuratively  it  may 
be  done,  by  explaining  and  referring  the  types  to  Him, 
whom  they  were  designed  to  foreshadow.  From  prophecy 
it  may  be  done,  showing  how,  in  Mary's  first-born  Son, 
every  feature  of  the  Messiah  was  brought  out — how  in 
Him  every  delineation  of  holy  men,  in  regard  to  Him, 
is  realised.  But  Christ  may  also  be  preached  by  every 
method  which  reason,  argument,  and  Scripture  afford  for 
bringing  men  to  a  faith  unfeigned.  By  descanting  on 
the  fall  and  its  consequences,  the  path  is  paved  for  this 
preaching.  By  convincing  the  world  of  sin,  of  righteous 
ness,  and  of  judgment,  the  same  result  is  produced.  By 
showing  mankind  all  their  native  depravity — by  dealing 
faithfully  with  individual  consciences  and  endangered 
spirits — by  recounting  to  sinners  their  varied  acts  of 
transgression,  and  by  enlarging  on  that  justice  by  which 
they  are  to  be  tried — by  such  means  as  these,  you  may 
awaken  repentance,  and  advance  with  the  answer  to  the 
cry,  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ?  Or,  by  showing  what 
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that  statute  is  by  which  we  ought  to  walk  —  or  what  the 
judgments  are  with  which  we  might  be  visited  —  or  what 
the  requirements  are,  if  we  would  be  legally  justified  by 
such  a  procedure,  we  may  awaken  alarm  —  an  alarm 
whose  startled  eye  looks  out  for  other  aid  —  an  alarm 
whose  quivering  arms  stretch  out  for  One  to  rescue  —  an 
alarm  whose  tremulous  voice  cries  out  for  mercy  from  a 
passing  Saviour.  And  thus,  though  not  one  of  its  origi 
nal  essentials,  yet,  as  a  most  salutary  adjunct,  the  law 
uttered  from  Sinai  becomes  a  "school-master"  to  bring 
us  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  So  that  whether  we  make  selec 
tion  of  ancient  shadows,  or  of  the  venerable  predictions, 
or  of  the  legal  ordinations,  we  rejoice  that  therein  Christ 
is  preached  —  yea,  and  we  shall  rejoice.  In  one  sense, 
He  there  stands  disclosed  as  the  "end  of  the  law  for 
righteousness."  More  minutely  to  elucidate  this  truth, 
will  furnish  an  appropriate,  because  an  evangelical  con 
clusion  to  our  foregoing  remarks  on  the  commandments. 
And  in  doing  so,  be  it  ours  to  discover— 

I.  What  is  meant  by  the  end  of  the  law  ; 

II.  What  is  meant  by  Christ's  becoming  the  end  of  this 
for  righteousness  ;  and 

III.  The  qualification  of  those  who  participate  in  this 
blessing. 

And,  as  throughout  we  have  besought  grace  to  sanctify 
the  services,  once  more  we  implore  that  principle  of  belief, 
by  which  alone  we  are  justified. 


We  are  to  inquire  what  is  meant  by  the  end  of 
the  law.  Be  it  noted,  then,  that  this  betokens  the  design 
or  the  purpose  for  which  the  enactments  were  graven 
on  shining  tablets.  As  originally  divulged,  two  grand 
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intents  were  to  be  met  by  them,  the  one  referring  to  God, 
the  other  to  His  accountable  creatures.  Touching  the 
first  and  greatest,  sure  as  skill  and  design  in  His  works 
augurate  these  attributes  in  the  Artificer,  do  these  autho 
ritative  commands  evidence  the  existence  with  the  high 
moral  perfections  inherent  in  their  Divine  Framer.  If 
the  mount  of  their  emergence  was  whilom  a  throne,  its 
terrible  insignia  were  destined  to  assert  the  majesty  of 
the  dreadful  Monarch — of  that  same  King  of  kings  who 
alone  possesses  immortality.  They  were  to  tell  how 
heaven  is  His  royal  abode,  the  earth  His  humble  footstool, 
the  universe  itself  His  unbounded  dominion.  But  more 
than  this,  while  the  law  in  the  very  enunciation  of  it  was 
to  vindicate  the  sovereignty  of  the  Godhead,  it  was  also 
fitted  most  strikingly  to  display  His  adorable  attributes. 
The  division  of  it  told  His  wisdom,  the  essence  of  it  told 
His  holiness,  the  consequences  of  keeping  it,  His  good 
ness,  its  dread  execution,  His  justice.  With  these  enuncia 
tions  it  challenges  this  rapturous  invocation  to  its  Giver, 
"  Who  is  like  unto  Thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  gods  ?  who 
is  like  unto  Thee :  glorious  in  holiness,  fearful  in  praises, 
doing  wonders  V 

Now,  in  all  these  respects,  Christ  met  the  design  of 
these  testimonies.  As  pointing  out  Jehovah  in  His 
greatness,  He  is  the  brightness  of  His  Father's  glory, 
and  the  express  image  of  His  person.  He  is  that  Son  so 
like  the  Sire  that  whosoever  hath  seen  the  one,  hath 
seen  the  other  also — Immanuel,  God  with  us.  Neither 
did  any  ever  utter  as  He  did;  for  He  spake  with  authority, 
and  not  as  the  scribes.  Then  as  to  character  and  excel 
lence,  not  is  there  a  feature  of  Jehovah  reflected  in  this 
mirror  that  cannot  be  gathered  in  Jesus.  Wisdom  is  it  \ 
who  so  wise  as  Jesus  ?  Truth  is  it  ?  who  so  faithful  as 
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Jesus  1  Goodness  is  it  ?  who  so  benevolent  as  Jesus  '( 
Holiness  is  it  \  none  so  pure,  none  so  spotless  as  He. 
So  that,  as  destined  and  fitted  to  prove  God's  reality,  as 
well  as  His  perfections,  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law. 

But  again.  Another  intention  met  by  the  wilderness- 
divulgements  is  found  in  the  objects  to  whom  they  refer. 
This  was  clearly  to  weave  a  bond  between  earth  and 
heaven.  Without  these  we  could  never  have  ascertained 
our  accountability,  save  by  the  twilight  of  reason,  neither 
what  was  essentially  good.  But  an  index  is  here  point 
ing  to  God  as  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  to  whom  we 
must  defer,  and  by  whom  our  lives  shall  be  tried.  Here 
it  at  once  finds  and  arrests  us,  as  those  who  are  concerned 
with  its  decisions.  None  other  was  it  destined  to  be,  than 
a  directory  of  our  conduct — than  a  summary  of  our  duty 
— than  a  test  of  our  faith  and  fealty  —  unequivocally 
made  known  by  obedience.  Throughout  all  ages,  and  in 
every  land,  the  barrier  was  it  to  form  between  right  and 
wrong,  the  standard  by  which  to  measure  every  thought, 
and  feeling,  and  action.  And,  stamped  at  the  guildery  of 
heaven,  and  consigned  to  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  these 
are  the  weights  to  be  used  by  every  citizen  of  God's  great 
empire  in  every  transaction,  and  by  them  were  his  actions 
to  be  judged.  And  to  meet  this  other  intention,  as  a  rule 
for  God's  spiritual  dominions,  nothing  can  be  conceived 
better  fitted.  Whether  we  regard  its  own  essential  ele 
ments,  or  its  deep-toned  sanctions,  or  its  variety  and 
minuteness  of  application,  or  even  the  majestic  scenery 
amid  which  it  sprung  forth,  it  stands  unrivalled  as  a 
model  of  excellency.  No  lack  is  there — no  redundancy 
is  there — no  vagueness,  no  looseness  there  by  the  which 
it  can  be  evaded.  Nay,  as  a  harmonious  whole,  and  as 
an  estimate  of  action,  this  law  of  the  Lord  is  revealed 
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in  peerless  perfection.     No  "testimony"  so  "sure"  as  this 
— no  "commandment"  so  "pure"  as  this — no  "statute" 
so  "right"  as  this — neither  any  "judgment"  is  there  so 
"  altogether  righteous."    Destined,  too,  was  it  to  "  convert 
the  soul" — to  "  make  wise  the  simple" — to  "  enlighten  the 
eyes" — to  "rejoice  the  heart,"  and  so  to  bless  its  possessors. 
With  such  results  as  its  end,  like  the  mountain  from  which 
it  proceeded,  all  is  lofty,  majestic,  and  large.     Like  it, 
prominences  and  pinnacles  are  about  it,  reaching  above 
all  clouds — even  to  the  heaven  of  heavens ;    while  its 
foundation  is  immovable  as  those  of  the  everlasting  hills. 
A  voice  it  has  like  to  the  first  thunders  which  spoke  it, 
and  an  ardour  it  has  like  to  the  lightning's  flash,  whose 
portents  told  of  its  coming.     No  atheist,  no  infidel,  more 
than  a  beast,  can  touch  it  without  being  thrust  through 
with  its  darts ;   and  none  of  the  professing  peoples  can 
pass  its  barriers  without  being  endangered  by  its  fires. 
Doctrines  may  be  denied,  promises  may  be  distrusted, 
religious  experiences  may  be  despised,  but  none  are  such 
fools  as  to  make  a  mock  at  this — none  so  rash  as  affirm 
that  this  law  was  not  demanded.     And  though,  alas! 
incessantly    obscured,    and   dishonoured,    and   fractured, 
still  does  it  sparkle  with  a  glory,  which,  like  that  of  its 
Author,  is  incorruptible,  is  undefiled,  and  which  never 
can  fade  away. 

Now,  brethren,  taking  this  vast  code  of  legislation,  as 
intended  so  clearly,  and  fitted  so  wisely  to  govern  the 
moral  universe,  who  may  deny  that  it  was  fulfilled  by 
our  Saviour'?  What  was  His  earthly  career  but  an 
unbroken,  unsullied  reflexion  of  its  entire  rectitude,  of 
its  unspotted  holiness,  of  its  practical  minuteness  ?  What 
did  He  but  show  all  its  innate  beauties — show  that  it 
was  not  only  holy,  but  just— not  only  just,  but  good  ? 
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Universally  and  without  cessation  was  He  actuated  by 
love  to  God  and  to  man.  When  the  inquisitors  came, 
none  of  them  could  convict  Him  of  sin,  while  to  do  the 
will  of  Him  by  whom  He  was  sent,  constituted,  as  it 
comprised,  His  meat  and  His  drink  when  He  sojourned 
in  this  lower  world.  Inflamed  at  all  times,  and  moved 
in  all  places  with  this  dutiful  desire  to  glorify  His 
heavenly  Father,  having  His  conversation  in  the  world 
blameless  and  without  spot,  with  a  love  to  Jehovah  which 
shone  through  deepest  distress,  with  an  affection  for  man 
which  was  stronger  than  insult  and  anguish — with  this 
embodied  observance  of  every  legal  requirement  written 
on  both  the  tables,  the  "girdle  of  Christ's  loins  was 
righteousness."  And  thus  vindicating  His  Messiahship- 
claims,  without  substitution  at  all — in  this  grand  intention 
of  it,  the  law  was  met  in  Jesus.  Yes,  since  "  the  end  of 
the  commandment  is  charity,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of 
a  good  conscience,  and  of  faith  unfeigned,"  never  was  it 
so  gloriously  exemplified  on  earth  as  it  was  by  that  Child 
who  was  not  only  harmless,  but  holy. 

But,  with  contrast  as  a  principle  of  association,  as  well 
as  with  the  testimony  given  to  be  observed  by  man,  we 
here  are  to  inquire  if  by  man  it  has  been  obeyed?  Has  it 
always  pulsated  in  motive  and  affection — always  breathed 
in  utterance — always  been  exemplified  in  action,  as  these 
are  attributable  to  him?  Have  none  of  us  been  guilty 
of  having  or  holding  other  gods  before  the  living  and  the 
true? — none  of  us  guilty  of  having  idolised  the  creature? 
— none  of  us  guilty  of  irreverence  towards  His  name? 
Are  none  of  us  all  chargeable  with  hatred — or  cruelty — 
or  uncleanness — or  theft — or  slander — or  covetousness  ? 
Then,  in  sooth,  have  we  also  been  honouring  the  law  of 
our  God,  as  the  only  rule  of  obedience,  and  we  are  the 
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endjpf  it  ourselves  as  much  as  Christ  was  himself,  or 
Adam  while  yet  in  innocence!  But  alas!  not  can  such 
inquiries  be  made  —  without  the  blush,  and  the  sigh,  the 
tear,  and  the  confession!  Far  from  honouring,  we  have 
despised  it  —  far  from  upholding,  we  have  trampled  it  in 
the  dust  —  far  from  observing,  we  have  transgressed  its 
every  precept  ;  and  when  the  demand  is  made  by  it  still, 
for  guilelessness,  and  harmlessness,  and  holiness,  and  piety, 
alas!  we  are  constrained  with  the  apostles  of  old  to  ask, 
"Lord,  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?"  But,  blessed 
be  our  Lord  for  the  answer  given  to  His  desponding  ser 
vants  :  "  With  man  this  is  impossible,  but  with  God  all 
things  are  possible."  And  it  is  the  consciousness  of  de 
fault  on  our  part,  and  this  assurance  of  an  all-conquering 
graciousness  on  that  of  God's,  which  leads  us  to  consider  — 


—  wnat  is  meant  by  Christ's  becoming  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteousness  \ 

So  far  as  Jehovah  is  concerned,  and  himself  is  concerned, 

the  explanation  already  given  is  complete  ;  and  if  man  had 

not  fallen,  and  if  man  were  not  depraved,  no  more  had 

been  required  on  the  subject.     But  what  has  been  said,  is 

only  preparatory  to  what  has  to  follow.     The  original 

design  of  the  law,  speaking  after  our  manner,  having  by 

our  race  been  frustrated,  has  nothing  been  devised  to  pro 

pitiate  that  law  we  have  offended  \  nothing  to  keep  God 

just,   while   the  justifier   of  the   ungodly'?    nothing   to 

make   honourable  His  government,  in  accordance  with 

the  acquittal  of  the  guilty,  the  reinstalment  of  the  rebel 

into  His  friendship  and  favour  ?     Yes,  and  it  is  here  the 

great  plan  of  substitution  dawns  on  our  cognisance.     This 

doctrine  is  obviously  asserted  in  our  passage,  since  it  is  in 

behalf  of  certain  characters  Christ  is  said  to  have  acted. 
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If  He  sanctified  himself,  it  was  for  their  sakes,  thabtfhey 
might  become  the  partakers  of  His  holiness.  It  was  not 
merely  for  himself,  not  even  immediately  to  display  the 
excellence  of  the  statutes,  or  even  to  evolve  the  general 
attributes  of  the  Deity,  that  He  made  manifest  such 
undeviating  rectitude,  and  such  devoted  goodness,  and 
such  ardent  godliness.  But  it  was  for  the  imputation  of 
this  righteousness  to  them  who  were  qualified  to  receive 
it.  And  this  is  the  most  precious  peculiarity  of  the 
Gospel  over  the  legal  scheme  of  saving  immortal  souls,  or 
of  justifying  sinful  man.  This  it  is  that  is  argued  at  such 
length  in  the  logical  epistle  to  the  Eomans.  Whatever 
Christ  did  in  the  course  of  active  obedience  was  meeting 
the  end  of  the  law,  in  the  room  of  the  transgressor;  and 
to  the  account  of  the  worthless  was  to  be  placed  the  huge 
accumulation  of  His  merits.  And  then  the  law  in  its 
righteous  judgments  was  also  to  be  visited  on  the  Divinely- 
appointed  Sacrifice — on  the  Lamb  of  God  slain  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  These,  as  embraced  under  this 
division  of  the  subject,  and  as  its  main  explanation,  let 
us  in  brief  consider. 

Yes,  it  was  when  we  were  bankrupt  of  all  righteous 
ness,  that  Christ  appeared  to  bring  in  an  amount  of  His 
own.  It  was  when  we  were  abjectly  poor,  that  He  came 
thus  to  enrich  us,  or  that  when  we  were  naked  and  ex 
posed,  that  He  came  to  clothe  our  souls  with  this,  as  the 
body  may  be  with  a  garment.  And  so  full  is  this  supply, 
that  it  satisfies  every  want — and  so  rich  is  this  provision, 
that  no  more  is  required — and  so  acceptable  is  it  to  the 
Lord,  that  He  is  said  to  be  "  well  pleased  for  His  Son's 
righteousness'  sake."  Nor  is  there  one  enactment  which 
we  broke,  that  our  Saviour  did  riot  repair — nor  one  of 
our  deficiencies  which  is  not  made  up  from  His  fulness. 
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Have  other  gods,  save  the  Lord,  held  dominion  over 
us  \    Yes,  but  they  never  did  so  with  Jesus ;  and  His  lofty 
theism  is  made  over  to  us.     Have  we  been  worshipping 
the  true  God  under  sensible  objects  ?  or  have  we  been 
essaying  a  union  of  the  Unseen  with  the  visible  ?     Yes, 
but  Christ  never  did ;  and  His  spiritual  adoration  is  held 
by  its  Object  to  be  ours.    Have  we  ofttimes  insulted  God's 
great  and  dreadful  name  ?    Yes,  but  by  Christ  was  it  ever 
hallowed ;  and  the  breathing  of  His  lip  is  wafted  to  sanctify 
ours.     Have  we  yielded  to  its  ceremonial,  without  the  Sab 
batical  sensation  ?  Yes,  but  by  Christ  was  it  ever  kept  holy 
—a  keeping  attached  to  His  elect,  as  if  they  never  had 
broken  it.     And  if  we  have  dishonoured  our  parents,  or 
harboured  the  murderous  design,  or  robbed  God  of  His 
glory,  or  our  neighbour  of  ought  that  was  his,  by  Christ 
was  the  opposite  yielded;  and  this  is  reserved  to  make  up 
for  our  countless  infractions.     And  if  we  have  harboured 
all  lustful  emotions,  by  Christ  was  that  'done  which  is 
pure  ;  and  this  purity  is  even  now  in  store,  largely  as  it 
has  been  drawn  from,  to  make  up  for  our  woful  want  of 
it.     And  if  we  have  sought  to  defame  our  neighbour,  or 
envied  aught  that  was  his,  Christ  gave  to  God  and  man 
all  that  was  their  own.     Christ  ever  spoke  the  truth,  and 
though  not  having  where  to  lay  His  head,  never  was  He 
heard  to  complain,  but  had   always  contentment  with 
godliness — forms  of  obedience  these,  which,  like  all  the 
rest  He  displayed,  are  seen  by  the  redeeming  God  as  if 
manifested  by  the  penitent  transgressor.    As  for  us,  then, 
soon  as  the  law  enters,  sin  revives,  as  for  Christ,  enacting 
our  Substitute,  when  it  comes,  like  the  prince  of  this 
world,  it  hath  nothing  in  Him.     Measured  by  this  stan 
dard,  we  look  to  ourselves,  we  fall — to  Christ,  and  we 
instantly  rise.     We  look  to  our  works,  we  feel  our  defects 
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— to  Christ's,  and  we  are  covered  with  merit.  Thus  it  is, 
that  imperfect  in  ourselves,  we  may  be  "complete"  in  Him. 
Thus  it  is,  "though  not  sufficient  in  ourselves  to  think 
anything  as  of  ourselves,"  that  our  sufficiency  is  of  God 
in  this  plan,  or  in  the  God-man,  as  having  fulfilled  it.  On 
the  mountain  of  our  mental  estimation,  as  on  the  inspired 
page — how  loftily  is  He  here  elevated,  and  how  eagerly 
recognised,  even  as  "the  Lord  OUR  Kighteousness!"  And 
finding  in  Him  what  is  needed,  and  drawing  from  Him 
as  from  a  fathomless  fountain,  or  receiving  of  all  this  ful 
ness,  verily,  not  one,  but  countless  millions  may  say  with 
the  prophet,  in  "this  Lord  have  we  righteousness  and 
strength." 

But,  brethren,  in  thus  describing  Christ's  righteousness 
as  a  bridegroom's  robe  to  cover  our  unclothed  souls,  we 
are  not  to  forget  that  much  by  Him  was  submitted  to 
for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past.  The  law  is  as 
just  in  its  judgments,  as  it  is  in  its  demands,  as  equitous 
in  its  threatenings,  as  it  is  in  its  promises,  as  fair  in  its 
penalties,  as  it  is  in  its  rewards.  And  in  exhibiting  its 
entire  nature,  or  in  answering  its  every  end,  Christ 
behoved  to  bring  out  its  energy  of  infliction,  as  well  as  its 
spotless  purity.  A  curse  had  been  pronounced  on  every 
one  who  continued  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book 
of  the  law  to  do  them.  And  that  curse  must  be  sent  and 
sustained,  before  its  majesty  could  be  vindicated,  or  the 
truthfulness  of  its  Author  displayed.  Indeed,  though 
Christ  did  first  work  out  a  righteousness  which  should 
be  unto  all,  and  upon  all  of  a  certain  complexion,  it  was 
solely  on  account  of  His  passion  that  His  activities  could 
be  imputed  to  man.  His  antecedent  deed  of  godliness 
and  piety  only  became  available  for  us  to  claim,  by 
reason  of  His  latter  sustainings.  Unless  He  had  endured 
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the   cross,    and  unless  He  had  died,  our  sins  had  yet 
stood  forth  against  us  ;  neither  could  we  ever  have  joyed 
in  God  even  through  Him,  in  the  absence  of  His  atone 
ment.     After  all  this  observance  the  depth  and  certainty 
of  legal  denunciation  had  to  be  proved,  if  the  law  was  to 
appear  in  its  full  and  its  finished  righteousness.     So  that 
what  is  last  in  event  is,  after  all,  first  in  efficacy ;  and  if 
Christ  was  to  burst  on  the  church  as  the  embodiment 
and  examplar  of  every  Divine  enactment,  destined  was 
it  all  the  while  that  He  should  be  made  perfect  through 
suffering.     "In  becoming  sin  for  us,"  it  was  not  even 
enough  that  our  Substitute  should  feel  as  a  man  of  sor 
rows,  or  be  positioned  on  the  stage  of  His  humiliation, 
as  intimately  acquainted  with  grief.     Not  enough  was  it 
that  He  should  sigh  and  weep — these  had  not  extenuated 
our  guilt.     Not  enough,  that  He  spoke  of  His  harmless- 
ness — that  had  not  done  for  us,  after  one  single  trans 
gression.     The  law  had  still  cried  out,  "The  soul  that 
sinneth,  it  shall  die;"  and  justice  had  still  cried  out, 
"  Without  the  shedding  of  blood,  I  can  grant  no  remis 
sion."     Then  it  was,  and  in  this,  to  meet  these  inexorable 
demands  that  the  Lamb  of  God  gave  himself  up  to  the 
smiter.     Nor  was  there  a  legal  penalty  that  was  not  paid 
by  Christ,  in  His  sufferings,  down  to  the  uttermost  far 
thing.     Was  it  sin  that  brought  physical  evil,  as  a  first 
and   most  righteous  retribution'? — then   Christ   was   an 
hungered,  athirst,  weary — in   all   such  points  tried  as 
we  are  who  offend.     Did  sin  set  its  mark  on  the  mur 
derer  ? — then  who  was  ever  like  Christ,  so  insultingly 
rejected,  and  so  scornfully  despised'?     Did  sin  separate 
between  us  and  God,  as  another  of  its  penal  results'?— 
then  you  know  who  cried  out,  "  Why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me,  my  God!"     As   the   crown   and  conclusion   of   its 
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awardings,  was  the  wages  of  sin  to  be  death  ?  Then  sec- 
yon  writhing  Victim  —  sweating  great  drops  of  blood  ! 
See  Him—  His  temples  pierced—  His  hands  and  feet 
nailed  to  the  dismal  tree!  See,  His  head  droops  —  His 
limbs  collapse—  His  eyes  close!  See,  He  gives  up  the 
ghost,  and  is  laid  in  yon  silent  tomb!  But,  passing- 
through  this  hour  of  "black  and  dark  night,"  was  the 
most  solemn  manifestation  of  the  Judge's  and  the  Killer's 
righteousness.  By  this  all  was  suffered  which  justice 
could  demand  —  transgression  in  its  punishment  was 
finished,  and  the  offering  for  sin  was  completed.  And 
if  Christ  did  for  us  in  what  was  active,  or  wrought  where 
we  had  failed,  no  less  is  it  in  accordance  with  Gospel 
verity  that  He  bare  OUR  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the 
tree.  No  less  true  is  it  that  He  died  on  Calvary  to  take 
away  the  sin  of  the  world.  No  less  true  is  it  that  if 
wounded,  it  was  for  our  transgressions,  if  bruised,  it  was 
for  our  iniquities,  and  that  if  at  all,  it  is  by  His  stripes 
we  are  healed.  0  !  when  we  had  all  gone  out  of  the  way, 
then  it  was,  as  not  to  be  cancelled  without  an  atonement, 
without  a  costly  sacrifice,  that  the  Lord  laid  on  Him  the 
iniquities  of  us  all.  And  if  He  who  knew  no  sin  became  sin 
for  us,  it  was  "  that  .we  might  be  made  the  righteousness 
of  God  in  Him."  And  Christ  having  been  delivered  for 
our  offences,  so  is  it  that  we  are  through  Him  "justified 
from  all  things  from  which  we  could  not  be  justified  by 
the  law  of  Moses."  Here  reach  we  that  grace  and  truth 
which,  while  they  uphold  the  Divine  government,  extend 
salvation  to  those  who  without  it  had  perished.  Wher 
ever  Christ's  death  is  relied  on,  then,  there  is  no  more 
condemnation  —  wherever  His  merits  are  assumed,  there  is 
no  more  defect  —  on  whatever  His  blood  is  sprinkled,  no 
stain  is  seen  to  remain.  What  the  law  could  not  do, 
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being  weak  through  human  infirmity,  this  the  Lord  from 
heaven  has  accomplished ;  and  so  has  this  law  by  Him 
been  reinstated  in  the  moral  kingdom,  as  if  Adam  had 
never  fallen,  nor  any  of  his  varied  descendants;  or  as  if 
by  them  all  the  ultimate  penalty  had  been  paid. 

Whatever,  then,  the  law  requires,  is  by  such  an  arrange 
ment  answered — whatever  it  debars  from,  is  by  it  strictly 
guarded— whatever  it  threatens  as  the  curse  of  disobe- 

o 

dience,  is  also  here  most  mournfully  and  mysteriously 
sustained.     Only  all  this  is  done  and  endured,  not  by  us 
to  whom  it  was  revealed — us  who  were  bound  by  its 
sanctions  ;  but  for  us,  and  by  One  who  came  to  do  God's 
will  as  His  delight — One  for  whom  a  body  was  prepared 
that  He  might  be  made  under  the  law,  and  receive  its 
most  flaming  darts.    The  work  of  the  commandments  has 
been  done,  but  only  by  another,  not  man — its  punishments 
have   been   endured,  but   by  our   Substitute's   anguish. 
Whereas   innocence  was  the    alone   requirement,   Christ 
knew  no  sin.     Whereas  we  were  shut  up  to  wrath  and 
curse,  Christ  opened  up  a  new  and  living  way  of  escape 
through  the  rent  veil  of  His  flesh.     "Whereas  by  the 
offence  of  one  man,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  con 
demnation  ;  even  so,  by  the  righteousness  of  One,  the  free 
gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life."     And 
whereas  sin  did  reign  unto  death,  it  was  so  also,  that 
"  grace  might  reign  through  righteousness,  unto  eternal 
life,  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."     Illustrative  of  this — if 
Christ  takes  away  evil,  He  advances  with  good — if  He 
takes  away  sin,  He  advances  with  all  of  holiness — if  He 
takes  away  penalty,  He  comes  with  more  than  pardon— 
if  He  slays  the  enmity  gendered  by  a  breaking  of  the 
statute,  He  advances  with  the  offers  of  reconciliation,  and 
joy,  and  peace,  and  safety  to  those,  who  otherwise  had 
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been  banished  for  ever  from  the  brightness  of  Jehovah's 
presence,  as  from  the  glory  of  His  power.  And  thus, 
both  in  its  moral  loveliness,  and  in  its  threatened  ven 
geance,  does  He  become  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous 
ness  to  those  who  had  transgressed  it,  and  those  it  had 
condemned. 

And  this  is  the  Gospel  plan  of  justifying  the  ungodly, 
and  yet  in  unison  with  judgment — this  is  the  new  covenant, 
better  than  the  old,  as  established  on  better  promises,  and 
fraught  with  richer  blessings,  in  the  which,  God  can  and 
will  "be  merciful  to  Israel's  unrighteousness,  and  their  sins 
and  their  iniquities  will  He  remember  no  more."  As  the 
innocent  slain  for  the  nocent — as  excellences  attributed 
where  nothing  but  defects  exist — is;this  beyond  our  reason? 
Yes,  and  so  much  the  better.  Is  it  the  last  device  man's 
heart  had  ever  conceived  I  Yes,  and  so  much  the  better ; 
for  had  it  been  among  his  imaginings,  we  had  ranked  it 
with  the  "devotions"  of  Athens.  Is  it  a  truth  untaught 
by  the  Eastern  Magii,  unknown  to  Grecian  sages,  and 
what  no  Eoman  record  unfolds  1  Yes,  and  all  the  better; 
since,  had  it  been  from  these,  we  had  been  teaching  for 
doctrines  the  meagre  commandments  of  men.  Had  it 
been  of  our  will,  or  our  fancy,  it  had  been  as  the  offering 
of  Cain,  not  as  the  sacrifice  of  Abel,  unto  which,  as  so 
being,  the  Lord  would  not  have  had  respect.  To  other 
regions  than  this  earth  must  we  trace  the  origin  of  this 
marvellous,  this  magnificent  system — to  another  Being 
must  it  be  attributed,  wrhose  thoughts  are  not  as  ours. 
To  heaven  we  point  when  we  want  its  Source — to 
God  we  must  refer  when  we  require  its  Author.  As 
formed  in  the  councils  of  eternity — as  proposed  by  the 
Father — as  acceded  to  by  the  Son — as  engaged  in  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  —  to  intimate  this  Divine  paternity,  it  is 
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designated  the  righteousness  of  God  hims^f  for  the  remis 
sion  of  sins  that  are  past,  and  that,  too,  effected  through 
His  abundant  forbearance.  Eegard  it  once  more,  then, 
either  as  asserting  the  authority  of  the  supreme  and  only 
Potentate,  or  as  portraying  His  attributes,  or  as  the 
bond  of  human  obligation ;  or  regard  it  once  more  in  its 
sanctions,  and  its  forfeitures,  and  its  favours  ;  and  in  all 
these  phases  of  it,  Christ  stands  pre-eminently,  peerlessly 
forth,  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness. 

Sprt,  Referring  to  the  recipients  of  this  grace  wherein 
we  stand,  we  have  hitherto  spoken  in  generals.  We  have 
described  these  imputations,  both  of  action  and  passion, 
as  being  attachable  to  "man,"  to  "us,"  to  "sinners." 
This  we  did  not  with  the  thought  of  breaking  down 
those  barriers,  or  blinking  those  distinctions,  or  removing 
those  landmarks  which  Christ  and  His  apostles  have 
reared.  But  we  did  so,  that  there  might  be  little  as 
possible  of  a  forestalling  of  this  head  of  discourse,  and 
by  consequence,  the  very  least  of  vain  repetition.  But, 
now,  of  this  diffusive  light,  we  must  contrive  to  make  a 
concentration.  We  must  make  use  of  that  portion  of  our 
text  already  discussed,  as  a  lens  to  examine  the  remainder, 
and  adjust  it  to  its  proper  focus.  Through  this  we  dis 
cover,  as  we  can  inspect  the  qualifications  of  those  who  are 
said  to  obtain  the  blessedness  of  Christ's  mediatorial  righ 
teousness.  It  is  "every  one  that  believeth."  And  this 
peculiarity  is  not  only  essential,  but  requisite,  as  without 
it  there  is  either  no  feeling  of  need,  or  no  confidence  in  the 
remedy,  or  neither.  Yet  wanting  is  the  eye  to  see,  yet 
wanting  the  hand  to  seize  it,  yet  wanting  the  will  to  drink 
it,  or  the  resolution  to  have  it  applied.  Without  this  faith 
impossible  is  it  for  any  transgressor  to  please  God,  since 
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he  denies  His  only-begotten  Son.  He  that  believeth 
shall  be  saved;  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already: 
and  if  the  cross  is  either  God's  power  or  His  wisdom,  it  is 
to  them  who  believe.  To  prove  its  efficacy,  therefore,  we 
must  adopt  the  plan — to  become  the  sons  of  God,  we  must 
receive  the  Saviour.  And  this  is  only  right  and  reason 
able,  since  unless  His  death  is  urged,  there  is  no  atone 
ment  for  our  sins.  Unless  His  divinity  is  admitted, 
there  can  be  no  efficacy  in  His  death.  Unless  His  flesh 
is  eaten,  unless  His  blood  is  drunk,  there  can  be  no  "meat," 
no  "  drink  indeed "  to  the  soul.  And  unless  His  media 
tion  is  trusted  to,  how  can  we  find  favour,  or  where  any 
advocate  with  the  Father  \  Yes,  exclusively  must  we 
confide  in  the  fact  of  being  justified  freely  by  grace — if  it 
is  to  act  as  free.  Every  hope  we  cherish  must  spring  up 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross;  and,  like  to  the  creeping,  clasping 
vine,  entwine  itself  around  it,  as  it  would  not  fall  to 
the  ground  and  perish.  That  mind  must  be  within  us 
which,  friendlike,  childlike,  accepts  what  is  here  offered, 
which  credits  what  is  here  disclosed — that  mind  which 
rests  on  salvation  as  a  prop,  which  goes  by  it  as  a  guide, 
which  relies  on  it  as  a  promise,  and  which  looks,  and 
loves,  and  longs  for  it  as  an  exceeding  great  reward ! 
Yes,  this  and  this  alone  is  the  mental  position,  the  moral 
confidence  required.  The  medium  is  this  through  which 
the  blessings  defined  proceed  as  rays  through  the  ambient 
air.  Not  the  efficient  cause,  but  the  instrument  is  this 
which  to  the  soul  appropriates  and  applies  what  washes, 
and  delivers,  and  sanctifies  in  all  Christ's  blissful  callings, 
even  that  righteousness  of  faith  apart  from  deeds  of  law, 
by  which  father  Abraham  was  justified. 

Then  mark,  I  pray  you,  the  largeness  and  the  liberality 
of  that  bequest  which  restores  that  relation  between  God 
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and  believers,  as  if  they  never  had  sinned,  or  as  if  they  had 
answered  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  themselves. 
There  may  be  obscurity  of  birth — and  no  barrier.     There 
may  be  coldness  of  climate,  with  dwarfishness  of  stature — 
and  no  barrier.     There  may  be  burning  skies,  with  black 
ness  of  skin — and  no  barrier.    There  may  be  ignorance  of 
philosophic  discovery — and  no  barrier.     There  may  be 
poverty,  and  disappointment,  and  sorrow — but  no  barrier. 
There  may  have  been  sins  like  scarlet,  delinquencies  un 
numbered,  or   shame-mantling  deeds  of  darkness — and 
yet  no  barrier  still     There  may  be  the  penitentiary,  the 
prison-house,  or  the  cell — still  these  exclude  not  the  free 
pardon,  neither  do   they  interfere   with   the  liberty  of 
access  to  the  throne  of  grace,  nor  shut  out  the  hopes  of 
the  Gospel.     No !  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  when 
He  is  found  of  them  that  seek  Him  not — Christ  is  not 
to  be  deterred  by  these,  having  died  for  the  ungodly. 
Yes,  the  purposes  of  the  law  they  have  violated  may  yet 
in  them  all  be  fulfilled,  since  thus  we  perceive  it  written 
for   our   encouragement   and   comfort    that   Christ   has 
become  the  end  of  it  for  righteousness  "to  every  one 
that  believeth."      Enlightened  with  this  passage  do  we 
triumphantly  inquire,  "  Is  He  the  God  of  the  Jew  only  ? 
is  He  not  also  of  the  Gentiles?"     Yes,  of  the  Gentiles 
also ;  for  with  Him  "  there  is  no  difference/' 

These  things  being  so,  these  doctrines  being  true  as  to 
position  and  utility,  where  is  the  law  of  Sinai,  which  we 
have  lately  expounded  ?  Shall  we  now  spurn  it  ? — shall 
we  pass  it  by  I — shall  we  treat  it  as  dead  \  If  so,  why 
such  waste  of  ointment  in  preparing  our  observations,  as 
of  your  time  in  perusing  them  1  Nay,  but  God  forbid  ! 
Though  disannulled  as  a  covenant,  as  a  rule  of  life  it 
stands  for  ever  sure.  Yet  is  it  good  when  used  lawfully 
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—yet  it   enters   our  consciences  that  the   offence  may 
abound.     Shall  we,  then,  dare  to  continue  in  sin  because 
blessed  with  this  gracious  provision  ?     Again  is  the  in 
dignant  denial,  "  for  how  shall  we,  who  are  dead  to  sin, 
live   any   longer   therein  V      Boldly   asked,    and   nobly 
answered,  Paul!     Nor   shall  we  otherwise   argue — God 
grant  that  we  may  similarly  feel.     While  we  glory  in 
being  justified  by  faith  in  the  Kedeemer's  righteousness — 
while  this  we  cling  to  as  our  own  and  only  anchor — 
while  this  we  prize  as  the  fairest  pearl- — while  this  we 
wear  as  the  finest  robe,  never  be  it  used  to  screen  from 
sight  our  sins — never  be  it  prostituted  to  the  purpose  of 
a  hideous  pall,  to  conceal  the  moral  carcase — never  be  it 
erected  as  a  whited  sepulchre,  to  cover  a  mental  rotten 
ness,  or  to  bury  from  sight  a  shameful  spiritual  corrup 
tion.     But  the  rather  let  it  shine  forth  as  the  outward 
manifestation  of  what  the  Spirit  of  God  has  conveyed, 
and  what  the  spirit  of  man  realised.    Trusting  to  Christ's 
obedience  in  our  behoof,  we  become  His  willing  subjects; 
and  while  looking  to  His  sufferings,  are  we  made  conform 
able  to  His  death.     Nor  can  a  righteousness  be  imputed 
which  does  not  implant  in  the  soul  what  distinguished  its 
blessed  Author.    "Do  we,  then,  make  void  the  law  by  faith'? 
God  forbid !  yea,  we  establish  the  law."     Yes,  and  well 
is  this  argued,  since,  while  faith  is  the  acceptance  of  God's 
plan  of  justifying,  it  furnishes  principles,  and  capacities, 
and  motives  to  serve  the  Lord  acceptably,  with  reverence 
and  godly  fear.     Feeling  God's  love  for  us,  it  kindles  love 
to  Him,  thus  gendering  a  devotedness  in  His  cause,  along 
with  a  zeal  for  His  glory.     Convincing  us  all  of  sin,  it 
goes  to  purify  the  heart;  while,  by  restoring  our  prefer 
ence  for  the  spiritual  above  the  material,  the  celestial 
above  the  terrestrial,  the  eternal  above  the  temporal,  it 
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enables  us  to  overcome  the  world.  As  it  was  with  that 
grace  which  distinguished  the  son  of  Terah,  it  always  and 
in  every  believer  evinces  itself  in  a  universal,  a  constant, 
as  well  as  a  progressive  obedience.  Where  it  is,  sure  are 
we  to  find  an  ample,  overflowing  charity — where  it  is, 
sure  are  we  to  find  a  genuine  piety — a  conversation  in  all 
points  as  it  becometh  the  Gospel.  So  that  the  appeal  and 
the  conclusion  are  in  our  day  what  they  were  in  that  of 
James.  Seest  thou  how  faith  works  with  good  works, 
and  by  these  is  it  made  "  perfect."  Then,  as  to  its  pre 
serving  power  against  the  wiles  and  emissaries  of  the  evil 
one,  we  know  that  it  constitutes  the  shield,  by  the  which 
its  wearer  can  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  enemy. 

And  here  reach  we  at  last  the  completion  of  that 
seemly  circle  around  which  Christianity  conducts  us. 
Here,  and  first  our  sins  being  atoned  for,  we  are  par 
doned — here,  Christ's  obedience  being  counted  to  us  for 
righteousness,  we  escape  condemnation.  Then,  brought 
to  a  sense  of  everlasting  obligation  by  faith,  through  its 
potent  operations  are  we  sanctified,  and  thus  are  we 
enabled  to  observe  that  law  on  earth,  which,  for  want  of 
this  faith,  we  had  broken.  Ay,  and  no  doubtful  specu 
lation  is  this ;  for  the  history  of  all  believers  bears  the 
grand  truth  on  its  brow,  that  wherever  there  is  strongest 
faith,  there  is  ever  the  purest  morality.  Yes,  to  these 
the  properties  with  the  propellings  of  faith  bear  wit 
ness,  ye  heroes  of  the  past! — "ye  who,  though  dead, 
yet  speak!"  Let  Abel  tell  them  in  his  more  excellent 
sacrifice — Enoch  in  his  walking  with  God — Noah  when 
busied  in  the  preparing  of  his  ark — Abraham  in  his 
offering  of  Isaac  —  Jacob  in  his  parting  blessing  — 
Joseph  in  his  impregnable  chastity — Moses  in  his  daunt 
less  choice  of  suffering  with  the  people  of  God !  Let  the 
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prophets  declare  its  triumphs — holy  men  as  they  were 
—let  the  apostles  declare  them  in  their  righteous  doings 
— yea,  let  our  venerable  forefathers  lift  up  their  re 
vered  voices — in  their  moral  lives,  in  their  willing  sacri 
fices,  and  tell  us  again  and  again  "how  faith  approves 
itself  sincere,  by  active  virtue  crowned."  These,  all 
these,  and  the  great  cloud  of  witnesses  that  follows 
them — martyrs  who  shamed  the  world,  and  of  whom  it 
was  not  worthy — these  not  only  died,  but  they  lived  in 
faith.  By  this  as  their  armoury  and  their  armour,  these 
"  wrought  righteousness."  By  it,  out  of  weakness  "  were 
they  made  strong" — by  it,  in  its  energy  and  exercise, 
"  they  waxed  valiant  in  fight" — and  by  it  they  "  turned 
to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens." 

For  this  sustaining,  purifying,  justifying  principle  be 
it  ours  to  pray,  this  let  us  cherish,  and  by  every  means 
improve.  "Lord,  we  believe,  help  thou  our  unbelief." 
"  Lord,  increase  our  faith,"  so  that  it  do  not  fail.  And, 
rich  in  this  heavenly  bestowment,  shall  we  give  glory  to 
God  by  a  constant,  a  universal,  and  a  prompt  obedience 
to  all  His  sacred  enactments,  walking  therein  blameless. 
And  thus  shall  we  be  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of 
glory,  honour,  and  immortality — an  inheritance  where, 
reflected  from  every  saint,  and  beaming  in  every  angel, 
as  in  Christ  who  ever  observed  them,  these  very  com- 
.mandments  of  the  Decalogue  will  in  their  positive  mani 
festations  shine  forth  most  gloriously,  and  that  for  ever 
and  ever. 

"  Glory  be  to  the  Fatherland  to  the  Son,  and  to  the 
Holy  Ghost:  as  it  was  in/ the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
shall  be ;  world  without  /etfdf  Amen. 
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